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PREFACE 



To be interested in a biography one must, of course» 
be interested in its subject We have bic^raphies 
of monarchs^ statesmeui authors^ painters, soldiers, 
travellers — each one of which appeals more or less 
strongly to those to whom the living man appealed. 

There is, therefore, no apology needed for a biography 
of i^aa Leno. Surely, among Britons, there never lived 
a more universal fitvourite than he; He did not appeal 
to any particular class or section. He appealed to all, 
from the King to his humblest subject; from the child 
to its grandparents. 

It is said that a German seer once succeeded in 
evolving a camel out of his own inner consciousness ; 
Pan did much more than this out of the inner conscious- 
ness of Leno. He evolved galleries full of quahit 
beings, male and female, grotesque, whimsical, bizarre 
l^angs ; yet sufficiently human for us to see and under* 
stand the solid foundation on which the burlesque was 
built, and all vivified by that little touch of Leno that 
made the whole world laugh. 
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In presenting these quaint conceits to us, it is not too 
much to say that no orator ever swayed his audience, 
or held it more completely in the hollow of his hand, 
than did Dan Leno. As you sat at his feet and listened 
to him, he never gave you the impression that he was 
trying to make you laugh, that he had the least desire to 
make you laugh — ^far from it. He was merely narrating 
some incident in the chequered career of the character 
he was portra)dng, and he was in deadly earnest about 
it. If the incident itself was funny, he couldn't help 
that — that was no fault of his— and his sole anxiety was 
that he should explain it so clearly and thoroughly that 
a child could understand it If his explanation was 
at times somewhat confused, it was not intentionally 
made so. It ail arose from over-anxiety to be perfectly 
clear. 

Then, if you laughed (as you always did), that neither 
annoyed him nor pleased him ; because the genuine 

actor's ' fourth wall " was between him and you, and he 
wasn't really talking to you at all, didn't even know 
you were there. As a matter of fact, he was talking all 
the time to a person he had evolved out of his own 
imagination, and whom you couldn't see. This person 
happened to be one of the most abnormally and hope* 
lessly dense persons that even a Dan Leno could 
imagine, and he could not possibly grasp the situation 
until it had been put before him from every possible — 
and impossible — point of view, and explained to him 
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with all the wealth of elaborate detail of which Dan 
Leno was a past master. Hence Dan Leno's deep 
personal interest in everything he said or did, and 
hence your laughter 1 

To what did Dan Leno owe his pre-eminence? 
Hard work ? Yes 1 But plenty of men have worked 
hard with poor result A sense of humour ? Naturally ! 
But he shared that with many, A quaint presence? 
Partly! But other comedians have been better gifted 
by nature than he in that respect* It was simply that 
marvellous gift which neither we who have it not, nor, 
I believe, he who has it, can thoroughly understand. 
Personality 1 He was Dan Leno» and in saying that, we 
say all. 

in following his career» it is interesting to note how 
this germ of personality slowly but surely developed 
until it was inevitably recognised, and, being recognised, 
almost worshipped by the British public This gift 
was all that Dan Leno had to thank Dame Fortune 
for. Indeed, the fickle lady seemed to view his advent 
with stern disfavour. At birth, and for many years 
afterwards, she consistently frowned upon him, and if 
in later days she relented and smiled, it was only be- 
cause the whole world smiled at him, and she could 
resist him no longer. 

It is a thousand pities it never occurred to Dan Leno 
to write his own biography. Those who have been 
privileged to hear him tell tales of his younger days 
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will appreciate what is meant by this. His tales were 
all of his early struggles — ^never of his later prosperity 
— and he told them from his heart, with a mingling 
of pathos and humour such as only a real comedian 
can command. 

Knowing what such a biography might have been, it 
is with considerable diffidence that I begin my labourai 
It was, however, my good fortune to have many de- 
lightful chats with Dan Leno over the old times, and 
these recollections sustain me somewhat; while my 
best thanks are due and cordially offered to MrSb Leno 

and to Mr. Johnny Danvers, Dan's lifelong friend and 
comrade^ for their valuable assistance and kindly oo> 
operation in compiling these annals of Dan Leno's 
life. 

I may add that the book is published under the 

authority of Dan's widow. 

J. W. 
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Thanks are due for penmssion to reproduce extracts ftom 
articles and illustrations to Mr. T. P. O'Connor, M.P. (of 
M.A,P.9nd T.P:sW€ekiy),xoTk£Tmis,T^DmlyTei€gmfh, 
Tke StUitrday Rmem, 7^ Sun, Tke OwHooky and The Era; 
Messrs. Francis, Day, and Hunter and Charles Sheard and Co., 
Music Publishers; Mr. Geoige Soott, Alhambra Music Hall, 
and Mr. Peter Keaiy; Messis. C A. Peaisoni Limtted 
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CHAPTER I 
HIS BIRTH AND PARENTAGE 

DAN LENO began badly by starting life under 
an alias. He elected to be born, on the 20th 
December, t86o^ under die name of George Galvin, at 
No. 4, Eve Court, in the parish of St. Fancras, London. 
It is impossible, iinfortunatelyy to affix a name-plate to 
Us birthplace, as has been done in honour of many 
famous Londoners, because it no longer exists; but 
the Midland Railway Company has made some amends 
by erecting a huge memorial, in the shape of a railway 
station, on its site. 

The sdection of the parish of St Pancras for such 
an event has always seemed to me a particularly happy 



If St Pancras, the patron saint of children, did not 

directly influence the event himself, it must at least be 
a aoctroe of gratification to him to know that Dan 
Leno, who made more children happy than all the 

saints put together, first saw the light in his domain, 
and is roistered in his parish books. 

E 
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From the very outset of his career there was never 
any doubt whatever as to what Dan was going to be. 

He had no choice. He was inevitably born for the stage, 
and, I daresay, by the time he was old enough to think 
for himself was extremely surprised to realise that there 
was any other trade or profession. 

Heredity, of course, had much to do with this. His 
father and mother appeared at the Variety Halls as 
" Singing and Acting Duettists " for niany years, dating 
back to the time when the old Rotunda in Blackfriars 
Bridge Road was in existence. His father died com* 
paratively young ; but his mother lived to complete a 
record of fifty years as an active performer. 

Many instances go to show that she was a clever 
woman, capable of making much out of little when 
supplies ran short, and trying to make little out of 
much when troubles poured in upon her. Dan wor* 
shipped her in life, and her memory when she was gone. 
There is no doubt he inherited much of his ability 
from her. 

As Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Wilde, the pair toured 
I/>ndon and the country after Dan was born, and Dan, 
not dreaming even of passive resistance, toured with 

them. Being anxious to cause his parents as little 
trouble as possible, he considerately refrained ixom 
growing, to any extent, during this period 

This was a great convenience to them, as, being a 
very small child, they were able, when they went out 
for their nightly performances, to stow him away in the 

second or third row of a chest of drawers, with the 
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reasonable prospect of finding him there, safe and 
sound* on their return. What the youthful Dan's 

thoughts were during these long night vigils history 
sayeth not Indeed, history is strangely silent on the 
subject of Dan Leno's childhood. I can find no in- 
stance of precocious infantile wit recorded anywhere. 
Probably, in his juvenile wisdom, he was saving it up 
for the day when he . had achieved a market value. It 
was at this period of his existence that he first fore- 
gathered with his life-long chum, Johnny Danvers. To 
the best of Mr. Danvers* recollection, they met in a 
perambulator, and his first and lasting impression of 
Dan was that he could howl like a banshee on the 
slightest provocation. I have no doubt ^e children 
would have howled in sympathetic unison could they 
have foreseen the struggles and privations they were 
destined to endure together. 

From that time Dan Leno and Johnny Danvers 
were to each other as brothera From boyhood to 
manhood they worked hand-in-hand, sharing joys and 
troubles alike — a David and Jonathan whose friendship 
lasted unbroken till death. 

Dan Leno s childhood ended in 1 864, and his life s 
work began. 

His father unfortunately d3ring, Dan, having attained 
the mature age of four years, decided to begin lifers 
battle He descended firom his seat as a passenger on 
the family coach, and helped the others to pull the 
machine along. 

In other words, it was in this year that he made his 
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first appearance at the Cosmothica Music Hall, Bell 
Street, Paddington. 

I believe the site of this old hall is now occupied by 
Faddington Baths. 

He was billed as Little George, the Infant Wonder, 
Contortionist and Posturer." 

Where he learnt to contort and posture nobody 
knows for certain ; but I cannot help fancying that his 
childish experience of sleeping in chests of drawers may 
have given him useful experience. 

For this first appearance Dan, being still small and 
accommodating, reciuired no extravagant outlay of 
hard-earned money for costume. Thanks to his con- 
venient stature and his mother's Ingenious economy, a 
pair of her own silk stockings, joined at the top, made 
a complete set of tights for him, and when they were 
fastened round his neck, there stood Dan, fully 
equipped ! 

As the salary was an inclusive one for the family, it 
is impossible to say what Dan earned during this, his 
first engagement ; but it may safely be surmised that 
he more than earned his " keep," and, from that time 
henceforth, was more of a profit than an expense to 
those who, theoretically supporting him, he was practi- 
cally helping to support. 

So The infant Wonder" danced, and postured, and 
contorted ; was, I daresay, often very hungry when 
food was short, and, perhaps, in his more optimistic 
moments dreamt of and prayed for the day when be 
miglit earn a whole pound a week. 
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So his mother sang, and pinched, and scraped, and 
contrived, somehow, to make ends meet. She had 

plenty of pluck, and some of her ingenious devices for 
cheating poverty would be amusing if they were not 
pathetic 

For instance, to provide Dan with a new dancing 
suit for a special engagement, she stripped the silk from 
the ribs of an old carriage umbrella and made it of that 
On another occasion she made him an entire tweed 
suit and a Scotch cap out of her own old serge petti- 
coat, while Dan, like a dutiful son, assisted her in these 
devices by consistently declining to add anything worth 
meotiooing to his stature. 

Truly, as Dan himself said a year or two ago, ** I've 
earned a good deal of butter to my bread in my time ; 
but I should have enjoyed it more if it had been better 
spread. I don't want to eat dry bread on Monday and 
lumps of butter on Saturday/' 

There was little or no change in Dan's fortunes when 
his mother married again. His stepfather was one 
William Grant, who performed under the name of Leno 
—the name his stepson was destined to make famous — 
and, if ever a man married a widow without encum- 
brance, he was that man* 

Among the cotton -spinning towns of Lancashire, 
where the "half-timer" flourishes, a large family, so far 
from being an expense, is a source of revenue. Each 
diild, as it grows up, brings its earnings to swell the 
family purse, and in this system Dan's new father was 
evkiently a firm believer. 
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There were no holidays for Dan in those days. We 
find him in 1867 busily dancing with his brother at the 
Britannia, and described on the bills as "The Great 
Little Lenos." Later on, he appeared again at the same 
hall— only nine years in age, but more nearly ninety in 
ripe experience ; where he was announced, " First ap- 
pearance of the Great Little Leno, the quintesiience of 
Irish Comedians." Where he picked up his Irish comedy 
is a mystery; probably he had thus early begtin to 
evolve things from his own inner consciousness. Any- 
way, there he was. 

When the family were fulfilling an engagement in 
Rochdale, and money was coming in with more than 
usual regularity, Mrs. Leno broached a scheme to her 
husband — a pet scheme she had long pondered over. It 
was no less than that Dan and his brother Jack should be 
rigged out for Sunday wear in nice little velvet knicker- 
bockers, with white lace collars and dear little velvet 
caps to match. She knew, of course, that the expense 
would be considerable ; but, in her motherly eye, she 
saw the two boys walking out together thus arrayed, 
and she felt that to attain such a magnificent effect it 
would be worth while making some sacrifice. 

Mr. Leno, senior, agreed up to a point He admitted 
that they might look well enough under such conditions ; 
but, when it came to a question of money in pocket 
or the personal appearance of two boys, he preferred 
the money in pocket every time. 

In place of the black velvet, he suggested corduroy 
and doth caps, and» as Mr. Leno was a man of some 



Digitized by Google 



HIS BIRTH AND PARENTAGE ? 

force of character, they compromised on corduroy. Mrs. 
LenOy however, satisfied her motherly pride by insisting 
on gilt buttons, on which pomt Mr. Leno gracefully 

yielded. 

The first Sunday after their new suits arrived Mrs, 
Leno carefully dressed the two boys, and sent them 

out hand-in-hand to be gazed at by admiring and, prob- 
ably, envious Rochdale. Under these circumstances, 
it naturally follows that the demon who enters into the 
soul of the boy who wears the new suit lured them to 
the side of the canal 

There lay a barge, and from the barge to the canal 
bank stretched a plank. Obviously, such a chance was 
too good to be missed ; so the young Lenos jumped 
up and down on the plank for some time, without 
noticing that each jump was pushing the barge further 
into the middle of the canaL 

When the barge got far enough out, that end of the 
plank fell into the canal, and the boys, who were on it 
at the time^ went with it 

They scrambled out, and, looking at each other, 
realised that it would be injudicious — indeed, the 
height of folly — ^to go home in their present condition. 
So they sat down and sadly ruminated until Dan spied 
a brick-kiln in the near distance. 

That seemed to solve the difficulty. They repaired 
to the brick-kiln with all haste, and drie^ their clothes 
as they sat in its friendly shelter. 

So far all had gone well ; but they received an un- 
expected check when they attempted to dress again. 
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" Dan,** eacdaimed Jack, as he struggled hard to get 
inside an abnormally tight pair of corduroy knicker- 
bockers I fancy this must ht jmr suit IVe got here." 

** I don't know whose suit^^w got," returned Dan, 
also struggling, " but i ll swear these aren't the clothes 
i took off." 

They changed suits, and tried again ; but the result 
was even worse. 

At last they realised the awful truth — ^the corduroy 
suits had shrunk in a very palpable and permanent 

manner. 

With an effort they got them on somehow, and 
surveying eadi other, noted that the knickerbockers 

were now well above the knee, and the coat-sleeves 
ended just below the elbow. 

Whafs to be done now?** said Jack. 

" I know,** replied the resourceful Dan. " When we 
get home, we'll sit down at table quick, put our arms 
and legs well out of sight, and say, 'Is dinner ready?' 
That'll keep us out of trouble till we've had our 
dinner, anyhow." 

And so it was done ; but it didn't come out quite 
as Dan had hoped and expected. Probably, in their 
anxiety, they overacted 

Mr. Leno was reading when they arrived with a mad 
rush, flung themselves at the table, and breathlessly 
inquired, '* Is dinner ready?" 

He looked up in surprise, and eyed the boys curiously. 

"What's all this quick business about?" he inquired. 
* Stand out here!" 
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At the second time of asking they did stand out, 
because it wasn't safe to allow Mr. Leno to repeat a 
request more than twice. 

He looked them up and dowa And then — 

"Motherl" he shouted to his wife. "Mother! come 
here and have a look at your black velvet beauties ! " 

And that is the reason why Dan Leno got no dinner 
that day, and oever possessed a black velvet suit in his 

life. 

It may be noted here that Dan's brother soon left 
the stage to learn a trade, and died at an early age. 

In 1S70 the Irish element was still further fostered 
in Dan, for he was then billed as " Dan Patrick L«no," 
and described as Descriptive and Irish Character 
Vocalist.** 

In this connection it may be noted that there is a 
popular Idea that Dan Leno, in his 3^ng 6xf^, was a 
clc^ dancer, pure and simple, and only took to songs 
in his later years. As the record of his career shows, 
tUs is quite a delusion. 

One of his big successes in these days was a song 
entitled "^Pity the Poor Italian." In this song Dan, 
attired as an Italian hurdy-gurdy boy, and with real 
white rats crawling over him as he sang, struck a note 
of genuine pathos. It is not surprising that he should 

have done so, since the memories of his own short life 
might well have engendered in him a sympathy with 
the character he portnqred. 

The song was especially popular in the colliery 
dtstrictSi. It is iiard to see the connectioa; but the 
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fact remains, that wherever Dan had colliers as his 
audience, he was certain of a shower of coppers raining 

upon the stage as he sang. 

The colliers might not, however, have been so 
generous had they seen the expectant stepfather wait- 
ing at the wings, carefully counting each coin as Dan 
picked it up, and thoughtfully relieving the *'poor 
Italian boy " of his burden the moment he came off 
the stage. 

So far, all salaries had been inclusive for the family ; 
but Dan's stepfather, with the idea of netting an extra 
salary, changed the boy's name to Dan Patrick, and, 

as such, he duly appeared for his first recorded separate 
salary. This was at a combined music-hall and hotel 
in Birmingham, and his reward for singing and dancing 
four times nightly was 2^s. a week, with board and 
lodging. This was a distinct advance for him. 

It is true that he never, personally, saw any of the 
23s. ; but, as he used to say, he was permitted to keep 
the board and lodgings for his very own. 

While on the subject of Dan Leno's salary, there is 
a very curious instance worth recording. 

In his young days it was the custom of the music- 
hall proprietor to make out the artistes' contracts p^ • 
sonally, and in his own handwriting. In the hands 
of some of the more illiterate owners of the cheaper 
balls a contract thus became, at times, a very weird 
document. 

One of these gentry, having engaged Dan's services 
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at the salary of £2 or. od, per week, duly handed him 
his contract for signature. 

Unfortunately his education being defective, or his 
memory at fault, he had either never learnt or had 

forgotten that £2 - o ■ o required a dot before each 
''a'' The astonished and delighted Dan» therefore, 
opened his contract to read that he was engaged for 
one week at the salary of £200 ! 

Needless to say, he didn't get it then, although he got 
it afterwards ; but I am inclined to beheve that the 
Spirit of prophecy must have entered into that music- 
hall proprietor as it did into Balaam's ass, and that he 
prophesied better than he knew. 

In 1877 the little company were In Manchester, and 
in rather low water. They had been out of an engage- 
ment for nineteen weeks; they bad no immediate 
pro s pects, and the outlook was gloomy. 

So the word was passed to Dan, the indefatigable, 
that he must go out and earn something somehow ; 

sing at pubhc-houses, in the streets ; anywhere, so long 

as the result was money. And Dan, the indefatigable, 
obediently set forth. 

Finding that there was no overpowering demand at 
the moment for a comic vocalist in busy Manchester, 

he tramped further afield, and eventually found himself, 
penniless but by no means despairing, in the small 
town of H3^e. 

i'ausing before the Railway Inn there, he was de« 
lighted to see in the window an announcement to the 
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effect that a * free-and-easy" was to be held there tliat 
very evening. 

Here's my chancel'* said Dan to himself^ and 

promptly went inside to interview the landlord. 

The gentleman in question was a short and extremely 
stout specimen of humanity, who, it afterwards turned 
out, suffered from some complaint that caused him to 
fail asleep at frequent intervals, and with marvellous 
abruptness. On these occasions it was the rule of the 

house that everybody sat still and preserved complete 
silence until he woke up of his own accord. 

To him Dan proffered his modest request that be 
might be allowed to sing at the forthcoming entertain- 
ment, and, to his joy, he was granted permission to sing 
what he liked and collect all he could. 

It was then four o'clock in the afternoon, and the 
concert began at six. 

What are you going to do between now and six 
o'clock ? " asked the landlord. 

" Walk round the town," replied Dan. 

" But you can walk round Hyde in a quarter of an 
hour," objected mine host. 

(I Very good," said Dan, making a rapid calculation, 
** then I'll walk round it eight times 1 " 

'*H'm! You seem to be fairly fond of walking,** 
remarked Boniface. 

Dan considered a moment ''Well/' he said at 
length, it's not altogether that ; but it's the cheapest 
amusement I know except sleeping, and they won't let 
me do tAai in the street" 
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The landkMxi looked more closely at the boy, and 
evidently saw mnething in his face that moved Um to 

pity. 

You're tired, my lad/' he said, " and you're hungry." 

"Oh yes!** admitted Dan, with the cardess indifTer- 
ence of one who describes his normal condition. ''Oh 
yttl I'm hungry!" 

''Then," said the good-hearted landlord, "dinner's 
just ready. Come in and sit down with us." 

A few moments later and Dan was sitting at table 

gazing rapturously at a beautiful joint of roast beef. 
The odour of it was a delight in itself, and if Dan had 
been hungry before he was doubly so now. 

Mine host sharpened his knife on the steel, and was 
just on the point of carving the first portion, when, alas, 
his complaint overcame him, and he fell fast adeep, as 
he sat, knife in hand. 

At once all business was suspended, and the as* 
sembied company sat and gazed at the beef in deadly 
silence. 

What the others felt Dan never knew; but he himself 
sufleied all the torments of a Tantalus. 

He sat there, heart-sick with deferred hope, until he 
felt that he absolutely could not stand it any longer. 

So, being essentially a man of action, he boldly took 
tiie Initiative. 

He happened to be sitting next to the sleeper, and 
hh first step towards emancipation and dinner was to 
^ure, unostentatiously, a three-pronged steel fork. 

This weapon he carefully concealed under the folds 
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of the tablecloth, and, watching his opportunity, adroitly 

"jabbed " it into the calf of his slumbering host 

It didn't go in so viry far," said Dan afterwards, 
"but, of course, I had to be sure it went izx momf^zxA 
famishing folks can't stick at trifles." 
It went far enough. 

Mine host woke with a start and a shout, rubbed his 

leg, said he reckoned he'd a bit of cramp (on which 
point Dan was careful not to contradict him), proceeded 
with his carving, and Dan got his dinner. 

That night he duly appeared at the free-and-easy. 

The proceedings were opened fay songs fiom two or 
three local working-men, and then Dan was let loose 
upon the assembly. 

His success was instantaneous, and so complete as to 

be almost embarrass! nf^. 

To the credit of the critical faculty in Hyde, be it 
said that his audience appreciated him so highly that, 
after his first song, they steadfastly and absolutely 
declined to listen to anybody else» So^ for the re- 
mainder of the night, until eleven o'clock, Dan sang 
and danced without intermission, and, but for the 
licensing laws, might have gone on singing and dancing 
until next day for all his audience cared. At the end 
of his labours he got his reward — a collection of 
£\ i8a, mostly in coppers. 

The last train having gone to Manchester, and there 
being limits even to his pedestrian endurance, he slept 
that night on the floor of the concert-room, and started 
for home next morning with his load of coppers, a 
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quaint Httle figure, with bis bundle slung on a stick 

over his shoulder and a pair of ornate dancing-clogs 
on his feet. 

On the high road he met a trio of beggars — man, 
woman^ and child — dolefully singing a melancholy 
tune, in the hope of attracting the attention of the 
charitable. Dan, the successful, looked at them, and 
his heart melted. 

Diving into his pockety he produced a handful of 
coppers, thrust them into the man's hand, and closed 
his fingers over them. He repeated the operation with 
the woman and the child, and then went on his way. 

Not a word was spoken on either side; but when 
Dan, after walking fifty or sixty yards« turned to look 
bdiind him, there were the three, standing where he 
left them, each holding a hand still outstretched, and 
gazing after him in open-mouthed amazement 

Said Dan afterwards, ^ I don't think I ever walked 
six miles so lightly and easily as I did after that." 

Dan arrived home in the middle of a domestic stonn. 
His mother, rendered nervous by the fact that he had 
been away all night, was severely blaming his step- 
£ither for sending him out in the way he did, and 
freely asserting that, if her boy ran away or got lost, 
the fault would be entirely his. 

However, the advent of Dan and his peace-offering 
cleared the sk\ , and as he very wisely told nobody the 
exact amount he had collected, nobody missed the 
amount he had given away in charity. 
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SOON after this the company sailed for Ireland 
How they managed to scrape tc^^ether the money 
for their fim, or wliedier th^ travelled '*on their 

baggage," is not recorded, but they got there somehow ; 
for the first impression of Dan^ as he appeared in the 
streets of Dublin, is given by one who came to know 
him well in later years. 
This is how he stmck the passer-by. 

smallish man, or a biggie boy, with an ex- 
pression of chastened sorrow on his features, somewhat 
tempered by a mischievous twinkle in his eye. On 
his head a wUte bill>rock hat of the usoal basin shape 
he always affected in those days (there is strong reason 
to believe it was always the same hat}, a short ooat; 
a still shorter waistcoat, with a considerable piece of 
vacant land between its termination and the beginning 
of the trousers. 

* Item, a pair of elastic -side boots that were worn 
indifferently by Dan and his mother, and which fully 
accounted for the fact that, unless Dan wore his dogs^ 
they were never seen out in the street together." 

i6 
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As Dan, in all his glory, passed a group of loafers, 

who were busily en^jaged in leaning up against the 
wall a public-house, one of them, pointing to him 
Significantly, whistled a few bars of the then popular 
song, " He's got 'em on ! He*s got *em on," to which 
Dan immediately responded by pointing, first to his own 
nose, then to the inflamed organ of the whistler, and 
whistling the well-known air from Les Cloches de Came' 
fttZ(Sr, Just look at this— just look at that I " 

Then, realising that the loafers were not only larger, 
but more numerous than he was himself, he incon- 
tinently fled without waiting further developments. 

During this tour, Dan, in addition to singing and 
dancing, fuliilled the Shakesperean adage by playing 
many parts. One character sketch he gave was known 

as Torpedo Bill. 

This explosive person was a mischievous boy, who 
was a source of great trouble to his worthy parents. 

The plot was of the simplest. It began with a dis- 
cussion be t w een his father, a cobbler, and his mother^ 
a washerwoman, as to what was Torpedo Bill's real 
vocation in life. 

The father desired him to stick to the last ; but the 
mother had more ambition, and earnestly wished him 
to turn his attention towards becoming a great inventive 
genius. 

BtD, in his efforts to justify his fond mother's estimate 
of his latent powers, invented a great many wild, weird 
tUi^ that consistently involved the family in awful 
disaster whenever they were tested, and ended the 
c 



Digitized by Google 



i8 DAN LENO 

* 

piece by blowing up the entire strength of the company 
with gunpowder. 

It mint have been a bustling sketch while it lasted, 
and if anybody could carry through a thing of that kind 
successfully, Dan could. 

In another sketch he appeared as Pcmgo," a par- 
ticularly athletic and vicious species of monkey. 

Dan specially enjoyed this performance, as the 
business " included a conskierable amount of chasing 
his stepfather to and fro. 

Pongo was armed with a thick roll of brown paper 
for this purpose, to tiie manufacture and solidity of 
which Dan saw personally every night ; and as he fairly 
estimated that every resounding whack he got home on 
his revered step-parentfs anat6my metaphorically wiped 
off a box on the ears, it is to be hoped and believed 
that by the time the latter gentleman retired from the 
stage, they were fairly entitled to cry '^quits'* on the 
score of assault and battery. 

It was this visit to Ireland that gave Dan the "touch 
of the brogue" that led so many people into the delu- 
sion that he was of Hibernian origin. Why he should 
have adopted an Irish accent, when he had just as 
much reason to be Scotch, Lancashire, Yorkshire^ or 
Cockney, it is not easy to say ; but the fact remains 
that it clung to him throughout life. 

It was, to be sure, most obvious when he was in 
mischief or when he was very much in earnest ; but, 
as he was generally one or the otiier, there was a pretty 
constant and strong suggestion of it about his speech. 
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No d<mbt» also, his childish training as a smger of Irish 
songs was partly responsible. He went to Ireland for 

the first time as an Irish comedian, more or less ; he 
came back, more or less, as an Irishman. 

If, during these early struggles, Dan's mother was 
always willing and anxious to help him, Dan, in his 
tnroy was no less e^iger and ready to help his mother. 

Indeed, his will was sometimes greater than his 
power, as the history of the ruined dinner at Belfast 
lestiiies. 

On a certain Sunday Dan's mother was not feeling 
particularly well, so Dan packed her off to bed, there 
to rest until dinner was ready, while he boldly under- 
took the responsibility of the culinary arrangements 
for the entire family. 

The Mil of fare consisted of a roast of beef, boiled 
potatoes, and a batter pudding, all of which Dan, 
sternly ileclining offers of* outside assistance, under- 
took to have "done to a turn" by the appointed 
time. 

So his mother retired to bed, while the rest of the 
family went their various ways and left him to it. 

He started operations by peeling the potatoes, which 
Itt soon found to be a more difikult task than he had 

expected. There appeared to be no middle course 
between the Scylla of leaving large pieces of peel on 
die potatoes, and the Charybdis of cutting off large 

chunks of potato with the peel ; so he chose the latter 
course as being the less of two evils, and very quickly 
ledueed five pounds of potatoes to ifaree» or thereabouts. 
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The process was, in fact, as magnificently simple as 
that of the would-be sculptor, who proposed to make 
a statue by taking a large block of marble and knock* 
ing off the pieces he didn't require. 

Carefully throwing away the rejected pieces of potato^ 
with the peel attached, he placed the remnants, or — as 
he described them — the potato pdlets, into a pan of 
water, and, trustfully leaving them to boil until ftirtiier 
orders, turned his attention to the bee£ 

This joint he rigged up before the fire by means of 
an involved contrivance of string that was entirely his 
own invention, and, feeling he had done his duty by it, 
left it to its own devices, and went for the batter 
pudding in the spirit and with the enterprise of an 
Edison. 

Dan had theories about batter puddings. What par- 
ticular ingredients he put into the specimen in question 

he never divulged to a living soul ; but the consensus of 
opinion among the family, when guessing afterwards, 
was that there had been a sinful waste of Portland 
cement in its preparation. However, that is antici- 
pating. 

Dan, looking up for a moment from the intricacies of 
his batter pudding, noticed that, while the beef was 
turning a brownish black on the side nearest the fire, 
the opposite side stiU remained in its original raw^red 
condition. 

Obviously it was necessary that the joint should 
revolve if both sides were to be eaten on the same day; 
so, having no meat-jack, he twisted the string with one 
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band, while he vigorously stirred the batter pudding 
with the other. 

This kept him busy, until the string broke and the 
beef fell into the fire. Nor was this all ; for Dan, 
jumping up iiastiiy to try and save the beef, upset 
the batter pudding on the floor, and the disaster was 
complete. This would have daunted most men; but 
Dan never gave in ; so, after scraping the beef, rescuing 
what he could of the pudding, and wiping up all traces 
of the accident, he cheerfully began again. 

It was, by this time, long past the usual dinner-hour, 
and the various members of the family, who had re- 
turned hungry, took it in turns to look in the kitchen, 
and inform the cook, gratuitously but pointedly, what 
time it was. 

To these hints Dan merely replied that ail would be 
ready in a few minutes. He said it hopefully; but, in his 
own heart, hope was dead. He knew the beef and the 
pudding had failed him, and his only chance of salva- 
tion depended upon the potatoes. They, at any rate, 

had remained quietly in their pan, and, so far as he 
could judge, had been strictly attending to business. 
When, however, he poured them out, a sodden, shape- 
less mass, he yielded to the inevitable, served up the 
dinner as it was, and bravely prepared to face the 
consequences. 

He brought in both courses at once, partly to save 
time, and partly to know the worst as soon as possible. 

He was not long kept in suspense. 

Hib stepfather, about to carve the joint, suddenly 
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paused and inspected it more closely; then, without 

a word, took it from the dish, and hurled it with all his 
m^ht at the unfortunate cook, 

Dan, dodging to avoid, fell back with his chair, and 
while he was on the flour, the justly irate Mr. Leno, 
after pouring the potatoes and batter pudding over his 
prostrate form, left the house, in great indignation, to 
seek refreshment elsewhere. 

So ended a perfectly unique dinner, that required six 
hours to prepare, and was polish^ off in something 
under five minutes. 

It was not the only gastronomic disappointment the 
unfortunate family were destined to have on this event- 
ful tour. 

One day, Dan and Johnny Danvers^ taking a 
in the country outside the town in which they were 

performing, found themselves in an extensive copse 
or thicket 

''What are those things growing up there?" asked 

Johnny, pointing. 

" Nutsl Hooray I" exclaimed Dan, recognising them 
at once. 

They were small ; but they certainly were nuts ; so 
the pair set to work to reap their liar vest, and, after 
filling their pockets, their caps, and every other re- 
ceptacle they possessed or could invent, returned home 
in triumph, laden with their spoiL 

'* Hullo t What have you got here?" inquired Mr. 
Leno, senior, inspecting the heap that Dan and Johnny 
had deposited on the table in the sitting-room. 
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** NutSp" replied Dan, with justifiable pride. ^ 

"Nuts! So they are!" exclaimed Mr. Leno, rub- 
bing his hands with considerable satisfactioa And a 
goodish pile of them, tool Now, you can leave all 
that arrangement to me. I've been in good society 
in my time, and 1 know how nuts ought to be eaten. 
Well keep them till Sunday, and then we^ll eat them 
after dinner, with a drop of good port wine just to give 
them a flavour." 

Sunday duly arrived ; dinner was over ; Dan had 
tvou|^t in from the adjacent public-house the drop of 
good port wine,** or, in his own words, the " bob's worth 
of red ink," and the nuts entered amidst loud applause. 

The sad sequel is soon told. The family hopefully 
oiicked those nuts for the best part of an hour and a 
half ; but not a single kernel did they find, for the 
simple reason that the nuts had all been gathered too 
young. 

On this Irish tour Dan, while losing none of his 
comedy, was steadily developing, as a dog dancer, those 
marveUons steps that gave him, a few years afterwards, 
the championship of the world. 

Nobody taught him ; but possessing that rare com- 
bination, an original and an imitative brain, he success- 
fully copied all the various steps he saw others do, 
improved upon them, and, in addition, invented not 
a few of his own. 

Famous clog-dancers were, in those days, fairly 
oomenxis, especially in the north of England; but 
nobody suspected that there was, in Ireland, a com* 
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parativdy unknown 3n3Uth, who was quietly training, 

and was destined to upset the pretensions of more than 
one champion at his very Urst attempt 

His local fame as a dancer was, however, spreading 
to the extent that, as a professional tutor in the art, he 
began to take in pupils. 

One day there came to him a member of the Royal 
Irish Constabulary who explained that, being ambitious 
to join the i^oiice Minstrel Company as an active 
member, he wished to learn a few steps, in order that 
he might be more efficient as an entertainer. 

The policeman was a fairly large specimen of a fairly 
large dass^ and, for a moment, Dan gazed at his feet, 
reflectively and in some doubt. He thought, however, 
that there was probably money in the undertaking that 
he could ill afford to throw away ; so he agreed to do 
his best to teach the constable to dance. 

By the end of six weeks he had succeeded, with the 
expenditure of much patience on the one side, and 
perspiration on the other, in teaching his pupil three 
steps. 

^'Now,** said Dan to him, ^you've got three steps 

solid, and if you put half of one step into half of 
another, you can vary it so that you've really ^ot six 
steps altogether. I have to go away for a fortnight ; 
but what I've taught you is no earthly good unless you 

practise. 

Practise whenever and wherever you have llie 
chance, and when I come back» if you're all r^t on 

what you know now, I'll teach you some more." 
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At Dan's return, be was met by the constable in 
great trouble. It appeared that» following out his 
tutor's instructions faithfully and conscientiously, he 
bad been in the babit^ while on night duty, of retiring 
up seduded passages, and, placing his lantern on the 
ground, assiduously practising his three steps, and 
painfully endeavouring to convert them into six. 

While thus engaged one night, he was surprised by 
his sergeant. The sergeant, very naturally, accused bis 
subordinate of hdng drunk, and would listen to no 
explanation whatever. He entreated Dan to see the 
sergeant and corroborate his statement ; so Dan good- 

naturedly saw the sergeant ; explained satisfactorily, 
and, the sergeant becoming interested, Dan gained 
another pupil 

After a somewhat severe course of instruction, Dan 
prooounoed his pupils to be efficient— that is, for police 

minstrels — and within a week or so had the satisfaction 
of learning that, at a public concert, and a specially 
ahored-up platform, they had performed a pas de deux 
with complete success. 

So far, nothing had been arranged regarding pay- 
ment, but, three days after the concert, the sergeant 
called upon Dan, and, expressing himself as eternally 
grateful, both on his own behalf and that of his col- 
league, thrust into his hands a cigar-box with holes 
bored in the lid by means of a red-hot poker, begged 
his acceptance of the same, and, without waiting for 
thanks, left in a somewhat hasty manner. 
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DaOt somewhat surprised^ and not a little curious^ 
opened the box, and found therein a live canary. 

Not liking to keep the poor thing immured in such 
an uncomfortable and highly flavoured prison as an 
old cigar-box, Dan, although he could ill afford the 
necessary shillings, purchased a cage, and installed his 
prize in this more commodious home. Next day the 
bird died ; so that Dan's reward, for several weeks' 
hard work, was a dead bird, and a bird-cage he didn't 
require, minus several shillings he required very much. 

He took it very philosophically, however ; the only 
comment he was ever heard to make on the transacticm 
being: 

** It serves me jolly well ri^ht for teaching policemen 
to do what nature never intended they should da" 

The ungrateful policeman somewhat unexpectedly 
cropped up again a week or two later, and was, all un- 
wittingly, the means of healing the only quarrel Dan 
Leno ever had with Johnnie Danvera 

At their then impressionable age, the quarrel was, 
naturally, over a member of the other sex. 

She was an attendant at a skating rink, and evi- 
dently a firm believer in the advisability of having 
more than one string to her bow. She was also a sub- 
ject which, although, as it afterwards turned out, Dan 
and Johnnie had in common, they somehow never 
discussed together. So it happened that one fine 
Sunday afternoon, neither suggested to the other to 
take a walk ; but both repaired to the bedroom at the 
same hour, and began to make a careful toilet 
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"What are you getting yourself up like that for?** 
ixiquixed Johnnie. 

It's a pity if I can't wash my face without jwm inter- 
fering," retorted Dan. " And if it comes to that, why 
are you putting all that grease on your hair ? " 

"To keep it on/* replied Johnnie laconically; ''so 
mind your own business, and keep yours on." 

As spick-and-span as they could make themselves, 
the twain emerged from the house together. At the 
gate they paused mutually. 

** I'm gping this w^/' said Johnnie significantly, and 
indicating his direction. 

"So am I," returned Daa 

Up a street, round ^ coro^r, i»p another street, and 
round another corner, they marched side by side in dig- 
Tufied silence, until it seemed to strike Dan that their 
destinations might possibly sync)ut>nise in a manner 
too embarrassing to be pleasant. 

"How far are you going? ' he asked suspiciously. 

" 111 stop when I get there," wa§ the other's enigmatic 
reply. 

A few mofe streets and corners they n^otiated in 
oommon, and, finally, both halted before a certain 

house with the precision and uniformity of a military 
manceuvre. 

**Vm stopping here,** explained Dan pointedly. 

Good-bye.** 

You needn't say good-bye," said Johnnie, " because 
I'm stopping here, toa" 
So, for a quarter of an hour or twenty minutes, they 
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stood there, alternately scowling at each other defiantly, 
and indulging in plaintive little whistles, obviously in> 
tended to announce their proximity to their charmer. 

At the end of that time, the door opened ; they 
eagerly started forward ; and the young lady emerged, 
followed, all in his Sunday best, by the stalwart con- 
stable Dan had been at so much pains in teaching to 
dance. Without so much as a look at the unhappy 
pair, she took the policeman's proffered arm, and 
sailed majestically down the street 

Dan and Johnnie watched them out of sight ; then, 
turning to each other, they burst into a roar of laughter, 
and walked home arm-in-arm themselves. 

The Leno family did not find Ireland a veritable 
£1 Dorada 

For instance, Dan has himself stated : — 

**I remember being engaged to give a song and 
dance at the Exhibition in Dublin. I danced my clog 
dance with hardly a bit of sole under my clogs ; but I 
got fifteen shillings a week during that engc^ement, 
and jolly glad I was to get it" 

It is a noteworthy fact that the next time he visited 
Dublin his salary was one hundred pounds a week. 

After a thorough and protracted search, throughout 
the length and breadth of Ireland, for the fortune that 
all good Bohemians believe they will eventually find, 
the family returned to England, there to resume the 
monotonous occupation known as "touring the 
smalls." 

While thus engaged they visited Shefi&eld, and here 
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it was they got a chance which, they all fondly 
hoped, might piove to be the turning-point in their 
career. 

While perusing a theatrical paper one day, Mr. 
Leno chanced to see an advertisement that interested 

him greatly. 

It was, in effect^ that an entrepreneur was wanted, 
who could supply a really good high-class entertain- 

ment on the occasion of certain festivities that were to 
be held in honour of the coming of age of the eldest son 
of a certain noble lord, whose family seat was situated 
some twenty miles distant from Sheffield. The fee 
offered was an inclusive one of fifty pounds, and all 
applications were to be sent to the steward of the 
estate. Mr. Leno immediately sat down and wrote a 
letter to the steward that did him infinite credit 

In it he stated that he (Mr. Leno) was an entre* 
preneur of immense exp>erience and world-wide fame ; 
that he was willing, for the sum mentioned, to bring 
down a company of London artistes, all of unrivalled 
ability and marvellous versatility, adding that the 
happy accident of this brilliant troupe being as close at 
hand as Sheffield was the reason that enabled him to 
offer the noble lord what was really the chance of a 
lifetime. 

His company, continued Mr. Leno, was high-class or 
nothing; but where high-class was required it was 
simply and absolutely everything. 

He fearlessly undertook to supply any kind of high- 
class entertainment that the noble lord might select- 
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Light Opera; Comic Opera; Grand Opera; Shake- 
spearean Revival; Farce; Orchestral Concert; or 
Tragedy. 

" But," he somewhat artfully concluded, " if you wish 
to see my company at its very best, I would recom- 
mend a variety show as being our very strongest 

point'* 

There were a few days of sickening suspense; but at 
last there came a letter from the steward to say that 

Mr. Leno's offer had been accepted, and requesting him 
to bring his company down to give a variety show on 
the day appointed. 

Then there was great joy in the house of Leno, 
mingled with much furbishing up of theatrical garments, 
and practising of new songs and steps. 

It was arranged that the company were to travel by 
train to a small station down the line, where they would 
be met by a w^^onette, and driven to the scene of the 

fe^jtivities. 

This is Dan's description of the talented company 
that boarded the wagonette, much to the surprise of 

his lordship's servants, who had been led to expect 
something different. 

1. The bid man (Mr. Leno) got up as the entrepreneur. 
Hair well oiled, to the great detriment of his coat collar ; 
shocking bad top-hat ; and the inevitable Family Ulster 
with bits of an old fur boa of mother's stitched on the 
collar and cuffs. 

2. A harmonium player, with a groggy face, carrying 
his harmonium. 
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5. A violinist who squinted 

4. A comet player with four teeth out-*4he worst 
cornet player in the provinces, 

5* A negro comedian in a velvet coat and coiduroy 
trousers, 

6. The human eel. A very fat man with a purple 
boe dut>ngh bending backwards. 

7. A lady vocalist, dressed entirely in stage " props/* 
and wearing a hat a man had once worn when he played 
lUxoea 

5. Johnnie Danvers in patched boots. 
9. Dan Leno in frayed trousers. And 

la The luggage; An old tin box with hollows all 
over it, and tied up with pieces of rope. 

When they arrived at their destination^ they found 
thtttheentertainmeni took the shape of agarden party; 
a platform was erected at the end of a lawn for their 
peribrmafioey and behind it stood a large marquee; 

About this lawn were stroUing ladies and gentlemen^ 
all beautifully attired^ and in order to reach their dress- 
ing-foom, the company had to cross it in fM view of 
the assembled guests. 

They hesitated a moment; then Mr. Leno boldly 
took the plmige, and led the way. The others followed, 
and, the passage being safely accomplished, they were 
~i t on the other side by two flunkeys in gorgeous livery, 
Bdbie them Mr. Leno, temporarily overawed by their 
magnificence, took off his hat and bowed humbly. 
The flunkeys, eyeing the party disdainfully, merely 
pointed to the marquee, and then retired. 
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They entered the marquee, and were delighted to 

see, spread before them, a large round of beef, pickles 
of many varieties^ and jugs of beer wherewith to wash 
it all dowa 

For a moment they gazed in silent admiration. 

The human eel was the hrst to speak. 

"Oh dear I I wish my poor wife were here I " he said; 
a speech that did him credit, but suggested sad memo- 
ries of hungry days. But the human eel was not a mao 
who wasted much time over foolish and unavailing 

regrets. 

He heaved one sigh« and» philosophically remarking, 
Well, if she's not here, I am/* attacked the cold beef 

and pickles with a certain amount of science, and a 
great deal of vigour. 
He showed such strong tendencies towards rapid 

consumption that the rest of the company had, in seli- 
defence» to sit down without loss of time and join in 
the fray. 

A somewhat prolonged meal was the result; indeed, 
it was not until after hve or six messages^ each one more 
urgent than the last, had been sent by the steward to 
know if the company was nearly ready to begin the 
performance, that Mr. Leno reluctantly gave the word 
to desist 

The human eel, who had been particularly heavy 
on the beer and the pickles, sat back in his chair with I 
a satisfied grunt, wiped his mouth with the back of his; 
hand, and remarked somewhat huskily, " Guv'nor ! put 
me on lastl" 
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It was a pity, as it afterwards turned out, that Mr. 
Lcvj^ did not take this sound, practical advice. 

The proceedings opened with a performance of the 
o\ciUire to Zampa by the full orchestra. This was 
so distressingly bad that the audience took it to be 
intentionally so, and laughed heartily at what they, 
with some reason, imagined to be a burlesque on the 
real thing. 

The Insulted orchestra retired, in high dudgeon, to 
the marquee, there to console themselves with more 
beef and beer, and Mr. Leno, remarking that if they 
wanted to laugh he would give them something to 
laugh at, turned on the negro comedian instead of the 
iady vocalist, whose next turn it should have been. 

This gentleman had a large stock of jokes from 
which to draw — ^jokes that were for the most part 
foore distinguished for breadth than length, and that 
certainly possessed the merit of being absolutely new 
I to a fashionable audience. The effect of them was 
iostantaneous. 

At the end of the first joke a distinct shiver ran 
through the audience ; the second caused them to 
shuffle their feet restlessly; the third emptied half 
the seats; arui the fourth was never finished, because 
Mr. Leno, who knew the point of it, audibly insisted 
on the performer leaving the platform before he got 
more than half-way through. 

The entrepreneur now felt that something must be 
done quickly in order to obviate disaster, so he decided 
to play his trump card. Mounting the platform, he 

D 
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announced to those who had bravely remained in their 
seats that he had much pleasure in introducing to 
them a most sensational novelty^ none other than 
The Human Eel.'' 

Applause, a chord from the band, and the human 
eel stepped on to the platform in the bright sunlight, 
attired in green tights, mended, in various places, with 
blue worsted. 

** My first feat," said he, " will be to bend backwards, 
pick up a glass from the ground with my teeth, and 
consume the contents as I resume my original posi* 

tion.'* 

Placing the glass on the ground, and sighing deeply, 
he began to bend, anxiously watched by the rest of the 

company. 

Poor eel! He was, as stated in the bills, only a 
human eel after all, and, as was to be expected under 

existing conditions, he never got his mouth anywhere 
near that glass. 

He struggled nobly, until There was a sharp 

"rip," the green tights yielded where the blue worsted 
most predominated ; and the remainder of the audience 
retired. 

In vain Mr. Leno remounted the platform, and en- 
treated them to remain and see " the great and only 
Dan Leno, the greatest dancer and comedian on the 
stage." They knew when they had had enough, and 
publicly intimated the same. 

A brief period of doubt among the company as to 
what it was advisable to do next was peremptorily 
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settled by the steward, who informed Mr. Leno that 
the further services of himself and his distinguished 
cocnpan/ would be dispensed with ; that the wagonette 
was now waiting to take them back to where it had, 
unfortunately, found theiui and that the cheque for ^^50 
would be sent in the course of a day or two. 

There was no help for it. So poor Dan, cheated out 
of his hrst appearance before a really fashionable 
crowd, climbed sadly into the vehicle and was driven 

away. 

I wonder how many of that high-class party have 
laughed at and applauded him since then, without 
knowing the bitter disappointment they caused him on 
that eventful day. 

Three da3rs elapsed, B^nd no cheque arrived. The 
family, in anticipation of the expected wealth, had 
launched out into various extravagances, and money 
was decidedly short So, on the fourth morning, 
Mr. Leno started off to collect personally. 

On arrival, he was informed by the lodge*keeper 
that the steward and hts lordship were out shooting. 

" Where are they shooting ? " inquired Mr. Leno. 

^Somewhere over there," replied the lodge-keeper, 
waving his hand in the direction implied. 

Mr. Leno looked *' somewhere over there," and saw 
an apparently iiltmitable expanse of fields, ploughed 
and otherwise I lie expedition seemed almost hope- 
less ; but pecuniary matters were pressing, and he felt 
that he must collect something, or die in the attempt. 

He walked about the fields for four hours, in shoes 
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and garments ill adapted for the purpose, and at last, a 
muddy and dishevelled object, came upon the shooting 
party. The steward promptly ordered him away ; but 
Mr. Leno had not come through so much only to yield 

tamely, so he declined to go, and appealed to his 
lordship. 

A promise to post the cheque that evening was met 

by Mr. Leno with the objection that certain pressing 
creditors must, without fail, be satisfied immediately on 
his return home. 

"But, my good man!" exclaimed his lordship, "I 
don't carry fifty pounds in my pockets when I come out 
shooting." 

Mr. Leno knew that. In i.icl, he never did it himself; 
stilly landlords were landlords,. and the company did not 
wish to walk about the streets of Sheffield all night ; in 

short, a sum of money in cash at uncc, and the balance 
by post that night, were necessary to save the financial 
situation. A collection was thereupon taken up among 
the members of the party, and the sum total, seven 
pounds in all, being handed to Mr. Leno on account, he 
began his return journey, feeling, with the village black- 
smith, that he had "something attempted, something 
done." 

Elated, but weary, he turned into the village ale- 
house, there to refresh himself and wait for his train. 
Assembled in the bar- parlour he found a crowd of 
village worthies, with whom he got into conversation. 
They turned out to be such a sociable lot, and when 
they discovered he was a real play-actor from London, 
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respectfully appreciative of the honour he did 
them by sitting in their midst, that Mr. Leno missed 
his train. 

However, there were others, and he was enjoying 
himself; so he missed the next three, and being nothing 
if not convivial, occupied hts time by treating the entire 
assemblage to "whatever they fancied" at frequent 
inter\'a]$. As the glad tidings spread through the 
village, fresh arrivals dropped in, and very soon there 
was *' standin^j-room only" in that bar-parlour. 

W hen the time came for absolutely the last drink, 
and the last train, the villagers escorted their generous 
host to the station, and, j^iving him a hearty cheer a^ 
the train moved off, sent him away in a blaze of 
popularity that contrasted finely with his departure 
on a previous occasion. 

When Mr. Leno arrived home very late that night 
to the expectant family, he merely exhibited three 
pounds without comment, and until the cheque arrived 
next morning nobody knew enough to ask him what 
be had done with the balance. 



A 
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CHAPTER III 
DAN LENO AS AUTHOR AND PAINTER 
7 HEN the company on tour arrived in a new 



V V town, and were looking for lodgings, Mr. Leno, 
senior, generally used to formulate his request sometliing 
in the following manner : — 

1 require a room for myself and wife, and any odd 
corner you may have where we can put the boys." 

The boys in question were Dan Leno and Johnny 
Danvers, and there is no manner of doubt that, as a 
rule, they slept in some very odd comers indeed. 

Left very much to themselves when they were not 
required on the stage, they used to amuse each other 
by telling impromptu stories. 

If they were lucky enough to secure a real bedroom 
with a real window in it, they were able to round off 
these stories with dramatic effect, if Dan, for instance, 
told a particularly good one, Johnny, to show his 
appreciation, would get out of bed, and gravely raise 
and lower the window-blind ; while Dan, also getting 
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out of bed, would as solemnly bow to the street In 
theatrical parlance, he "took his curtain " 

The pair used to iiidalge in long conversations of 
absolute nonsense, the aim being to keep the ball 
rolling, the more eccentrically and extravagantly the 
better. 

As for instance : — 

Dan. I once had an lOU* 

Johnny. So had I ; but now Ive only got U left. 

Dan. Yes ! Poor lO died 

Johnny. What did 10 die of? 

Dan. Don't you know ? Iodide of potassium. 

Johnny (looking for socks and finding a pair with 
holes in them). Don*t talk to me I I'm collecting my 
rent^. 

Dan. Ah I That's the worst of taking socks on a 
long lease. 

Johnny {inspecting socks). These are three quarters 
overdue f I must speak to my valet. 

D(Ui. Oh ! By-the-by, have you heard what's hap- 
pened to my valet, Simpson? 
Johnny. No ! yo\x haven't parted with him, have you ? 
Dan, I had to. He died. 

Johnny. Of potassium ? 

Dan. No 1 A rattlesnake bit him in the Strand. 
Johnny. It's a mean thing to do when a man isn't 
kx>king. 

Diui. Oh! But the snake was perfectly fair. It 
gave him every chance. It rattled three times before 
it bit him. 

And so on. Extravagant nonsense, of course ; but 
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the kind of nonsense Dan revelled in, and that he was 

able to retail with such truly marvellous effect on the 
stage in later years. 

In every way the ridiculous non sequiHtr appealed 
to him far more strongly than did the obvious. 

I well remember the morning when he turned up at a 
rdiearsal of the Mother Goose pantomime at Drury 
Lane» and announced that he had got with him the 
song he intended to sing. The title, he explained, was 
" The Wasp and the Hard-Boiled Egg," at which we all 
laughed hugely, thinking this was one of Dan's little 
jocular inventions. 

But it turned out that it actually ivas the title of 
the song, and he sang it, with great success, throughout 
the run of the piece. 

Who that heard him can ever forget the pathos — 
almost amounting to tears — ^in his voice, when, after 
the passionate appeal of the wasp to the hard-hearted 
egg, he sang— 

** But not one word said the Iiarcl- boiled egg, 
The hard-boiled egg, 
The hard-boiled egg, 
And what a silly insect was the wasp to beg ! 
}• or yuu can't get any sense out of a iiard-boiled egg ? 

It could never occur to anybody but a Dan Leno to 
create such an incompatible alliance as a wasp and a 

hard-boiled egg, and make a mock love ballad out of 
the result 

It was this passion of his for sheer, irresponsible non^ 

sense that, cuinbincd with his gift lur hkUkc caricature. 
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made his humour irresistible. One recognises this, not 
only tn his performances, his grotesque make-up and 
stage attire, but in his sketches and in his writings. 

Fainting was a great hobby of his. In this, as in all 
else, he was entirely self-taught ; but he has left behind 
him specimens of his handiwork to show beyond doubt 
that the artistic gift was latent in him. He was particu- 
larly proud of some scene-painting he did for a theatre 
he rigged up to amuse his children at home 

When on tour he carried about with him a MS. book, 
in which he recorded his freaks of fancy as they occurred 
to htm, and illustrated them in the same spirit in which 
be wrote them. 

Some of these specimens of how Dan Leno amused 
himself in his leisure hours are well worth reproducing. 

Here is what he describes as 

-A VERY BRIEF DRAMA/* 

Dramatis persona — 
A Sailor. A Maiden. A Villain. 

ACT I. 

Scene. The Docks by KushiighL 
Enter Sailor. 

Saihr* Here^s a fine go 1 I've been and lost my Ijacca'bo]!. 

Enier Press-Gano. 

They take no notice oj him, so he xtoluutetrs, 

[ Curtain amid $uppnsud txciimimt 
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ACT 11. 

Scene. A Large Ciai/us Line. 

Enter Maiden, wiih mouih full of clothes-pegs^ singing Tk 

Amhof^s migked." 
Enter Villain, wiih fears rolling down his cheeks. 

They talk an iluir Jha^i^rs until **A/l lii^/its out.^ 
[Curtain amid applause^ which was prompiiy suppressed, 

ACT III. 

ScE:Nt: 1. A Fried Ftsh S/wp. 

Enter A Crowd, who borrtno tightpena and exit. 

Enter Villaik. 

yHitun. I know not how it is with mei and I'm bici>icU ii 
I know how it would be without me. 

Posts an infernal machine in the letter-hox^ and exits, 

WondtrfiU change to 

Sc£NE II. A little way down a street ; marly at the bottom. 

Enter Villain, Maiden, and a House Dog. 
They betrk hitterly till muzzled, 

[A/iof 

No I E. — T/u's scene does not change unless the prompter is sobefy 

in which case — 
Stupendous change to 

Scene III. The Chateau, 

Enter Maiden and Sailor. 

They talk in French until Thunder and 
Simply awful change to 

Scene IV. The same place^five minutes afterwards. 

Enter EvERYBODV, all talking at once. 

Curtain amid wild excitement^ while the audience go out and ink 

something for it. 
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ACT IV. 

Scene I. lialy^ or as near as possible* 

Enkr Haiden and ^KVLoit.^ followed by Brigands, armed with 

bowls of soup. 
Maiden. At last we meet ! 

Sailor, Yes. But I wonder why we walked here from 

Swansea ? ^^^^ ^^.^^ wondering. 

Scene II. The same place twenty-hvo years later, 

AU discovered siUi wondering why they walked from Swansea, 

General Breakdown. 
Step danu till audience sleep. 

[Curtain and sudden death of the authors. 

This is a pretty fair specimen of ihc \v:i\' Dan Lcno 
could let himself go when he had a pen in his hand and 
fdt tn the humour. 

But he also tackled more serious subjects than trans- 
pontine melodrama. 

History of any kind had a great fascination for him, 
and, wherever he travelled, he was always keen to see 
any cathedral, castle, or other building of historic 
iQteiest 

Here are a few of his impressions of Holyrood and 
Windsor Castles, the Tower, and other national edifices, 
t(^ethcr with his comments on the various events that 
happened therein. The sketches accompanying are 
hb own. He begins by describing Holyrood Palace 
thus: — 

'* This palace is one of the many palaces of its kind, 
but vastly diflerent to some of the other ones. 
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*' It stands in Scotland at the end of a lon^ street 
of dirty houses. It stands well back from the road. 
Whether the smell drove it back, or whether it went 
back of its own accord, I must leave my readers to 
guess." 

As he goes on with his description, it is easy to 

recognise the germ of his "Beefeater" song, which he 
sang with conspicuous success many years later. 

"On entering the palace, a cold chill runs through 
you. 

** You shudder as your eyes wander over the scenes 
of fearful tragedies ; the bloodstains on the floor ; the 
terrible faces in the oil-paintings; and the awful man 

at the door, who takes your bob, and gives you a 
ticket" 

After this lurid introduction, Dan tries his hand at 
making history, 

"Many years ago, on a waste piece of <;round, stood 
a royal hunting party, consisting of Jane Shore, Mac* 
Duff, Mary of Anchovy, MacRural's men, and Mary 
Queen of Scots. 

"The Queen seemed rather impatient, and was play- 
fully tapping her horse on the eyebrow with a large 
piece of granite that she had picked up to throw at one 
of MacRural's men for wiping his nose on his kilt. 

"'Hold!' cried MacDuff/'tis useless travelling further 
to-night.* 

•* * True ! * exclaimed Mary of Anchovy. ' A storm 
is brewing. I recognise the signs, for my father was 
a brewer.' 

"'Silence!' cried the Queen in a voice that shat- 
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tcred the very air and rent the palace on a repairing 
lease. ' Those who w ish to desert me, may desert ; 
those who wish to stay, may stay ; the rest of you 
may stay to dessert All loyal subjects will now kiss 
my boots ! ' 

" And immediately MacRural's men knelt before her 
and kissed her boots, crying, ' Oh, Queen ! Live for 
ever ! * which, of course, she couldn't do ; but that was 
no fault of theirs. (See illustration.) " 




" A man-musicker, who discoursed indifferent well on 
the banjo, taking into consideration the fact that the 
strings of his instrument were entirely composed of 
ginger-beer bottle wires. 

• He played ' Only a Pansy Blossom ' with such ex- 
quisite pathos that the Queen could not refrain from 
dancing. 

- Being surprised in the act by Lord Darnley, she, 
with great presence of mind, introduced Kizzio as 
her music-master. 



Digitized by Google 



46 



DAN LENO 



" Darnley muttered * Darn lie ' under his breath, and 
fixed on Rizzio a look that broke all his banjo strings 
at once. (See illustration.) " 




According to Dan, the Queen and Rizzio refused to 
take warning by this untoward incident. 

" Riz repaired his banjo, and the Queen said, * Come, 
let us have some supper ! What ho, there ! Produce 
the oatmeal.' 

" And they feasted right merrily, until there fell upon 
their ears a slight noise, as if somebody was moving the 
piano without any help. 
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■ '1 hey listened. 

"'It scemcth to me,' said the Queen* 'as if someone 
were pushing a mangle through an open window/ 




Nayf* returned Rfzzto. 'It is no common noise. 

it s'>vjnfi> to me as if they were removing the roof with- 
out taking the wails off.' 
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"But the Queen, being braver than Rizzio, only 
laughed. (See illustration.) " 









1 •• 













This dread sound was, of course, the arrival of Lord 
Darnley and the conspirators, the upshot of it all being, 
in Dan's words : — 

*' Dagger followed dagger in swift succession until the 
unfortunate Rizzio resembled a large pin-cushion. Thus 
died one of the finest banjo-players of his time," 

The Tower of London, he asserts, was originally 
built as a place of entertainment. 

"It supplied a long-felt want ; because, at that time, 
there was no music-hall nearer than Oldham. 

*' It was built before Regent's Park was invented, and 
cost between eighteen shillings and sixpence. This may, 
seem an exorbitant price; but, in those days, money 
was money, and an ordinary cow fetched as much as 
three-three farthings. The first tower constructed was 
The White Tower, after which other towers were made 
and stuck on to it, as various people thought proper. 

" The chief ' turns ' at this ancient Palace of Varieties 
were — Knife-throwing and catching in the chest. 
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" Slow roasting by ladies and gentlemen on a mixed 
grill ; and 

" Head-shifting in all its branches. (See illustration.)" 




He was a keen critic of Henry the Eighth. Among 
other things, he writes of him : — 

•* Henry sent for the Bishop of Rochester to undo him 
from one wife and tie him up to another. 

The Bishop declared he would do no such thing ; 




Digitized by Google 



50 



DAN LENO 



whereupon Henry wept aloud, and gave the Bishop such 
a black eye that he was unable to attend rehearsal on 

the following Monday. As this took place in the 
nutting season, Henry sentenced tiie Bi^shop to be olT- 
nutted by the Head Remover. 

*'Just before his execution, the Bishop recited the 
following touching lines which he had written during 
his sixty-five years' imprisonment : — 

* I love the little sunflowers 

As up the walls they creep ; 
I love the singing of the wasp 

When I am (ast asleep ; 
So now, my friends, 111 drink your health 

In one last, flowing bowl, 
Before they cut from me my nut, 

And stuff me in a hole.' 

"Fifteen copies of this poem were sold, and the 
proceeds given towards building King's Cross Railway 
Station/' 

Naturally, as bciioves one who played more than unce 
in *' The Babes in the Wood " he has something to say 
about the Princes in The Tower : — 

When the murderers entered the Princes* bedroom a 
fearful struggle ensued. (See illustration.) 

*' But at last the youths were overpowered, and put to 
death without their suppers. For this fearful act, the 
murderers were to have had four and a half iouis de 
ducats ; but the king being short of cash, he could only 
raise a shilling and an order for the pit 

** Some eighty-two years after, the murder was dis» 
covciud through one of the vilkiius boasting, while in 
his cups, tiiat he could fight any two children breathing. 
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This was overheard by a cabman dressed in plain clothes, 
and the murderers were sentenced to be burnt alive till 
dead. 




" As they were burning, they confessed that the 
children's bodies were buried under the ash-barrel in the 
backyard, and there they were found ; but children no 
longer, for owing to the lapse of time, they had grown 
into hoary-headed men. (See illustration.) " 
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Dan concludes his history with the following sdf* 

appreciatury remark ; — 

"Thus ends one of the most beautiful entertainments 
ever written by man." 

The envelope that is here reproduced was illustrated 
by Dan Leno, and enclosed a letter to his friend Johnny 

Dan vers. By each separate illustration there hangs a 
tale. 

The history of the boots and the very amatear shoe* 

maker's instruments is as follows: — 

The company were in Bolton ; business was bad, and 
winter was near at hand. Among the many articles of 
apparel Dan Leno and Johnny Dan vers lacked were 
boots of sufficient strength and stoutness to enable them 
to resist anything in the shape of inclement weather. 

They certainly had boots of a sort — boots that had 
seen better days ; but so long ago as to be almost 
forgotten. In plain words, Dan and Johnny were 
practically performing the feat which is known in the 
Strand and Reet Street as " walking on your uppers." 

New boots were quite out of the question ; but Dan*s 
stepfather look pity on them to the extent of presenting 
Dan with a stout piece of leather and some sprigs, 
remarking that, if he couldn't patch up the boots and 
make a decent job of it with that^ he wasn't worth hii 
salt. 

As it had always been Dan's rule in life to be worth 

his salt and a little bit over, he accepted the leather and 
the challenge. 
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Being short of professional implements, he borrowed 

from the landlady a dinner-knife, a fork, and a flat-iron. 
With the first he cut the leather ; with the second he 
bored holes in it ; and the third he used as a last 

He ruinL'd the knife throu<]^h sharpening it on the 
doorstep; he broke all the prongs of the fork; he pulled 
the handle off the flat-iron ; he skinned his hands ; but 
he triumphantly succeeded in fixing on to each boot a 
sole that was solid, substantial, and thick. 

Unfortunately, he quite forgot all about the heels 
until it was too late, and there was no more leather. 
The consequence was that, when Dan and Johnny went 
for their first walk in the reoi^anised boots, the soles 
were so high, and the heels were so low, that they were 
in imminent danger of falling backwards at every step 
they took. 

The backward slope of tlieir bodies must have been 
very noticeable; because Dan records that, during this 

their first and only walk in ihe celebrated boots, they 

passed a little crowd of operatives enjoying their after- 
dinner smoke at the factory gates. 

As the pair stumped along at an angle of goodness 
knows how many degrees, the group eyed them 
curiously and in silence until, just as they passed, one 
man pointed at them, and laconically remarked to the 
others, Officers I " 

Johnny was for giving in and going home at an early 
stage; but Dan, with the pride of the workman upon 
himp persisted that the boots would be all right when 
they got used to them. 
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Even Dan, however, found in the end that the 
process of getting used to them was more painful than 
pleasant ; so he presented himself before his stepfather 
in a crippled condition, and requested more leather with 
which to manufacture heels. 

The stepfather, either repenting his generosity or 
being in a bad temper, examined the boots, and said 
that the only thing the matter with them was that they 
were too good for such ungrateful boys. He thereupon 
ripped the leather off the boots again and sold it to the 
landlady for eightpence. 

It must be confessed that Dan's stepfather was a 
strong man with a weakness: he had a great fondness 
for alcohol, and his chief excuse for flying to it was 
grief. 

He seems to have been a man of catholic sym[)>iihies, 
for it is stated that a colliery explosion in South Wales, 
a wreck in the North Sea, or an eruption of Mount 
Vesuvius were just as likely to upset him and send him 
to the bottle for consolation as any personal bereave- 
ment. Failing all else, he has been known to plunge 
himself deeply into woe through reading the obituary' 
notices in the daily papers, and refuse to be comforted 
except in his own peculiar manner. 

On the envelope he is depicted by Dan as standing 
at a bar and bitterly lamenting the death of George 
Leybourne. 

In two of the illustrations an ulster figures prom- 
inently. 

It was the family ulster, and was worn by the member 
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of the company who needed it most at the time. It was 
a very accommodating garment, in that» like charity, it 
covered a multitude of sins ; sins, be it said, that were 
chiefly those ol omission. In both sketches Johnny 
Danvers is the temporary owner of the garment 

In the first is shown a meeting that, if second in 
historic importance to that of Wellington and Blucher, 
IS much more amusing. 

Dan had been fulfilling an engagement in Sheffield, 
and Johnny was anxious to be the first to greet his 
friend on his return to Manchester. It was a blazing 
hot summer's day; but it was a case of ulster or 
nothing ; so Johnny bravely buttoned it up and went 
out in the sun. 

Thus attired he met Dan, who had gone to the other 
extreme in the way of dress. A basin-shaped hat, with 
a very narrow brim, a coat shorter than most waistcoats, 
and abbreviated trousers that revealed his stockings, 
constituted Dan's costume. 

*' As we shook hand - on the platform," he used to say, 
when telling the tale, " the engine shied and ran to 
Derby before they could stop it ; all the boys chi-iked 
us as we walked home, and the policeman on point duty 
wanted to know if we were going to a fancy dress ball 
or coming back.** 

In the second sketch Dan and Johnny are "walking- 
out " two fair damsels of Coventry. 

During an engagement there they made the acquaint- 
ance of these young ladies, and many a pleasant after- 
noon's ramble was the result. 
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In all weathers, rain or shine, cold or heat, Johnny, 
from necessity, turned up in the family ulster, and 
this at last struck one of the girls as being somewhat 

peculiar. 

"Tell me," she said to Dan, "how is it that your friend 
Mr. Danvers always wears that ulster whenever he goes 

out with us ? " 

"Well," explained the loyal Dan, "it's this way. 
That ulster was given to him by his grandmother, and 
he*s so fond of the old lady that he can't bear to wear 
anything else. Of course, it shows a very nice spirit ; 
but if s a great pity because he's got wardrobes full of 
beautiful clothes at home." 

Whether the explanation was considered satisfactory 
or not, history does not relate. 

The picture of the demon coming up the trap repre- 
sents a might*have-been tragedy that ended in farce. 

Dan, Johnnie, and the stcpfcither were vvyrkinc^ what 
is known as a "double-trap scene" in a Manchester 
music-halL 

Johnnie and the elder Leno, dressed as demons, 
popped in and out of a room, up star-traps, down grave- 
traps, leapt through windows, etc., etc. ; while Dan, in 
the character of an Irishman, chased them round vigor- 
ously. 

Unfortunately, the stepfather, who had been assuaging 

his grief in the usual way, miscalculated his distance, 
and, in going down a grave-trap, hit his head hard 
enough to cut it open. 

Dan saw the accident he was unable to prevent, and 
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stood on the stage alone, wondering what was going to 
happen next 

There was a brief pause, and then up sprang Johnny 
through the star-trap with tears streaming down his 
cheeks. 

** How's the dad ? " whispered Dan, as he went for 
htm with his shillelagh. 

•* He's killed," replied Johnny, and dived down the 
grave-trap. 

Dan, quite overcome, and unable to remain on the 

stage another moment, dived after, and fell on the top 
of him. 

Below they found Mr. Leno in a bad way, with blood 

streaming from the wound in his head; so witliout wait- 
ing to remove their make-up, or change their stage 
clothes, they got him into a cab and drove post-haste 
to the nearest doctor. 

When the maid who answered the bell saw standing 
before her, illumined by the red glow of the surgery 
lamp, an Irishman and a demon sujjporting another 
demon with blood running down his face, she naturally 
shut the door again with great rapidity, and fled 
shrieking. 

Alarmed by her outcries, the doctor himself put his 

head out of an upper window and surveyed the group 
with astonishment, as well he might 

Some little explanation was required before he could 
l>e convinced that his weird visitors were of this world ; 
but» in the end, they were admitted, Mr. Leno's injuries 
(which turned out to be not so bad as they appeared) 
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were attended to, and the Irishman took his two 
demons back to the hall to work another " turn." 

Dan Leno did not actually write much in the way of 
songs. His best-known effort was a parody on the 
famous "Queen of my Heart/' that helped so tnoch 
to make the comic opera Dorothy the great success 
it was. 

The parody was entitled *• I'll give him beans to- 
night," and was sung in the character of a vixenish wife 
who was sitting up late at night to warmly welcome her 
truant husband home. It had a great vogue for some 
time, but I believe Dan made little or nothing out of 
it pecuniarily. 

But, if he was not the actual author of the songs he 
sang, he could lay considerable claim to the title of part 
author. He had the happy knack of taking another 
man's ideas and words : of preserving the former intact, 
while he twisted the latter round into his own quaint 
phraseology, and imbuing the whole with the Lenoesque 
spirit, until the original author was fain to confess that, 
althuugh the ground plan was his, the building belonged 
to Dan Leno. 

In considering Dan Leno as author and painter one 
must remember that, as a youth, he had no education in 
the higher sense. He had no time for that 

His young nose was put to the grindstone at a very 
early age, and kept there pretty constantly. Conse- 
quently his undoubted gifts in these directions were 
practically undeveloped. 
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His writing, if extravagant, is whimsical : his carica- 
tures are broadly humorous. Some of the scenes he 

painted and several of his landscapes arc vcr} excellent. 

What he might have attained in the literary and 
artistic world, had fortune favoured him in his youth» it 
is, of course, impossible to say ; but to have achieved so 
much under such adverse conditions is, to my mind, a 
veritable triumph. 
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CHAPTER IV 



DAN LENO AS A DANCER AND A BRIDEGROOM 

IN 1880 Dan was fortunate in meeting Miss Lydia 
Reynolds — who afterwards became Mrs. Leno — in 
Rochdale, where she joined the company as a ballad 

vocalist 

The next year or two records more travelling, more 
hard work ; but, alas, very little more money I 

To use Dan's own words in describing his career about 
this period ; — 

" We performed everywhere and did everything. I 

have performed, I suppose, in every singing-room and 
free-and-easy in Manchester and Liverpool. I appeared 
at Ben Lang's Music Hall the week after the great 
panic I have sung in the Shakespeare Music Hall, in 
Manchester, on the site where the Central Station now 
stands." 

It may be parenthetically noted that this is the second 
time the Midland Railway Company wiped out, with a 
station, a building that held memories for Dan Leno, 
the first being, of course, his birthplace in St Pancras. 

" I have sung and painted scenery for the Star Music 
Hall, in Ancoats. At the People's Concert Hall I spent 

60 
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my twenty-first birthday, and was there presented with 
my first watch and chain. I have played in comedy and 
drama at the Old Rotunda, in Liverpool. I have even 
had engagements as a serious vocalist, but, of course, 
that was in the days before I became a genuine comic 
singer and mislaid my voice," 

With regard to this last statement, he has en- 
deavoured, more than once, to prove its truthfulness by 

telling the following story : — 

**lt happened in a north-country town, somewhere in 
the region of Yorkshire. There I had a friend who 
possessed a voice that was specially constructed for the 
porpose of singing such light and frolicsome items as 
'The Diver,' ' Rocked in the Cradle of the Deep,' and so 
on Naturally, he was in great request at all the 
mission-hall and temperance concerts for miles round. 

** On a certain evening, when I happened to be in the 
town, he was engaged to sing at a concert in aid of a 
society called the * The Guild of Gentleness.' Unfortu- 
nately he caught a cold ; his voice departed from him, 
and as he couldn t dai^ce, and *The Guild of Gentleness' 
wouldn't have let him do it if he could, he was, as an 
entertainer, absolutely useless. 

"So he came to me and asked me, as a personal 
fiivour, if 1 would take his place. He said that he didn't 
care to ask any of his rivals in the neii^hbourhood 
because they all sang so badly i but, strictly between 
ourselves, I fancy he came to me because all his rivals 
sang a great deal better than he did. 

••The concert was to be held in the Congregational 
Chapel, and I declined the offer on the ground that 
1 was a very particular Baptist 
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'*But he argued with me; he said that was sheer 

bigamy — or bigotry — -I forget wIucIl lie told me that 
I had the pious expression of features that is generally 
associated with early Christian martyrs; that, on that 
account alone» I would be immensely popular, and that, 
for a mere shade of difference in creed, it would be 
unfair of me to deprive the Coiigic^dtionalisLs ui i>uch a 
treat as my singing was sure to give them. 

** I said 1 couldn't sing * Rocked in the Cradle of the 
Deep/ because it always made me sea-siclc, and * The 
Diver' was quite out of the question, because the man 
went several miles too far down for me to follow him. 

"In the end I weakened, and promised to sing *The 
Lost Chord ' if the pianist would play the accompaoi* 
ment in the alto clef. 

"Of course, 1 didn*t know what tlic alto clef was, or 
whether the pianist really played it that way on tlie 
night ; but my friend solemnly promised that he would, 
so I suppose he did. 

When the evening came and the chairman announced 
that Mr. Dan Leno had kindly consented to sing * The 
Lost Chord/ there was subdued applause, and I walked 
on to the platform as firmly and cheerfully as most 
criminals walk on to the scaffold 

*' To begin with, I had no make-up on, and I was not 
used to performing in an unadulterated face, and in the 
second place, I had a piece of music in my hands, which 
worried me a good deal. 

I kept my eyes glued to this music while the pianist 
played the s) mphony; not that I could read it, but 
because I had never in my life stood on a stage or plat* 
form for so long without doing something. 

" Checking a wild desire to dance to the symfbony. 
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I waited until I judged the pianist had finished, and 

then I began. They told me afterwards that I started 
off with ' Seated one day on an organ,' which is quite 
possible, and may have accounted for the curious be- 
haviour of the members of ' The Guild of Gentleness/ 

** Gaining confidence as I went on, I ventured to look 
at iny audience, and very soon saw that something; was 
wrong somewhere. The men were looking inside their 
hats; the women had handkerchiefs to their mouths, 
and they were all shaking violently. I wondered if 
they were ill. 

"By the time I had got well into the second verse, 
1 was quite myself, and I threw into the song all the 
vcNce I had, and as much expression as would have 
made the fortunes of twenty songs. 

**At the end of that verse I looked at my audience 
a;;ain, and found, to my disgust, that they were 
laughing. 

'Ignoring them, I sang my third and last verse 
directly at the reverend chairman. By the time I had 
finished he was rolling about helplessly in his seat, and, 
like everybody else in the room, shouting with laughter. 

** Of course, I never knew that ' Guilds of Gentleness ' 
went on like that, or I would never have gone near them. 

don't know to this day what they saw in *The 
Lost Chord' to laugh at, and I'm certain I shall never 
sing for such frivolous people again.** 

Although Dan had by this time reached man's estate, 

he had by no means lost his spirit of mischief. Indeed, 
he never did lose it to the end of his life ; but the prank 
he and Danvers played with a Liverpool man*s bonfire 
was more typical of the age of fifteen than of twenty. 
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Looking out of their sitting-room window on the 
afternoon of one fifth of November, the pair could 
command a good view of several backyards both up 
and down the street. They were much interested in 
watching the building of a bonhre by the man next 
door, and when he had saturated his shavings with oil, 
hung his Guy, stuffed with fireworks, on the line, and 
retired to his house, there to await the darkness neces- 
sary for his display, they gazed at the completed article 
thoughtfully and in silence. At last Dan said — 

"Johnny, I'd give all the money I hope to possess to 
light that fire now/' 

" It*s too far off, ' replied Johnny. 

''Is it?" returned Dan significantly; ''you wait here 
till I come back." 

He disappeared, and in about ten minutes returned 
with a large Roman candle. This he lit, and then flung 
it with marvellous precision right in the middle of tlie 
shavings. Up shot the flames, down came the Guy, 
bang I went the fireworks, and out rushed the man 
swearing. 

He never knew who played him the trick, nor how it 
was done ; but he was gfreatly surprised next morning 

to receive a card, on which was printed in large capitals 
the following inscription : — 

BIRTHS. 

ON THURSDA^ , 51 H NOVEMHER, 

AT STKLET, LIVERPOOL, 

MR. — OK A HONFIRE, 
FKEMATUKELY. 
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It was in 1880 that Dan Leno first achieved some* 
thing more flian a local repntation as a clog-dancer. 

His first serious competition was at Wakefield, where, 
with many other aspirants to fame and fortune^ he 
danced for a purse of silver and a leg of mutton, and 
carried off the double prize in triumph from all com- 



This success naturally suggested still greater possi- 
bilities to the Leno family^ and they looked about for 
&esfa worlds to conquer. 

As luck would have it, a certain Mr. Joe Wood, of the 
Frincess's Music Hall, Leeds, announced at this very 
juncture that he would offer a gold and silver belt, 
weighing 44^ ounces, and of the value of £$0, to be 
danced for, it being officially understood that the 
winner of the said belt had the right to call himself 
''The Champion Qog-dancer of the World" As Is the 
case in all contests for championship honours, this par- 
ticular competition was open to all-comers ; but it was 
tacitly understood that the real reason for its initiation 
was to bring together two great dancers named Tom 
Ward and Tom Robson, between whom had existed a 
long-standing rivaliy. The partisans of these two rivals 
were keen to prove that the man they favoured was the 
better man of the two, and all the knowing brigade, to 
a man»had backed either one or the other as the ultimate 
winner. 

A comic singer, by name Frank Belton — who evidently 

knew something about dancing— urged Mr. Leno to 
y 
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enter Dan as a competitor, and let hira try his mettle 
against the aristocracy of the clog-dandng world. 

As it was a case of eveiytfaing to gain and noiiitng 
whatever to lose, Mr. Leno agreed, and so it came 
about that Dan the unknown found himself in the 
society of champions. 

Through one heat after another Dan danced all- 
conquering, incidentally destroying great reputations^ 
deserved or otherwise, as he made his own. 

It was not long before the knowing ones began to 
recognise the presence of a dark horse " in the race* and 
Dan's career was .watched with great interest until he 
reached the final heat, in which he defeated his last 
rival and triumphantly claimed both belt and title. 

After this he was, of course^ challei^^ to defend his 
rights on more than one occasion. The first three 
contests he won, and retained his prize ; at the fourth 
contest the judges pronounced in favour of another 
dancer. 

There appears to have been considerable dissatisfac> 
tion expressed in more than one quarter at this decision. 

Dan himself made no fuss about it, beyond saying 
afterwards : — 

I disputed the judge's verdict at the time, but did 

not argue about it. I dispute it still, but have no 

desire to go into details now." 

That a fuss was made on his behalf however, and 
that there was considerable bad feeling shown in the 
matter, is proved by a bill of ''Ohm/s Circus of 
Varieties^ Accrington." 
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On thb tnll it is announced : — 

"Little Dan's challenge for ;f 400 a side remains unac- 
cepted This is open to the World. He will nightly 
expose the contest in which he was not allowed to win, 
after beating fifteen of the best dancers in the kingdom. 
The present holder of the Belt would not stand his 
chance and dance a second time, according to the condi* 
tions of the champion contest, but preferred to buy the 
Bdt of Mr. Hdlon for the sum of £ia 

"This fact will prove to the public who remains 
champion still I " 

m 

The new champion, before another contest could be 
arranged, managed to lose the belt altogether; so 
another one was provided, and a fresh contest arranged 
to take place at the People's Music Hall, Oldham. 

Dan Leno entered, and being again adjudged the 
winner, handsomely recovered the laurels he had 

temporarily lost. This belt he kept possession of to 
the end of his career ; nor, indeed, was his claim to 
be considered the champion clog-dancer of the world 
ever seriously questioned again. 
The inscription on the belt reads as follows :— 

CHAMPION BELT 
WON BY 

Dan Leno 

CHAMPION CLOG-DANCER OF THE WORLD 

AT THE 

PEOPLE'S MUSIC HALL, OLDIIAM 
AFTER SIX NIGHTS' CONTEST 
MAY I4TH TO i9TH, 1883 

As a dancer Dan Leno was an enthusiast Like the 

poet, he was born, not made* 
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It is strai^ to hear that no less a persoiu^ than 
Charles Dickens should have recognised his youthful 

talent, and prophesied future greatness for him ; yet 
this is a fact 

They met in Belfsist, where Dickens was lecturing, 
and Leno dancing — ^not, it is to be supposed^ under 
the same management ; still, although it is not recorded 

that Leno heard Dickens lecture, it is certain that 
Dickens saw Leno dance, and, patting him on the 
head approvingly after the performance, said, ^ Good» 
little man ; you'll make headway." Of himself Dan 
used to say : I can put more beats into sixteen bars 
of music than a drummer can with his drumsticks,'* 
and, when one watched him doing his best, one was 
not at all inclined to back the drummer. 

To the uninitiated it was somewhat confusing when 
he spoke eloquently, if technically, of the rolling, the 
kicking, the taps, the twizzles, and the shufBes; of 
which, he used to explain, the art of clog -dancing 
consists. Still, the ignorant man, with whom Dan thus 
conversed, had one great advantage over the learned 
one, in that, for his better understanding, and to make 
his own meaning perfectly clear, Dan was compelled 
to explain with his feet quite as much as with his 
tongue. A reasonably dense man could always, on 
this subject, keep Dan dancing for hours. 

He was a firm believer in the '^extempore dance.** 
He used to say — 

** I can only dance when I am hi perfect healtfi, for 
you want all your faculties awake to mveat as you go on.** 
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Even in his younger days he asserted that the 
genuine *' extempore dancers" were lamentably few 
and far between, and, as it is to be supposed they are 
to-day still fewer in number, "extempore dancing" is 
In danger of being relegated to the lost arts. 

He often dted, as two shining examples, W. J. 
Ashcfoft and Lottie Collins. 

** The former/' he said, '* is a genuine dancer. When 
I visit him at his saloon in Belfast, we spend all our 
time showing each other original steps. Heii think 
of some new movement, and then I think of one, and 
so we go on dancing against each otlier till people 
who see us must think we are mad." 

Of Lottie Collins he maintained — ^^She dances from 
inspiration and genius; not by imitation or out of a 
book.'' 

His deacriptkm of the result of a meeting with such 

a fellow-enthusiast as W. J. Ashcroft I can well believe ; 
b ecam e, long after he gave up clog-dancing and became 
the great comedian, It was his great joy, during the 
intervals of Drury Lane rehearsal, to retire into some 
remote comer, with such of the boys " as were anxious 
to learn or willing to watch, and there practise old 
• steps and invent new ones by the hour together. 

American dancing did not appeal to him at all. 

** Don't talk to me about your cake-walks," he would 
say, " they're intended for men like Herbert Campbell, 
ill guarantee to teach him one in two lessons." 

He very nearly succeeded in proving the correct- 
ness of this statement in Humfiiy Dumpty^ which. 
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unfortunately, turned out to be the last pantomime for 
them both« 

One day Dan turned up at rehearsal full of a groit 
idea. 

He (the Queen) being gieatly concerned because 
Herbert (the King) had been putting on so much wright 
lately, had decided His Majesty must go in for more 
exercise. 

The Queen went on to explain that the recognised 
cure for royal obesity was dancing ; so she would sing 
to her royal consort a little coon ditty entitled " In the 
Cane Brakes** (which was a burlesque on one of the 
numbers ia the negro show In Dahomey then runningX 
and would follow this up with a coon dance. 

" I see," said Herbert "Good! I sit and watch you. ' 

''Not exactly" replied Dan. "You sit and listen 
while I sing the song ; but when I dance you get up 
and follow me round, and imitate me in evexything I do." 

''Ohl Do I ?" commented Herbert, in some dismay^ 
and seeing distinct impossibilities. 

However, Herbert was iar too good a sportsman to 
stand m anybody's way, so merely remarking (as he 
often did), " If Dan takes to an idea, you can bet he's 
going to be funny in it," he loyally prepared to do his 
best 

At the first rehearsal of this great speciality that we 
were permitted to see Dan arranged ail about the stage 
a number of plants in pots, explaining that this was 
done in order to give a realistic representation of ^ the 
cane brakes " in question. 
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The song followed in due coursei and we all watted 

eagerly for the dance. 

When the music struck up^ away went Dan» skipping 
in and out the rows of plant pots, and after him went 

Herbert, manfully endeavouring to give a colourable 
smitatioii of the same. 

As the dance went on, and Dan got really interested 
in itj there is no doubt that he put in certain steps 
which were not in the contract as originally arranged 

between the two, because Herbert could be plainly 
heard expostulating as loudly as his exertions permitted 
him to d<^^ 

Go easy, Dan i Go easy I '* 
*^ I can't do that kind of thing, you know/' 
Lefs have one or two of the simple ones." 
1 shall have to chuck it if you're going on like that" 
What do you take me for ? An acrobat?" etc 
Bet Dan would not be restrained, and it was a very 
exhausted King who hopped off the stage alter his 
nimble Queen. 

The next day Dan announced that he had made up 
his mind to " cut the whole thing out " ; so the public 
were never privileged to see the performance* 

Whether it was merely one of his little jokes, and he 
never had intended to do it, or whether he " cut it " out 
of mercy to his old friend, nobody knows to this day. 

The winning of the championship belt was Dan's first 
experience of greatness, and if it did not bring him in a 
gfeat deal of money at first, it brought him the fame 
that resulted in the large salary later on. 



Digitized by Google 



72 DAN LENO 

My own first recollection of him was about this tiine. 

I fancy I see him now, a slim youth, standing on the 
stage of a Manchester music-hall, wearing iiis champion- 
ship belt in demure silence, whUe a gentleman, purpoit- 
ing to be his trainer, but who was, I suppose, really his 
stepfather, recited his deeds in a speech of some lei^^ 
Then the belt was removed ; the trainer retired, and 
Dan danced. He danced on the stage ; he danced on 
a pedestal ; he danced on a slab of slate; he was encored 
over and over again ; but throughout his performance 
he never uttered a word. 

It was the style of entertainment he gave in those 
days that has induced so many to believe that he had 
never posed as a comedian until he gave up clog- 
dancings 

It seems odd to think that it was considered neces- 
sary for a trainer to make a speech to introduce a Dan 
Leno, who, even then, must have been very well able to 

introduce himself to any audience ; but high-class clog^- 
dancing ranked then in the north of England as an 
athletic dumb-diow performance» and a trainer was a 
sine qua nan. 

The professional trainer was a great man. He was 
generally a bookmaker or a publican, and for ever on 

the look out for budding talent in any branch of athletics, 
but more particukurly in the pedestrian line* 

Having spotted some speedy youth In a country 
district, he would, after making his bargain with the 
boy's parents or other guardians, secure his services far 
a term of years, take him home, and proceed to deal 
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with him on the same principle as one deals with a 
gipeyhcmnd entered to run in the Waterloo Cup. 

Under this regime the youths in question naturally 
developed more muscle than brain, and Dan Leno, who, 
in his tratrds up north, met a good many specimens of 

the class, had many good stories to tell about them. 
One, in particular, may be quoted here as showing that 
the oM-fiudiioned triumph was the triumph of matter 

over mind. 

A competitor in a race just about to be run was wait- 
ing in his dressing-room for the pedestrian's equivalent 
to the saddiing-belL His trainer was busily engaged in 
looking him well over, to be quite certain that he was 
going to the post fit and well, and the lad was sub- 
mitting as unquestioningiy as a well-trained horse in 
the hands of his groom. 

As a final and artistic touch, the trainer took a targe 
pin, and with this affixed his colours to his pupil's cap ; 
then, stepping back a pace or two^ viewed the general 

effect. 

" We're ready now, 1 think," said he. How do you 
tod about it, my hul? Are you all right?" 

To which the lad replied stolidly, and without moving 
mmnscle — 

^ Ayl I think Vta all right I The pin's stuck in my 
head an inch deep. Should it be ? 

Truly, there were Spartans in those da3r8. 

It was during the clog-dancing period of his life 
that Dan Leno had the temerity to raise his first and 
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only moustache It was not a great affair, but he 

treasured it exceedingly, because he was seriously 
thinking of getting married, and he had no doubt that 
it helped him greatly to find favour m the eyes of the 
lady he had chosen. 

His friends^ however^ did not approve of the mous- 
tache at all, and there is a dark story of a visit to a 
shaving saloon and a secretly-suborned barber. 

The true facts of the matter have never been openly 
stated, but, so far as can be gathered, Dan sat down 
to be shaved in all faith and innocence, only to jump up 
a few moments later to demand wrathfully " what the 
dickens the barber was doing/^ 

The barber was very apologetic. It was quite a 
misunderstanding. He really had been under the firm 
impression that the gentleman wanted his moustadie 
removed. It was a pity, because, although he had only 
shaved half of it off before the mistake was discovered, 
he regretted he was unable to put it on again. 

When Dan pointed out that the result of his mistake 
was to give his (Dan's) face a peculiarly lop-^ed 
appearance, the barber admitted the fact with sonow. 
There was only one course he could conscientiously re- 
commend him to take, and that was to have the other 
half-moustache removed, and thus preserve the uni- 
formity of his features. 

So Dan resumed his seat, had the remainder of liis 
moustache shaved, and never grew another. 

Although the public demand for comedy gave Dan 
Leno, in later years, very little opportunity for dog* 
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dancing, he never lost his love for the art, and when 
Mr. Arthur Collins^ in 1901, suggested to him that he 
migfat bring his dogs out of their long retirement, and, 
as Sister Anne, dance a measure in the Drury Lane 
paxitomime of Bluibeard^ he jumped at the idea, and 
pedbrmed with all his old skill. This and a subsequent 

en^a;jement at the Pavilion Music Hall were, 1 believe, 
almost if not quite his last public appearances in the 
dogs that first brought him fame. 

In 1883 he married Miss Lydia Reynolds in St. 
George's Church, Hulme, Manchester. It was not an 
imposing ceremony. The happy pair, accompanied by 
a couple of friends, repaired to the church on foot, the 
gieneral impression of the event that was left on Dan's 
wauo ky being; as he afterwards described it, four little 
people sneaking into a big church through a back 
door." 

His modwr was nnable to be present, because she 

wms busy at home preparing the wedding breakfast 
This lieast omsisted — again to quote — of "cold meat 
and potatoes, topped off with a wedding cake made of 
bread pudding." 

Humble lare, no doubt, but it was partaken of by as 
merry and omlented a wedding party as ever graced a 
lordly banquet 

At some of the smaller halls in the north visited by 
Dm Leno in his dancing days, it must be admitted 
that the orchestra was not a great aid to success. 

The members of these organisations were, for the 
omt part, operatives by day and musicians b)^ night ; 
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while the conductor justified his position by playing 
the violin during the easy passages and wildly waviiq; 
his fiddle-stick as a Mton whenever the music becaiDe 
in the least degree intricate. 

Dan, whose music had been hitfierto of the sunplesi^ 
was one day presented by his stepfather with a selec- 
tion of operatic airs» compiled and arranged by himsdf 
with a due r^rd to the measure of the clog dance; 
and all culled from the most high-toned and thoroughly 
classical composers 

Armed with the band parts of this unusually superior 
"musical melange," Dan arrived at rehearsal one IVIunday 
morning at a small music-hall in a manufacturing town 
in Lancashire. 

•* Good morning, Mr. Leno i " he was grated by the 
conductor when his turn came. **! don't think we'll 
need to worry about your music All th' lads know it 
very well by now." 

<«Yes!" leplied Dan, handing hii band parts o«v 
the footlights with becoming pride, " But this isn't the 
old stuff; this is something new." 

The conductor inspected the music, and his jmm 
dropped visibly. "By i^um!" he commented, ' this L> 
a bit of something extra," 

Rather/' agreed Dan. "There's some higb*«Mied 
music among that" 

There's lumps of it," remarked the conductor after 
another inspection, " and, if I'm not mistaken," he adcied 
prophetically, " there's going to be a bit of trouble over 
this job." 
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•*Oh, it's easy enough!** returned Dan encouragingly, 
and not knowing the least bit about it 

* Ay ! " said the conductor gloomily^ " 'cept for them 

as has to play it. Stand by, my lads " — turning to his 
band — I'm sending you something tricky down now." 

When the parts were distributed among the men» it 
was impossible to ignore the fact that an atnnosphere 
of distinct depression was formed, and gradually spread 
as tiie unfortiiiuite musicians began to realise the fiilness 
of what was expected from them. 

Heads were sadly shaken, and despairing whispers 
were freely exchanged ; but the conductor judiciously 
ignored these ominous symptoms, and exclaiming with 
forced cheerfuinesa^ '^Come, my iadsl Let's get at it 
Wcfve getten to see it through now. Clioose how. 
Art ready? One! Two! Three! Now!" boldly led 
the tvay on liis violin into the first bar. 

Tlie others^ ofaserfing the politeness wliich is always 
the due of a conductor who condescends to perform, 
reapectfuiiy followed him at varying intervals, and with 
cifeQfe or less confidence* 

Result A wild whirlwind of sound, during which 
Dan stood peuihed, and wondering what to da At 
last, at happily ceased 

• Do I dance to that ? " he mildly inquired. 

The conductor scratched his head. "That's your 
look oat,'' he said **Bot if you'll take a ibol's advice^ 
yoall leave this stuff alone and go back to th' good 
old la-lum-taddie.'' 

But Dan was obstinate on this point He had got 
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some really good music to dance to at last, and "tfie 

good old la*tum-tiddle was to be forgotten and a 
thing of the past 

^ Very good/' said the conductor resignedly, ''off we 
go again, lads I '* And off they went 

"That's worse than th' first offence!" he critidsedt as 
they once more paused for breath. ''What the biases are 
you blowing at down there?" he shouted, fastening on a 
stout comet player as being a suitable excuse for wrath. 

" Vm blowing at this," responded the comet as, per- 
spiring and indignant, he handed up his part for the 
conductor's inspection. 

" I thowt there were summot wrong/' remarked that 
wortiiy, " tha's got th' second fiddle copy.** 

The second fiddle, who up to this point had, with rare 
judgment played nothing whatever, thereupon disgorg- 
ing the cornet part, and receiving his own in exciiange, 
a fresh attack was made on the operatic airs. 

The music, however, proved itself to be made of stem 
stuff, and it successfully resisted a series of determined 
assaults, until the conductor was fain to admit, if not 
absolute defeat, at least a severe repulse. 

"Look here, Mr. Leno,'* he remarked, in the in- 
tervals of mopping his brow, "we can't keep th' 
rehearsal waiting all day while me and my chaps is 
trying to find out what your new music is about. Let's 
pass on ; TU keep th' lads for a couple of hours after 
3rou've all gone, and 3^011 can tak* my word for't as we 
shall get through it same as a band o' two>year-olds to- 
night" 
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To this, Dan, if he meant to have his music played at 
ail, was obiiged to agree, and he left the hall M^ondering 
a great deal, and hoping a very, very little. 

When he appeared on the stage at night, shod with 

his dancing clogs and ready to do bis " turn/' the band 
played a prdimtnary chord that sounded magnificent 
to the uninitiated, but struck apprehension to the soul 
of Dan. He knew that chord well ; it was the same old 
chord wherewith they had greeted his entrance from 
time immemorial, and was neither an introducUon nor 
boce any relation to his newly acquired operatic airs. 

As the chord died away, and Dan waited the sequel 
with expectant feet, there ensued a dead silence, which 
tibe conductor broke by rising in his place, and address* 
ing Dan in loud tones and full hearing of the audience— 
It's no use, Mr. Leno," he said, the lads couldn't 
tadde your job under a matter of three weeks; so 
unless tha' can be content with th' old la-tum-tiddle, 
Ifaa' must dance wi'out ony music." 

So Dan, being helpless, perforce consented to a revival 
of * la-tum-tiddle, ' and the band peacefully settled 
down to its old form. 
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CHAPTER V 
DAN LBNO HBADS THE BILLS 

ALTHOUGH he had not yet succeeded in capturing 
k the metropoliSy Dan Leno was now fast beoomfaig 
a celebrity in the provinces, and enjoyed the distinction 
of heading the bills at most of the hails he visited. He 
and his wife still continued to tonr with tibe oompaay; 
but as Dan was able to command good money,and Mrs. 
Leno drew a separate salary as a ballad vocalist, they 
were now in comparative affluence, and Dan was steadily 
walking along the high road to fortune, on which, from 
that time, he never turned back. 

Some of the theatres and music-halls in the aocth 
that they visited during this tour were, however, sttll in 
a very embryonic condition as compared with the 
palaces pleasure the northern towns possess to-day. 
The proprietors of the same were more often than not 
of the very eccentric variety, and many of the per- 
formances witnessed there of a decidedly elementary 
type 

A very well-known proprietor, in those days, was a 
gentleman known as "The Sigoor/' who owned a 
flourishing music-hall in the centre of a colUefy 

So 
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district. Why he was called "The Signor" is a mystery, 
because he made no pretensioas to be an Italian, and 
coald not possibly have passed himself oflf for one if he 
had desired to do sa 
Many were the authentic anecdotes that Dan Leno 

used to tell of this worthy. » 

As an additional inducement to patronise his enter- 
tainment ''The Signor'* used to distribute soup '*free 
gratis" among his audience during the evening, a practice 
which, however keenly his patrons may have appreciated 
it, was a distinct slur on the attractive powers of the 
artistes he engaged to hll his programme. 

Also he had a son, whom Dan, having had frequent 
ofiportuntties of judging, bddly characterised as ''the 
absolute worst ventriloquist on earth.' This son, failing 
engagements at other halls^ made up for the deficiency 
by appearing very frequently indeed at his father's place 
of entertainment. 

** The Signor,'' being a fond father, to the limit of 
foolishness, encouraged him to such an extent that 
his audiences rebelled, and, despite the attractions of 
finee soup, stayed away in large numbeis whenever 
the name of the so- called ventriloquist appeared on the 
bill& 

Thereupon the wily Signor bethought him of another 
plao. His son's name appeared no more; but, by a 
fcmarkablc coincidence^ some artiste, whose name did 
i^pear, invariably failed to turn up according to con- 
tract. 

The Signor's" method, under these distressing circum* 

G 
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stances, was always the same. He appeared before his 
audience, and,, making his best bow, explained ;— 

Ladies and gentlemen, — I regret to inform you that, 
owing to unforeseen circumstances, Mr. Blank, whose 

name is next on the bill, is unfortunately unable to 
appear tius evening, in order, however, to keep faith 
with my patrons, and being desirous not to shorten the 
programme in any way, I have succeeded in persuading 
my son, who is at present resting, to give his marvellous 
ventriloquial entertainment" 

It was some little time before The Signor's patrons 

realised the fulness of the idea ; or, if they did realise 
it, they were slow to resent it But an audience, like 
a worm, will turn at last under severe pressure, and« 
after a month's suffering, " The Signer," when he stepped 
forth to make his now well-known announcement, had 
only got as far as: '^Ladies and gentlemen, — I regret 

to inform you ** when he was interrupted by howls 

from the gallery and cries of — 
No I No ventriloquist ( " 

** Put your son to bed ! " 
Send him to school till he learns how to do it ! " 

And other more or less practical suggestions of a 

similar nature. 

Drawing himself up in an attitude of stem dehance, 
** The Signor" glared fiercely at his noisy gallery. 

"Silence up there!" he commanded. "Silence! 

or ** here he paused and pointed dramatically at 

the attendants, who were preparing to go fiMrtbi bearing 
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with them the steaming bowL ^ Silence i or 111 stop 

your soup!" 

And silence reigned, broken only by the clatter of 
soup plates and the feeble voice of a very bad ventrilo- 
quist, to whom nobody listened for a moment. 

It was at ''The Signor's" benefit that Dan Leno 
played in his first and last melodrama. 

He has himself admitted that, with every intention 
to help the show along, he actually hindered it 

His first appearance was under the table of a sitting- 
room situate in an Italian village inn, where, concealed 
fay the long folds of the tablecloth, he was supposed 
to overhear the vile plot, hatched by the wicked brigands, 
as they sat smoking and drinking. 

His instructions were that at a certain cue he must 
raise the cloth slightly on the side nearest to the 
audience and cautiously peep out This was, of course, 
necessary in order that the audience might know he 
was there, and thus foilow the after proceedings in- 
tell^ently, and Dan faithfully carried out his instruc- 
tions. 

When the plot was at its very thickest, and the 
andieooe were sitting breathless and spellbound at its 
wicked intricacies, Dan lifted his tablecloth and peeped 
at theoL 

Heaven knows what that audience saw in the face 

that dawned on them so abruptly. Probably, in his 
desire to be suf&ciently intense to fit the situation, he 
g^w them a prophetic vision of the Dan Leno of the 
near future. 
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Anyway^ there was no more plot in that scene. The 
whole house shrieked with uncontrollable laughter, and 

refused to be quiet, or to listen to another spoken word, 
while Dan sat still under the table and wondered what 
on earth had happened. 

For the remainder of the play his services were used 
with distinct caution. 

At his next appearance, all that was seen of him was 
the point of his bayonet, while he marched^ as a sentry, 
up and down on the other side of a prison wall Inside, 
and in lull view of the audience, was the prisoner, busily 
sawing through the bars of his cage with a file. When 
he had accomplished his object, and, in tbe very 
moment of escape, it was Dan's duty to rush on and 
shoot him. The prisoner was then to fall back into his 
cell, and die in the centre of the stage, entirely mr- 
roundcd by limelight, while Dan knelt by his side, and 
exclaimed, in accents of horror, '"Merciful heavens I 
I have shot my own brother ! " (Curtain ! ! !) 

I say this is what oug/ti to have happened; what 
really did happen was otherwise. 

It wasn't really Dan's fault at all; it was the gun 
that wouldn't go oS. 

With exemplary p er se v erance, Dan had some half* 
dozen ineffectual pot shots at his victim, thus affording 
him an opportunity, not only to escape, but to put 
several parishes between himself and his judicial 
murderer. 

The prisoner, however, had no intention of tansdjr 
escaping. He had a good death scene before htm, and 
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he was too old a melodramatic hand to wilfully waste a 
centre stage stdus, and a quantity of valuable lime* 
light; so, after giving:; Dan every reasonable oppor- 
tunity to shoot him, he staggered down the stage to his 
appointed place and there died of some unknown and 
mysterious disease, but apparently in great agony. 

Dan followed him there, but not being in his confi- 
dence as to cause of death, and recognising, under the 
existing conditions, the utter futility of his original 
Speech as written, he knelt by the lifeless body, and ex- 
daimed tn a voice of deepest woe, Merciful heavens I 
he has swallowed the file 1 " 

And the audience signified their approval of the same 
in the customary manner. 

These same audiences were rather tough nuts to 
crack sometimes. What they liked, they liked loudly ; 
but what they disliked, they disliked in an even more 
vociferous manner. 

Dan Leno was always, as one would naturally ex- 
pect, in the hif^hest favour with them ; but some of the 
weaker members, who fell by the way, could, alas, tell a 
very difierent tale I 

It was at the hall owned by '* The Signor" that an 
unfortunate serio-comic lady met her fate; whether 
deserved or o^erwise, is not recorded. 

It is certain that she was not at all to the taste of the 
andienoe, and they told her so with no uncertain voice. 
The poor girl, whatever her abilities may have been, 
stuck to her work pluckily, and was singing and danc- 
ing, a smile on her lips, tears of mortification in her 



Digitized by Google 



86 



DAN LENO 



eyes, doing her level best to win the audience over to 
her side, when, in the height of the uproar, *' The 
Signer" appeared on the stage, and the music stopped 
abruptly as he held up his hand to command silence. 

Leading the unfortunate serio-comic by the hand 
down to the footlights, he began— 

Ladies and gentlemen, — I am ashamed of you I 
Here is a lovely lady from London who has come 
among you to interest and amuse you, and you are so 
cruel as to treat her thus. 

" Have you considered, ladies and gentlemen, that 
this lady is honestly endeavoun'nfr to earn her daily 
bread, and, when you deliberately endeavour to prevent 
people from earning their daily bread, you " 

At this point of his speech a half-loaf of bread, flung 
by some patron in the gallery, hit him on the head and 

fell at his feet. 

Too proud to confess the remote possibility of any- 
body daring to inflict such an outrage upon kim^ he 

calmly continued — 

^ Yes! and, adding injury to insult, you even dare to 
throw bread at her — ^to throw bread at a poor girl who 

is doing her best to amuse you. Well, (gentlemen, 
throw bread at her if you like 1 Thank God, she is not 
too proud to eat it" 

And picking up the half-loaf, he thrust it into the fair 
serio's disengaged hand, and led her off the stage with 
the air of a man who had won a diplomatic victory. 

On the different play-bills of this period Dan Leno is 
variously described; but always in the highest terms of 
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adulatoiy advertisement, which shows that the managers 
appreciated him at his proper value. 
For instanoe, at the Britannia Music Hall in Glasgow 

his advent is thus announced : — 

Fifst appeaiance in Scotland of the Conquering Hero, 

Mr. Dan Leno ! 

Champion Clog Dancer of the World. 
He will nightly appear in his Champion Clog Dance.** 

A week later he is still there, and on the bills it is 
ttatftd— 

^ The audience nightly in rapture at the inimitable 

dancing of Dan Leno, 
Champion Dancer of the World, 
In his Matchless Prize Hornpipe. Every Evening." 

And the week following, although the then redoubt- 
able Irish comedian, Mr. W. J. Ashcroft» was appearing 
at the same time in the same hall, Dan Leno stiii held 
his own, for the advertisements record— 

•* Ke -engagement for one week loni^^er, by universal 

rc(|uest, of Dan Leno, 

Qiampion Dancer of the World." 

It is noteworthy that on the same bill he modestly 
appeals in conjunction with liis mother and stepfather 

• The Comic Trio (Mr. and Mrs. Leno and Dan Patrick) 
In their really Funny Entertainments^ ^ongs, 

Dances." 

It is to be supposed that, for his second turn, he 
iffpitmH the character of ** Pongo^** or some equally 
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efficient disguiae, for the purpose of deluding the 
audience Into the idea that Dan Patrick and Dan Leoo 
were two separate and distinct performers. 

A most interesting bill is that which annonces a 
"most gorgeous spectacular entertainment " at the 
Princess Palace in Leeds. 

The piece was entitled The Wicfckw WMimg: «r» 
Th$ Leprackauiis Revels, 

The author was Mr. William Leno^ who also contribu* 
ted an original song and plajred a part in hb own work. 

The scenery was painted by Dan Leno from sketches 
taken by him on the spot during his last Irish tour. 
In addition to his artbtic share in the productioni Dan 
headed the list of star artistes employed, and witli Mr. 
Joe Alberto, took part in what is described as a Terrific 
Pkemiam FighU 

Also further down the bill we read — . 

" Tremendous success of Mr, Dan Leno, 
the World's Champion Dancer.** 

We may well suppose that be contributed, in one 
way and another, a good deal towards the success %sS 

the entertainment 
Of this production Johnny Danvers writes me : — 

••Mrs. Leno made most of the dresses, Dan and I 
painted the scenery, and the old man and I wrote the 
book. The whole thing was put on. the stage within a 
fortnight We painted scenery most of the day, wrote 
the book most of the night ; while Dan, in the intervals 
of painting, found time to help his mother in the making 
of the dresses — such as spangling tights, etc., etc** 
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As an example of what people like the Lenos were 
expected to do for their money in those days, I may 
quote from a couple of bills announcing their benefits. 

The first took place at tfie Star Music Hall, Ancoats, 
Manchester, and the event is The Benefit of the Leno 
Comic Quartette." 

It may be noted Uiat on this, as on several other 
occasions, Johnny Danvers was posing, for the nonce, as 
Mr. H. Lena 

In addition to the performance of Tks Wicklew 

Wedding by the full strength of the company, Mr. Dan 
l:^atnck Leno danced his championship steps, also— 

•* Five Grand Prizes given as follows : — 

Purse of Silver for the Bnest Baby under twelve 

months old. 

Each child to be weighed on the stage, and the Mother 
to appear with the child on the stage at 
The Baby Show. 
A Purse of Silver 
For the best Amateur American 
Song and Dance. 
Purse of Silver 
To the best Amateur Comic Singer. 

A Purse of Silver 
For the best Amateur Clog Dancer. 
A Handsome Mounted Collar 
Will be given as a prize for the largest and most 

handsome cat 
And to add to the gaiety of the night, 
A Purse of Silver 
To the exhibitor of 
The Best Performing Elephant 1 " 

One wonders at the marvellous and seemingly Im- 
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possible combination of babies^ cats» and elephants^ and 
speculates in vain as to the predse amount that each 

purse of silver contained. 

The second bill emanates from The Grand Varieties, 
Sheffield/' and advertises the 

« Benefit of Dan Lena" 

It goes on to promise — 

** Mr. D. Leno intends to spare no expense to nnake 
this the most pleasant and enjoyable entertainment ever 
witnessed in Sheffield. 

"Look at the following Eight Grand Contests and 
Double Company I 

Now come Leno's seasonable gifts : 
200 Half-ounces of Tobacco 
To the first 200 entering the Pit and Side-seats. 
Every half-ounce genuine. 
Now come the contests : 
Ten shillii^s for the best Clog Dancer. 
Dan Leno, judge. 
Each dancer to dance six steps^ 
And shuffle in good clogs. 
No person that has gained his living by dancing 
will be allowed to enter. 
Ten Shillings to the Lady and Gentleman that can 
waltz six times round the stage the neatest 

Half a crown each 
Will be given for the longest standing jump« 
For the best singer of two verses of a 
Comic Song, 
For the best High-Kicker, 

For a Sack Race, 
For a Boot-Finding Contest, 
For the person that can stand on the side of a barrel 
and sing a verse of a song." 
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All this, be it noted, in addition to a laughable 
burlesque, entitled — 

^ D&€i9r Cut *Em Up, in which Dan Leno will play 

his original part of* Dirty Billy.* 

And the ' Full Star Company/ in their latest London 
sensation, entitled T/n CoUier Boy** 

As clog-dancing competitions were, in the north, 
my popular, Dan's position as champion rendered him 
liable to be frequently called upon to act as judge 
whenever he happened to be in a town where such a 
competition was taking place. 

Now, to judge one of these affairs competently and 
fearlessly required as much technical knowledge and 
pluck as to judge a bfass band contest or to referee in 

a football match. Dan had all the knowledge and the 
phick ; but he more than once found himself in a t^ht 
comer, where, he confessed, he couldn't help wishing 
that Providence had made him several sizes larger; one 
notable occasion of the kind being in Gateshead, where 
they build men on large lines. 

Business being bad, the proprietor of the hall sug- 
gestedy in order to wake up things a little, that a clog 
contest should be held, with Dan Leno as judge. 

To this Dan agreed, and the next Thursday night 
was fixed for the event A goodly number of locals 
entered, and the proprietor, knowing that each com- 
petitor had a certain following who would pay to see 
their favourite dance, anticipated a good week's business 
after all. 

The night arrived; the contestants turned up with 
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their thick-and-thin supporters, and the former got to 
work as they were called upon, while Dan stood by, 
conscientiously checking off their ** tip-tap and time." 

He soon realised, however, that he had undertaken 
a very difficult task. As he decided each heat, he was 
certainly greeted with storms of cheers by the fri«ids of 
the victor ; but, as against this, there were loud demands 
for his Uood from the partisans of the defeated candi- 
date. 

Mofeover, as, by a natural course of sdecttoo, the 
defeated grew more numerous than the victors, so, in 

proportion, did the execrations overpower the plaudits 
until the situation became rather alarming. 

The proprietor, ensconced behind the wings, and safe 
from any possible projectiles, earnestly adjured Dan not 
to eliminate so rapidly, but to announce as many dead 
heats as he conscientiously could. As these dead heats 
were, it may be noted, to be danced off on the following 
night, at the same places and at the same prices of 
admission, it is possible that the proprietor had other 
motives for his advice in addition to the philanthropic 
preservation of Dan's skin. 

Anyway, Dan did as he was told, and retired from 
the stage amid mingled howls and cheers. The pro- 
prietor, forced into generosity by the prospect of another 
good "house," sent his judge home in a cab from a 
surreptitious exit, and thus eluded, on his behalf, the 
attentions of a few Gateshead gentlemen who were 
waiting at the stage door to demonstrate to him what 
the duties of an efficient judge really were. 
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On the following night the proceedings opened more 
qnietly and reasonably. It seems that among the com* 
petitors was one Patsey Gallagher, a gentleman of such 
great personal popularity that he had managed to fill 
tbe gmllery with a faction numerous enough to account 
for all the other factions together, and this helped Dan 
consideFably in his work. 

Patsey being a good enough dancer to retain his place 
in the competition to the bitter end, the judge con- 
scientioasly weeded out the weaker members, with 
ttut comfortable knowledge that whoever dared to 
object would be instantly and completely squashed by 
the Gallagher gang. So matters proceeded smoothly 
enough, until only two competitors survived — Patsey 
Gallagher and a callow youth, whose supporters were 
either few In number, or else subdued into judicious 
silence by the presence of the opposition crowd. 

The final heat began amidst fearful excitement First 
of aH, Patsey Gallagher danced, with easy and assured 
confidence, being greeted at the end by cheers loud 
eoongfa and sufficiently prolonged to bias the judgment 
of any man of Dan Leno's inches. 

Then the boy danced, and Dan Leno's heart fell 
within him ; because^ as a matter of fact, the boy danced 
the better of the two. 

As he paused, and gazed doubtfully at the eager 
fiues in the gallery, the owners of which were all 
anxiously awaiting his momentous decision, he heard 
the excited whisper of the proprietor, who was, as usual, 
safdy hidden away from bodily harm — 
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Don't decide to-night! Give it a dead heat, and 

let's have another good house to-morrow." 

So Dan weakened (who can blame him?) and an- 
nounced a dead heat 

That night he again went home in a cab ; but, on this 
occasion, the supporters of Patsey Gallagher, rashly 
secure in to-morrow^s decision, escorted the vehicle, and 
kept him secure from the evil machinations oi all de- 
feated competitors. 

On the Saturday excitement was at fever height, and 
the hall was packed when Dan (on whom the proceed- 
ings were bq^nning to pall) walked on the stage to 
witness and adjudicate upon the final stage of the 
contest 

It happened exactly as before: Dan Leno had not 

been mistaken. Patsey Gallagher danced well, but the 
boy danced belter ; so Dan, being an upright judge, if a 
small one, briefly announced, ^ The boy has won ! " and 
fled to his dressing-room. Then the storm broke. 

The Gallagher party, after demolishing most of the 
gallery woodwork with marvellous rapidity, looked 
round for "the boy" and his supporters. "The boy" 
had judiciously vanished, and his supporters were not 
loudly advertising the fact that they wire his sup- 
porters. 

Their next demand was for the proprietor, but that 
worthy had, with equally sound judgment; retired to his 
home, bearing with him the proceeds ; so a deputation 
of a dozen went round to the stage door to interview 
the unfortunate judge. 
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The stage doorkeeper ioyaliy barred the way, and 
stated that Mr. Dan Leno could not possibly receive 
visitors, because he was, at that moment, engaged in 
changing his clothes; but the functionary in question, 
being only a matter of $ feet 11 inches in he^ht, and a 
trifle over 13 stone in weight, was of no account what- 
ever, and quickly removed. 

Thus it was that little Dan Leno, putting on his boots 
in his dressing-room, and wondering if an armoured 
tiain would be provided to take him home that night, 
found himself surrounded by nearly eighty-four feet of 
Gateshead humanity. 

They wanted to know a good many things. They 
loquifed If he pretended to know anything whatever 
about the art of clog-dancing. 

They wanted to know what he meant by it 

They wanted to know if he had been squared by the 
other side. They informed him that it was the invari* 
able custom, from time immemorial, for Patsey Gallagher 
to win all clog-dancing competitions in Gateshead, and 
they wanted to know what he meant by stepping in 
and interfering with ancient privileges. 

Finally, they asked him — and they asked him this in 
one loud unanimous chorus — 

"Did he want a jolly good hiding?'' 
Well," replied Dan, " I'm only a small man, and, if 
Vm going to have any choice^ I think Fd rather argue 
about if* 

There's no' enough of him to hit," growled one of 
the giants disgustedly. 
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<«Exaetlyr agreed Dan. ''Now, look herel Yon 

all keep pigeons, don't you?" 

Naturally they all assented ; because a Tjmeside 
pigeon that didn't own a colUer for its master was a 
very rare bird. 

<*Vefy good/' he continued "Then suppose you 
back your bird for five pounds to fly against another 
man's bird, and your bird alights two ticks before the 
other man's, 3^ win your manc^F." 

This proposition was carried unanimously. 

" Very well," said Dan, " that was just how it hap- 
pened with Patsey — he danced magnificently, but he 
came in just two ticks after the boy." 

It was probably the personality of Dan more than his 
asigument that helped him; but their foroctty abated 
wonderfully, so, pursuing his advantage, he went on 

** Come with me, and I'll show you." 

Putting on his dogs, he led the way to the cieserted 
stage, and there demonstrated, in a practical manner, 
exactly what he meant 

Dancing vigorously all the time he was talking, he 
showed them where Patsey had failed and where the 
boy had succeeded ; he reproduced the steps that each 
of the pair had danced, and then treated his audience to 
a few steps such as neither Patsey nor the boy had ever 
dreamt of attaining. In a word, he danced away their 
wrath ; he danced himself into their good graces, and 
finally parted with them loudly maintaining that ^ a chap 
who could dance like he could had a right to any 
opinion on the subject he liked to give^ and that they 
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would punch the head of any man (including Patsey 
Gallagher) who ventured to say he was wrong/* 
Dan was to have recehred an addition of three pounds 

to his salary for this historic judgment, and little enough, 

too, when one considers that he ran the serious risk of 
eafly nuutyrdoiii* 

Sad to relate, he never got that additional three 
pomidSb 

On treasury night, at the end of his fortnight's en- 
gagement, the proprietor appeared in the large dressing- 
foom, where most of the male members were assembled, 
and briefly announced, Business has been rotten/' 

As nobody responded to this uncalled-for statement, 
he pot the leading question, " Which of you boys can go 
three pounds short this week?** 

There was a dead silence for a moment, and then they 
all with one accord began to make excuse. 

One said he would have been only too delighted to 
oblige the management, but the fact was he had been out 
of an engagement for the past three weeks and simply 

couldn't afford to do it. 

Another, with deep regret, stated that he must posi- 
tively have his full salary that week, as he opened at 
Edinburgh next, and the railway fare was a very heavy 

A third was going to Dublin, a fourth to Plymouth ; 
in £act, there never were such a number of expensive 
joom^ as had to be taken on that particular occasion. 

The proprietor turned to Dan. "I know you only go 
as iar as Sunderland," he rraiarked pointedly. 
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''Yesi I suppose ifs me for it;" returned Dan sub- 
missively. 

"Thank you, my boy,** said the proprietor gratefully, 
^*3rou shall have the monqr by post next week without 

fail." 

The debt was never paid. Not that the debtior ever 
forgot it» or even pretended to foiget it, because for years 

afterwards whenever he met Dan he used to greet him 
cheerfully with the remark, " It s all right, dear old boy 1 
I haven't foi^;otten that little matter of the three 

pounds." 

When Dan Leno went to London permanently he lost 
sight of this gentleman for some years ; but one day, 

suddenly spying him sitting at lunch with a few friends 
in a high-class restaurant, he determined to try and 
cdlect the money* 

Goine^ straight to him, Dan remarked, without any 
preamble, " It's all right, dear old boy 1 i haven't for- 
gotten that little matter of the three pounds." 

For a moment he was taken by surprise ; but, re- 
covering himself instantly, he replied, quite unabashed, 
Neither have I, Dan I Neither have 1 1 " — and went 

on with his lunch. 

it was in 1885 that Dan Leno secured his first en- 
gagement in London as a comedian. Success was 

rapidly coming his way, and he doubtless felt that he 
was too important a factor to be submerged in a troupe 
any longer. 

So, with his wife, he went up to town, and the old 
folks practically retired from the stage. 
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It is typical of him that directly he began to draw a 
salary out of which it was at ail possible for him to save 
anything he spared a sufficient pension for his step* 
father and mother, and, taking a house for them in the 
suhorbs of Manchester, |kept them in comfort from then 
to tbe end of their days. 

It is also typical of his stepfather that when Dan, in 
the height of his fame, paid them periodical visits, the 
old man would insist on personally conducting him 
round all his haunts and proudly exhibiting him to his 
admiring cronies. 

* There he stands," he would exclaim cmtorically. 
" There he stands 1 Dan Leno ! My boy ! The most 
faffldis man on earth — and / trained himl" Then, 
seizing Dan's hand and displaying his diamond ring to 
the assembled company, he would continue, " See that ? 
ThflDgs like that don't grow on gooseberry bushes, do 

they? Who is responsible for putting that ring on Uiat 
finger ? Ask the boy i H^ll tell you 1 I am 1 " 

To which doubtful proposition Dan would dutifully 
assent, a general libation would ensue, and a move 
would be made to the next haunt, therein to repeat the 
same performance. 
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DAN LENO'S EARLY APPEARANCES IN LONDON 

DAN LENO first appeared as a comedian in 
London, at the Foresters' Music Hall. He may 
be said to have appeared as a comedian in spite of 
himself, because he had other views ; but a kindly fate 
overruled them. 

His salary was £s a week, in return for which he 
performed three items. 

1. A song entitled " Going to buy Milk for the Twins," 

in which he impersonated a woman — one of 

those garrulous, distressed, on-the-verge-of-tears 
females he appeared to know so well, and was 
able to portray so vividly. 

2. An Irish song entitled ** When Rafferty raffed his 

Watch." 

3. His celebrated Champion clog dance. 

The last item was, of course, supposed to be Us 

piece de resistance ; but the patrons of the Foresters' 
Music Hall thought otherwise. 

His songs they received with rapture, but his dancing 

with cool indifference, and not even the exhibition of 

too 
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the celebrated fift;^-gainea belt could arouse them to 

enthusiasm. 

For Dan, fresh from the dancing enthusiasts of the 
North, this was naturally a great surprise. He had not 
calculated on the fact that the average Londoner knew 
nothing whatever about the rolling, the kicking, the 
taps, the twizzles, the shuffles, or, indeed, about the 
clogs themselves. So far as they could tell, he might 
have been dancing very well ; or he might have been 
dancing very badly. They didn't know, and they 
weren't interested* 

fiat th^r knew when they heard a comic song well 
sung, and they said so unanimously. 

So Dan realised, at his very first engagement, that if 
he meant to capture London, he would have to do it 

by his head first ai:id his feet afterwards. 

A similar case, pointing out the different tastes of 
North and South country audiences, was that of Albert 
Chevalier. 

When Mr. Chevalier first visited Manchester, after a 
London triumph with his idealised coster, Manchester 

did not understand hini in the very least. They knew 
that such beings as cockney costers existed, but they 
did not recognise a coster who serenaded his sweetheart 
and sang love songs to " The Future Mrs. 'Awkins," and 
St was not until Chevalier sang " Knocked 'em in the 
Old Kent Road," with a lively dance at the end of it, 
that they forgave him for what he had previously 
done. 

Chevalier persevered, and in the end Manchester 
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appreciated him ; but Dan preferred to capture London 
by giving London what it wanted. 

It is a positive blessing to mankind that he did so, 
and that first-night audience at the Foresters' may con- 
gratulate itself on having helped considerably towards 
adding to the gaiety of the natioa Dan Leno, as a 
dog-dancer, was, of course^ pre-eminent ; but the world 
soon endorsed the verdict of the Foresters', and gladly 
spared Leno the clog-dancer to gain Leno the comedian. 

I can find no criticisms of his first appearances in the 
London music-halls, so presume, as the Press had no 
reason to suspect the advent of a great comedian, they 
were not present to welcome him. 

Most of the songs that he made successful in hb 
early days were written for him by Mr. Harry King. 
They were never published ; the original MSS. are lost, 
and for many years past I have no doubt the only 
complete record of them was in Dan's own head. 

The words of "Going to buy Milk for the Twins" 
are, so far as I have been able to ascertain, lost in 
oblivion. 

The chorus of When Rafferty caffled his Watch," 
ran as follows : — 

**The fcndei was chained to tlic fireplace ; * 

The poker was chained to the hob ; 
You bet your life, if the/d been loose. 

They'd both have been on the job. 
The tables and chairs were tumbled downstairs ; 

We'd plenty of Irish and Scotch ; 
And the divil's own row there was that night 

When Rafferty raffled his watch." 
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Another success he made about this time was as the 
* Irish Harvestmaii," the choras of which is simplicity 
itself:— 

*Vm Irish Pat, ha I ha! 

Audi come from Limenck "Fown, 
So hire me, while I'm on the toad. 
To cut your harvest down " 

While yet another dealt with the troubles and trials 
attendant upon a surreptitiotis family removal : — 

^ Therefs nobody saw us moving, 
So we shall be hard to find ; 
There^s my two daughters pulling at the shafts, 
While die old girl's pushing up behind. 
We sauled away from Poverty Bay 
Not one minute too soon ; 
Ifs very hard luck, 
And you want a bit of pluck 
To be always shooting the moon." 

The successful engagement at the Foresters was 
iblkmed by an equally successful one at the Middlesex, 
where, once more, the comedian triumphed, if anything, 
more completely over the clog-dancen 

Following haid upon this came engagements at other 

London halls, and, althouf^h he had not yet penetrated 
into the West End, Dan Leno rapidly became a popular 
London success. 

These London engagements were, perforce, sandwiched 
between sundry flying visits to the provinces, where he 
still had old contracts to fulfil ; and it is interesting to 
note that, at the very time Dan was making his name 
In London as a comedian, the iaithful ones in the North 
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declined to forsake their old love altogether, and were 
still announcing him as — 

"Still Champion of all the Champions, 

Dan Leno, 

Vocal Comedian, and the World's Champion Dancer. 
Holder of the only Legitimate Champioii 
Gold and Silver Belt, 

The Grandest Piece of Workmanship 
Ever produced in this Country. 
Cost £so. 
One Week only." 

Reading the above announcement, one is inclined to 

believe that the manufacturing instinct of the North 
induced the audience to value the belt as highly as 
its holder, and to value its holder more for his dandi^ 
than his singing. 

One is strengthened in this opinion by reading, 
immedtatdy below Dan's name, of the engagement of a 
gentleman described as — 

"The World-renowned, Funny, Comical, LaughaUe, 

and Original Side-splitting Comedian. The most 
Versatile Comedian we have at the present upon the 
Music-hall stage. Every song funny! Every song in 
character! 1 Every song copyright! 1 1 Not one^ but 
allJI! 

" Come and have a laugh I Remember, this b the 

only one of his name in the Concert Halh" 

I do not give hi^ name, as it has been long since for- 
gotten, and, never having seen him, I know nothing of 
his abilities ; but it is certainly peculiar to read, on the 
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same bill with Dan Leno, of a comedian thus described 
as possessing all the attributes that Dan Leno himself 
possessed in the highest degree. 

When not thus engaged in the provinces^ Dan Leno 
appeared in turn at CoUins's Music Hall, Islington ; the 
Queen's, Poplar; the Standard, Pimlico; and other 
outlying places of amusement 

Then it was that he began to introduce into his songs 
those wonderful character studies which, if exaggerated 
as he only could exaggerate and be forgiven, were taken 
from, and in the main true, to life. 

Of such were The Ice Cream Man,'' which was a 
grown-up and much more maturely comic version of the 

•* Italian Boy** of his juvenile days. 

The character he gave us in another of his songs, 
**The Railway Guaid," he has confessed that he stole 
from the original owner : " a fussy little man I used to 
see at Brixton Station, always rushing up and dovrn, 
sbooting at evciybody, and himself doing nothing 
whatever.** 

It is doubtful whether that railway guard would, if he 
bad seen the performance, recognise it as a caricature 

of himself; and it is just as well that he knew nothing 
about it, because Dan's picture of him, both facially 
and sartorially, is the reverse of flattering. 

Dan had an idea once of presenting, as a companion 
picture, one of the typically slow and stolid railway 
employes engaged on a little single line that joined one 
fXMrket town with another, and, between them, ambled 
gently through insignificant villages in a thoroughly 
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peaceful and pastoral manner. In the end, however, he 
decided that the plan was impracticable^ because if he 
gave a thoroughly consistent character-reading of their 
speed of thought and speech, one song, with the usual 
amount of dialogue, would be sufficiently long to oonsti- 
tute an entire evening's entertainment. 

One morning Dan found himself travelling on this 
little line, and, having plenty of time to spare (which, 
indeed, was an absolute necessity for all who journeyed 
on that system), thought he would alight at one of the 
wayside stations and visit a celebrated old castle in the 
neighbourhood. 

The train started, and in due course arrived at the 
first station. Nobody got in and nobody got out; but 
there was a lengthened pause in the proceedings, and a 
silence reigned that was only broken by the panting of 
the engine. 

Dan looked out of the window. It was a very hot day, 
and the stationmaster, with his porter, could be plainly 
seen in the olfing leisurely making for the village iiuu 

This made Dan feel thirsty, and he began to wonder 
whether he would have time to join them and have 
''just one" before the train started again* 

He looked up the platform. It was deserted, except 
for the guard, who sat on one of the seats in an appar* 
ently exhausted condition, and wearing an old straw hat 
well tilted over his eyes. 

The engine driver and stoker leant over the side of 
the engine, and, gazing thoughtfully at the guard, 
smoked in silent content 
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The agnalman, having signalled "All lines dear/' 
leant out of his window^ gazed regjn^lly at the village 

inn, and also smoked. 

This pretty picture of still life lasted until it began to 
assume an air of permanence, so Dan got out of bis 
canriage and approached the guard. 

" I'm very much obliged to you for letting me see so 
much of this place," he said. Ifs a very pretty place 
indeed, but I know when Tve had enough of a good 
thing. Can we go somewhere else, please?" 

The guard, without deigiiinf;^ to answer directly, 
looked up at the engine driver and inquired in an 
iojuied tone of voice, '^What are you stopping for? 

\S hy don't you go on ? 

I'm waiting for you to whistle!" replied the driver 
piaddly, and still smoking. 

The guard grunted disgustedly. I whistled a good 
five minutes ago 1 " he said 

"Never heard youl" retorted the other. ''Whistle 
again 1* 

" Not me 1 " objected the guard, with an air of quiet 
determination. ^ Once is enough forjm/" 

It is hard to say how or when the dispute would have 
ended if Dan had not seized the whistle that dangled 
from the guard's buttonhole and given the desired signal 

himself. 

The driver, thus officially roused, moved on hb 

engine with due deliberation ; and Dan, looking back 
out of his window, saw the signalman put his signal at 
"Danger'' and stroll in the direction of the village 
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inn with the air of a man who had made everything 
absolutely secure. 

When they reached the station for which Dan had 
booked, he got out; and after watching the train depart, 
began to search for information. 

He could find no stationmaster, but he came across 
an elderly, rather decrepit porter, who evidently dated 
back to the days when trains were not 

Dan asked him the way to the castle, but the porter 
knew nowt about any castles anywheres thereabout" 

" Perhaps you're a stranger here ? " suggested Dan. 

"I'm not," retorted the old man, indignant at the 
insult "I was born herel" and hobbled home to 
dinner. 

Dan had slightly better luck with the booking-office 
clerk. That youthful functionary, in the intenrals of 
playing marbles on the waiting-room floori condescended 

to tell him : 

"Ay, there's what some folks call a castle not so 
far away, but ifs not up to much: most of its fell 

down." 

" Exactly/' replied Dan. '* That's the castle I want, 
and it's the * fell-downness ' of it that I've particularly 

come to see. Which is the nearest way to it ? " 

*' You've come to th* wrong station," said the clerk 
stolidly, his mind being deeply concentrated on his 
efforts to "spank taws" out of a chalk ring he had 
drawn on the tioor. You ought to have gone on to th' 
next un ! " 

"And what time is the next train to lii next un.^" 
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queried Dan» determined to see his castle or perish in 
the attempt 

The youth told him briefly and without comment 

It started in exactly two hours and ten minutes from 
the date their conversation terminated ; so Dan, to pass 
away the time^ determined to explore the surrounding 

country and return to the station in time to catch his 
train. 

He strolled leisurely along pretty country roads and 

lanes, without any definite aim or object in view, until 
he found himself, just pleasantly tired, in the market- 
place of a little village. 

After refreshing himself and resting for a time in the 
local hostelry, he retraced his steps, and arrived at his 
ordinal station with comfortable time to spare. 

The booking clerk, now on duty, but occasionally 
rattling his marbles in his pocket by way of recreation, 
served him with his ticket The price of the said ticket 
was exactly twopence, and this set Dan thinking deeply. 

He thought so deeply that, when the train eventually 
turned him out in the identical village he had walked 
to and fxom, and within a hundred yards of the local 
hostelry In which he had refreshed and waited, he was 
more annoyed than surprised ; but after considerine^ the 
matter carefully in all its bearings^ he finally decided to 
He more amused than either. 

Dan Leno has himself stated more than once — 

"^When I first came to London there was a great 

demand for comic singers, and my style struck the 
public taste." 
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This is a suflfeiently modest way of aoooonting for 

an undoubted success. However the public taste may 
vary in the matter of comic singing and comic singers, 
it seems to me that there alwa3fs has been, and always 

will be, a great demand for Dan Lcnos* 
He further adds-» 

*• The characters of my songs are all ' founded on 
fact/ To get the effect out of such son^^s is not so 
easy as it looks. In the hrst place, you have to catch 
your song, and you will understand that difficulty when 
I tell you that I have fully ISO songs at home for which 
I have paid from one to five guineas each, and which 
are utterly useless. 

** Sometimes I sit up all night studying a song, and 
trying to see chances of effect in it, until I finally get 
out of temper and throw it in the fire. I study haid 
for all my songs, and my favourite way of doing that is 
to walk for a few miles ia the rain, keeping time with 
my feet to the tune.'* 

One is tempted to wonder why 'Mn die nun ^ ! hut 

no genius ever lived who had not his own little peculi- 
arities, and Dan Leno was no exception to the rule. 

As he rose in his profession he, naturally enough, 
became the target at which budding authors and com- 
posers fired their verses and tunes. From the point of 
view of such, it is well to be connected with a rising 
man as soon as possible ; so, the further he progressed, 
the more he was inundated with or^nal songs. As he 
punctiliously replied to all correspondence himself, his 
letters on this subject alone must have occupied a good 
deal of his time. 
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In this connection I was, I remember, once able to 
surprise and puzzle him very completely* 
Some years before I was introduced to Mm person* 

ally I wrote a song that I fondly imagined would suit 
liim exactly* So, with delightful visions of hearing 
Dan Leno sin^ one of my songs, I posted him a MS. 
copy, and impatiently waited the result 

Alasl it was returned to me in two days^ accompanied 
If a nioe little note that soothed while it disappointed. 

The note in question was headed by no address save 
* London/' and the date was merely stated briefly to 
be ^ Sunday." I suppose he was too busy sending out 
similar epistles to have time to enter into minor details, 
it read as follows 

'Dear Sir, 

•* I am much obliged to you for your offer of the 
enclosed song, which, I think, is excellent " (and which 
/ don't think he did for a moment). 

Unfortunately, I have another song on the same 

subject, so am unable to use yours. 

Yours truly, 

«Dan Leno" 

1 kept this note by me, and many years afterwards, 
bdbce attending a Drary Lane rehearsal, while going 
through some old papers, I came across it So I put 
it in my pocicet and took it with me. 

The first person 1 showed it to was Herbert Campbell, 
and directly he noticed the general vagueness of date 
axwi address he saw the possibilities of a joke in it 



Digitized by Google 



112 



DAN LENO 



So, calling in the aid of Arthur CoMlna^ we three coo- 

ceived the idea of having a little fun with Dan, 

As we were all seated at lunch, I casually inquired— 

" Oh, by the by, Dan, have I offended you in any way?* 
"Offended me?" he replied, looking up in some 

surprise. No, certainly not Why do you ask?** 
Well, I thought I must have done, when you send 

me a letter like this one," I explained, and, taking the 
note from my pocket, I threw it across the table to 
him. 

Dan read the note through carefully, and looked 
puzzled ; then he read it over again, and looked still 
more puzzled. 

** Do you mean to say that I sent you this letter ? * 
he demanded. 

"You ^,"1 replied 

** When ? " he asked. 
You can see the date for yourself," 1 said, pointing 
to it, Sunday." 

** Well, I certainly di(^ send out one or two letters 
declining songs last Sunday," he admitted, " but, upon 
my word, I really can^ remember"— here he paused 
abruptly, and was evidently doing his best to dive into 
his memory and iish up facts. 

'<Whafs the matter over there?** asked Arthur 
Collins from his end of the table. 

^ This/' I responded, recovering the note from Dan 
and handing it to him. Ifs not a very friendly letter 
for Dan Lcuo to send to me, is it?" 

** I should rather think not," replied Collins, after 
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perusal. " I wouldn't like him to write that way to ine. 
Head it, Herbert,'' and he passed it on to Herbert 
CampbelL 

Herbert put on his eyeglasses and read it carefully. 
Then he turned an accusing glance on me. You've 
been up s etting him in some way/' he stated, "Dan 
always writes that way to people who've annoyed him." 

** That's what I'm afraid of/' I repUed But» for the 
life of me, I can't think what I've done.** 

** No ! no I " exclaimed Dan earnestly, emerging from 
hb ieverie» " he^s dome nothing — nothing at all to offend 
me. What I can't make out is how I came to—" 
— here he paused once more and resumed his thinking. 

"Ifs all very well saying that," remarked Collins, 
■but when a man writes to a man he knows well he 
doesn't b^in his letter with ' Dear Sir ' if he feels quite 
fiiendly towards him.** 

I hope you don't think I'm vexed because Dan 
refused the song," I said. " He had a perfect right to 
do that if he didn't like it" 

"Certainly," agreed Herbert. "But that's not the 
point ; if s the nasty way he did it" 

" I know," exclaimed Dan, with the relieved air of one 
who has solved a knotty problem, I must have put 
somebody else's letter in your envelope,** 

** I see ! " said I. •Then what did you write to me?** 

** I forget for the moment," replied Dan helplessly. 

**Oh,conae, Dan," expostulated Collins, surely you 
remember whether you accepted the song or refused it." 

Upon my word, i do not," he admitted. 
1 
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** I don't believe he ever read the blessed song at ail , 
simply declined it without even looking at it," Herbert 
suggested 

**Now that's a thin^ I never do, and you know vei}' 
well I don%" contradicted Dan» roused to sdf-defefio& 
" I read everything that's sent to me If you tell ok 
what the song was about,** he continued, turning to me, 
I've no doubt I shall remember all about it" 
It was about a fried-fish shop,** I returned promptly, 
having completely forgotten what the subject of the 
original song was. 

"Oh! ikafs the song, is it?" pot in Herbert— *! 
remember your reading it to me. I'm surprised at Dan 
xefiising it — it would suit him Al. The chorus is a 
nailer. I don't pick up things veiy quickly, but I've 
never foi^otten it" 

''Thafs a good idea» Herbert" sugigested Collins; 
swiftly turning the tables on his fellow-conspirator. 
"Sing the chorus to Dan, and see whethftf he ceoog* 
nises it" 

Herbert was for a moment nonplussed, but quickly 
rose to the situation* 

** Yest" he agreed, 111 sing the chorns. Usten, Dsa 
This is how it goes." And he warbled to an extempon: 
melody the following poetic words >^ 

** Fried lish is a very nice dish ; 
It's a relish to your tea ; 
So, if you wish a pea'north of fish. 
You must all come round to me.* 

Dan gazed steadily at Herbert who was slightly 
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overactiiig by assuming an expression of stem gravity 
quite foreign to his usually smiling features, and then 

remarked — 
^'So thafs the chorus? " 
We agreed. 

And the chorus is the best part oi the song " he 
went on. 

We agreed again. 

''Then I can explain everything," continued Dan» 
remember it all perfectly now. That nice little 

polite note that I put in Hickory Wood's envelope 

by mistake was one I had written to the Poet Laureate, 
iriio means well, but doesn'tquite hit my style. 

*'I don't much mind Wood's getting this letter, 
although he doesn't deserve it; but what annoys me is 

that the Poet Laureate won't like receivi'np^ the other 
letter to say that if he sends me any more oi his vulgar 
fried-£sfa verses 111 have him prosecuted as a public 

nuisance." 

Which explanation we correctly took to mean that 
Dan had at last tumbled to the idea of the joke. 

From the time he virtually abandoned clog-dancing« 
and b^jiD to grow in favour as a London comedian, 
Dan Leno steadily developed his entertainment in one 
special direction. 

One calls his performances on the halls ''songs" for 
want of a pithy word that is better ; but they were not 
really songs at all They were diverting monologues in 
a style of which he was as undoubtedly the originator 
as he was its finest exponent. With him the character 
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was the first consideration; the amusing wealth of 
monolcgfue or " patter '* was the means whereby he gave 
his audience an insight into that character, while the 
verses struck one as being, in most cases, a somewhat 
unnecessary interlude. 

Indeed, he was evidently of this opinion himself, 
because in his later efforts, when he may be £urly 
said to have perfected his styles he merdy used one 
verse to introduce himself and one chorus to take 
himself off the stage. The rest was simply fluent con- 
versation. 

I can hardly suppose they were a great success from 
a publisher's point of view. I have heard misguided 
men, copy in hand, attempt to sing Dan Leno's songs 
in drawing-rooms, attired the while in evening dress; 
but I should imagine that any man who really appreci> 
ated his peculiar humour would no more think of doing 
this than he would purchase the full printed instructions 
of Paul Cinquevalli's feats and attempt to reproduce 
them by referring to the book. 

It was Mr. George Conquest, of the Surrey Theatre, 
who first engaged Dan Leno for pantomime^ and it is 
noteworthy that a son of Mr. George Conquest played 
leading parts with him in his last three pantomimes at 
Drury Lane. 

Mr. Conquest heard him sing "Fetching the Milk for 

the Twins," and at once made him an offer, jointly with 
his wife, at a salary of £7Q weekly to play in the 1886-7 
pantomime at the Surrey. The pantomime subject was 

J(uk and iiie Beanstalk ; Dan was to be cast for the 
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put of Jack's mother, and Mrs. Leno was ofTered that 
of Mercuiy. 

The offer was accepted, and Dan entered on the first 
of a series of London pahtomtme engagements that 
were destined to last anintermptedly until 1904. 

Apropos of this, Johnny Danvers tells an interesting 
stofy. 

When Dan first came back to London, he had, 
curiously enough, never seen Drury Lane Theatre at 
aD ; so one momii^ Dangers said to him, " Dan, Tve 
oAen heard yon say you've never seen 'The Lane.' 

Let s walk over and have a look at the outside of it 
now." 

So they walked over and paused before its portals 
and classic pillars. Alter a few moments of silent sur- 
vey, Dan Leno, to the surprise of Danvers, walked up 
the steps and kndt on the topmost one. Then, rising 
and letuming, he took his chum by the arm and 
lenarkad very quietly» "Johnny! I shall act there 
fooeday." 
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CHAPTER VII 



DAN LENO'S PANTOMIMES 

HE title of this chapter is no misnomer, for Dan 



X Leno had not been in many pantomiixies before k 
came to be an accepted &ct that finr him to be in one 
meant that he made it his own. 

Some music-hall comedians, being accustomed to 
work alone' all the year round, fed strange and mm^ 
customed when, in pantomime, they are suddenly re- 
quired to altef their mediods and become parts instead 
of the complete show. Dan Leno never seemed to be 
troubled with this difficulty. 
His early training as a member of a troupe may have 

helped hiui a little to harmoniously combine with others ; 
but the principal reason for his success in this directioo 
is undoubtedly that he was ~ to the manner bom.** 

Although he certainly predominated, he never mono- 
polised. His keen sense of characterisation, that kept 
him alwa3rs well in the picture, seemed to hdp those 
who were playing with him almost as much as it helped 
himself towards success. 

I have often noticed, in pantomime, that whoever wj.- 
playing in a scene with Dan Leno always seemed, at 
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that point, to be at hia or her very best So far from 

extinguishing his colleagues, Dan appeared to be able to 
bring out their highest qualities. And again, when 
ciraunstanoes demanded, be could, without leaving the 
stage, eft ace himself as complete^, and do nothing as 
artisticaUy, as any actor I ever saw* 

To Dan Leno, a pantomime character was a real 
character; a character to be as carefully studied and 
tibought out as that of the emotionally complex nature 
of a heroine in a problem play. 

His pantomime queens, for example, with all their 
sbsopd extimvagance, yet contrived to convey some 

subtle su^estion of regality. An impossible queen, we 
say, of course ; but still a queen, and, when we come to 
tUnlc of it, quite a possible queen, too, under the 
eccentric conditions and amid the peculiar surroundings. 
His studies of women in a humble walk of life were 
enCfpely diflferent His gait, his manner, his expres- 
sion were altered, and aU his dignity had vanished. He 
was liomely, discursive, and confidential, not to say 
occasionally aggressive. His own personality was, of 
course, ever present ; but when 1 saw him playing these 
kind of parts, the impression he left on my mind was 
not so much a picture of Dan Leno playing the part of 
a woman in a particular walk of life as the picture of 
iHiat Dan Leno would have been if he had actually been 
that particular woman. 

No comedian playing female parts has ever differ- 
entiated his studies of the sex so much as Dan Leno 
did« In his last five pantomimes at Drury X^ane he 
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played a woman's part each year, and she was a 
perfectly diilerent woman evexy time. He found fresh 
individualities for them alL 

I remember him saying to me, after going through 
his part of Sister Anne» in Bluebeard^ for the first 
time, I'm afiraidl Vm very much afraidl** 

"Don't you like the, part?" I asked, rather dis- 
appointed 

"Oh yes, I like the part very much!** he replied. 

"That's what I mean. I see so much in it that I'm 
afraid I shall overdo it, and I don't want to do tkat^* 
He was evidently a success in bis first pantomime at 

the Surrey, and an immediate one, because Mr. 
Conquest, on the second night, engaged him and his 
wife for the following year, he as principal comedian 
and Mrs. Leno as principal girl, in the pantomime of 
Sinbad th$ Sailor* 

Both these pantomimes were written by Messrs. 
George Conquest and Henry Spry. In the first he 
was associated with, among others, Tom CosteUo^ 
Johnny Danvers» and Maud Stafford; in the second 
with Arthur Williams, who played The Ploughboy. 

The Press both welcomed and appreciated him at 
once; Of his first appearance it was written — 

A more amusing Dame Durden than Mr. Dan Leno 
it would not be easy to discover. 

Naturally some good dancing was looked for bene, 
and nobody was disappointed." 

When he played in SitAad ike Sailor he was com- 
mended as-^ 
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" Mr. Dan Leno» who made a capital tinkert full of 
drollery and grotesque business. Some of his scenes 

were particularly good, and he was most humorous 
throughout the pantomime." * 

It may be here remarked that Dan Leno was very, 

very sensitive to press, or, indeed, any criticism. Like 
the princess in the &iry tale, he could delect and be 
made uncomfortable by one crumpled rose leaf of 
Uame, however many feather-beds of praise were piled 
on tfie top of it 

He generally went through his pantomime press 
notkes while resting in the dressing-room he and 
Herbert Campbell occufried jointly, and whenever he 
came across any remark about himself that he con- 
sidered uniair or incorrect in any way he insisted on 
reading it aloud to Herbert 

If that was all he did, Herbert, who I honestly 
believe never read a press notice, and certainly never 
subscribed to any press-cutting association, would 
merely grunt in a non-committal manner ; but if Dan, 
growing excited over his real or fancied grievances, 
came across to where Herbert always sat, calmly puffing 
at a &t cigar, and flourishing the press-cuttings in his 
face, demanded either a sympathetic or some other 
expression of opinion on the subject, Herbert would 
merely remark, Serve 3^u right for buying a guinea's 
worth of trouble," f and with that "closure" the dis- 
cussion. 

* Hide BOtai an horn Tit £f>m, 

t The fff ■ rnftins eMocutioiii snpplf e find nninber of newspaper 
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It was while Dan was playing in the Sinbad panto- 
mime that he first came under the notice of Sir 
Augustus Harris, who engaged him to appear in the 
Drury Lane Christmas Annual of 1888. Mrs. Leno was 
also engaged; but before Christmas came round again 
increasing family responsibilities induced her pennan> 
ently to retire from the stage into a happy domesticity. 

Dan's part was that of The Baroness^ in The Bab€s m 
tki Wood^ and there it was he first met that unruly pair 
of infants, Herbert Campbell and Harry NichoUs. 

Among others who appeared with him were Harriet 
Vernon, Maggie Duggan, Charles Lauri, Victor Stevens^ 
and the Griffiths Brothers. Here again his success was 
nefer in doubt In the first month of hts engagement 
Sir Augustus Harris renewed it for three years^ and, 
after that, for five more. 

Subsequently Drury Lane claimed him» as^ he used 
to say, for the term of his natural life ; a term whidi, 
unfortunately, proved to be all too short 

When, m the fulfilment of his own prophecy, he 
made his first bow to a Drury Lane audience, he found 
that his reputation had preceded him. It is interesting 
to read that— 

"Mr. Dan Leno, whose reception was very cordial, 
made much capital out of the part of The Baroness, 
his dancing being especially diverting.'* 

Apropos of the late Charles Lauri, who was, as has 
been stated, one of his colleagues in this pantomime, 
Dan used to tell a good story. 
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Que Chhstmas season Lauri was playing the part of 
a dog in one of tiie provincial pantomimes. At le* 

hearsals he was, as ever, full of suggestions for little bits 
of artistic ^ business " wlierewith to embellish his part and 
help the show along generally. He had, of course, a great 
oame as an animal impersonator* and his reputation, 
ccimhined with the fact that his suggestions were gener- 
ally excellent in themselves, naturally induced his 
fellow-artistes to respect and act upon them literally. 

Id this pantomime were engaged two gentlemen of 
the knockabout persuasion, who stuck hatchets in each 
other's heads, and generally committed assault and 
hattery in the way of business. The name under which 
they appeared before the British public was "The 
Tender Brothers Mick," and their speciality was a blow 
on the skull that would render senseless anybody but a 

; "TcDder Brother." 

It was these worthies whom Lauri rashly approached 
with the request that they would help him in one of his 

, mnes. 

•When you come on the stage,** he expbuned to 
- them, " ni bark ; then I'll run out of my kennel and go 
far you« While I'm biting mie of you on the leg, the 
other one must hit me on the head with his stick. Then 
I'll howl and run back into my kennel again. See?" 
k They listened attentively to the explanation, and said 
I they quite understood what was meant In fact, they 

(added, it might almost be said to be in their line of 
, biwiness. And so it was arranged, and performed for 

ft 

one night only. 
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When the '* Tender Brothers " arrived upon the stage, 
Lauri barked, rushed out of his kennel* and £astened on 
to a leg. Whereupon one of tlie " Tender Brothers," 
according to instructions^ raised his stick and gave 
Lauri one on the head with it. 

I suppose, for a "Tender Brother/' it was not a 
particularly vigorous stroke ; merely the kind of Uow 
he was accustomed to give his other "Tender Brother** 
when they were informally rehearsing for their mofe 
serious efforts in public. But it was more than enough 
for poor Charles Lauri. 

He howled more than realistically; retired to his 
kennel, and, metaphorically speaking, did not emerge 
from it again for quite three dsys. 

Dan Leno's second Drury Lane pantomime was 
Jack and iiu Bionstaik^ in which he again appeared 
as the down-trodden mother of the heroic Jack. Here 
he gave a most amusing study of an elderly lady 
endeavouring to sing a serious love ballad, and being 
constantly thwarted in her endeavours by a rival 
concert of cats immediately outside her window* 

It is also to be noted that, although he had parted 
with his clogs, he had by no means parted with his 
dancing. He had merely changed from one style to 
another that was apparently better suited to the taste o^ 
the metropolis ; because in a notice of this pantomime 
we read ; — 

Mr. Dan Leno's dances must be seen to be believed 

in. They are electrical." 
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Up to this, Dan had only been seen by Drury Lane 
audiences as a woman, and the idea struck Sir Augustus 

Harris that he might do worse than give him a chance 
to show what he could do as a member of the male sex. 

** Dan*" he said to him one day with this thought in 
his mind — ^"Dan, how do you think youd be as a 
man?" 

~ Well, I don't know," returned Dan modestly. * But 

I think I ou^^/u to be all right ; because, you see, I was 
bom tiiat way." 

So it came to pass that on the following Boxing Day, 
Dan appeared as Sir Lombarde Streete in the panto- 
mime of Bemtiy and the Beast. Among the ladies 
who played in this pantomime were Vesta Tilley and 
Belle Baton. 

Man or woman, it was all the same to Dan ; which- 
ever he was, he amused his audience, and his audience 
bved him for it 

As Sir Lombarde Streete we read : — 

" Mr. Dan Leno, who impersonates Beauty's father^ 
was most certainly Mivdy on,' and we doubt not was 

also * lively off/ for he always came up, if not smiling, 

yet full of drollery, and prepared for speech, son^, 
daoce, or business to add to the fun and increase the 
meiriment" 

He further seems to have succeeded in playing a 
^ drunken scene " without unduly offending the suscepti- 
bilities of press or public, for the critic goes on to say : — 

"Those who saw Sir Lombarde Streete in his tor- 
tuous movements, on being conducted from the palace 
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after a too liberal allowance of the wine-cup, are not 
likely to forget him. It was a piece of pure coaiedy 
from start to finish." 

Dan Leno was now just as nrach a standing dish at 

the Lane as was Herbert Campbell, albeit smaller and 
of a different flavour, and the following year, in the 
pantomime of Humpty Dumpiy^ these two comedians, 
so widely different in their methods, yet so perfect in 
alliance, began that successful series of ** double aoenes" 
with which the later generation of playgoers so in- 
evitably associates them. 

As the King and Queen of Hearts th^ pervaded 
the pantomime together, Herbert's calm stolidity con- 
trasting finely with Dan's "verve" and "go," while 
Dan's excitable methods made Herbert appear to be 
the most abnormally and comically placid monardi 
ever seen upon the stage. It was an ideal partnership, 
and was then and there perpetuated only to be brokeo 
by death. 

It was in this pantomime also that they sang their 
first topical duet — the forerunner of many— -entiyed 
^ It Made no Difference." 

After this followed in regular yearly succession : — 
LiUU BihPe^, Robinstm Crusoe, Dick WkMngtm ami 
His Cat, ChuUrdla, Aladdin, Tke Babes in ik$ Wood, 
The forty Thieves, Jack and the Beanstalk, SUepif^ 
Beauty and tke Beast, Bistebeard, Mather Goote, and 
Humpty Dumpty, which, alas! completed the tale both 
for Dan Leno and his trusty lieutenant, Herbert Camp- 
bell. It is a wonderful record for the pair; a record 
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whkh it is not likely will ever be equalled, still less sur- 

In casting one's mind back over this vista of departed 
fvmtoiiuines, pleasant memories of this or that perform- 
ance keep cropping up, and somehow or other whoever 
else occurs occasionally in these memories, Dan Leno 
occurs in them ail 

For instance, in Didk Wkittmgtm I see an eccentric- 
ally active Idle Jack arrive outside the village church 
lor thp pmpoae of getting married therein. I hear him 
enter into a long, explanatory conversation with a deaf 
sexton — a very deaf sexton indeed— 40 deaf, in iact» 
that he reduced Idle Jack to such a fearful state of 
mental ane^uish because he could not make him under- 
stand that it makes me laugh now when I think of it 

In CmdertUa I have a vision of a stout, unemotional 
Baron and a vivacious, somewhat acidulated Bcironess 
betng lefiised admission by a haughty Aunkey to the 
Prince's ball 

The Baroness explains at length, while the Baron 
** stands by/' and puts in an occasional remark — short, 

but generally to the point. They are the Prince's 
bosom friends, and what if they do liappen to have lost 
their tickets ? That kind of accident might happen to 
anybody. 

Then come the various little stratagems designed to 
frustrate the flunkey's vigilance, Dan going in back- 
wards to look as if he was coming out — Herbert's idea 
of passing in without being noticed I Finally, an entire 
change of the situation, when Dandini enters to rebuke 
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the flunkey and commands him to let the worthy pair 
pass in at once. 
Then ensues the triumph of the Baioness. She 

really doesn't care whether she f^oes in or she doesn't 
it isn't worth while to make a fuss about it ; but, just to 
show that no flunkqr can interfere with her» she wiU 

go in. 

Yes, and just to show that she is perfectly free and 
independent, she will come out again, and what* s more, 

she will keep on going in and coming out as long as 
she likes — and she does it with a " Now I'm in ! See?" 
and Now I'm out ! Eh ? " directed at the flunkey each 
time she passes him. 

Since then i have heard in various parts of the 
country very many Idle Jack's talk to deaf sextons, 

and I have seen many Baronesses in ditTiculties with 
flunkies at palace gates ; but, in my memory, those 
parts are still ineradicably embodied in Dan Lena 

I turn to Aladdin, and I chuckle as I think of the 
Widow Twankey entertaining the Slave of the Lamp, 
who happens to be Paul Cinquevalli, in her humUe | 
kitchen. 

I see Cinquevalli open his " bag of tricks " by doing 
marvellous things with a humble saveloy, and, as he con* 

tinues to show his feats of magic to the spell-bound 
Widow, she can only reassure herself that her reason is 
not departing by pickmg up the saveloy between each 
feat, and remarking to herself encouragingly, "Yes, it i 
is so 1 That's a saveloy right enough ! *' 

The Balfes in ike Wood remind me of a peculiar boy, 
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with a very fine and large sister — a boy who carried 
dead fats in his pocket and recited Hamlet to his sister's 
Ophelia on prize-day at school. I see him grow up and, 
to his great dismay, develop whiskers, and, above all, I 
see him dimb on a stable roof, thereby to enter and 
poison a horse, explaining to his unimaginative sister, 
who tells him the door is open, that no real burglar 
ever goes through a door/' 

The Forty Thieves^ where a certain quaint lieutenant 
pitsicied over a truly remarkable board meeting, and 
JaA and the Beanstalk^ in which an embarrassed widow, 
having promised to marry two men on one and the 
nme day, arranged two wedding feasts in two different 
rooms in the same house, and was consequently kept on 
the run between the two, are recollections I would be 
wy Sony to part with. 

In the second scene of The Sleeping Beauty and the 
Beast four attendants entered bearing with them two 
Mtained palanquins, which they set down on the stage 
departed. 

Curiosity was rife among the audience, but the 

mystery was solved when Herbert's voice was heard 
from one interior inquiring, Have you anything to do 
diis afternoon, my dear?" and Dan replied from the 
other, " No, I have nothing on 1 " A roar of welcome 
went up from the audience, which was renewed when 
the flunkeys, returning to bear away the palanquins, the 
bottoms fell out, and the unmistakable voices were 
corroborated by the equally unmistakable feet 
To enter and exit unseen, and yet to gain an eathusi- 
It 
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astic reception, is, I should say, a feat no other actor has 
ever successfully accomplished. Thereafter I can recall 
Dan's genuine dismay and disgust when, after their 
hundred years' sleep, the old King and Queen return to 
find their monarchy transformed into a republic 

I can see him perched on a balcony, and trying in 
vain to enter the museum, by means of an dusive 
window, for the purpose of recovering the crown jewels^ 
and I can see him lying on his back, under a broken" 
down motor-car, explaining to Herbert exactly what 
was wrong and how to remedy it 

It was during the run of this pantomime that I was 
privileged to witness an unrehearsed scene between the 
two, a scene that Dan had evolved in a pure spirit of 
mischief. 

The fulness of it was not apparent to the audience ; 
but, as I happened to know what Dan was driving at, 
I enjoyed it immensely. 

It was Herbert's invariable custom to dine at home 
between the matinee and the evening show, and, as be 
always followed up his meal with a twenty nJnutes* 
nap, he had very little time to spare. 

He managed it by having his brougham ready at the 
stage door for him. Directly the curtain fell he wouMI, 
without changing much of his stage attire, or removing 
a great deal of his make-up, get in the vehicle, and be 
driven to Canonbury and back at express speed, the 
coachman waiting in readiness at the door the while 
Herbert dined and slept 

Naturally, it was always more or less of a rush ; so it 
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is not to be wondered at that Herbert was never eager 
to nnduly prolong the performance at a mating 

Dan knew this very well, and he was sometimes 
tempted to play tricks, as he did on this particular 
afternoon. 

When they came on the stage together, to play the 
scene in which they stole the crown jewels^ I noticed 

liiat Dan was an unusually long time in coming to 
cxieSi*" 

He talked about this, that, and the other, all very 
amusing, but not at all relevant to the matter in hand. 
Herbert followed him loyally, as he always did when 
Dan launched out upon these unexpected and wordy 
ezcnrstons ; but, after a time, as the latter showed no 
sign of coming to a speedy and definite ending, Herbert 
grew anxious. 

My dear," he said, I don't Uke to interrupt a lady 
and a Queen; but— what about the crown jewels?*' 

Dan turned upon him a face indicative of the utmost 
surprise. 

* Crown jewels ? ** he queried. •* WkaS crown jewels ? 

*• y<?« know 1 *' returned Herbert " Tke crown jewels I 
Omr cnmn jeweb 1 " 

" I know nothing whatever about any crown jewels ! " 
retorted Dan, with an air of finality, and wandered 
forth again into the realms of fancy. 

Herbert began to look rather worried. The precious 
tioie was fast slipping by, and, although he attempted 
to check Dan's loquacity by himself preserving the 
strictest silence, Dan seemed on this particular after- 
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noon to be quite capable of going on by himself for 
hours. 

" Look here," he said at last in desperation, " it isn't 
good enough. You know perfectly well that we came 
here to talk about the crown jewels/' 

"You surprise me," exclaimed Dan. "Of course, you 
have a perfect right to talk about what you Uke, but 
you mustn't dictate to me. / came here to talk about 
dinners, and do you know, King, tliat's what I like so 
much about you — you would always rather dine in 
your own palace with your own little Queen than yoa 
would have the best dinner the biggest hotel can give 
you," 

I'll tdl you what it is," replied Herbert with deter- 
mination, " unless you're going to settle about those 
crown jewels at once, Til have the motor«car brought 
on." 

The motor-car scene followed the crown jewels scene, 
and, if Dan had not judiciously yielded at this point 
and given Herbert the necessary cue, it is certain that 
there would have been no burglary at that performance. 
This was not the only trick of the kind that Dan Leno 
played on Herbert Campbell, but in the Farfy Thieves 
Herbert contrived to look after himself. 

In one scene AH Baba (Johnny Danvers) and Abdallah 
(Dan Leno) engaged in a fierce and occasionally pro- 
longed battle; while the fair Zuleikah (Herbert Camp- 
bell) looked on anxiously (especially at matinte) m# 
wondered how lon^ they were going to be. 

In this case, however, the remedy lay in his own 
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handsi because the signal for the change of scene being 

the firing of a gun, and that gun being within Herbert's 
reach, he could always stop the proceedings by whisper- 
ing, ''Come on, Dan, that's enough. Another minute, 

and I'll fire the gun." 

And, on more than one occasion, he did fire that gun 
in self-defence. 

In Bluebeard Dan Leno gave a magni^cent study of 
the character of Sister Anne. 

There was no suggestion of the elderly lady who has 
seen trouble in this Sister Anne. 

She was a sprightly, somewhat below middle-aged 
person, who was of a ' coming-on " disposition, and who 
had not yet abandoned hope. 

The more Fatima repulsed Bluebeard, the more 
tenaciously did Sister Anne ch'ng to him. She saw 
that Fatima was preferred to her, but she could not 
understand why ; and when, after dancing before Blue- 
beard to show him that she could charm as sweetly as 
any Fatima, she was rudely told that she was " as grace- 

ful as a steam-roller," her pitiful droop, as she sadly com- 
muted with herself, " 1 wonder if I push myself forward 
too much," was a study in sentiment 

Or again, who that saw Sister Anne can ever forget 
when, having learnt the harp, specially to amuse 
• Bluey," she sang * When the Heart is Young," accom- 
panying herself on and mixing herself with the instru- 
neat until the whole entertainment ended in a confused 
and inextricable mass of harp, music-stand, and Sister ^ 



Anne. 
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In Mother Goose Dan Leno» in the opinion of many» 
achieved the greatest triumph of his pantomime careeci 

At his very first entrance ( which was specially devised 
for him by Arthur Collins) he aroused his audience to 
a degree of mirthful enthusiasm such as even he had 
never seen surpassed, and all through his performance 
he never lost this advantage for a moment 

Picture Dan Leno» attired as a humble rustic widow, 
seated in a little cart, alongside a crate containing live 
geese, and peacefully driving a pair of donkeys along a 
Surrey lane. As the cavalcade reaches the croos-foads 
a motor horn is heard, and a car, driven by a huge 
gentleman, enveloped in the orthodox furs^ dashes 
broadside into the little country cart 

Over goes the cart, and there ensues a scene of the 
wildest confusion, amid which one has visions of Dan 
Leno in all parts of the stage at once ; Dan Leno rais- 
ing the struggling donkeys to their feet : Dan Leno 
rescuing geese that have escaped from the crate, and are 
wandering down the stage to investigate Jimmy Glover, 
and, finally, of Dan Leno firmly grasping by its neck 
an excited and struggling goose in either hand, and 
alternately ''slanging " the chauffeur in English, Frendi, 
German, and Italian. 

It may be mentioned that, after the first few nights 
" property " geese were substituted for live ones, because 
the latter developed an unfortunate habit of straying to 
some bourne from which they never returned. 

In the hands of Dan Leno Mother Goose went throng 
many phases : 



Digitized by Google 



DAN LENOS PANTOMIMES 135 



Poor ; but contented. 

Wealthy ; but plain, and not a little haughty; 
Yoiin^, beautiful ; but penniless. 

And finally — 

Tbe good old original Mother Goose who began the 

story. 

In all these phases his Mother Goose was con- 
«stieiicy ttsell 

When she was poor, she was humble and un- 
assuming. 

When she was wealAy, she had fbe "grand air** 
obviously put on with her riches. 

When she was young and beautiful* she was as coy 
sod skittish a yooog creature as one could wish to 

sec 

And, when she returned to her pristine state, it was 
widi a sigh of relief that she welcomed back her old 
^miliar " top*knot *' and even her bunion. 

At times screaoiingly and irresponsibly funny, he 
treated the part where it required to be thus treated 
quite seriously. 

When Mother Goose first discovered that wealth 
without beauty was not everything, and lamented that 
her fiice was sufficient bar to her ever marrying a title, 
and, again, when she found out that beauty witiiout 
wealth is even a greater drug in the matrimonial 
fliarket, it was no uncommon thing to hear people in 
the audience, in the intervals of spasmodic laughter, 
remark with feeling, " Poor old soul 1 She makes me 
feel quite sony for her." 
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■ 

At the end of the run of this pantomime the dircc* 

tors of Drury I^ane Theatre made a double presentation 
of a handsome service of silver plate, both to Dan Leno 
and to Herbert Campbell, in recognition of their unique 

services, 

Dan was the first recipient, and the presentation was 

made, in the saloon, by Mr. Birch, the chairman of the 
board. Mr. Birch stood by the table, on which, care- 
fully covered, lay the plate in question. Arthur Collins 

stood by his side, and Dan, who knew nothing whatever 
of what was going to happen, sat at the far end of the 
saloon. 

In a highly appreciatory speech, the chairman spoke 
of Dan's career; of his more than excellent work at 
Drury Lane ; of the high esteem in which he was held, 
and ended up by uncovering the presentation, and, in 
the name of the directors, begged Dan Leno's accept- 
ance of the same. 

Then everybody applauded vigorously and turned 
towards the recipient. 

Dan had watched the proceedings with a pleased 
smile; but at that time he was unfortunately afBicted 
with deafness, so had not heard one single word of what 
had been said. 

However, seeing from the faces round him that he 
was expected to say something, he rose to his feet, and, 
waving his hand to Arthur Collins, remarked — 

" Governor, it s a magnificent present ! I congratulate 
you, and you deserve it" 

When his mistake was explained to him, he was so 
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surprised and overcome as to be uoable to say anything 
in reply for some little time. 

Surprise presentations are not always genuine sur- 
pcises^ but, if ever any man experienced the happening 
of the unexpected, it was Dan Leno on that night 

He had a lively experience, by-the-by, on his way 
home after the function. The horse in his brougham, 
possibly excited by bearingf so much wealth, bolted in 
the Qapham Road ; the coachman was thrown off the 
boic, and a catastrophe seemed imminent 

Here it was that Dan displayed an amount of pluck 
and presence of mind that stood him in good stead. 

He had witli him in the brougham his youngest boy 
and one of his juvenile friends, who, placidly seated oii 
the floor of the conveyance, were comparing marbles in 

blissful ignorance of the danger they were in. 

Without alarming them by disclosing the true condi- 
tfoQ of affairs,' Dan took down the front half of the 
movabie hood and clambered on to the box seat. From 
there^ holding on to the harness with both hands, he 
aawled along the shaft, seized the dangling reins in his 
teeth, and, returning as he came, succeeded in pulling up 
the frightened animaL Having done this, he drove back 
to pick up the fallen coachman, and, finding him injured, 
took him at once to St Thomas's Hospital. 

Finally he drove home, feeling, I have no doubt, that 
le had been through a very strenuous and eventful day, 
iut turned up on the morrow at the Drury Lane Annual 
Dinner as if nothing particular had happened to him. 
Humpty Dumpty was his last pantomime, and if, in 
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view of the illness that was then hanging over him, he 
was given less to do for fear he might not be able to bear 
the strain, yet in ail he did he stood out pre-efninent as 
of old. 

It was after a prolonged absence from the stage that 
he appeared on Boxing Night» 1903 ; and the public 
rejoiced to see his welcome face again, and hoping that 
his cure was a permanent one, gave him a reception that 
nearly liflbed the roof off old Dniry. 

Once more, but for the last time, did he play Queen to 
Herbert Campbeirs King, and the scene where Her 
Majesty produced a miniature pair of braces as a birth- 
day present for her loving but stalwart spouse, and 
shrieked with laughter because she had, inadvertently, 
« brought home the wrong parcel," was quite in Dao 
Leno s very best form. So also were his two duologues 
with Harry Randall, the cook, in the kitchen anent 
certain provisions the cat had consumed ; and under tte 

Tree of Truth, that dropped its fruit on the head of him 
or her who sat beneath its shade and told a lie. 

In a word, Dan Leno's pantomime work was in itsdf 
quite sufficient to earn him the highest fame as a 
quaintly eccentric yet withal innately truthful comedian. 

We are taught to believe that, by a merdful proviskMi 
of nature, no man has ever lived or ever will live who is 
absolutely necessary and cannot possibly be dispensed 
with, even in his own sphere of action. Granting thts» 
we must admit that Dan Leno came as near to achieving 
the impossible as any man, and his loss is keenly felt by 
all who heard him utter the last words he em uttered 00 
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Drury Lane stage, when, on the last night of Huvipty 
Dmm^ty^ he and Herbert Campbell sang, in duet, and 
with clasped hands — 

In the panto of old Dniry Lane 
We have both come togelher agftin. 

And we hope to appear 

For many a >'ear 
Id the panto of old Dmry Lane^' 
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CHAPTER VIII 



DAN LENO AT REHEARSAL 

MY first personal experience of Dan Leno at re- 
hearsal was, naturally, at the first Dniiy Lane 

pantomime with which I was connected. 

As I was walking along towards the theatre he passed 
me in his brougham, or, to speak more correctly, 0m his 

brougham, because, the day being fine, he rode on the 
box-seat beside the driver, as was always his custom 
under such conditions. 

He arrived at the stage-door only about fifty yards 
before me. There was the usual nondescript crowd 
hanging about, and two seedy gentlemen standing near 
where I was suddenly shouted excitedly, " There he is,** 
and set off at a swift run to swell the ranks. 

When the brougham stopped I saw Dan, to my sur- 
prise, jump from the box-seat as if it had been a spring 
plank and dive through the stage-door in the manner he 
was once wont to dive through the "grave-traps.** 

As I got to the door a part of the crowd was slowly 
dispersing, and I caught such disjointed remarks as 
Missed 'im that time I " " Never mind I He's bound to 
come out again." "Rehearsal's over at six!** "'E's 

140 
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worth waiting for — ^"e's good for a quid if you do catch 
'im and tell 1m the tale," etc, etc. 

I remarked to the stage -door keeper as I went in, 
"Mr. Leno seems to be in a hurry this morning/' to 
wbich that experienced ofBcial replied— 

•And he's a joiiy good judge, too! He's that soft- 
hearted that three minutes among that crowd outside 
there would cost him over a tenner." 

Which, from later observation, I discovered to be 
absolutely true. 

His first c^reetin^ of me, a comparative stranger in the 
place, was enough to encourage the most faint-hea r ted 
Shaking me by the band» he 8aid> Arthur Collins 
says you've done your best for him. Arthur Collins 
ahrays does his best for everybody, and I'm going to do 
my hest for both of you to make it a success.* 
Andy as he promised, so he did, and a success it was* 
Dan Leno at rdiearsal was, as he was everywhere 
else, kindly and unassuming. 

He was always ready to help those with whom he 
played, and ever the first to set the very necessary 
example of deferring to the management Although 
his salary rapidly increased, his demeanour to those 
annmd him remained unaltered. 

To those who met him and worked with him when he 
began his long list of Drury Lane engagements at a 

salary of £20 a week, he was still the same Dan Leno 
when he was drawing the princely remuneration of £2^0 
for seven performances. 
When Sir Augustus Harris, who first engaged him at 
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Drury Lane, died, he transferred his allegiance to Arthur 

Collins, and served him as loyally as he had served his 
farmer chief. 

To be sure, Arthur Collins was no stranger to him, as 
he had, tor some years previously, had practical control 
of rehearsals as stage mangier; bo^ apart from diis 
fact, Dan had a genuine regard for him and an immense 
belief in his capabilities. 

In the accepted meaning of the phrase, it cannot be 
said that Dan Leno ever ''learnt " a part Neither did 
Herbert Campbell. 

That is to say, Instead of taking the scrip** home^ 
studying it, and arriving at rehearsal letter perfect, with 
nothing but the trimmings " to add, they preferred to 
assimilate it by a process of constant repetition oo the 
stage, during which they put on the "trimmings" as 
they occurred to them, and as they went along. 

To those who did not understand tfaeur methods^ it 
was a somewhat unpromising spectacle to see the pair 
rehearse a scene together. 

They were generaUy supplied with long, printed 
" galley-pulls " apiece, and from his, with the aid of a pair 
of gold-rimmed ey^lassesi Herbert read his part with 
the air of a benevolent rector reading the lessons in 
churck 

Dan, who had to be supplied with a fresh ''galley-pull*' 
daily, because he was in the habit of trailing it on the 

ground and accidentally walking over it when not in 
actual use, repeated his portion, with his head slightly 
tilted towards Herbert, a deeply puzzled expression in 
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every now and then a quizzical expression 
at the corners of his mouth, when he came across a line 
or a bit of ''business'* that suggested to him possibilities. 

The rest of the company conversed quietly apart; 
Arthur CoUlns stood in front of the pair ready either to 
give or accept ideas; while the pcompter» book and 
pencil in hand, hovered immediately behind him, wait- 
ing to record any fugitive '"gag" that might be worth 
Impiiig; because Dao bad a way of saying good things 

at rehearsal and then forgetting all about them. 

To take a rehearsal of Mother Goose as a fair example, 
the geoenl cflect was something as follows :— 

Herbert {stolidly), I say, mother, you are a swell 1 
Dan {w€anify» Do you think I look escpensive 

Hirbert Ratiber! You kK>k like a walking Bank erf 

Dan. Of course, in my position 1 want to look 
wealthy. 

/M«rl Ycsl That diess must have cost a lot of 

Dan. I don't care, but I do grudge having su many 

expulsive thmgs underneath I daren't show (To 

CedltMs,) I say, Arthur, 1 suppose Comelli designs these 
cspeasive things for me. 

CUISmu; Well, I don't know, Dan. We can't afford 
to pay Comelli his price for designing things you daren't 

Dam {With a tv/imkU in his eye). Yes 1 But you might 
have m line in die programme to say that, as these 
tfcingi wm executed by Alias fifom Comellils designs 
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the management had decided they were too good to 
wastes so-- 

Herbert {strictly on business). Come on, Dan, let's get 
on with it Play the game. 

DofL All right 1 All right I (JU/ers to part.) Let 
me see. What do I say now? 

Herbert {severely). You don't say anything .it aL 
It's me. {Reads), It's the same with me. I've got seal- 
skin socks on this very minute. 

Dan. Vm sure we all ought to many into die aris- 
tocracy, you and Jill and I. 

Herbert. What? Ke?!^ get married? {Wiik inienu 
sdemmity,) Ha,ha»hal {To Dan who has femad,) Go 
on« It's^i7«r turn. 

Dan, I'm waiting for my cue I 

Herbert. Well, I gave you yc/at cue 1 

Dan. No, you didn't I My cue is— Jack laoglia.* 

Herbert, Well, I did laugh ! {To Collins,) Didn't I? 

Collins, Yes, Dan. It's all right He laughed ! 

Dan {tnnocentfy sufprised). Was that a laugh? I 
thought he had the croup. {Refers to farl} Why not) 
I've been married, haven't I ? 

Herbert, Yes; but that was to father— Hiot to a 
stianger— ^« 

Dan {aside). IVe heard that one before. 

Collins {to rest of company^ whose conversatum Im 
gradually risen to flood-tide). Will yoa ladles and gea- 
tlemen please be quiet? We can't hear a we^wd welit 
saying here. 

Herbert {resuming). Fm going to many Gretchen. 
Dan {piming ever ^'galley-pulls " and getting sateuvskss 
eniangled therein). Well, that's what I came here to da 
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I've no particular reason for doing anything or being 
anywhere. I'm really going somewhere else. Come, 
PrisdUal {Surprised,) Thafs funny! I appear to go 
off here with a goose ! When did the <^oose come on ? 

Herbert {Judicially), There's something wrong: my 
next speech doesn't fit in* 

ColUns {coming to Hu rtscuiy. Let me see. What 
pfi^ are you on, then ? " 

Dan, Page nine ! 

Collins, Oh, you've turned over two pages ! {Puts 
Mngs straigiu.) Now yoo're all right Go ahead I 

Dan, Oh, by-thc-by, Jack, Tve been buying some 
ancestors. 

Herbert. What are ancestors ? 

Dan. Don't you know ? They're relations who grow 
onaiamOy tree. 

Herbert, What kind of a tree is that? 

Dan, It's a {drops gall^*puir' and picks it up 

ogain,) Yes, it's true I I am beautiful ! I'm {stops 

abrt^tly,) That sounds silly. 

Collins {again coming to the rescue). You've got on 
the wron^ page again, Dan. {Rearranges.) There you 
arc ! Go on ! 

Hif^t (meditatively). You know I fancy this scene 
is going to turn out very funny. 

Dan. Yes, I can see a lot in it. {Resumes.) A 
family tree is a kind of a — sort of a Give me a 
piece of chalk ! 

Herbert. Here you are! {Tentatively to Collins.) I 
suppose this is where I give Dan the chalk ? 

Collins. That's right. 

Dan. This is the tree ; this is the trunk, an d 
{Pauses.) What do I do with the chalk ? 



Digrtizec by <jOOgIe 



146 



DAN LEND 



Collins. Oh ! Therell be pictures on the stage» and 
you'll turn one round and draw on the back of it 
Dan [rduvid), I see ! (Itesnntes,) These are the 

branches, and these axe the tree-roots that — {crawling 
on hands and knees down stn^i% chalking and imprcnnsing 
as he crawls)^Xh& tree-roots that go right away down 
into the main sewer. 

Collins {to prompter). Put that down I 

Herbert. Right! {To Dan.) And when \ say 
"parsley-bed/' you put your foot through the picture 
and everybody comes on. {To Collins^ enamn^ginigfy.) 
That'll be all right, governor I 

Dan {agreeing}. Yes ; I can see a lot of fun in that 
scene. 

Collins. All right 1 {To rest of company.} Cook 
along, ladies and gentlemen, picture scene ovor, eveiy- 

body on I 

To the uninitiated such proceedings as these held out 
small hope of success, and I have heard new-comers to 
Drury Lane inquire doubtfully of each other at re- 
hearsal, " Are they reeUfy going to be funny ? " 

A decided answer in the afRrmative was, however, 
always forthcoming on the first night, for it was upon 
these apparently shaky foundations that Dan Leoo 
invariably built his masterly edifices of humour. One 
might well be pardoned for doubting durii^ the ex- 
perience of a first rehearsal ; but after having once been 
privileged to see the inception, the gradual g^wth, and 
the complete result, one could never doubt again. 

Dan Leno's method of rdiearsal was, I fancy, laigdy 
induced by his memories of early days; days when a 
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rehearsal of such subsidiaty things as "the words" was 

not considered to be at all necessary. A " run-through " 
with the props ^ in the afternoon, before perfonnance 
on the same evening, was all that was given or asked 
for, and the rest was left to luck and the mother-wit of 
the perfonners. 

A tale he used to tell of one of his eatiy rehearsals 
well illustrates this. 

The company had engaged to appear for one night 
only, in some hall in a small market town, and the 
proprietor of the said hall, after having agreed to fit 
tip a suitable stage, and to provide decent fumtturei 
fittings, etc, at his own expense, basely endeavoured, 
at the last moment, to back out of his share of the 
undertaking. 

There ensued a stormy interview between this gentle- 
aan and Dan's stepfather. A great many uncomplimen- 
Lary epithets were exchanged without satisfactory result, 
and, in the end, the proprietor was distinctly given to 
understand that, the company being there, it would 
appear ; but that it would provide no furniture or fit- 
tings of any sort, and, in the event of him (the said 
proprietor) failing to do so as per contract, the true 
reason would be announced from the bare boards to 
his eternal ffhumg. 

The proprietor, on his part, declined to definitely 
commit himself to any course of action whatever, and, 
under tfiese strained conditions, the afternoon rehearsal 
b^an, with the proprietor as an interested spectator. 

Dan's stepfather, with a baleful glance at his 
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adversary, opened the proceedings by calling out, 
^ Dan, come on the stage to me I" and Dan obediently 

obeyed the call. 

"My boy," said his stepfather, " I'm going to tell 
yaa what to do in this scene," and, speaking to Dan 
and tf/ the proprietor, he continued — 

'*When you come on the stage you will find me 
sitting just here on a chair (although Heaven alone 
knows if there wi/l be any chair here for me to sit on). 
I will be resting my elbow on a table (of course, that's 
always supposing the wretched proprietor of this haO 
is not too mean to provide a table). You put your 
arm on my shoulder (1 can guarantee that effect all 
right, Dan, because this poverty-stricken company of 
ours provides the arms and shoulders that are necessary 
in Ms piece) and you hand me a letter. (By-the-by, 
Dan, just before I go on, let me know if the manage- 
ment of this place grudge you a bit of paper for that 
letter. If they do, go out in the market-place and 
beg a bit, and tdl everybody why you are oU^ied to 
do it) 

1 will jump up and go to a de^ that will stand 
in this comer (at least, it won't stand anywhere if the 
mean hound who runs this hall has anything to do 
with it); out of the desk I will take a photograph 
(which, by the way, means more expense for tfie 
grasp inq- management), and I will say, * Curse him !' 
(And if all the furniture and * props' aren't there in 
their places to-night, you'll know very well who I mean 
when I say it) 
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"When I do this, you will stand there in the moon- 
l%ht (although the Lord knows if there'll be any moon ; 
some people arc capable of grudging you the light of 
heavenX you will turn your face to the audience (and 
ril bet there^s no audience if they know an)rthing at all 
about the skunk that owns this barn), and, just as you 
$ay» ' Stay 1 he is your son i ' the curtain will fall (and, 
when I say that, Vd like to lay long odds there won't 
be anything so expensive as a curtain provided for us 
here to^n^^ht)— 

Here the much-goaded proprietor broke in at last 

" Yes»" he said, " and after that you'll come round to 
collect the receipts, and firom what I've seen of your 
performance so far, I'm open to bet my boots tliat there 
won't be any." 

And the sequel proved that the proprietor was almost, 
if not quite, conect in his estimate, 

A pantomime rehearsal is not a very exhilarating 
function when you are thoroughly used to it ; but Dan 
did his best to keep ours lively. 

He was quietest when he was himself rehearsing ; 
when he was not thus engaged, he was, so to speak, 
all die more actively engaged. Flitting here and there, 
chatting to one group ; cracking jokes with another ; 
claacing in secluded comers to amuse an admiring 
crowd of stage-hands ; asking the children riddles, and 
equally rewarding with pennies those who guessed and 
those who didn't guess the answer— he was continually 

•* on tiic go." 
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When he had a lon^ wait he would sometimes vanish 
from the stage altogether, but roars of laughter and 
wild, weird noises would eventually oiable the stagie 
manager to track him to the saloon, where he would 
be discovered entertaining the chorus by singing a 
mock pathetic ballad^ acconipan3nng himself the while 
on the piano, in some mysterious and ialiarmoaious 
manner known to himself alone. 

He was particularly fond of teasing Herbert Campbell 

in a friendly way, and Herbert always accepted these 
attentions much in the same calm way as a big dog 
watches a frolicsome kitten playing round about him. 

A little incident at one of the rehearsals, however, 
showed to all who saw it that Dan had a very warm 
comer in his heart reserved for Herbert 

The particular incident in rehearsal was " the start for 
the hunt" It was arranged that the comedians and 
some of the chorus should cross the stage on horse* 
back in order to make the scene more realistic ; the 
necessary order was given to the property master, and 
he duly turned up on the stage at the appointed tiaie 
with a selection of horses and mules and one odd 
donkey. 

Nobody thought that Herbert Campbell would care 

to indulge personally in such active exercise^and it was, 
therefore, with some surprise that we heard htm an- 
nounce his decision to '^have sixpenn'orth on the 
donkey/* 

Now all these animals had already acted together in 
a previous piece, and as a result of their former tiaiaing 
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they had very firm ideas on the question of order of 
precedence. 

Unfortunatdy, when the animal that the donkey had 

always been accustomed to follow started off, Herbert 
was oot quite ready. The sagacious and conscientious 
beast, realising, like a good actor, that the success of a 
piece depends largely on attention to details, was with 
difficulty festrained while Herbert essayed to mount 
In the end the donkey prevailed ; for while Herbert 
was yet half on and half off its back, it broke away 
in a horst of dramatic enthusiasm and careered across 
the stage at a swift trot that was calculated to make up 
for a lot of lost time. 

What we saw fix>m the front, without knowing the 
cause thereof, was the sudden apparition of a small 
dookey» moving at a ridiculous pace^ taking into con- 
sideration the fact that it was carrying Herbert Camp- 
beii, and Herbert himself perched on its back at a truly 
perilous angle, an angle that grew more and more im- 
possible until the law of gravitation finally asserted 
itself and deposited him on the stage, leaving the 
donkey to ''exit solus!* 

The swift and surprising iudicrousness of this spec- 
tacle caused all in front to unite in a hearty shout of 
iaughter — all, that is, except one man^^ind that one 
man was Dan Leno. 

My God 1 hell be killed 1" he cried, jumping up 

from where he was sitting", and was through the iron 
door and by Herbert's side as soon as anybody. 

Fortunately^ Herbert escaped with nothing worse than 
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a fright and a slight shaking ; but Dan returned to his 
seat, still pale with apprehension^ and shaking his head 
gravely, remarked, "I don't see how anybody ooiild 
laugh at that It might have been a very serious matter 
for a heavy man like Herbert" 

Later on in the day, when a youthful member of the 
company — who probably did not realise the possible 
danger of the situation, as, indeed, none of us in the 

first surprise had done — suggested that, if Herbert were 
to perform the same feat nightly it would be the 
funniest thing in the pantomime, Dan turned on him 
and gave him such a wigging as that youthful member 
has every reason to remember to-day. 

As I have before remarked, Dan Leno in his later 
years suffered from deafness. This never troubled him 
during dialogue, as he seemed always to be able to pick 
up his cues, whether he heard them or not ; but it w as 
sometimes a source of inconvenience when it came to 
the musical numbers. 

Dan's voice was not a very powerful organ, and 
Glover was always faced with the problem of keeping 
his orchestra sufficiently ^up'* to enable Dan to hear 
the tune, while, at the same time, it was sufhciently 
** down" not to drown his voice altogether. I believe it 
is true that his accompaniments were always played in 
what was known as "Dan's key" — a key unknown to 
musicians at large, and only possess e d by Glover and 
his men. 

However that may be, Dan, although not a great 
stickler as to tune, looked upon time as a matter of 
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great importance, perhaps not so much so when he was 
voady singing a song by himself, but certainly when 
k was engaged in any finales or concerted numbers. 

While learning these at rehearsal he used to assist 
iuaiself by waving his right arm in a peculiar and semi- 
ctrenhr fashion, as if he were stirring porridge, and at 
the same time he would bob his head serenely to the 
particular rhythm in which he was singing. 

This mannerism grew upon him until he was com- 
pelled to introduce it into his performance, and in the 
end Dan never sang a solo in a finale (unless he danced 
at the same time) without waving his arm and bobbing 
his head just in the same way as he did at rehearsal. 

His deafiness was responsible for one rather comic 
incident at rehearsal. 

In the Biuebmrd pantomime a very lofty tower had 
been built for the benefit of Sister Anne, and the first 
time the scene was set Arthur Collins asked Dan to go 
to the summit of this tower and rehearse his part from 
there as it was proposed to perform it on Boxing Night. 

Dan cheerfully made the ascent, and was very shortly 
seen peering over the battlements on to the stage 
below. 

" Can ycia hear up there ? " asked Arthur Collins. 
Eh ? ^ said Dan, putting his hand to his ear. 

"The Guv nor wants to know if you can hear/' put in 
Herbert Campbell. 

*Oh yes, I can hear," responded Dan cheerfully, 
which was not to be wondered at, because either from 
ong association or from the quality of the voice, he 
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could always hear Herbert better than he could hear 

anybody else. 

At this juncture the scene painter came rounds and a 
long discussion ensued between Arthur Collins and him 
as to whether the scene fulfilled all its requirements. In 
the end it was decided that various alterations woe 
necessary before anything more could be done in the 
way of rehearsing that particular part ; so upon Collins 
instructing the stage manager to announce that the 
rehearsal was dismissed until eleven o'clock on the 
following morning, everybody left the theatre except 
Arthur Collins and those immediately concerned with 
the structure and working of thb particular scene. 

It was not until they had been engaged for some 
twenty minutes or so in discussing and arranging the 
necessary alterations that they heard a plaintive voice 
from above inquiring, May I come down soon ? " and 
looking up they saw Dan Leno foxgotten, but sdil 
patiently waiting on the top of his tower. 

Dan was not one to immediately jump at every fresh 
idea that was suggested to him at rehearsaL He 
generally preferred to consider it and see it from his 
own point of view before he accepted it fully. 

It was suggested, for instance, that it would be a veiy 
funny scene if Dan and Herbert were to have a game 
at ping-pong together; the suggestion was generally 
approved of, and an up-to-date ping-pong table, with 
bats, balls, and net all complete, was duly provided. 

The scene was roughly written in» and when the pair 
&ced each other across the table for the first time 
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everybody gathered round, curious to see what they 
were going to make of it 

Dan surveyed the preparations blankly and in silence. 

"So this is ping-pong," he remarked at length. 

"So they tell me/' agreed Herbert "Go ahead. 
Ban, do something." 

** It's all very well to say do something," returned Dan, 
"bat what on earth can I do?" 

"Hit the bail with your bat," suggested Herbert 
practically. 

"Oh I if tkafs all!* murmured Dan discontentedly, 

"I can hit a ball with a bat'' Here he ainned at one 
and missed it " I say, I can hit a ball with a bat as 
wefl as most people." At this point he made a second 
unsuccessful attempt I don't see anything in it,'' he 
ccttdnded, throwing down his bat 

** It is rather a fool's game," coincided Herbert, 
and silence reigned as they gazed at the table thought- 
folly. 

"Now," remarked Dan, arousing himself from his 
ftverie, ^ if that table were just an ordinary common 
Utcfaen table 

"i see! " put in Herbert quickly. "With an onion 
net stretched across it instead of that fancy thing." 

* That's the idea/ Dan went on, "frying-pans for 
bats and potatoes for balls 

•* Property master,'* called out Arthur Collins, grasp- 
ing the situation at once, " clear away all this stuff and 
set me a kitchen tables an onion net, two frying-pans, 
ind a doien large potatoes." 
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And that is how Dan Lieno and Herbert Campbell 
made a funny scene out of a game of ping-pong. 

On another occasion Dan required a little persuasion 
and some judicious coaxing before he would tackle ao 
air-ship in which he eventually scored a very big succesi 

He and Herbert had read their parts on terra firma 
for some time before they were formally introduced to 
the machine itself, and Dan had taken scant interest in 
the matter, because he was confessedly of the opinion 
that "the whole thing would be cut out before dress 
rehearsal, like tiiese kind of things always were." 

When they were summoned to the stage, therefore, to 
see the air-ship in full working order, Arthur Collins led 
Dan up to it» much as a nervous horse is led to examine 
and see for itself the harmlessness of a motor-car or a 
steam-roller* Herbert followed behind, quite ready and 
willing to dare all that Dan dare. 

Dan inspected the machine as it reposed peacefully 
on the ground. 

" How high will it be when it's slung up?" he inquired 
distrustfully. 

" Oh, only about six feet," said Collins reassuringly. 
Dan grunted. I see" he commented "A gallon of 

beer a ni^^ht, or down wc come." 

" Rubbish I " returned Collins. " You know very well 
that Drury Lane men don't do that kind of thing." 

** Yes, and even if they did, what price me ? " in- 
quired Herbert " You wouldn't get the worst of it" 
" I would if you fell on me," retorted Dan gloomily. 
With infinite tact and pa^ence, Arthur Collins took 
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Dan Leno in hand ; he explained this and explained 
tfaal^ until Dan got interested in spite of himself, and 
getting interested, began himself to do some explain- 
ing. 

Collins^ at this point, artfully retiring from the ex- 
planatory business, Dan took it up with growing enthu- 
smm, until, to make perfectly clear what it was he 
meant to do^ he had to climb into the car and explain 
in a practical manner. 

Herbert promptly climbed in after him ; they were 
sittog up, and there they remained In mid-air, while 
jokes and ** business " enough were suggested to make 
the fortunes of forty scenes. 

As Herbert remarked confidentlallv to Arthur Collins 
after they had been lowered to the ground— 

*I knew it was all right directly you got Dan to 
climb into the car. By to-morrow night the little 
' beggar will be all over the rigging*" 

And after events proved Heibert to be a true 

prophet 

There is a curious sequel to this stofy. 

Arthur Collins, after successfully launching the panto- 
mime, went across to New York on business. He was 
away for some time, and during the whole period of his 
absence the air-ship worked without a hitch, and was 
one of the funniest episodes in the whole show. 

When he returned to London he lost no time in 
visiting the theatre to see for himself how things were 
going on. 

He arrived during the evening performance, at the 
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very time when the air-ship scene was in progress, and 
just as he reached the wings to interview the stage- 
manager, the machine, for the first and only time in its 
career, collapsed^ and fell to the stage, carrying, of 
course, its occupants with it 

The whole affair was a pure accident, and, fortunately, 
it came down so gradually that nobody was hurt ; bat 
the coincidence was a very peculiar one. 

The children employed in the pantomime had a great 
deal in common with Dan Leno. If they were full oi 
high spirits and mischief, so was he, and, like them, 
he had a way of treating rehearsals as if they were 
capital Inn. 

On the occasions when the principals rehearsed with 
the full company it was Impossible to chase those 
children out of the theatre so long as there was any 
likelihood of Dan going on the stage and doing- any- 
thing whatever. They might be dismissed early in the 
evening, and txAd they would not be required again until 
next morning; but, instead of going home, they would 
retire in a body to some secluded corner of the pit 
and there wait unobtrusively but hopefully for the 
appearance of Dan Leno. 

When he did come on to run through a scene, soi^, 
or dance, they invariably defeated ^eir object and 
betrayed their presence by a burst of laughter or 
applause, which, coming from a totally unexpected 
quarter, startled everybody. 

Then it would be a case of— 
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*'Good giackmsi What are those children waiting 
fotr 

"I'm sure I don't know. They were dismissed an 
hour aga" 

"Qiildren, don't you understand? You may go 

now. Go straight home, and be on the stage punctu- 
ally at ten in the morning." 

Then the children, with hypocritical thanks, would 
vaoish only to reappear a little later on in a fresh 
place; 

It was their custom to perform a little pantomime of 
their own in the big baliet-room every year. 

This was always written and performed entirely by 
lliemselves ; the scenic artists on the staff would help 
them with the scenery, and it was Dan's delight to be 
among them superintending generally. 

At the public performance of this yearly entertain- 
ment, which was given between the mating and the 
evening show, and attended by the entire staff, Dan's 
place was always in the very centre of the front row of 
Mts, from which position he would lead the applause 
and lai^hter with great heartiness and goodwill. 

Oorii^ the intervals a very small boy, bearing on his 
head a fireman's helmet several sizes too large for him, 
was wont to appear on the stage and exhibit a large 
piacard on which was printed in prominent letters* 

"Fire-Proof Curtain'* 

This was, I believe, Dan^s idea, and was designed to 

that, although the power might be lacking, the will 
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was there to comply with the relations of the London 
County Council. 

I have also seen Dan bribe this same diminutive fire- 
man with sixpence to go and do his duty towards the 
managing director, who stood at the back, an interested 
spectator, smoking a cigarette. 

To Dan's intense joy, the fireman earned his money 
by tapping the managing director on the shoulder 
and informing him with outward seventy and inward 
trepidation — 

*You mustn't smoke durini^ the performance, sir!** 

And, to the managing director's credit be it said, 
that, entering into the spirit of the thing, he humbfy 
apologised and extinguished his cigarette at once. 
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DAN LSNO IN AMERICA 

IT was not to be expected that such fame as Dan Leno 
achieved could for long be ooofined to his own 
coontiy. 

He received many offers to travel^ but refused them 
all ODtO, in 1897, he was tempted to cross the Atlantic 

and show them what he could do in the United States 
of America* 

He contracted to make his first appearance there on 

1 2th April at Hammerstein's Olympia Music Hall, in 
New York. 

Americans who know the stage over there very wdl 

have since said that this was not, by any means, the 
place most suitable for Dan Leno's particular form of 
entertainment ; but, however that may be, it is certain 
that the management heralded his advent loudly enough 
fay placarding the city with enormous posters that pro- 
claimed the appearance of 

•"DAN LENO, 
Tn Funniest Man on Earth." 

Whether this challenging and somewhat invidioiis an- 
nouncement was good policy is, of course, a question for 
M 161 
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the management alone ; but it certainly gave Dan a 
very formidable reputation to live up to among strangers, 
who were naturally disposed to believe that they had oae 
or two funny men of their own who were hard to equal 

and still more difficult to beat 

Decidedly he did not feel as if he were " The Funniest 
Man on Earth " when he landed in New York. He was 
lonely ; by some oversight he was not met by any 
official from the Hall, but instead, he was seized upon 
by a crowd of American reporters, the like of whom 
Dan had never seen before in his life. 

Say I Are you Leno ? " inquired the first one who 
captured him» notebook in hand. 

Dan meekly confessed to his identity. 

" Then," said the other, looking him up and down I 
guess 3rouVe got to be mighty funny to realise the 
poster." 

Dan, who had neither seen the poster nor knew any- 
thing about it, failed to understand the allusion, so tiiey 
ail made haste to explain to him — 

Why, you're the funniest man on earth, ain't you? 
Don't you know it ? " 

No! Dan was modest, and did not know it He 
made no such lofty claim; he merely claimed to be 
Dan Leno, who had come over from London to fulfil 
an engagement in New York, and he proposed to do it 
to the best of his ability. 

But th^ were persistent They wanted to know all 
about him : what were his methods ; what he did, how 
he did it, and wky he did it; had he seen the American 
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comedian So-and-so ? — was he at all like him ? If not, 
where did he di£fer7 — ms he funnier than him? — ^was 
he as funny ? Did he make them laugh in England ? — 
did he expect to make them laugh in America ? If so, 
he mustn't expect to do it easily, because it took a 
mighty smart comedian to make them laugh in New 
York ; and so on and so forth, until Dan was reduced 
to a state of abject nervousness, which reached its climax 
when, as he rode through the streets, he saw the huge 
posters advertising himself. 

How he struck New York on the first night may be 
best judged by the following extract from a daily paper. 
It is headed — 

««DAN LENO'S SUCCESS," 
and goes on to say— 

** When the New York public gets to know Dan Leno 
well, and Dan Leno gets to know the New York public 

well, there is no doubt about it, he'll be nearly as big 
a favourite here as he is on his native heath, meaning 
the London music-hall stage. 

"Every Englishman in the city, and many English 
women, too, were at the Olympia last night to give Dan 
a welcome — and they c^ave it to him with a will. 

** A few minutes before he went on the stage, as he 
stood first on one foot and then on the other, and the 
beads of perspiration stood out all over his face, Mr. Leno 
remarked with a spasmodic :^inile that he was as cool 
as a cucumber, and felt as if he had been born and 
brought up right in New York. 

'*Then he rubbed a little grease-paint on his cheeks, 
made a few dashes of black at the comers of his mouth 
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and found his eyes, pulled on m pair of tfooteiB, a mt, 
and a coat, each of them a mile too big, and he was 
ready for his first son^, • The Lucky Horseshoe/ 

Meantime the audience was making all the noise it 
could — the way a New York audience always does 
when a new actor with a big European reputation makes 
his d^but Suddenly Leno makes a dash into the centre 
of tiie stage, and the applause redoubles. Then it is all 
quiet, and the song begins. At the end, there is some 
applause, but an American remarks, — 
Well, Fve heard better I ' 

The next song, * Wait till Tm his Father,* goes better ; 
but still it is the Englishmen who lead the cheering. 
'The North Pole' is voted decidedly slow by the 
Americans anyway, and then comes 'Going out of 
Town,' which describes the joys of a man whose wife 
has been ordered away somewhere for her heal& That 
is a situation every man present apparently under- 
stands perfectly, and before the song is half over the 
house is roaring its approval, and Dao Leno has made 
his hit 

***The Shop- Walker' goes even better. Such droll 

mimicry, such grotesque patitomime, New Yorkers had 
not seen before, and — well — you ve all heard of deafen* 
ing applause : that's what followed the performance. 

One lady in a box almost had h3rsterics, and gave 
vent to her feelings by shouting, — 

"'Give 'em "The Red Poppies," Dan !' 

"And Dan forthwith proceeded to oblige. 

'* That closed Mr, Leno's tum» and four big floral pieces 
were ^}assed over the footlights, while the audience 
shouted for a speech. Mr. Leno was visibly affected, 
and, when he could make himself heard, he explained 
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that he had been a tittle bit nervous at first, but that 

vvai all over now, and he hoped to show his appreciation 
of the public's kindness on future occasions. Flowers 
were usually sent to the beautiful, and he presumed — 
with an unusually grotesque twist of his features — ^that 
was why he had been so favoured. 

•To top ofT the whole, he ^ave an amusing little 
recitation about 'The Robin Redbreast,' and danced 
a hornpipe* Then he retired, while the audience ytXltd 
itsdf hoarse, and clapped its hands sore. 

*' A few minutes later Mr. Leno might have been found 
in his dressing-roooii bathed in perspiration, and radiant 
with happiness. 

I was too nervous to do m3fself justice to-night,' he 
itmariced, 'and the orchestra played on too low a 
pitch for me; but I'll do better hereafter, now I know 
what they like. Of course, I'll change my songs to suit 
the audieoce."* 

Another paper describes him as follows 

**Leno is short, thin, and hatchet-faced. His costume 
consisted of odd garments, each several sizes too large 
for him. Semicircular black eyebrows lent a peculiar 
expression to his features ; his eyes he made seem tiny 
or large at will, and his mouth was all over the lower 
part of his face at different times, so extravagant were 
his grimaces* . . • 

''A more active vocalist is rarely seen. When his 
anna had exhausted for the moment their powers of 
emphasis, a leg came into play, and invariably with as 
effective reinforcement. Not a tremble came to the 
singer s tones as he stepped backward six feet in one 
Stride, and again and again he slapped the floor with a 
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wide-soled shoe, making a noise like a rifle-shot, that 
seemed only a fitting part of the peribrmer's antics." 

The real fact of the matter is that, while they liked 
Dan's comedy in America, they failed to appreciate the 
fulness of it as we did on this side of the water. Prob- 
ably they were convinced that they saw all in it that 
there was to see; but I am inclined to doubt if they 
really did. Another of the New York papers sums up 
the ^tuation in these words : — 

**It was absurd to presume that a London concert- 
hall singer could throw a New York audience into 
paroxysms of laughter. The jokes and the humour of 
the English vaude^lle stage are, as a rule, so terribly 
out oi date, that the importation of them to this country 
is apt to be a failure. 

" Leno was fortunate that he ever made a good im- 
pression. It is easy to see, however, how, on his native 
soil, he became the idol of the people who attend the 
London concert halls. He is just the kind of an English- 
man you would think would naturally appeal to English- 
men. He has just the manner and the ways which 
every Englishman flnds^ for some reason or other, 
excruciatingly funny. 

* In New York he is worth seeing only as a type- 
not as a humorist. 

" People unfamiliar with the English comique should 
find him interesting as a study.'' 

Well, if we read the above again ; alter the words 
London " and ** English," wherever they occur, to *' New 
York ' and "American"; — the notice, in my opinion, 
would very neatly apply to more than one American 
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eoffledian who has come over here with a great repu- 
tation. 

But whether he be English or whether he be American ; 
vfben we see a performer capable of interesting and 
amusing a great public composed of people quite as 
intelligent as ourselves, it seems to me to be only fair to 
ccmfess that, if we dont like him, it is probably because 
we don't understand him, 

Dan was sufficiently insular not to fall in with 
American ways very readily. He seems to have missed 
the accustomed comforts of his home life, while the 
general hustle and bustle of hotel life worried him a 
good deal. 

Also, some of the hotel appliances puzzled him not a 
little just at first 

One day, while sitting in his bedroom, he was seized 
with the desire to write letters ; so, lacking pen, ink, and 
paper, he rang the bell. A coloured man appeared in 
response, and to him Dan explained his requirements. 
The man, without replying^ merely pointed to the wall 
and left the room. 

Dan waited patiently for some time; but nothing 
happened, and no pen, ink, or paper appeared; so he 
rang the bell again. 

Once more the coloured man appeared, and looked 
very annoyed indeed when Dan repeated his request 
He was not an argumentative man, however, because he 
once more simply pointed to the wall, and, briefly 
ejaculating " Thar ! " left the room as before. 

Dan was mystified; but, looking in the direction 
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where the darkey had twice pointed, he noticed a disc 
on the walL He got up and examined it, and saw tiiat 
on its face were printed the names of varioas oommodi* 
ties, such as ** Soap," Towels/' etc., etc. He could make 
nothing of it be)fond imagining it was some new kind 
of a round game, and, if it were such, wondering why 
it should be hung up on a bedroom wall. 

He waited for another speil, and as he was still 
severely ignored he arose in his wrath to find the 
manager and air his grievances. • • • But he couldn't 
find the manager, and nobody appeared to have any 
time to help him to do it. As he wandered about the 
hotel, endeavouring to explain to the various officials he 
met how badly he was being treated, they one and all cut 
him short before he was half-way through with his story, 
and saying, ** Ring the bell," or Move the indicator," 
fled hastily, to make up for the time he had caused then 

to waste. 

He returned to his room in a temper, and rang his 
bell fiercely, determined to have some satts&ction out of 

somebody. 

The same coloured man entered for the third time. 
He was in a rage quite equal* to Dan's, and took the 
wind out of tlie latter's sails by getting in the first 
shot 

** What in thunder do you want ? " he demanded. 

" Pen, ink and paper I" returned Dan firmly ; "and if 
I don't get them, I leave this hotel to-night" 
''Thar I " remarked the man, again pomting. 

" 60 you said before," replied Dan. But III bet my 
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mhty against yours for the next three weeks^ that you 

won t find any pen, ink and paper *lkar*\^ 

The cokMired man went to the dlsc» tamed the 
indicator impatiently round to " Pen, Ink and Paper" 
ejaculated, with double emphasis, " Wall, THAR I " and 
retired with die air of a man who had done a great 
deal more than he was paid to do. 

Dan rose and examined the disc more carefully, but 
still failed to grasp its full meaning. While he was thus 
engaged, the door opened and a boy entered, bringing 
with him Ae pen, ink and paper Dan had been so long 

worrying after. 

"Ob, here you are at last I** exclaimed Dan. ''Why 
didn't that nigger tell you at first?'* 

"Nigger!" said the boy, rather surprised. "No 
nigger told me anything I '* 

*Then who did tell you to bring up these things? " 
penisted Dan, anxious to get at the bottom of the 
mystery. 

The boy gazed at him as if he feared he had suddenly 

taken leave of his senses, and then, pointing to the disc, 
said, "Why, that 1" 

"Ob, * Tkar* told you, did it?** exclaimed Dan, be- 
ginning to understand. 

The boy, now quite certain he was dealing with some 
eccentric gentleman who was not to be trusted, turned 
toga 

" Hey I " shouted Dan, just as he reached the door, 
if you see a coloured gentleman loafing about outside 



Digrtizec by <jOOgIe 



I70 



DAN LENO 



there, will you tell him from me that I think his machine 
has got a jolly sight more sense than he has." 

It was in New York that an incident happened of 
which Dan was wont to make a good story against 
himself. 

While walking along Broadway he noticed, on the 
pavement, a piece of paper that struck him as having a 
very familiar appearance. He picked it up» examined 
it« and saw that he had not been mistaken. It was a 
one*thousand-dollar bill. 

Putting it in his pocket, he pursued his way to the 
hall where he was due to perform, and, after the show, 
producing it for inspection by some of the company, 
told the tale of how and where he had found it 

They all looked at it, and opined that it was better to 
be bom lucky than rich. They absolutely scouted Dan's 
suggestion that he should give it up to the police ; it 
was very evident, they said, that Dan knew nothing of 
their police ; he had found it, and he had a perfect right 
to keep it. 

In the end Dan agreed to their views, with the com- 
promise that he would keep it intact for three dxys^ and 
if, by the end of that time, the rightful owner had not 
advertised for it, or turned up in some way to claim it, 
he would stand them all a good supper out of the 
proceeds. 

The story was made sufficiently public, and a great 
many people turned up to see Dan's thousand-dollar 

bill, and seemed to be greatly interested in it ; still, in 
spite of this publicity, nobody appeared, as rightful owner, 
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todemand it, and although Dan daily searched the papers, 

he found no advertisement of such an article having 
been lost So, on the evening of the third day, Dan 
considered the thousand-doHar Ull to be his own, and 
prepared to entertain his friends out of it. 

He did the thing reaUy well, and his friends thoroughly 
appreciated his hospitality. He was called upon to 
narrate once more the history of the finding of the 
thousand-dollar bill ; his health was drunk ; the health 
of the original owner was drunk, after being proposed 
ia sympathetic and feeling terms by one of the 
company present; a vote of thanks was passed to 
the bill itself for delivering itself up into the possession 
of such a worthy owner as Dan Leno ; in short, it was a 
convivial evening, and everybody seemed to be as 
delighted, that Dan should have found such a treasure^ 
as Dan was himself. 

When everybody was tired of drinking healths, and 
the general opinion appeared to be that " enough was as 
Sood as a feast," Dan called for his reckoning. 

When the waiter presented the account, there was a 
universal cry of Tay him with the thousand-dollar 
bill," and Dan, seeing the suitability of the suggestion, 
laid his prize on the waiter's salver. 

The man glanced at it, tsmiled slightly, and was 

about to make a remark, when one of the Americans 
stopped him, and told him to take it to the governor^ 
bimself ; to say it came from Mr. Dan Leno, and that 
be wanted change for it at once. 
The man smiled again, but obediently departed, and 
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in less than two minutes the governor himself appeared 
at the table, with the preciotis bill in his hand 

"You're Mr. Leno?" he remarked interrogatively. 
** i am»" said Dan. 

*' And you want to pay your bill, and get me to ghre 

you change, out of this?'* demanded the governor, 
throwing the bill on the table contemptuously. 

'* I do," returned Dan. Why not ? You're not the 
man who lost it, are you ? " he added, as a sudden 
thought struck him. 

''Lost that? No, sir,'' replied the other. "I guess the 
man who lost ///a/ one isn't losing any sleep over it" 
Why not? ' asked Dan. '* It isn't a bad one, is it?" 

''See here, Mr. Leno," exclaimed the governor, bk}y 
losing his temper, " they tell me you're a comedian, and 
I'm not going to deny it ; but all I can say is, if a stale 
old joke like this goes down where you come fimn, 
they're a great deal easier to please than they are over 
here." 

Dan, in perfect bewilderment, picked up the bill and 
gazed at it earnestly; while the others, unable to 
control themselves any longer, shouted with laughter 
at the genuinely puzzled expression on his speaJdng 

countenance. 

The thousand-dollar bill was an artfully veiled ad- 
vertisement issued by an enterprising New York 
tradesman, and although it was perfectly plain to the 
Americans, Dan's comparative unfamiliarity with the 
current cash of the United States had rendered him an 
easy prey to the deception. However, he could take a 
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joke as weU as he could make a joke, and, if he had to 
pay the piper, it is safe to say that nobody enjoyed the 
tone better than he did. 

As he was only in the States for four weeks, and was 
in New York most, if not all, of the time, he cannot be 
said to have explored America to any great extent. 

He managed to see most of the sights in and around 
the metropolis, and was very specially interested in the 
Chinese quarter, where he spent a good deal of his 
spare time. 

This choice ne^hbourhood seemed to have a great 
fascination for him, and here it was, he used to declare, 
that he met a buxom Irish colleen from County Cork, 
wiio had married a wealthy Chinese laundryman, and 
was the proud possessor of a Chino- Hibernian baby boy« 
vho was, by his fond parents, christened under the all* 
embracing name of " Mickie Sing-Sing." Whether this 
is really a fact or an invention of Dan's, nobody is quite 
sore 

Although, in private, he used to tell many tales of his 
American experiences, he brought back with him no 

flew types of comedy. One might have expected that 
irom such a cosmopolitan store as New York he would 
have found something worth adding to his collection of 
eccentric characters ; but if he did, he never showed 
them to us on the stage. 

He never visited America again ; nor, although he 
had many good ofTers, would he consent to joum^ as 
^as Australia. 

In a sense it is a pity that he never gave our Australian 
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cousins the opportunity of seeing him; for there, surely, 
was a warm welcome and hearty appreciation waiting 
for him. Still, he was essentially a home bird, tnd 
could never have been happy for long in unfiamiiiai 
surroundings. America and Australia weie^ to him, 
alike foreign, simply because they were not Eng^lancL 
and of him, as of the gallant hero in Jf,M.S. Finjaon^ 
it might be truly said — 

In spite of all temptations 
To belong to other nations^ 
He remained an Englishman* 
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HIS INFINITE VARIETY 

WE have the very best authority for stating that 
" one man in his time plays many parts " ; but 
it is not easy to say exactly how many parts Dan Leno 
played in his time. 

We know that after he settled in London he played 
in eighteen pantomimes, three burlesques, and one or 
two smaller farces at benefits. How many dilTercnt 
characters he had portrayed before that time it is quite 
impossibte to estimate, and I don't for a moment 
suppose that he was ever quite certain on the question 
himsdl 

In addition to this record we must count his songs 
innufnerable ; because in each and every song he played 
a separate and clearly defined part He was never 
merely Dan Leno singing a song; but in malce-up» 
gesture, and general demeanour, he was a consistent, 
if exaggerated, type of character. 

In these performances he certainly had the stage to 
himself so far as the eye was concerned, but by his 
art he contrived somdiow to make the imaginary people 
with whom he conversed, and about whom he spoke, 
ji]D20St as real as himself. 

"7$ 
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Considering, theiefore, as we are entitled to do, that 

to him each new song^ was a new part to study, Dan 
Leno may be fairly said to have established a record. 

To mention only a few of the many quaint beings he 
successfully impersonated is sufficient to prove that his 
range was both wide and varied. 

He was, among other things, a Hwitsman» a Recruit- 
ing Sergeant, a Shop^walker, a Beef-*eater, a Fireman, 
a Grocer's Assistant, a County Councillor, a Highland 
Chieftain, a Professor of Anatomy, a Shoemaker, a 
Railway Guard, a Doctor, a Japanese, a Detective, One 
of the Unemployed, a Waiter, a Grass -widower, a 
Cavalier. He was every known kind of henpecked 
husband and universally crushed parent; he was the 
mischievous boy, and the boy's justly irate stepfather ; 
and he was, in himself, a peculiar and extensive gaileiy 
of females, mostly middle-aged and garrulous., but each 
one artistically differentiated in some way or other finon 
her sisters. 

As has already been pointed out, Dan Leno, in the 
patter which was by far the greater portion of these 

songs, had a truly wonderful gift of peopling the stage 
with the purely imaginary characters who were helping 
him to play his little comedy* 

You didn't see them, but you knew they were there, 
because Dan conversed with them $0 earnestly: and 
if you didn't exactly hear all they said to him in reply, 
you always managed to gather from his own disjointed 
repetitions of their remarks quite sufficient to enable 
you to follow the conversation intelligibly. Or again, 
when he was telling these people something about some 
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tfaifd |Murty» who did not happen to be presents he con- 
trived, without actually describing this person in any 
way whatever, to convey to everybody concerned a very 
accumte picture of what manner of bemg he or she 

really was, 

A striking instance of this occurs in a song entitled, 
* 111 many him/' which was written and composed by 
Mr. Herbert Darnley, the author of most of his later 
fflrfesses> 

This song primarily deals with the fixed and grim 
determination of a certain lady — name and age alike 
unknown — ^to many a gentleman m the building trade^ 

known as Jim Johnson. The first verse and chorus 
deal exclusively with this idea, as follows :— 

For twenty-five years I've been doing my best 

To make with Jim Johnson a match ; 
I've done everything except ask him point-blank, 

But he won't come up to the scratch. 
I really think Jim's very partial to me, 

Tliough never a word has he said ; 
But this morning I passed where he's building a house, 

And he threw half a brick at my head, 

Sf^kmi Just tocall my attention* You btow we^ been courting 
a loDg time— at least, I've done the courting ; Jim's so slow. You 
4M^ I do very well in my business, I'm a dressmaker's labourer. 
I tliaik Jim's awfully tod of me. I'm very tod of Jim, but I can't 
Hand his sister; she^s so mean. Ohl she is a mean woman, 
Shefs so mean that shell buy half-a-doien oysters and eat them 
m firam of a looking-glass to make them look like a doien. But she 
ihan^ torn me against Jim. 

CklMruil My mind's made up, I'm going to marry him ; 

He'll have to come to churc h ; if he won't Til carry him* 
Fivc-and-twenty years I've had my eye on Jim ; 
If he won't marry me» TU marry him. 

N 
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At the end of the third verse we are cftsoally intro- 
duced to a lady who is now well known to fame, although 
no human being ever saw her in the flesh; a certain 

Mrs. Kelly. 

You see, we had a row onctt and it was all through Mrs. KeUy. 
You know Mrs. Kelly, of cMitte—Mrs, Kelly— i/ri. Kelly! ! You 
know Mrs. Kelly? Oh, you musl know Mrs. KelK ' Good hfc 
a-mighty ! Don't look so simple. She's a cousin of Mrs. Niplecfii 
and her husband keeps the little what*not shop at the— oh I yN 
must know Mrs. Kelly. Everybody knows Mrs. Kelly 1 

And long before Dan Leno had finished with ha | 
everybody did know Mrs. Kelly. They knew her so \ 
well that the sone^ was christened " Mrs. Kelly,** and ^ 
is best known by that title to-day. 

To my mind, this is a typical example of Dan's ; 
wonderful power of suggestion. When he first came 
across Mrs^ Kelly in the dialogue written for htm, ^ ^ 
distinctly appealed to him. He formed a very vivid , 
picture of her in his own mind, and having done so, 
he simply could not help making a feature of her. 
At the same time, without prcsentini^ any one of her 
salient features to his audience, he managed to give 
them the identical impression of Mrs. Kelly that be 
himself had. 

I know that, having heard him for the first time di»* 
course upon the lady, I came away feeling that I was 

intimately acquainted, not only with Mrs. Kelly, but 
also with her cousin, Mrs. Niplett, and her husband, who 
kept the little what-not shop. 

On the other hand, Jim Johnson, about whom the | 
song was ostensibly written, was, to oie» a myth, slmplr 
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because Dan elected to throw him overboard to make 
room for Mrs. Kelly. 

The true artist betrays himself, not only in the things 
he saysy bat, almost in a higher degree, in the things he 
leaves unsaid. And in this particular, as in all, Dan 
Leno was a true artist. 

Take, for example, the song " Our Stores," of which, 
with Mr. Harry Wright, he was part author : — 

Our Stores I Our Stores 1 

Our nineteenllKentttry stores I 

There's mutton and lamb, 

And beef and ham ; 

Sugar and spice, 

Everything nice. 

Our Stores 1 Our Stores! 

Our nineteenth-century stores I 

There's eggs overlaid. 

And new marmalade, 

In our nineteentlKentury stores. 

Anon, he discourses on the ethics of eggs from the 
point of view of the conscientious assistant of a grocer. 

"Where is there an article," he asks, "that will compel you to 
tcU more lies than an egg? Do you know, I don't think we 
properly grasp eggs. There is something .iwhilly artful about an 
egg — there is a mystery m it. Of course, there are three kinds of 
^gs — there is the new-iaid egg (which is nearly extinct)— then 
there is the fresh egg, which is almost the same as the new-laid, 
but with an additional something about it that makes all the 
diflerence. Then comes TAt Egg ; that is the egg I am talking 
about That is the egg that causes all the trouble If s only a 
little round white thing, but you can't tell what ifs thinking about 
Yon daren't kick it, and you daren't drop it It has got no 
hct. You can't get it to laugh. You simply look at it and say. 
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"This morning a lady came in and said, ' Ho\v do you sell 
eggs?* I said, 'As quickly as possible* She walked out again. 

"On New Year's Day I made a lot of good resolutions. I made 
up my mind that, whatever happened, I would always speak the 
truth — whatever happened, I would never tell another lie as long 
as I lived — and I was feeling so happy and comfortable and 
angelic about it as I was taking down the shutters in the niornmg, 
when — What do you think ? What do you think ? The very first 
customer who came into the shop asked me straight outt *Are 
those eggs fresh?*** 

Not anodier word did Dan Leno speak ; but two steps 
back and two hands spread out in helpless and despair- 
ing gesture told Uie rest of the story. There you saw, 
on the one hand, his duty to his employer, and, on 
the other, the probable overthrow of all his magni6cent 
resolutions. What was the poor man to do? He 
mutely called us all to witness that he meant well, and 
that the fault (if there were a fault) was due to circum- 
stances, and not of his own creating; and we both 
laughed and sympathised with him in his unfortunate 
dilemma. 

Another example of Dan Leno's apparently intuitive 

knowledge of the precise psychological moment at which 
to finish, and thus secure the greatest possible eifect, 
occurs to me. 

In the chorus of his Scotch song he used to describe 
a species of burlesque " McGregor's Gathering," at which 
there were present representatives of all the dans ever 

heard of, and a few that Dan had invented for the 
purposes of the song. He always b^an very cheerfully 
with his list— 
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There were McGregor's men, 
And M< Pherson's meilt 
And McTuUoch's tneiit 

ADdMG 

Here his memory gave out, and a worried look came 
over ikirn. After a brief mental struggle he tried back, 

and b^an the chorus again — 

There were McGregor's men, 

And Mcpherson's men, 
And McTulloch i» men, 
And Mc— 

No! it was no use! He stuck again at the same 

point He thought, and thought, and thought — ^you 

could see him thinkingf harder than you ever saw any 

other man think in your life. He tried various little 

devices, such as murmuring the chorus to himself below 

his breath- 
There were McGregor's men, 
And McPherson's men, 

And McTuilocii's men, 
And Mc 

Stuck again ! He stamped his foot impatiently as 
he said to himself^ **I know there were some more 
men," and once more mentally reviewed his list 

It was all in vain ; so, with a glance at the conductor 
that was half resignation and half apology, he said, 
" Never mind ! Go on with the dance ! " 

Then the band struck up, and Dan apparently threw 
his whole heart and soul into the mad whirl of a High- 
land fling. Nobody, you thought, could possibly dance 
as he did, and have time to think of anything else, and 
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yet, in the very midst of the most exciting and riotous 
movement of all, you saw his face suddenly light up 
with a new-bom joy, and you wondered what sweet 
thought had given rise to it 

Ceasing his dance abruptly, he clapped his hands as a 
signal to the orchestra to stop playing, and, coming well 
down to the footlights, he triumphantly remarked to the 
conductor, — 

M cFarlane's men ! " 

Then, having said this, and vindicated his memoiy, 
he went off the stage without finishing his dance or 
speaking another word. 

Those who have seen it done will have no hesitation 
in saying that, as a finish to this particular song, the 
effect was much better than if he had continued his 
dance ; but how many men are there who could invent, 
or who would venture to try, such an original and daring 
experiment? 

"The Recruiting Sergeant" was one of Dan Leno's 
most amusing creations : — 

Recruiting I Recruiting 1 
Better far than shooting, 
Labouring and sabring with guns that will not shoot ; 
When dogs delight to bark and bite. 
And heroes, they go out and fight, 
I^s my delight. 
Both day and night, 
To capture a Recruit 

A short man was thb sergeant, but with a ferocious 

little moustache, and a gleam in the eye that more than 
atoned for his lack of inches. 
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He caitied a shoft cane, with which he smartly slapped 

his leg as, in the intervals of conversation, he remarked, 
in tones of the sincerest self-admiration, " Ha 1 what a 
lifer 

* He had received many medals in his time ; so many, 
in Cact, that he had to give up wearing them on his 
chest, because their weight was tending to make hfm 
ksock- kneed. On the whole;, he preferred promotion to 
medals^ altlioi^ he confesaed that there was a large 
amount of uncertainty about the former reward : — 

Piumotioo in ^e anny is wy like a whack en the nose 1 you 
Bsvcr kaow yi»*ve got it till yoa gat tt 

But still, after all, there was no doubt that the life of 
a recruiting sergeant had many compensations :— 

What a life ! Oh, my word ! Splendid life ! Nothing to do but 
stand still and walk about all day I Dear, oh dear I A wonder- 
fol life ! i was staadiag at the comer of the street the other day, 
and I saw a fine, handsome, dashing fellow— a man much after 
my own stamp. I thought what a fine soldier he would make. I 
walked over to him and said, *'You want to he a soldier?" He 
tai(l,''ldoiit I'm waiting Ibr a bus 1** Oh dear! Oh dear 1 My 
wotdl Whatalifel 

He was not too proud to own that he made occasional 
mistakes, as for instance 

The oither day I was standing at another comer of the street 
^1 alwmys stand at comets, because then 1 catch them both 
W9f%, A 6ne young fellow came up and said, ^* Governor, will I 
do for a soldier?'' I said, I think sol'' 1 walked round him, 
and I noticed he walked round at the same time. When I got 
him bcftxe the doctor, the doctor said, Smirks I you do find 
them,* and we discovered he'd only one arm. Well Td never 
noticed it because, you see, he kept the arm behind him that he 
hadnt got 
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And on another occasion, when he saved his colonel's 
life in Affica :— 

The colonel walked on ; bat, followins^ dose behind him I saw 
a black face. At once I drew my sword and cut it off. 

Next morning I discovered it was one of our own men, wbo 
had been to a nigger entertainment, and hadn't washed his &oe. 
Mywordl WhataUfeJ 

To every song Dan Leno sang he managed to fanpart 
some distinctive and characteristic feature that caused 
it to linger in the memory of the hearer as being quite 
different to any of his other songs, I have oiken been 

struck by the fact that if, for instance, I ask the average 
man if he has ever heard Dan Leno sing " The Beef-eater," 
he may hesitate before replying; but if I add," You know 
—the old fellow who is always trying to lure people 
into the refreshment-room," the hesitation vanishes, and 
a confident Yes," or an equally confident * No." is 
forthcoming at once. 

In every instance he gave the memory something 
to grasp and hold on to^ as innumerable examples may 
show. 

Who that has heard him can ever forget the aforesaid 
perennially thirsty Beef-eater, showing an "add-drop 

party " round the Tower, and trying in vain to convince 
them that a good view was to be had from the space 
immediately in front of the refreshment-room ; that a 
still better view was to be had from the top step of the 
refreshment-room ; and that the best view of aU was to 
be obtained from the interior of the refreshment-roooi 
itself. 
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It Is these vain eflbfts that constitute the aong for us« 

as we recall him remarking to his imaginary party of 
tourists,— 

" If you've come to see ancient things — ^what's the 
matter with the refireshment-roooi ? We've got sand- 
wiches aad tNurinaids there I 

Aod finally, thirsty and despairing, singing his parting 
reiiaia,-* 

ifs a splendid place to spend a happy day. 
Everything^ is free ; there's not a cent to pay ; 
But if you haven't got a bob or two, you'd better stop away 
From the j^ood old Tower of liOndon* 

In ^'Tbe Grass Widower/' or "Slie's going out of 
Tom,** he conjured up realistic vbions of the most 

awful termagant of a wife that ever hved. Of course^ 
«e never saw her ; but we knew she must have been a 
terrible virago, because Dan bubbled over with such 
sheer delight when he told us she had gone away for a 
holiday and left liim at iKMne. 

When he saw her off at the station, he suggested to 
the guard, who told him that the train would start in 
five minutes, to ^ Send it off in three, and there's a pot 
of four-half for you ' ; and also, when the same function- 
ary asked if he wislied him to lock the lady in, Dan 
entfaoMstically agreed. ** By all means I Lock her in I 
Nail her in 1 Hammer her in 1 " Finally, when the 
trun started, and she was really off, he was so ovesyyyed 
that he hired two cabs, and ran home between them. 

When we think of his terrible ^nancial tragedy, 
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** Bviying a House,*' we inatinctively recall to onr minds 
tiiat celebrated nver that wasn't really a river, but was, 

in fact, the overHow from the gas works — the river that 
was at the bottom of the garden in summer, and the 
garden that was at the bottom of the river in winter. 

And so on, down to one of the last — if not the very 
last — song he ever sang, when the disconsolate wife of 
a gas stoker complained tiiat the gentleman who lived 
next door (also employed at the gas works) brought 
home to his wife more money on Saturday night than 
ker husband did, and opined the reason was that, being 
the smaller man of the two, he could get further up 
the gas pipes* 

There is no doubt that Dan Leno took most of his 
characters from real life, and it must have been interest- 
ing, for instance, to be with him when he was stadyiag 

the little peculiarities of the various shopwalkers whom 
he blended into the wonderful type that sang with so 
much suooess, — 

Walk this way ! Walk this way ! 
The sale's now on ; weVe a grand display. 
Upon my word, we're giving them away! 
Step this way, madam 1 Walk this way 1 

That he was continually on the look out for ncvi 
types to portray, an incident within my own penonal 

knowlcdf^e will show. 

i was sitting with him in his diessing-room during 
a pantomime wait, when a card was handed in from the 

representative of a life insurance company, who asked 
the favour of an interview with him. 



Digitized by GoogI< 



HIS INFINITE VARIETY 187 

Dao agreed at once» at which I was ratha* surprised, 

because, as a rule, he did not care to be bothered with 
aa}r business but theatrical business during performance. 
Howe?er, he had at the moment time to spare, and the 
gentleman was ushered in forthwith. 

He had come with the idea of persuading Dan to 
insure his life, and Dan welcomed him in such an 
encouraging and cordial manner that he looked very 
bopefiil indeed as he took a seat and prepared to open 
Ae campaign. 

He b^an by producing the company's balance sheet, 
and discoursed therefrom on the subjects of assets and 
liabilities with great fluency, and at some length. Dan 
listened to him with rapt attention, and, when he liad 
finished, asked to be allowed to look at the document 

It was handed over to him, and after a brief but 
apparently careful inspection, Dan gave it as his opinion 
that it was very nicely got up, and reflected great credit 
on everybody concerned. 

Then, in a ludicrous travesty of the insurance man's 

manner, he proceeded to explain the various items to 
me in his own way. 
I remember he told me with great gravity, among 
ther things, that the " uncalled capital " was money 
that belonged to nobody in particular, and that they 
called it " uncalled because tiiey didn't know what to 
call it ; that the amount of claims paid " represented 
tile profit that the company had made on defunct 
policy-holders, and that the ' reserve fund" was not 
reaUy money at all, but merely figures that were put 



J 



Digitized by Google 



i88 



DAN L£NO 



down for the purpose of making both sides of the 
balance sheet add up to ^e same total 

The insurance man, who was very much in earnest, 
and seemed unable to conceive the possibility of any- 
body making a joke out of such a serious subject as 
life insurance, interposed, and, with deference, ventured 
to suggest that Dan had not " got it quite right" 

For this he had the pleasure of explaining it all over 
again, while Dan listened as politely and attentively as 
before. 

"Splendid!" he commented, as the insurance man 
came to a conclusion. " And now, supposing I insure 
my life with you, what do I get ? " 

Out came the prospectus, and piles of hgures were 
speedily quoted to prove that a life insurance policy 
effected with this particular company was the very best 
investment that any man could possibly make. 

I see I " murmured Dan meditatively. " The people 
who insure in your company make their living by 
dying, and from what you've told me» they seem to do 
very well out of it, too** 

Certainly, the agent admitted, they did better in his 
company than in any other. 

I suppose," Dan went on, that yours is the best 
company that is or ever was.** 

The agent confessed to it without a blush. 
"Then/' remarked Dan, with conviction, "the man 
who called on me yesterday must have been a liar.** 
'*He certainly must have beeni" agreed the agent 
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cheerfully, "if he represented a rival company and 
dauncd supremacy for it" 

"Well, it's this way," said Dan finally. " There seems 
to be an impression abroad that I want to insure my 
Hfe) and for the last three weeks I've interviewed one 
insurance man a day. Every day a man calls with a 
better company than the man who called yesterday^ so 
tiats why I'm in no hurry. Up to now, you are the 
foy best ; but I think 111 wait until to-morrow, because 
I fancy a man is sure to call then with one that can 
beat youis." 

After the agent had left the room, Dan turned to me 

and remarked— 
" That chap wouldn't make a bad song» would he ? " 

I heartily agreed, and regret he never carried out 
vbat was certainly his intention at the time. 

Although Dan Leno, to get his broad effects, naturally 
nsorted to an extravagant make-up, he was really quite 
I master of the art 

We are ail familiar with the abnormally elevated 
Cioal-black eyebrows, the very slightly rouge-tipped and 
inquisitive nose ; the hat and suit, apparently built for a 
Herbert Campbell, that he wore as a man, and the cork- 
icrcw ringlets that he very often affected as a woman ; 
but his scope was not limited by such as these. 

As the Widow Twankey, dining out at a fashionable 
^aurant, and as the newly-enriched Mother Goose, 
it gave us pictures of really presentable, if plain- 
ieatured, elderly ladies. As Motlicr Goose made 
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beautiful, he presented a very colourable imitation of 
the typical village maiden ; and it is certain that on the 
first night of that pantomime^ when he was discovered 
as a classic nymph reclining in a beautiful shell, nobody 
in the audience recognised him until he spoke» 

It was, of course, his love of and taste for art tkat 
primarily helped him in perfecting these disguises, and 
his skill revealed itself even more markedly when he 
made up for his own amusement than when he did so 
for the exigencies of the stage. 

At several of the Covent Garden balls he appeared io 
character, and when one examines the photographs 
taken of him in costume, one realises that Dan Leno 
could do a great deal more than merely make up for the 
hails. 

There certainly is a suggestion of Leno about the 
eyebrows, if nowhere else, in his Charles I. costume; 
but as Richard III., as Nelson, and as an Indian squaw, 
he is absolutely unrecognisable. 

He always had a strange yearning to play the part of 
Richard III., and went the length of rehearsing con- 
siderable portions of it in private. How he would have 
played the part it is impossible to say, but to judge 
from his photograph he would have looked it 

It was at a Covent Garden ball that he met for the 
first and only time a character of whom he used to 
delight to talk. 

He was a gentleman up from the country somewhere, 
and being anxious to taste all the delights of Lonaon 
before he returned to home and rustic bliss, he had des- 
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patched an obedient wife to her bed in the hold and 

sallied forth to his first Coven t Garden bail 
He was evidently something of an enthusiast, and 

wishful to do things in a thorough manner, because he 
had arrayed himself as a mediaeval knight in a suit of 
diain armour, and, when Dan first noticed him, was 
enjoying himself as well as he could be expected tu do 
under veiy uncomfortable conditions. 

The formation of his costume rendered it equally 
impossible for him either to dance or to sit down, so he 
had spent the whole of the night on his feet, gaining an 
occasional and much-needed rest by leaning against 
a wall or a pillar, or, provided there were no objectioni 
even a fellow-creature. 

He had, moreover, also seriously miscalculated his 
capacity for refreshment He had consumed as much 
as a gentleman ap from the country generally does con- 
sume before his accepted closing time of eleven o'clock, 
and then suddenly found himself confronted with a 
long vista of hours during which he had nothing on 
earth to do but " have another." 

So, having just ^ had another," he took a walk round 

the room, and, suddenly feeHng a strong" desire to lean 
against something for a space, he spied Dan as the 
nearest object, and, without previous introduction, leant 

against him. 

Dan pushed him away politely but firmly. 

"How now, thou saucy Malapert I quoth the in* 

dignant knight ''An thou jostkst me thus, TU smite 
thee o'er the mazzard.** 
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"Out upon theei*' returned Dan on the instant 
'* Out upon thee for a scurril knave 1 Get thee gone 
ere I cleave thee from chine to brisket** 

"My dear fellow P exclaimed the knight, shaking 
Dan by the hand delightedly, " you're the only sensihfe 
man in the room. I've been doing my best to keep up 
this character all night, and 3fOtt're the first one wiio 
has helped me to do it properly. Come and have a 



*'Ay, many, that will II" agreed Dan, and vety 

soon the pair were at the bar, and the knight was 
loudly demanding— 

^What ho, there, Verderer! Bring me a cop of 
sack." 

When the waiters got used to being called verderers*; 

when the lady assistants realised that to be addressed aj 
''wench'' was merely Early English, and nothing de- 
rogatory to their fair fame ; and when the staff gener* 
ally gathered that '* cups of sack " and " warm possets ' 
were but idioms that stood for more familiar and up-to- 
date liquors, they quite enjoyed hearing Dan and the 
knight converse in the mediaeval tongue, while as for 
the worthy knight himself, he was enjoying himself as 
he never had enjoyed himself before. 

When the time came for departure^ Dan would on no 
account permit such a thoroughly consistent performer 
as his new acquaintance to go home in anything so 
distressingly modern as a cab ; so, improvising one or 
two torches, he and some friends, as link-boys, escorted 
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him to his hotel. As the knight himself expressed it, 
it was a worthy finish to a great evening thus to arrive 
home in state, to which Dan added,— 

" And, as your wife will probably tell you to-morrow^ 
in your usua^ state.*' 



CHAPTER XI 



FROM STRAND TO SANDRINGHAM 

MENTION has already been made of the fact 
that, in addition to his music-hall and panto- 
mime work, Dan Leno played in three burlesques, and 
in the first of these he, as a matter of fact, made his 
initial appearance in the west end of London. 

It was after his second pantomime at the Surrey 
Theatre, and befoce he appeared in his first at Druiy 
Lane, that a burlesque entitled Atalanta was produced 
on November 17th, 1888, at the Strand Theatre. 

The piece was written by George P. Hawtrey, and 
the music composed by Arthur Dyer, with additional 
numbers by William Corri and Edward Solomon, 

The original cast was: Messrs. W. F. Hawtrey, 
T. Squire, F. Wyatt, Fleming Morton, F. Wensley, 
Rudolph Lewis, and the Misses Nellie Bennett, 
Florence Lancaster, Stephanie Baring, Stella Le^h, 
Mary Glover, Minnie Cunningham, Lulu du Cane, 
Jessie Collier, Carlotta Zerbini, Alma Stanley, and 
Marie Linden. 
It was not a conspicuous success to begin with, and 

194 



Digitized by Googl( 



STRAND TO SANDRINGHAM 195 

after a mn of three weeks or so Dan Leno was engaged 

with a view to strengthening the comedy generally. 

lo this respect there is no doubt whatever that he 
fiilly justified his Inclusion. All London flocked to 
see him compete in a burlesque race with Alma 
Stanley, the fleet*footed, and the situation may best 
be summed up in a verse that parodied one of Mr. 
Tom's Squire's songs, and that appeared in a journal 
then published under the title of The Hawk:— 

The booking went up, up, up, 

They came from all over the town ; 

But when Stanley ui Lcno 

Were not to be seen, oh ! 

The booking went down, down, down. 

As may be guessed from the opinion expressed in 
his verse, the management of the Strand Theatre 
^ere very anxious to retain Dan Leno's services, and 
[r. Hawtrey approached Sir Augustus Harris more 
lan ooce with tempting offers to induce him to 
lease Dan from his engagement in pantomime. Sir 
ugustus, however, knew a good thing when he had 
A one» and he stuck to his prize. 
Had he acted otherwise, who knows but that a 
liesque and musical comedy career might have been 

store for Dan, and that Drury Lane pantomime 
aid never have known him at all. 
riiere is no reason to suppose that he would not 
•e been quite as successful in the one line as in the 
er ; t>ut as it turned out he confined himself to music* 
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halls and Dniry Lane pantomimes for the next ten 

years. 

It was in 1896 that it occurred to Mr. Milton Bode 
that Dan Leno, touring the theatres in the principal 
provincial cities with a company and a piece of his own, 
would be a profitable investment 

So he communicated with Dan, laying before him his 
suggestions, and the result was a meeting between 
Milton Bode, Dan Leno, and Dan's agent 

The conversation was at first entirely between Milton 
Bode and the agent 

" To b^in with/' said the latter gentleman, ** we ate 
now only in the year 1896^ and Mn Leno is not dis- 
engaged until 1898." 

Very well/' returned MUton Bode. " I am quite 
willing to engage Mr. Leno for the ycBx 1898." 

** Yes," went on the agent, " but he is only disengaged 
for six weeks in that year." 

"Quite right," agreed the manager. ''Then I am 
ready to engage him for those six weeks." 

" H'm 1 " remarked the agent dubiously. " Fm afraid 
you don't know what salary he is asking just now." 

" No/' admitted Milton Bode," I do not How much 
does he want?" 

''One hundred and twenty-five pounds a week," 
replied the other impressively. 

" I'll give it to him," i^;reed the manager promptly, 
and in no wise dismayed. 

** In that case," persisted the agent, swiftly pursuing 
his advantage^ "he will also require a cash deposit o( 
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say, four weeks' salary^ — five hundred pounds down — 
before be signs the contract" 

* 111 give it to him now," said Milton Bode, producing 
his cheque-book without a moment's hesitation. 

Up to this point Dan had sat in perfect silence while 
the two were arranging his future for him ; but the last 
remark induced him to join in. 

** Do you mean to say^" he asked, addressing Milton 
Bode— ^do you mean to say that you are ready to 
engage me two years and four months ahead at a salary 
of one hundred and twenty-five pounds a week ? " 

" Certainly I am ! was the reply. 

"And that you are willing to pay five hundred pounds 
CO acooaot down now ? " 

Milton Bode got his cheque-book and fountain-pen in 
order. 

*I am moie than willing* I am quite ready/' he 

Then," said Dan, with decision, " there can be no 
qoestioo of deposits between you and me. Get the 
eontnd ready, and 111 sign it as soon as ever you 

like* 

The piece in question was entitled Orlando Damdo^ 
and the subject, as well as the object of it, was, so far 

anybody could make out, principally Dan Leno. 
Certainly no comedian ever worked harder or more 
constantly in a piece to earn hb salary, and make the 

tour a success. 

That be did make it a success is best proved fay 
the CkI that MQtoo Bode re-engaged him for another 
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and a similar tour at largely increaaed terms, the vehicle 

in this case being a piece entitled Mr. Wix of \ \ ickftam, 
which of course, like the first, was merely ao alias for 
Dan Lena 

This also was a big success ; and such was Mr. Bofie's 
belief in Dan's drawing capacity, that the salary he was 
ready to give him was practically only bounded by the 
seating capacity of the theatres he visited. 

There is no doubt about it, however, that these tours, 
during which he had to sustain on his own shouldeis 
the bulk of a three hours' entertainment, and the visits 
he paid to provincial music-halls, where he rarely got 
off under ten songs a night, were a great strain upon 
him. 

On his first tour, as the company had some rather 
long Sunday journeys to negotiate between towns, a 

special saloon car was provided for his use ; but more 
often than not that saloon car ran empty, while Das 
was to be found in an ordinary carriage among the boys» 
helping to enliven the journey for them in his own 
inimitable way. 

On one occasion, the journey being practically an all* 
day one, dinner was prepared in the car for himself^ his 
wife, and a friend. 

Having examined the menu, which was, by the way, 
on a very generous scale, Dan strolled along the plat- 
form at a junction where the train pulled up for a 
quarter of an hour or so, and there saw the other mem- 
bers of the company preparing for tiieir various and 
independent repasts. 
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As he watched them producing their Bath buns and 
ham sandwiches out of their paper bags« he began to 
fed horribly and ineffably mean. 

" What am 1," he asked himself» that 1 should be 
itgaling myself on the fat of the land, while these 
people have to be content with such humble provisions ? 
Why should I, just because I earn a good salary and 
can afi'ord to buy my own dinner, be better treated than 
those to whom, for financial reasons, such luxuries as 
dining cars are barred ? " 

Then he thought of how he, when in his early struggling 
and poverty-ridden days, would* have felt if some big 
theatrical " star," who lived in the lap of luxury, had 
taken him by the hand, and asked him to share his 

good fortune. 

Thinking of this, his resolution was quickly taken. 

"Boys and girls!'* he exclaimed, bursting in upon 
the company seated in the various compartments, put 
those things away, and save them up for tea. You are 
aii coming into my car to have dinner with me." 

And« just before the train started, he presented him« 
self, beaming, and at the head of a procession of twenty 
Of more people, to explain to an embarrassed dining-car 
attendant that he had invited one or two friends to 
iunch with him, and that he hoped plenty would be pro- 
vkled, because they all rejoiced in the possession of 
good, strong, healthy appetites. 

It was while on tour in Glasgow that he wrote from 
there a letter to a friend which, if it is not always com- 
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plimefitaiy to the second dty in the empire, is, at least, 

amusing. 

'* I am in Glasgow," he begins, '* awd I live near the 
docks. Opposite my window is a shipload of iime, at 
which i gaze affectionately day and night, because 1 
seem to see your face in it 

" It is raining ; it has been raining, and it is going to 
rain. It has rained so much that it has washed all the 
figures off the Town Hail clock, and nobody in Glasgow 
knows what time it is. 

When you say to a Glasgow man, ' It's a wet day,' 
he alwa}^ replies, ' Don't mention it' That is, partly 
because he's ashamed to mention it, and partly because, 
as it is always raining in Glasgow, it isn't worth men- 
tioning. When the rain forgets for five minutes, and 
leaves off, and you say to a Glasgow man, ' I think we 
shall have some rain shortly/ he looks surprised, and 
says, * Of course.* 

*' He isn't surprised that we're going to have the rain, 
but he's as surprised as you would be if somebod} 
said to you, * I think the sun will rise to-morrow 
morning.' 

" It is also cold. In fact, it is so cold that when 
I sent my dresser out for beer last night, the publican 

cut It off in lengths, and he had to bring it back with 
him in a brown paper parcel. 

" In Glasgow they talk Scotch, and also do other 
things with it They can't help talking Scotch, and 
they don't want to help the other things. When a 
Glasgow man is talking Scotch to you, don t swallow ail 
he says, or you'll get drunk. 

There is a river here called the Clyde, and I sailed 
on it as far as Greenock — once. They say nobody ever 
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did it twice unless he was well paid for it. I said to the 
captain of the boat, * The river's very high to-day, isn't 
it? ' and he replied, ' Not at all. It's just the opposite,' 
So I sakl, ' WeU» all I can say is, that you must have a 
bad cold in your head.* 

" I fancy we meant different kinds of * highness.' 

''Glasgow is the second city in the empire; 1 don't 
know what* s the third, but when I find out I'll wire you 
to back it tor a place. 

"We live in a flat entirely surrounded by human 
beings. The man who lives above us is a strong man, 
who juggles with mangles and grand pianos. He drops 
one occasionally, and if we're lucky before we leave, we 
ihall have a grand piano to bring away with us. 

" The man next door is learning to be a brass band, 
and the steamers on the river all hoot at him as thqr 
pass. 

" When you go out into the streets for a rest, you find 
that they are paved with granite sets. This is done so 
that you can hear the traffic properly. Granite sets 
never wear out ; they always wear you out first . • 

It was at a caii in Manchester while on this tour that 
Dan was challenged to play a game at chess. It came 

about in this way. 

The smoke-room of this caf6 was well provided with 
dominoes, chess- and draught-boards, and other play- 
things wherewith the busy Manchester man was wont 
to while away his dinner-hour. 

Here Dan saw a spectacled youth of earnest and 
scholarly appearance, poring over a chess-board, and 
occasionally referring to a newspaper spread on the 
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table by his side. From curiosity Dan paused and 
looked over his shoulder, as he had never before seen a 
man playing a game of chess witli a newspaper as his 
only apparent opponent 

The youth looked up, and, seeing he was interested, 
naturally supposed that he kn6w something about the 
game. 

^ It's a pretty opening, isn't it ? " he remarked, hand- 
ing the paper to Dan. 

Dan accepted the paper ; gravely examined the 
chess-board there portrayed, and agreed that it was as 
pretty an opening as he had ever met in all his ex- 
perience. "And it's very well drawn, too!" he added 
as an afterthought 

Oh, no I " corrected the other. '* It isn't drawn at 
all. Can't you see that White wins ? '* 

"Of course," replied Dan; "how stupid of me! Now 
I come to look at it again, I see that White wins. I 
suppose White is a very good man." 

" I beg your pardon ! " said the youth. 

«* Don't apologise 1 " returned Dan affably. 1 don't 
know the man personally." 

"Do you mean Zukertort," inquired the youth, look- 
ing rather puzzled. " It was Zukertort who played 
White." 

« 

" 1 see ! " said Dan. "He played White, and lost" 
"No, not" contradicted the chess enthusiast, with 
growing impatience. " If you'll look at the paper youH 
see that white won. it was Mason, who played black, 
who lost" 
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It was on the tip of Dan's tongue to pursue the argu- 
ment, and to point out to his new acquaintance that if 
Zukertort played White, and White won, then Zuker- 
tort must inevitably have lost ; and also to inquire 
further what on earth that had to do with Mr. Mason, 

who had apparently been beaten by Mr. Black. 

The whole thing, however, seemed to be so very 
complicated that he wisely desisted, and contented 
himself with gazing at the paper and murmurmg 
Exactly" in as sapient a manner as possible. 
"Perhaps you have time for a game?'* suggested the 
youth. 

" Oh, yes ! " admitted Dan cautiously, " I have time." 

" Would you like to play ? " 

"Yes, I would like to play chess very much indeed ! " 

"Come along then!" And before Dan had quite 
made up his mind as to whether he would go through 
with it or not the men were arranged on the board, and 
the youth was waiting for him to take the opposite 
seat 

So Dan, not wishing to spoil sport, obediently sat 
down, and wondered mildly what was going to happen 

oext 

The youth opened the proceedings by pushing a 

pawn forward. That seemed fairly simple , so Dan, 
imitating him, also pushed a pawn forward. 

The first player then advanced another pawn, and 
Dan, foiiovving suit, again did likewise. 

Then the expert picked up one of his pieces (pre- 
sumably a knight) and executed a manceuvre with it, 
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that Dan afterwards described as being very like the 

zigzag flight of a snipe. 

This was far beyond the powers or understanding of 
Leno the novice ; so he, following the accepted custom 
as he had observed it among people who played chess, 
planted his elbows on the table, buried his head in his 
hands, and g^zed steadily and raptly at the chess- 
board. 

This species of passive resistance he prolonged so 

unduly that his opponent, growing impatient, felt him- 
self constrained to remark, in a tentative manner, 
"Your move, I believe !** 

know," said Dan briei^y, and without raising his 

head. 

Another period of inaction ensued, during which the 
youth waxed mildly sarcastic I suppose you wouldn't 
care to play with a time limit, would you ? " he asked 

" Oh, no 1 replied Dan pohtely. ** Don't worry 
about me. I've plenty of time, thank you." 

With which remark he resumed his reverie, and 
maintained a masterly immobility that declmed to be 
shaken by impatient coughs, shuffling of the feet, hints 
either mild or strong, or, in short, by any plan his 
antagonist could devise whereby to goad him into 
action. 

At last the latter, being able to bear the strain no 
longer, looked at his watch, rose abruptly, and shortly 

remarked, in a very gruff tone of voice, " Good after- 
noon i " 
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* What ! Must you go so soon ? " asked Dan, looking 
op m f tmocent surprise. 

•*Soon ! " echoed the other bitterly. " I'm ten minutes 
overdue at the warehouse now» and all through you 1 " 

'Then it's a drawn game/' announced Dan, rising 
frora his seat with a sigh of relief. 

" I should think you've played a good many drawn 
games m your time," commented the youth sarcastically. 

** No/' returned Dan» this is the only one,'' 

"There's one thing certain/' went on his disappointed 
adversary, buttoning his coat fiercely. " You'll never be 
beaten ! Life's much too short for that" 

"Quite right I " agreed Dan, with unruffled composure. 
" I've never lost a game of chess in my life." 

* I don't believe it" retorted the other explosively. 
** No man who could play chess at all would have sat for 
the best part of an hour worrying over a perfectly simple 
move such as that one was." 

I daresay you're right," returned Dan. " But then, 
don't you see, I can*i play chess at all." 

* You— can't— play — chess?" exclaimed the youth, 
now goaded to the fiercest indignation. " Then why on 
earth didn't you say so at first?" 

^ I'm not quite sure/' was Dan's reply, " but I think 
it must have been because it never occurred to you to 
ask me." 

Dan Leno, although, in his varied career, he did most 
things in the performing business, never cultivated the 

society or drawing-room entertainment. He knew that 
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his best place was on the stage and behind the foot* 
lightSy and as both his inclination and his interests com* 
bined to keep him there, he had little or no temptation 
to appear in the r61e of after-dinner performer at 
country house or West End mansion. 

He did it more than once, however ; but principally 
in the cause of charity, for which he was ever ready 
to do a great deal ; and he had at least one good story 
of his experiences with tlioroughiy select and exclusive 
audiences. 

He had been giving a selection of his songs at one of 

these functions, and was just preparing to depart, when 
the son of the house entered the retiring-room and 
greeted him effusively. 

I say, Mr. Leno/' said he, t must tell you horn 

much I enjoyed your comic songs, I think they arc 
awfully good, and I can assure you I laughed im* 
mensely." 

Dan was gratified, and said so in suitable terms. 

''Yes!" continued the young man with enthusiasm, 
they were ripping — every one of them ; but there was 
one that I liked, if possible, better than any of the 

others. I forget the name of it, and I m not quite sure 
what it was about ; but 1 know you mentioned a drying- 
pan in it, and that appealed to me veiy much ; I quite 
understood that one, because I've seen a frying-pan, 
don't you know." . 

But if Dan's appearances in high society were few, be 
was fortunate enough to attain what is, I take it, the 
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honour that every artiste appearing before the public 
most prizes; that of appearing in the highest society 
of all ; the honour of giving a performance before their 
Majesties the King and Queen. 

The news was quite unexpected ; so much so, in fact, 
ihat he did not at first grasp the idea, and when he was 
first informed that His Majesty required his presence at 
Sandringham on 26th November, 1 901, his ingenuous 
reply was, Tm very sorry; but I can't possibly ga 
I'm due at Sheffield on that night" 

When the nature of a Royal Command was explained 
to him, and he fully realised the honour that had fallen 
to his lot, he was at first rather taken aback, and inclined 
to have a severe attack of nerves. 

On reflection, however, he consoled himself with the 
thought that Royalty at Sandringham would be the 
same Royalty that he had already succeeded in enter- 
taining and amusing in more than one Drufy Lane 
pantomime, and if he could do it in one place, why not 
in another ? 

That he was still somewhat nervous and apprehensive 

when, c»n the 26th November, 19OI, he and his aceum- 

panying party set out for Sandringham, we have his 
own word to prove; but that, even then, he was too 

buoyant to be utterly crushed by his surroundings, the 
following incident will show. 
On alighting at Wolverton Junction, they found 

the royal omnibus waitmg ready to convey them to 
Sandringham. 

Into this omnibus they all climbed, Dan Leno last of 
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all. As he got in he looked up at the tall footman who 

held the door open for him, and, pointing to the other 
inmates of the vehicle, lemarked interrogativdyt in a 

tone reminiscent of Bow Street experiences, "Night 
charges ? " 

He need have been under no apprehension as to the 

success of his part of the entertainment He found, as 
he had hoped and expected, that Roj^ty at Sandringham 
was quite as kind and appreciative as it is everywhere, 
and he has always declared that he never played to a 
more delightfully sympathetic audience. 

At the end of the performance lie has recorded of 
himself— 

"The King, the Queen, and the Prince of Wales all 
very kindly shook hands with me, and told me how much 
they had enjoyed it The Princess of Wales was just 
going to shake hands with me, when she looked at my 

face, and couldn't do it lor some time, because slie laui;hcG 
SO much, i wasn't intending to look funny — I was reaily 
trying to look dignified and courtly; but I suppose I 
couldn't help myselt" 

After this Dan naturally thought that all was over, 

and retired to his dressing-room to get ready for his 
journey home. Judge of his surprise and embarrassment; 
therefore, when a message was conveyed that the King 
wished to see him in the smoking-room. 

At once there ensued a frenziedly rapid hunt for his 
dress suit. The coat and waistcoat were unearthed at 
last; but where were the very necessary trousers? 
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Natarally, there were no trousers. There is always 
some little thing like that missing on these historic 

an(i vitally important occasions. 
What was to be done ? His Majesty must not be kept 

waiting^ ; but the trousers of Dan's walking costume ^^ ere 
of a very light check species — a pleasing pattern in 
itself, bat too striking a contrast to the dress coat and 
waistcoat to pass unnoticed and unchallenged. 

Happy thought! Dan's dresser was wearing a pair 
of dark-blue serge trousers that, in a dim light, might 
very well pass for black ones. The dresser was both 
taller and stouter than Dan ; but that didn't matter ; 
there was no time to stick at such trifles as a mere 
difference of a few inches in height and girth. The 
dresser, rising to the occasion, nobly and cheerfully sur- 
rendered the portion of his wardrobe that was so urgently 
demanded. How he managed on his own account is not 
stated ; but he certainly could never have got into Dan's 
light checks, because Dan was able to keep the blue 
serge articles in place only by means of taking the 
waistband in with a row of safety pins. 

So iiar, so good ; but there was fresh trouble in store. 
Where was the dress tie? Presumably with the dress 
trousers, since it was not to be found anywhere on the 
premises. So a fresh hue and cry was instituted, and 
the first available substitute, which hapi^ned to belong 
to a big man who took eighteen and a half in collars, 
was eagerly seized upon. 

As Dan had no time to fasten this tie twice round his 
aeckp he had to use the extra material in building an 
p 
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abnormally huge bow. The effect of this was to make 

him, in his own eyes, resemble the corner-man of a 
nigger minstrel troupe, and, thus attired, he was ushered, 
in a very flustered and highly nervous condition, into the 
presence of his King. 

His Majesty, however, with his usual unfaihng kind- 
ness and tact, quickly put Dan quite at his ease. He 

chatted with him in a friendly way for some time, and 
wound up the interview by presenting him with the 
bieast-pin that, it is not too much to say, Dan thereafter 
prized and treasured more highly than anytlxing else he 
possessed on earth. 

Dan emerged from the royal presence slightly daaed 
with pleasurable excitement; so, with a view to cooling 
down and thinking events over calmly by himself, he 
strolled out among the shrubberies until it was time for 
him to start for the train. 

It was very dark, and he had not been out very long; 
when, as he was walking along, communing with himself 
he was, to his great dismay, suddenly seized from behind, 
and a stem voice peremptorily wanted to know " What 
be was doing, lurking about there in the dark." Dan 
earnestly protested that he was a perfectly innocuoui 
individual who was neither doing nor meditatti^ any 
harm whatever; but his captor kept firm hold of htm, 
and drew him into the light 

Having done so, as the rays of a lamp fell on Dan's 
agitated countenance, he dropped his arm with a laugli* 
and exclaimed : 

" Good gracious, Mr. Lenot 1 beg your pardon! rm 
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suie I ought to have known yout because I've seen you 

often enough at the Pavilion in town." 

Thus Dan Leno escaped from the clutches of the 
detective, and so ended a delightful experience such as 
falls to the lot of very, very few to enjoy, and on the 
memory of which he dwelt with the keenest satisfaction 
to the end of his days. 
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CHAPTER XII 



DAN LENO AND THE PRESS 

IF Dan Leno did not actually write a great deal, it is 
certain that in his time he supplied a vast amount of 
copy to the daily Press. I daresay tliat» in the height 
of his fame, he was the most frequently interviewed, 
sketched, and paragraphed man of the day. Not that 
he ever went at all out of his way to seek this publicity; 
but the Press, knowing well that the British public 
took an absorbing interest in him and all he did, took 
care to supply the demand. 

The number of Press cuttings that were sent to him 
daily was something astonishing, and he must have 
been a small fortune to the agency that supplied him. 

His career as an actual journalist was a very brief 
and casual one ; but it may be claimed for him that, 
nominally at least, he climbed to the top of the tree in 
this department with considerably less trouble than any 
other journalist in existence. 

It is not given to every Pressman to attain the giddy 

altitude of the editorial chair ; but Dan occupied that 
eminent position on two occasions. In both instances, 
it is true, his reign was a brief one; in foct» in the second 

213 
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case hts tenure was for one day only ; but, if short, his 

editorial existence was a merry one. 

It was in the early days of 1^9^ that it struck Mr. 
Peter Keary, of Messrs. C Arthur Pearson, Limitecl» 
that Dan Leno might successfully edit a comic paper. 

The thought that originally came to him in the semi- 
somnolent hours of the early morning stuck to him after 
he had risen and was thoroughly awake, and the more 
he turned over the idea in his mind the better he liked it 

The outcome of his further consideration was a visit 
paid to Dan Leno in his dressing-room, where the 
matter was quickly and satisfactorily arranged between 
ihe two. Terms were settled on which a paper, entitled 
Am LiHcfs Comic Journal^ was to be published by 
Messrs. Pearson. Dan Leno was to take a real and 
personal interest in the publication, and Mr. Keary, on 
his part, promised that nothing personal to him should 
appear in the paper without being first submitted to him 
and obtaining his sanction. 

This censorship he exercised rigorously so long as the 
paper ran, and, in the words of Mr. Keary, he " killed a 
good deal of stuff every week." 

The first number of the Comic Journal was published 
on February 26th, 1^98, and its instantaneous and mar- 
vdlous success was a striking tribute to Dan Leno's 
wonderful personal popularity. 

Adopting for its motto the appropriate phrase, " One 
touch of Leno makes the whole world grin/' it was 
eagerly bou^rht up as soon as it made its appearance, 
and 350,000 copies were sold of the first issue. 
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Whether the man in the street fondly imagined that 
in purchasing the paper he would succeed in tapping 
the hidden sources of Dan's peculiar humour, or whether 

he thought that a perusal would be a cheap equivalent 
for a visit to theatre or music-hall, it is hard to say ; but 
it is eertain that on the a6th February, 1898, it was rare 
to meet anyone about the Stand, or its vicinity, who 
was not bearing with him a copy of Dan L$no*s Comic 
JoumaL 

The paper, which was only devised for a rapid and 
lucrative " boom," ran rather longer than had been ex- 
pected/ and answered its purpose admirably. Dan, In 
the pressure of his other work, lost interest in it person- 
ally ; so, after a brilliant and meteoric career, it was 
allowed to die. 

It was not until four years after the first publication 
of this journal that Dan ventured to blossom out once 
more as an editor. This time, feeling no doubt that his 

previous experience justified it, he dared to tackle a 
daily paper. It must be admitted that he retired from 
the fray after one day's toil ; but lie retired honouraUy, 

and as a proof that, at any rate, he did nu harm, it 
may be triumphantly pointed out that the paper in 
question still exists. 

On the 27th March, 1902, a highly-amused postman 
delivered an elephantine post card at my door with the 
remark, " He's a corker, is Dan. I wonder what hell 
be up to next." 

Somewhat mystified 1 examined the card, and found 
on the address side a picture of Dan basking in the sun. 
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and, as he pointed to the figure of Herbert Campbell in 
the background, remarking) Thaf s my sub-editor going 
to get a cup of tea." 

Turning it over in search of further information, I read 
as follows :— 

" TAe «Si^«, Temple Avenue, 

37M MarcJkf 1902 

" Dear Sir, 

^ I am editing TAe Sun on April ist I don't 

want to make such a mess as Joshua did when he com- 
manded the sun to stand still. Can you give me a hint? 

Drop me a line, there's a good fellow. Remember, 
' One good worm deserves a turn.' 
*Of course, this is strictly private. * Mum's the word I ' 

« Yours truly, 

"Dan Leno'' 

As these massive post cards were sent out to all sorts 
and conditions of men, Mr. Editor Leno was, naturally, 

flooded with the advice he so rashly asked for ; but, to 
his credit be it said, he followed none of it 

In his editorial he began by apologising for his exist- 
ence in such a capacity : — 

" Some men are bom great guns ; otiiers grab greatness 
on their own, and some have a lot of greatness thrust 
upon them, as the poet said. To-day 1 am suffering 
firom tfanistness." 

But further on in the same article he fully justified 
his fitness for the post by the following exodlent 
advice: — 

''When your face wants to slide into a smile, let it ; 
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when it doesn't want to, make it A meny-minded man 
is a perpetual slab of sunshine, and br^tens up the 

work-a-day world a sight more than a circus procession 
or a check-suit. A sad-eyed sinner is no use to anyone, 
and a nuisance to himself" 

Having, as a preparation for the responsibility of 

editing a London evening paper, visited, with his sub- 
editor, Herbert Campbell, the House of Commons during 
debate, he opined that it was a very dull show, and 
woLild be greatly improved and generally brightened 
and lightened by the introduction of a piano. 

Finally, after surmising, It's a wise Sun that knows 
its own editor," he concluded: — 

1 apologise to the public if there is anything they 

don't like in this number. Don*t blame me. It is the 
fault of the sub-editor. There is a petty jealousy 
between us, but he has got the most of it" 

Thus for the second time did Dan Leno triumphantly 

vindicate bis claim to be a successful editor. 

TJte Suu of the 1st April, 1902, had a most enviable 
sale, and Dan, quite content with his wonderful record, 

retired on his laurels the same evening. 

With the ways and methods of interviewers he was 
perfectly familiar, and no wonder, for an interview was, 

to him, quite an ordinary occurrence, and all in the day's 
work. Although he never offered, he never refused in- 
formation to the Press, and was as popular with its 
representatives as every man who treats his fcllow-men 
with kindness and consideration deserves to be« 
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In this connection the following scene rises before 
me:— 

Dan having granted three interviews during a panto- 
fflime maiin^f and having just dismissed the third man, 
suddenly appeared in the dressing-room, attired in 
soioebody else's silk hat and frock-coat, which he wore 
over the skirts of the particular old lady he was repre- 
senting at the time, and, armed with a large notebook 
and a pencil, approached Herbert Campbell with a stern 
air indicative of great determination. 

" Herbert," he announced, " I'm tired of being inter- 
viewed It's beginning to worry me." 

Serve ym right," said Herbert ^You've no need 
to worry unless you like. Look at me / ** 

" Herbert/' he went on, " you're going to be worried 
Were you ever interviewed ? '* 

" Not since 1 was an infant prodigy," replied Herbert. 
Then it's time somebody took some notice of you/' 
remarked Dan, and, opening his notebook and grasping 
his pencil firmly, he began— 

* Excuse me, you are Mr. Herbert Campbell, I 

believe ? " 
herders (n^atAeticaUy). Yes. 

Dam {insinuaiingfy). Thank you. I am delighted 
to meet you. I am the representative of the Daily 
Mirade — ^my card I 

Herbert. Dedly Miracle f Never heard of it. 

Dan {anmyeif). No! Nol You mustn't talk like 
Aat You must say, ^ The Daily Miracle I Ah {jn a 
deli^kud iom), I read it every day." 
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Herbert (resignedij/). All right I read it every day. 
Dan. Our readers would be so grateful if you would 

kindly let them have a few particulars about yourself. 

Herbert. Then your readers are jolly bard up for 
something to read 

Dan. For instance, you were born — cr — you were 
bom 

Herbert. Not I was only bom once. 
Dan {impaUetitly). Can't you see that I'm asking 
you when you were bom? 

Herbert, No 1 You've never asked me anythinj^ 
yet 

Dan {wearily). No wonder men dont come to inter* 

view you ! {shouting) : When were you bom ? 
Herbert. Three o'clock in the morning. 
Dem. What day ? 
Herbert, Don't know. 
Dan. What year? 
Herbert. Don't know. 

Dan {writing m his notebook), "As Mr. Campbell 
possessed at the time of his birth no calendar, but 
simply a silver watch, he can only record the time, aod 
not the date when he was bora." 

{Resuming^ Let me see, you are a total abstainer? 

Herbert {itidignantiy). No, I'm not 

Dan. Hien prove it 

Herbert {helping himself to whisky and soda). Good 
health. 

Dan (tentatiuefy). It's a very curious coinddenoe^ 

but I am abo nut a teetotaler. 
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Herbert (^unmieresiedfy). Is that a fact ? 

DoH. I assure you it is so {pause). This is where 

you ask the interviewer to have a drink, you know* 
Herbert What for? 

Dan, Well, it's customary, and only common polite- 
ness. 

Herbert. No, I think newspaper men drink a great 

deal too much. I'm not going to encourage them. 

Dan {seizing bottle^ and pouring himstlf out a dose). 
Herbert, I have come here to show you the proper way 
to be interviewed, and I'm going to do it, however much 
ft costs you. {After drinking^ writes in notebook^) : '^Mn 
Campbell is the soul of hospitality, and was never 
known to send any away empty/' 

Herbert {looking at remains of whisky). Except a 
bottle. 

Dan, What is your favourite part? 
Herbert, Shylock I 

Dan. Why ? 

Herbert, Because IVe never played it, and never 

will, if I've any luck. 

At this point the interview was cut short by the in- 
sistent cries of the call-boy for "Mr. Leno" and '^Mr. 
Campbell," and Dan and Herbert, having succeeded in 
amusing themselves and each other in the dressing- 
room, hurriedly repaired to the stage, there to, as suc- 
cessfully, amuse the audience. 

As has been truly said by more than one paper, the 
space occupied by Dan Leno on the Wlls and in the 
contents of the daily press was about equivalent to that 
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generally accorded to an influential Cabinet Minister. 
It is difficult to select out of the mass of appreciatocy 
articles that were written about him ; but one or two 
may be recorded as showing that Press and public were 
both agreed in their estimate of this unique comedian. 
The Tiffus says of him : — 

** Mr. Leno had not only a rich fund of comedy in his 
own quaint face and person, he had that far rarer gift— 
the intelh'gence to fnake use of it • • • 

'* He had imagination. He was not content to trade 
solely on what nature had given him. He could hardly 
walk, and certainly never dance, without raising a 
smile; but he had a hundred different ways of walking 
and dancingy each appropriate to the person he was 
representing. His brains were as much to thank as his 
face or his voice for the roars of laughter he could raise 
for fifteen minutes without a break in a packed house at 
Drury Lane, and though it is no secret that he did not 
invent all his quips for himself, he gave them ail new 
point 

In all but the root idea, the long list of characters he 
performed in pantomime or music-hall were the chO* 

dren of his own imagination and his own minute care 
for detail. Everything he did showed observation and 
thought, as well as natural — ^if we may use the word — 
absurdity. 

Many comedians — some of them almost as naturally 

absurd as Mr. Leno — fall down, for instance, on the 
stage ; we rarely laugh, but when Mr. Leno, as chair- 
man of the board of directors, fell down and got into 
confusion with the table, or, as professor of anatomy, 
fell down and got into confusion with the blackboard, 
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he did it so wisdy and so well that the sides of his 
audience ached. To find anything like a close parallel 

to his style we should probably have to go back to the 
Italian ' Commedia dell' arte/ or to any of the farces in 
which the actors extemporised their parts, the general 
drift being laid down for them and the details left to 
their own readiness of invention. 

** That readiness of invention was Mr. Leno's in extra- 
ordinary measure. His store of quaint words and 
phrases was inexhaustible." 

In the opinion of the DaUy Telegraph : — 

" There was only one ' Dan.' His methods were in- 
imitable; his face was indeed his fortune, and his patter 
was of so quaint a fancy as to make his memory as last- 
ing as that of Charles Mathews. . . . Who has seen 
him in any of his disguises and has failed to laugh ? " 

From two others I may also venture to quote, as being 
written by men who have evidently studied and 

thoroughly appreciated their Leno. 
The first is by John o' London/' in TJ'U Wukly:— 

** It needs no courage or jugglery of speech/* he 
writes, ''to say that Dan Leno was a genius. It is 
merely by habit that we narrow this term to men who 
are masters in art, literature, music, or research. Genius 
has been defined as the 'dint of the inimitable.* The 
man who in any calling or accomplishment adds some- 
thing to all that effort can attain has genius. Dan Leno 
had geniusw 

" Let anyone call up the scene and atmosphere of one 

of his performances, and then shut his eyes and re- 
member and compare ; and he will see that Dan Leno 
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brought something upon the stage that was oot in his 
song, or in his talk, or in any of his nameable qualities; 
not even in his humour. None of these really dis> 

tin^^Liishcd him from the others. Behind all lay a 
unique quality to which one cannot put a word. 

However, Dan Leno's genius came from the recesses 
of his character rather than from the recesses of his 
talent 

•"There was an extraordinary flow of sympathy from 
the little man. Who can foi^et that dry, rushing, plead- 
ing, coaxing, arguing voice, hoarse with its eagerness, 
3ret mellow with sheer kindliness and sweetness of 
character? « • . 

** His humour depended on its delivery ; it was I 
lightning gift from man to man ; an exquisite, reckless, 
irresistible fandango of fun round the little foibles oi 
some familiar character— a doctor, a waiter, a shop- | 
walker, a beef-eater— yet so loosely tethered to its j 
subject as to be free to indulge in any number of trie* i 
sponsible drolleries of speech, verbal contortions, and | 
what not. 

" The unif3Hng quality was the man's amazing rapidity 
and gusto. He drowned droUeiy in drolleiy, he annihi- 
lated thought ; he seemed to absorb all the earnestness 

in the house, and use it before our eyes to make us 
laugh. And there was nothing merely expert in his 
rapidity ; the expertness was there, but it was the 
rapidity of expertness in the temperature of kindness. 

" This abounding kindliness and explosive frankness 
gave to all Leno did its supremacy. Dozens of musi^ : 
hall singers used the same comic materials, but no one 
approached him in the art of button-holing an audience, 
say, rather, in the fact of loving it The tone of 
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sympathy, of piivacy, never left his voice. He was for 
ever making a clean breast of it, and beginning again in 

a iicw frenzy of confidence or warning. In all of which 
you felt that he was only acting with the stream of his 
character, that he was indeed the kindest and most 
ebullient of men, and a delicious observer/' 

Another fine appreciation of him is by Mr. Max 

fieerbohm, in The Saiurday Review, He says : — 

" Dan Leno's was not one of those persunalitics which 
dominate us by awe, subjugating us against our will. 
His was of that other^ finer kind — ^the lovable kind. 
He had, in a higher degree than any other actor I have 
ever seen, the indefinable quality of being sympathetic 

I defy an) one not to have loved Dan Lcno at first 
sight. The moment he capered on, with that nir of 
wild determination, squirming in every limb with some 
deep grievance that must be outpoured, all hearts were 

" That face, puckered with cares, whether they were 
the cares ot the small i»hupkeeper, or of the landlady, or 
of the lodger ; that face so tragic, with all the tragedy 
that is writ on the face of the baby monkey, yet ever 
liable to relax its mouth into a sudden wide grin, and to 
screw Its eyes up to vanishing point over some little 
triumph wrested lrr>in [^\Uc, the tyrant ; that poor little 
battered personage, so ' put upon,' yet so plucky, with 
Us squeaky voice and his sweeping gestures, bent but 
not broken, firint but pursuing, incarnate of the will to 
live in a world not at all wordi living in^surely all 
hearts went always out to Dan Lciiu, with warm corners 
in them reserved to him for ever and ever. . . . 

ever remember Dan Leno more 
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vividly and affectionately as th6 shoemaker than as any- 
thing else. 

The desperate hopefulness with which he adapted his 

manner to his different customers. 

One of his customers was a lady with her little boy. 

Dan LenOy skipping forward to meet her, with a 
peculiar skip, invented specially for his performance, 
suddenly paused, stepped back several feet in one stride, 
eyeing the lady in wild amazement. 

He had never seen such a lovely child. Now old 
did the mother say ? Three ? 

^ He would have guessed seven at least, 'except when 
I look at you, ma'am, and then I should say he was one, 
at most ! ' 

" Here Dan Leno bent down — one hand on each knee 
— and began to talk some unimaginable baby language. 
• . . A little pair of red boots with white buttons? 

"Dan Leno skipped towards an imaginary shelf, but 
in the middle of his skip he paused, looked back as 
though drawn by some irresistible attraction, and again 
began to talk to the child. As it turned out, he had no 
boots of the kind required. 

" He plied the mother with other samples, suggested 
this and that, faintlier and faintlier, as he bowed her 
out. 

^ For a few moments he stood gazmg after her with 
blank disappointment, still bowing automatically. 

*• Then suddenly he burst out into a volley of deadly 
criticisms on the child's personal appearance, ceasing as 
suddenly at the entrance of another customer. . . • 

I think I see some of my readers — such as never 
saw Dan Leno in this part — raising their ^ebrows» 
Nor do I blame them. 
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" Nor do I blame myself for failing to re-create that 
which no howsoever ingenious literary* artist could re« 
create for you. i can only echo the old heart-cry, ' Si 
^s$tm audtssiiisJ 

Some day, no doubt, the phonograph and the bio- 
scope will have been so adjusted to each other that we 
shall see and hear past actors and singers as well as 
though they were alive befoic u& 

" I wish Dan Leno could have been thus immortalised. 
No actor of our time deserved immortality so well 
ashe.*" 

This article bears on it the unmistakable stamp of 
sincerity, and could only have been written by one 
to whom Dan Leno's humour appealed vividly and in 
the fullest sense. 

I cannot, however, agree with the writer in lamenting 
the lack of a combined phonograph and bioscope where- 
with to reproduce Dan Leno before us, because I am 
unable to conceive the possibility of such a desirable 
miracle ever being worked by any effort of mere 
floachinery. 

Human substitutes for combined phono-bioscopes we 

have witli us now in the shape of the numerous pro- 
fessors of the art of imitation whom we meet so often 
on the halls and at smoking concerts. 

None of these considered their stock complete with- 
out an imitation of Dan Leno ; whoever else they crossed 

off their list, he must on no account be omitted. The 
result was that some imitated him very well indeed, 
some very indifferently, while others, under the guise 
Q 
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of iinitsition» appeared to be content to sing all his copy- 
right songs and speak his own original patter in their 
own way. 

The existence of the third species Dan resented 

strongly, and it is small wonder that he should have 
done so. Some of them were unrestrained by incom> 
patibility either of build, feature, age, or even of sex ; 
and their performances were well calculated to remind 
one of the old Scotch professor who described golf as 
being a game that was played with instruments very ill 
adapted to the purpose. 

Of those who, on the other handy were capable of 
giving a really clever imitation of Dan Leno, I have 
seen and admired several. There was the quaint, 
familiar attire to a button ; there were accurate copies 
of expression, make-up, and gesture; there was re- 
produced faithfully the intonation of the voice as it gave 
forth the song and the joke we all knew so well ; in fact, 
everything was there except Dan Leno himself. The 
better the imitation, the more one felt how fatal was this 
naturally unavoidable omission, and how impossible a 
task it was to attempt to reproduce such a personality 
with fidelity to nature, 

I have often heard the expression, " So-and^ imitates 
Dan Leno so well that, if you shut your eyes, you 
would swear that Leno himself was on the stage." As 
I have said, I have seen and heard some very excellent 
imitations of Dan Leno, but to experience the effect 
aforesaid I would have had to shut more than my 
eyes. 
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Dan Leno listened to imitations of himself on more 

than oiie occasion. As a rule, the performers were 
mercifuUy unaware of his presence among the audience 
eidier befora or after the event ; but there was one sea- 
side performer whom the fact of Dan being present as 
an interested auditor did not affect in the veiy least 

Dan, taking a *^ busman's holiday^ by the sea, found 
himself in the front seats of the regulation concert-hall 
one afternoon, and, being quickly spotted there by the 
performer then occupying the platform, was somewhat 
taken aback when he heard him announce, " I will now 
give my celebrated imitation of a gentleman who is at 
this moment among the audience — Mr. Dan Leno ! " 

The announcement was, of course, greeted with great 
applause, and thereafter, for nearly half an hour, Dan 
bad the pleasure of listening to his own songs and 
patter, proceeding from the lips of another, in a curious 
travesty of his own style. He stood it patiently and 
well» making no sign either of approval or disapproval, 
save an occasional murmur, " Good gracious 1 am I like 
that?" to a companion by his side. At the end of the 
performance he went round to the dressing-room and 
presented his imitator with half a sovereign and the 
complimentary remark ; *' This isn't for your talent ; it's 
for your confounded cheek I " 

Keverting to his connection with literature and the 
Press, it may be recorded that in the year 1899 he pub- 
lished a small volume of his reminiscences, which he 
entitled Uan Leno ; Hys Book. 
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This title led to a peculiar mistake, because after the 
book had been catalogued the publishers received a 
letter from a well-known mission preacher in the north 
of Knglaiid, requesting them to forward immediately 
several copies of Don Lends Hymn Book for the use of 
his flock. 

Whether he ever got them, and what he thought if he 
did, is not stated. 

As a final example of the practically unanimous 
chorus of Press approval that Dan Leno elicited, the 
words of the late Clement Scott are well worth not- 
ing:— 

" During the best part of the last half-centuiy I have 
seen all the best, the drollest, the most pathetic and 

traffic comedians, whose humour, variety, tenderness, 
and intensity Jiave delighted the playgoers of the world. 
Among these representatives of art, and sometimes 
genius, Dan Leno holds his own bravely indeed. Nay, 
I am not sure that in certain gifts of expression, variety, 
and, if I may so express it, tornado or instant comic 
farce, Dan Leno has ever had a rival. ... He catches 
every expression, every trick, every attitude, every in- 
flexion of voice, and all is done without offence or 
a suspicion of vulgarity. In his grim earnestness con- 
sists his humour. 

Whenever he is on the stage, be it theatre or music- 
hall, he literally holds his audience tight in his power. 
They cannot get away from him. 

*' He is monarch of all he surveys. Long, then, may 
the reign of King Dan Leno last ; long may he be 
spared to us to delight the children at pantomime time^ 
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and to make those who» though going downhill, aie 
not ashamed to laugh as young, at least in heart, as the 

little ones by their side." 

And yet the eulogies of the critics in no vnse elated 
Dan Leno unduly ; indeed^ it may be said that they left 
him unaffected in any way, because he had no desire to 
be analysed. He preferred to be simply and unquestion- 
ingly accepted for what he was. 

He had peculiar views on the subject of his own 
popularity, and well I remember him, on the afternoon 
of a certain Boxing Day, some tiiree hours before 
performance, turning to me with a most doleful ex- 
picssloD on his countenance, and gloomily remarking, 
•* Nobody cares for me — nobody ! ** 

In reply, I ventured to point out to him (as actually 

happened afterwards) that his appearance on the stage 
that evening would be the signal for such a shout of 
welcome only one other actor could awake within the 
walls of Drury Lane Theatre. 
He merely remarked, in the same pessimistic tone — 
•Yes; but that's not for me/ It's for what I've 
donel" 

He was never at his ease on Boxing-nights, among 
the critics and first-nighters; and on these occasions 
invariably gave the worst performance he ever gave 
during the entire run of the pantomime. Not that he 
ever gave a bad performance — ^he could never do that — 
but he seemed to miss some sympathetically indefinable 
something that he required to inspire him to his best 
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efforts. He had a feeling within him that impelled him 
to say after the show : 

I hate first nights 1 I always feel as if theie were a 
brick wall between me and my audience. 

I never feel properly at home with my part until the 
first matinee, when" — here his face would light up— 
" when the kiddies are in front." 
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OF HIS INFINITE CHARITY 

IT is reported of a certain philanthropist who be- 
stowed infiiiitesimally and trumpeted out of pro- 
portion loudly, that, beintr blamed for his methods of 
self<advertisement, he replied that he saw no reason for 
hiding his light under a bushel. To this the ready 
retort was forthcoming : 

Why should you, when a thimble can cover it ? " 
Such was neither Dan Leno's charity nor his method 
of distribution. 

Although no human being, except Dan himself, ever 
knew the fulness and extent of Dan's charitable light, 
it shone too brightly for any bushel to conceal alto- 
gether. He never made any display of it ; but it could 
not possibly be hid. 

Mistakes he made in plenty, and was well aware that 
he did so ; but, as he always argued, it were better to 
assist tweaty frauds than send one deserving case empty 
away, and on this system of lavish, if irresponsible, 
generosity he acted throughout his career. 

He had known what it was to be poor — to be cold — to 
be hungry; and he seemed to have made up his mind, as 
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soon as he turned the corner to wealth, that he would, 
so far as in him lay, alleviate the lot of all those who, 
crossing his path, he found in a similarly distiesaed 

condition. 

The pity of it was, and it was inevitable that it shook! 

be so, the frauds found him out more quickly and 
numerously than the deserving cases ; but Dan, although 
he helped far too many of the former, went out of his 
way many and many a time to uneartii and practically 
relieve the sufferings of the latter. 

It is a safe calculation to say that, for htm, a walk 
along the Strand, or any other Thespian promenade, 
meant an expenditure, in various small sums (all loansi 
never to be called up) of anything from half a sov»eign 
upwards, the hire of a cab being, under these conditions, 
a very distinct economy. 

He was so well known and looked after that, wher- 
ever and whenever he walked, his progress was not 
without incident 

Picture him as he emerges from the Pavilion stage- 
door and turns into Shaftesbury Avenue* A tall, 
shabby-frenteel, and clean-shaven man, who has been 
anxiously watching that door for some time, darts across 
the street and overtakes him. 

"Good morning, Mr. Leno!" 

''Qh, good morning 1" Dan glances at him, and, 
recognising the type, instinctively puts his hand in his 

pocket 

" I suppose you don't remember me, sir ? " This is 
part of the formula, and is invariable. 
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No, Dan does not remember him. 

" I thought not, sir ! I was one of the crowd at the 

Lane three years ago, when you made your big hit in 
AkukUn* I was the one you gave 3rour doak to when 
yoo took it off in the ninth scene, sir ! *' All this with 
the fluency and certainty of carefully pre-ascertained 
knowledge; 

"I uas never a second late for that cloak all the run, 
sir, if you remember." 

" Oh I Ye-es ! " with very doubtful memory. 

** But I've had a lot of trouble since then, sir." 

" Ah r* and Dan, diving further into his pocket, selects 
a coin unseen. 

**Yes, sir. I was touring with The Lively Girl^ and 
got badly bitten while we were showing at Maigate." 

**You ought to be more careful in selecting your 
lodgings at these seaside places. Some landladies are 
very caFdess,*^ remarks Dan, fingering his coin, but with 
a twinkle in his eye. 

" Oh, no, sir I yoM mistake me — ^tt wasn't those— it was 
a dog, bit me through the wrist and the ankle.'' 

Wrist and ankle ? What were you doing ? Scratching 
your leg ? " 

•*No, sir; separating two dogs — they were fighting, 
sir. I was laid up three weeks in hospital, sir. When 
I came out, my place was filled up, and I've been out of 
a shop ever since." 

"Hard lines!" murmurs Dan S3rmpathetically. A 
coin changes hands, and the bitten one departs jubilant 

Dan goes on his way, and, turning a comer suddenly. 
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nearly collides with a short man, of shifty expression, 
who holds a child with either hand. 

^'Can I have a word with Mr. Leno?" inquires 
the short man mournfully. 

" Certainly not 1 " returns Dan with immense decision, 
Fm surprised yoa dare speak to me. You know veiy 

well that I found you out for a fraud long ago." 

'*Yes» sir/' the other agrees, "and 1 daren't have 
come near you ever again if it wasn't to help these»" 

indicating the children. " Call mc what you like, sir. 
but it's not i/utr fault that I am what 1 am. Don't let 
them suffer for what Tve done." 

Dan looks at the children j they smile at him, and his 
heart melts. 

** I never knew you had any children/' he says» at 

length, in a changed voice. 

" No, sir ; I daresay not. I try to keep them right 
out of the kind of life I lead. I know I'm not fit to be 
in charge of the innocent little dears ; but what am I to 
do? Their mother's gone» and—" further utterance 
choked by sobs. 

"Well, it's for the last time, remember, aiKi its only 
because of the kiddies." Another coin is passed ovefi 
and the short man goes on his way rejoicing. 

"Good heavens, Dan!" exclaims a friend, who has 
just arrived in time to see the end of the transaction, 
« you don't mean to say you've given that fellow moneyv 
after all you know about him?" 

" He had two children with him," argues Dan apolo- 
getically and weakly. " Didn't you notice them ? " 
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" Notice them ? Yes I " says the other scornfully, " hat 
those are not its children ! I happen to know he hasn't 
got any. He must have borrowed or hired that couple 

on the oflf-chance of meeting you." 

"You don't say sol 1 never thought of that," rephes 
Dan, looking rather crestfallen. ^ Still — ^there they were 
— ^whoever they belonged to, they were real children, 

and " brightening up at the idea, "perhaps what I 

gave him will help to pay for their hire I " 

Such incidents were all in the day's walk with Dan, 
and it was a poor heggBX who failed to get something 
oat of him. 

In giving much, he wasted much ; but, happily, there 
is another side to the picture^ where, in giving casually, 
he gave deservedly and well. 

He was performing in Douglas, Isle of Man, one 
summer, and while strolling on the promenade during 
the afternoon, was accosted by a ragged boy, who 
asked him for help because they "were starving at 
home.'' 

Dan lent a ready ear, as he invariably did to tales of 
distress and woe, and having heard what the boy had 

to say, gave as ready a pecuniary response. The boy, 
hastily thanking him, darted off with the gift, and Dan, 
cQiioudy wondering whether the case were genuine or 
oilier wise, quickly followed to discover, if possible, his 
final destination. 

Up back streets and down alleys went the boy, with 
Dan Leno alter him, until he finally pulled up at the 
door of a poverty-stricken house situated in a wretched 



Digitized by Google 



OF. HIS INFINITE CHARITY 243 



stood there silent and puzzled, and then» as if the solu- 
tion of the mystery had just struck him, he turned round 
and gazed sternly at the toast-master, standing there un- 
moved, with a weaiy and far-away look in his eyes. 

"You're at your old games again, i suppose," said Dan 
to him severely, "always clowning behind my back." 
The idea of "clowning," as applied to such a highly 
respectable individual, struck the company as being 
droU, and again they shouted with laughter. 

Dan, who had turned round to face his audience, spun 
back again like lightning, as if endeavouring to catch his 
enemy in the act of grimacing or otherwise misbehaving 

himself. 

** He's too quick for me,'* he explained, with a sigh 
after a prolonged scrutiny, which the other endured with 
unimpaired gravity. 

Then Dan condescended to begin his speech. 

** When I was on tour with my stepfather," said he, and, 
with these opening words he embarked on a sea of 
amufflngly anecdotal personal recollections, the chief 
feature of which seemed to be that every one of them 
reminded him of another one. 

Every time his audience laughed (and they laughed a 
good deal) he was round in a vain endeavour to catch 
the toast-master at his tricks, and, failing to do so, was 
fain to content himself with some warning remark before 
resuming his speech. 

This jovial entertainment went on for some time, and 
was meeting with high appreciation and approval, when 
Dan suddenly paused in the midst of some most inter- 
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esting recollection^ and turned helplessly to the toast* 
master: 

**What is this toast I'm talking about?" he inquired 
pathetically. 

*'Thetoastof theevetiing— 'The Music Hall BenevoleDt 

Fund,' " responded that wortiiy promptly but unemotiun- 
ally. 

" Many thanks,*' said Dan urbanely ; and then turn* 

ing to the audience and jerking his thumb towards the . 
toast-master^ he remarked in an explanatory manner, j 
^ My stage-manager 1" and once more urged oo his wild 
career of anecdote. 

When he had exhausted his stocky and his hearers | 
with laughter, he sat down, and the toast*master, in his 
severest and most official manner, proclaimed, " Pray 
charge your glasses, gentlemen, for the toast of the > 
evening : *The Music Hall Benevolent Fund.'" 

At these words Dan jumped up again with alacrity. 
There 1 " he exclaimed, 1 knew I had forgotten some- 
thing — and you promised to remind me," he added to 
the toast-master in a tone suggestive more of sorrow 
than of anger. With which protest he formally pro- | 
posed the toast himself, and it was duly honoured. i 

In private life Dan " tipped " as lavishly as an j 
American on his first visit to Europe, and of this pro- 
pensity of his used to tell a good story against himself. | 

He was spending a spare half-hour in a social club, 
of which he was a member, when he chaiK:ed to discover | 
that he had a bad half-crown in kis possession. Drawing 
the attention oi some friends to the fact, he announced 
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to them his intention of having a joke with one of the 

dob waiters, who was a well-known character. 

Calling the man up to him» he ordered drinks round. 
The order was taken, and when the drinks arrived 
Dan gave him half a sovereign in payment, and, in 
addition, presented him vrith the bad half-crown. " For 
yourself, my boy, because you've always been very kind 
and attentive to me/' 

The waiter took the half-crown with every S3rmptom 
of gratitude, thanked the donor, disappeared, and, in 
due course, returned with the change for Dan's half- 
sovereign. 

Now, I suppose you think I was a fool to let any- 
body pass that half-crown on me," remarked Dan to his 
friends, "but you can all see for yourselves how very 
easy it is to do it" 

And they all agreed with him. Just before they left 
the club, Dan, who, of course, had no idea of saddling 
the poor man with a> bad half-crown and leaving him in 
Usssliil, because ignorant, possession of it, again called 
him up. 

They tell me yoa^te a very smart waiter/' said he. 
-Is that a fact?" 

The waiter ws^ modest He didn't really know, but 
he supposed he was about as smart as it was necessary 

for a man in his position to be. 

^ You never get done out of money or anything of 
tiiat sort?'' pursued Dan. 

No! The waiter was able to speak witii some con- 
fidence on that score. He was always particularly 



Digitized by Google 



246 DAN LENO 

accurate and correct when he had to deal with 
pecuniary affairs. 

"Then/* went on Dan, skilfully following up his ad 
vantage " you fancy you could always spot a piece of 
bad money if you saw one." 

" Oh yes, sir — at once ! Nobody's ever passed any 
bad money on me.'* 

Now I'm going to show you that you don't know 
everything," exclaimed Dan triumphantly. " You ve 
got a bad half-crown in your pocket at this very 
moment.** 

"Oh no, sir, I've not! You're quite mistaken." 

** Vm not mistaken ! Count up your money and see 
for yourself." 

The money was produced and counted carefully, but 
no bad half-crown was forthcoming. 

*' Then what have you done with it f " demanded Dan. 

*Done with it, sir!" repeated tiie waiter, with a real 
or affected air of bewilderment. 

*'Yesl You must remember that only a quarter of 
an hour ago I gave > ou a half-crown/' Dan explained 
" Very well, that half-crown was a bad one." 

*'0h, I see what you mean now, sir," returned the 
man, suddenly enlightened. " I sp>otted it for a bad 
one directly you gave it me, sir ; but I didn't like to say 
anything, as it was a present, so I gave it back to you 
among your change." 

And when Dan turned out the contents of his pockets 
he found the bad half-crown among them. 

Being himself ultra-generous by nature, it followed 
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that Dan Leno naturally hated a mean man. On htm 

who could, but would not give, he had no mercy. 

On one occasion, when he and a few other kindred 
spirits were organising in the club a sort of private 
"whip round" to relieve the immediately pressing 
necessities of a fellow-member of the profession, there 
enteied a certain member, whom we will call Brown, 
and who was more famous for his power than for his 
will to do generous deeds. 

Hallo ! there's Rruwn," said Dan, sotlo voce, " we'll 
make him give something 1 " 

** How do you propose to do it ? " queried one of the 
company, who knew Brown very well Are you going 
to knock him down and rob him ? " 

**We^ll spoof him into it/' replied Dan, with easy 
confidence. 

Spoof him ? How ? " was the natural question. 

* Let's have a sweep on the Cambridgeshire," suggested 
Dan, with apparent irrelevance, as he picked up some of 
the chib notepaper and began to tear it into slips. 

The rest looked on in mystified silence at his opera- 
tions. 

^ Hello, Brown I " exclaimed Dan, genially greeting 
the new-comer, ** will you go in with us for a sweep on 
tiie Cambridgeshire ? Sovereign a head." 

An occasional sweep was a luxury that Brown per- 
mitted himself, so, "Who's in it?" he inquired. 

Just the boys here," answered Dan, indicating the 
others present " They've ail paid, and we just want one 
oiore to make the first prize into a tenner." 
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** All right/* agreed Brown, and risked his sovereign, 
while the others^ who began to see a definite method in 
what Dan was doing, helped him to write down the 
names of the various horses and prepare for the dra\s'. 

All the papers being well shaken up in the hat, Dan 
drew first — ** Grey-Legs 1" he remarked, with satis&etion, 
as he showed his paper to one or two of his friends. 
" Second favourite 1 " commented one. You're in luck» 
Dan!" 

The next man drew, amiounced the name of his horse 
as he pocketed his paper, and so it went on with varying 
fortune, until it came to Brown's turn. He drew, and 
all crowded round eager to see the result 

"A blank!" he announced in tones of bitter disap- 
pointment 

*' Hard lines, old man I ** 
Rough luck, 1 call it I " 

'* Never mind, there's another round ! " 

" Better luck next time ! " 

Such were the remarks that were made as the hat went 

round for the second and last time. 

Again some drew horses and some drew blanks; Dan, 
amid cheers, announced that, at the second attempt, he 
had drawn the first favourite, and one temporarily 
forgetful gentleman nearly caused an unpleasantness 
by reading out the name of a horse that had been 
previously claimed by somebody else in the first round. 
This was, however, soon put right by Dan admitting 
that he had, in error, written the name of that particular 
horse twice; and on this explanation both gentlemen 
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amicably agreed to equally share the prize if there 
should be any. 

Then Brown drew again. 

''Another blank I " he said disgustedly ; and left the 
dub. 

When they were quite sure he was clear of the premises 
the conspirators laughed loud and long, and gathering 

up the papers on which they had pretended to write, and 
from which they had pretended to read, but which were, 
as a matter of fact, aU blanks, they burnt them as a 
precaution against immediate discovery. 

Then they sent their contribution (including Brown's 
sovereign) to their fellow-member in distress, and ap- 
pended the names of everybody (including Brown) who 
had subscribed thereta 

And so it happened that shortly afterwards Brown 
was sorely puzzled on receiving a grateful letter thanking 
him and his friends for so kindly and unexpectedly 
coming to the writer's aid ; nor did he discover until 
after the race had been run, and he began to make 
searching inquiries as to who actually held the winner, 
that the sweep on the Cambridgeshire had been got up 
more in the interests of charity than of sport 
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CHAPTER XIV 

IN HIS HOURS OF EASE 

IT has been said that no man is a hero to his valet ; 
but Dan Leno, in the bosom of his family, was 
something more than a hero ; to them all he was the 
most charming and deUghtfuUy sympathetic being in 
the world. To his children he was no stem parent wlio 
issued unpleasant orders that had to be obeyed ; he was 
one of themselves. He appeared to be able to begin 
life anew with each child, and only grew up because 
it did, and for the purpose of keeping level with it 

His popularity with his family as a congenial play- 
fellow was so great as to cause him positive embarrass- 
ment at times. 

When his children were all young, for instance, it was 
quite impossible for him to do any work whatsoever on 
his own premises. However quietly he sneaked into 
the house, or in whatever surreptitious comer of the 
garden he stowed himself away, some unfailing instinct 
seemed to tell the family that father was about, and he 
was quickly unearthed and led away, weakly protesting 
and secretly willing to be played with. 

He was in consequence very often reduced by stress 
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of drcuoostances to retire to the sedoskn of Cbphim 
Common, and it was while petambalatiiig this open 
space that, in those days^ he contrived to study many 
of his songs. 

It was a great day for Dan Ler>o when his elce^^t 
boy, Johnny, was to be christened, and Johnny Danvers, 
who was one of the invited guests on that occasion, has 
a very vivid recollection of what happened. 

When I arrived at the house," he says, ^ I found 
everybody in a wild state of excitement because Dan 
had suddenly disappeared alter saying something about 
* preparing a little surprise for everybody/ and although 
it was drawing near to the appointed time when they 
were to meet at the church, the proud and happy father 
was still missing. 

* Naturally I started off in hot haste to search for 
him* I called at neighbours' houses ; 1 called at various 
shops in case he might be buying presents for Johnny 
(which he began to do almost immediately the boy was 
bom); i looked in at various hoteb in case he might 
be drinking the child's health (which he frequently did 
on small provocation with comparative strangers), but 
Dan Leno was ndther to be seen nor heard o£ 

" I was, however, rather annoyed and very much 
puzzled by the fact that wherever I went I was followed 
by a mysterious Stranger, with a very solemn counte- 
nance. If I called at a house, he waited at the gate ; if 
I called at a shop, he waited at the door; if I called at 
an hotel, he went in and came out after me 

"He got on my nerves to such an extent that I began 
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to review my past life, wondering for which of my many 
sins I was being 'shadowed ' at this particular stage of 
my career. 

" At last, after searching every place I could think of, 
likely and unlikely, without success, I started back for 
the house, with the uneasy conviction that the christen- 
ing was going to take place minus a father. The solemn 
man, I may mention^ stuck closely to me, and returned 
to the house also immediately at my heels. 

"As I was reporting the ill-success of my mission, and 
we were all wondering what to do next, we heard the 
sound of a post-horn as played, very evidently, by a 
novice, and looking out of the window, beheld Dan 
perched on the box-seat of a very well-appointed ooadi, 
blowing the horn atrociously. The coachman brought 
up his four spanking horses with a professional flourish 
at the door and we all realised that this was Dan*s 
Mittle surjMise for everybody.* 

"As I went down to the gate to meet him, I found him 
shaking hands cordially with the solemn man, who had 
evidently been waiting there while I had been dlscuastng 
the situation in the house. 

* You'll pardon me, Mr. Leno,' he was saying, * but 
I heard your friend say you were missing, and, as I 
knew nobody else in the party, I thought I'd stop out- 
side until you turned up.' 

" ' It's all right,' returned Dan agreeably. * I dont see 
that you need apologise to me for not going in my house 
when you've never been invited' 

'* * Oh t ' said the solemn one. ' You fotget, Mr. Leno I 
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You invited me three days ago— in fact, you made quite 
a point of it You said you would be deeply hurt if I 
failed to be present/ 

*•* Very likely ! ' replied Dan. * I believe I have invited 
half London in those very words* I haven't the least 
idea who you are, but you are heartily welcome.' 

"So the solemn man joined us for the day. We never 
inquired who he was, and he never volunteered the in- 
formation ; but my own impression is that he was an 
undertaker who saw and seized the chance of a holiday. 

So we rode in the coach-and-four to church, and there 
christened Johnny, after which, leaving the infant hero of 
the day at home with his nurse, we drove to Carshalton 
to spend the afternoon and evening^. 

" The landlord of the inn there had cause to remember 
the merry christening party that disported itself in and 
around his pretty garden on that day. 

"In the hrst place^ Dan, espying an urn of flowers 
mounted on a stone pedestal, must needs remove the 

former from its position. In doing so he broke the urn, 
a iact that was duly recorded in the bill afterwards, and 
the necessary pa3mient for the damage looked upon by 
Dan as part of the day's delightful pleasure. 

He then got on the pedestal himself, and there danced 
a clog-dance to the admiration of his own party, the 
hotel staff, and any other stray spectators who happened 
to be present 

Having let off a little steam in this manner, he further 
relieved his feelings by standing on his head upon the 
same perilous eminence amid universal applause. 



Digitized by Google 



254 



DAN LENO 



'* Finally, he concluded his entertainment by seizing a 
bottle of champagne^ and, with this in hand, scrambling 
up the ivy on to the roof, where he drank his boy's 
health and delivered aii address on the advantages and 
responsibilities of being the patent of a fine son. 

^ And throughout the whole of that day he had one 
reply, and one only, for all who expostulated with him 
and urged him to keep calm and cool — * You mustn't 
talk to me like that, because I am the father of a very 
large child.' " 

When one considers the amount of work Dan Leoo 

got througfh in public, or^c cannot but be amazed at what 
he was able to hnd time to do at home. 

He had a very decided taste for carpentering and 
mechanics generally, and was never happier than when, 
in company with his children, he was buOding them 
stages, booths, or model theatres in which to p ei fo r m 
their own plays. He was good at fashioning models of 
all descriptions^ and an adept at making and painting 
fire-screens, as many of his friends who arc furtunate 
enough to possess specimens of his handiwork are abk 
to testify. 

This gift he has bequeathed to more than unc of his 
sons, notably to his eldest, who has adopted the manu- 
facture of c)pcles and motors as his profession, and to 
another who, although still quite a boy, has modelled a 
very quaint and original cake as a prize in a private 
cake-walk competition, which was organised by Dan and 
taken part in by the entire family. 

As is well known, he also found time to follow his 
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bobby of painting both in water-colours and oils, and of 
bo^ classes he turned out some excellent specimens. 

The ntagnum opus of his hours of recreation may, 
however, be said to be his panorama. 

The original idea that he had in his mind when he 
started this colossal undertaking was that it would 
provide some occupation for his stepfather, who was 

becoming restless in idleness, the notion being to 
present it to the old gentleman when complete, and 
thus fully equip him for a lecturing tour in country 

schools. 

When, however, his death rendered it useless from that 
point of view, Dan simply went on with it at his leisure, 

and for his own amusement 

From start to finish it took him twelve 3^ears to com- 
plete. He then sold it to Lieutenant Cole, the ventrilo- 
quist ; but, as the purchaser found no immediate use for 
ity Dan bought it back again, and kept it in full working 
order in his own house. 

With the sole assistance of Danvers, the thing was 
b^n, carried through, and finished at home. 

The general scheme of the panorama was the compre- 
hensive one of a tour round the world > but Dan, with 
his usual quaint originality, preferred his own eccentric 
route to any of those more generally accepted by such 
as tour with Gaze or Cook. 

He elected to begin with a picture of the Great Fire of 
London in 1666, and then breathlessly and instantane- 
ously rushed his spectators into Liverpool Street Station. 
From there he ruthlessly hurled them into the volcanic 



Digitized by Google 



256 



DAN LENO 



regions of Vesuvius, and, before they iiad time to re- 
cover fi;oin the shock, landed them in the middle of 
Prince's Street, Edinburgh. 

It was, indeed, an excitingly erratic journey as origin- 
ally devised, and one to which i feel sure Mr. Leno, 
senior, would have done full justice in his lecture if he i 
had been permitted to avail himself of the oppor- i 
tunity, ! 

The canvas was erected and the first outline sketched 
in an empty shop which Dan had hired for the purpose. ' 
The proprietor of this shop was an elderly gentleman of 
penurious habits and a distrustful nature, who, having let 
the premises to Dan at a rental of five shillings week^, 
made a point of being on the spot personally and con- 
tinuously, nominally because of his interest in the 
painting, but actually to make certain that there was 
neither dam^[e done to his premises, nor any possi- 
bility of a sudden departure with arrears of rent still 
unpaid. 

His constant presence, peering over the shoulder of 

the painter at work, used to annoy the latter consider* 
ably, and many a time and oft has Dan, stepping hastily 
backwards to get the effect of distance on what he had 
done, with his brush sloped at the approved anc^le over 
his shoulder, accidentally (or otherwise) filled the eye or 
the mouth of the suspicious landlord with paint 

Johnny Danvers says that he used to think the move- 
ment was purely unpremeditated, so unconsciously and 
well was it executed ; but after it had occurred some ten 
or a dozen times, he began to see in it a precisiofi 
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of aim that was something more than a mere coinci- 
dence. 

For this and other reasons Dan decided to vacate the 

shop and to build a studio in his own garden, and, dis- 
daining the aid of the British workman, he and Danvers^ 
after many trials and tribulations, triumphantly suc- 
ceeded in accomplishing this task. 

The studio, which was a wooden structure, took many 
days to erect, and those days were full of incident 

The amateur workmen, who were nothing if not 
thorough, repaired to a neighbouring wood yard, and 
carried the necessary timber home on their own 
shoulders. This, of course, showed a truly praiseworthy 
spirit of independence, but led to disaster on the very 
first day. 

As they were toiling along the street under their first 
load of uprights, a mischievous boy, seeing in Dan 
merely a small man staggering under the weight of a 
long plank, got behind him, and, seizing hold of the 
extreme end of the upright, gave it a vigorous spin 
round. Dan naturally spun round also, and with such 
velocity that he overbalanced and felL Danvers, who 
was crossing the road immediately in front of him, 
beard the crash, and, for the moment forgetting that he 
also had a plank on his shoulder, turned abruptly to see 
what was the matter. The result was dire confusion 
amonn^ the traffic, and the narrow escape from total 
demolition of a horse and trap, together with the 
occupant 

By the time matters were readjusted and apologies 
s 
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made and accepted, the boy who had caused all the 
trouble was judiciously in the next parish, so the insult 
to Dan had to pass unavenged. 

The next trouble was all through his own fault, be- 
cause he insisted on carrying the planks through the 
house. At the very first attempt he demolid&ed the 
hall lamp; the second fully accounted for a window or 
two; so, after a brief but exciting experience, he de* 
cided that the game was too expensive, and carried his 
timber to the garden by a more circuitous but safer 
route. 

They crowned the edifice with a corrugated zinc roof ; 

but the very elements were against them, for, a very few 
nights after their work was, as they fondly hoped, quite 
completed, there arose a great storm of wind that lifted 
their zinc roof from its position and contemptuously 
flung into the next garden. 

There it was found on the following morning; but 
that was not the worst 

After the wind had removed the roof, the rain 
descended upon the unprotected and partly completed 
panorama in a perfect torrent, until it converted it, for 
the most part, into a sodden and unrecognisable blur of 
paint 

Some of the scenes were ruined for ever, while others 
had fondly intermingled to such an extent, that, as Dan 
used to say, he spent the best part of a week trying to 
separate the Great Wall of China from the Falls of 
Niagara, and scraping the Pyramids of Egypt off 
Piccadilly Circus. 
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When Dan was painting, he always affected a strictly 

workmanlike costume, and in the immediate vicinity of 
his own house« where he was almost universally known, 
he did not always trouble to change his attire if he had 

occasion to take a short excursion in the midst of his 
labours* 

One morning, while, clad in his oldest and shabbiest 
suit, and wearing a very disreputable cloth cap on his 
heady he was hard at work in his studio, he suddenly 
remembered that he had an appointment at the Duchess 
Music Hall in Balham; so, throwing down his brush, he 
departed, just as he was, to attend to the business in 

hand. 

He was detained rather longer than he had expected, 
and knowing that it was some time past the family 

luncheon hour, he turned into a newly opened restaurant, 
with the idea of getting something to eat 

He had intended merely to order something very 
trifling and inexpensive, but the proprietor, who was 
by nature and nationality a thoroughly polite Italian, 
eyed him with such extreme suspicion as he took his 
seat at one of the tables, that he changed his mind 
about it 

To begin with," he airily remarked to the waiter who 
handed him the bill of fare as if he rather expected him 
to rise and run for the nearest *' Lockhart's " when he 

had studied the prices, to begin with, 111 have a nice 
sole," 

The proprietor, who was alert and listening, coughed, 

aud the waiter went over to him. There was a brief 
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discussion in Italian, and the waiter returned to where 
Dan sat, still studying the bill of fare. 

"The soles," he remarked, in a warning and distinctly 
discouraging voice, are two shillings each." 

didn't ask you how much they were," retorted Dan. 
"Til have two of them." 

The waiter, from force of habit, started for the 
speaking-tube that communicated with the kitchen ; 

but the proprietor coughed again, frowned, and shook 

his head decisively, so he returned without delivering 
any message. 

" After that," went on Dan placidl}-, and apparently 
not noticing this by-play, ** I will have some nice lamb 
chops." 

The waiter nnurmiired that lamb chops were expensive. 

*' Understand me," said Dan severely, and taking no 
notice of the interruption, ^they must be cut from a 
lamb — none of your small sheep for me ; but a lamb!* 

The waiter listened, but, so far as the kitchen was 
concerned, committed himself to nothing, while the pro- 
prietor watched the proceedings with growing suspicion. 

*'The wine list, please," demanded Dan with easy 
confidence. 

After a faint suggestion tliat the lager beer was very 
good, the waiter meekly obeyed his behest, with a 
nervous eye on his master. 

"A bottle of '84," announced Dan firmly, deliberately 
selecting, after perusal, the most expensive article he 
could 6nd. 

The waiter turned slightly pale, and repaired once 
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more to his superior fur advice and help in this his 
hour of need. 

There ensued another consultation in the Italian 
language (with which Dan sorely regretted that he was 
unacquainted), which ended in the proprietor himself 
approaching his mysterious customer, and informing 
him, with great diffidence and much gesticulation, that 
it was his invariable custom to ask for a deposit before 
fulfilling an order. 

Most certainly not ! objected Dan. *' I have dined 
at the best restaurants I I have never been asked for 
a deposit in my life, and I am not going to pay one 
now." 

Then the proprietor was sorry to say he would be 

unable to provide the gentleman with what he asked 
for. He regretted it very much ; but it was the rule of 
the establishment, and so, under the circumstances, he 
bad the honour and pleasure of wishing him a very 
good day. 
But Dan sat still. 

" I wish you a good day, sir 1 " repeated the Italian 
urbanely, but with visible apprehension, while the waiter 
stood at the door ready at a sign from his master to call 
in a policeman. 

Dan fumbled in his pockets, and '* My card t " he 
remarked, finding one, and handing it to the proprietor. 

The worthy but distrustful gentleman accepted and 
read it, started suddenly and violently, gazed at Dan 
Leno, apparently recognised his features, and rushing 
to the speaking-tube poured into it a passionate flood 
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of Italian that brought up the chef and three additional 

waiters in five seconds. 

Mr. Leno's requirements having been thoroughly ex- 
plained with great minuteness of detail to the chef, that 
important functionary departed below in hot haste to 
fulfil them. During the interval, the original waiter, 
now reinforced by the other three, produced a clean 

tablecloth, a clean serviette, a sufficient number of steel 
and silver implements to see a man comfortably through 
an eighteen-course dinner, and about a score of glasses 
of all de^scriptioas, ranging in size from the imperial pint 
to the liqueur. 
The proprietor, meanwhile, hovered round anxiously, 

occasionally disappearing' into the kitchen to harass the 
chef into greater activity, and invariably returning with 
an Italian newspaper which he bestowed upon his dis* 

tini^uished customer, apparently quite oblivious of the 
fact that he couldn't possibly read it 

The lunch was a distinct success, and Dan, after par- 
taking, paying his bill and tipping the waiters, told his 
host as much. 

" It was well cooked, and well served in every way," 
he said, " and I will certainly recommend all my friends 
to come here and give you a trial" 

The proprietor was so completely overcome by this 
unsolicited tribute and generous promise, that he abso- 
lutely did not know what to do to sufficiently express 
his gratitude. 

Suddenly a brilliant idea struck him. 

It was about three o'clock and a beautifully sunny 
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afternoon in June; but excitedly rushing round the 
room, he switched on every electric light he had, and 
Dan, wearing his dirty cap and paint-besmeared clothes, 
was obsequiously bowed out in a perfect blaze of gloiy 

by the entire strength of the establishment. 

Dan Leno, among his other domestic hobbies, had a 
universal and catholic fondness for birds and animals of 

all species. Having plenty of ground space tu spare 
where he lived, he availed himself of the opportunity to 
keep various pets, and in addition to his horse and dog, 
he found at various times a hospitable home for pigs, 
parrots, hens, canaries, geese, and, on one memorable 
occasion, for a donkey. 

This particular animal he purchased for the use and 
enjo3mient of his children, it having been recommended 
to bim as quiet to ride or drive, and very good in 
harness. 

This description turned out to be, to say the very 
least, somewhat deceptive. 

What it actually was in harness he never knew, 
because it never could be persuaded to wear any ; but 
neither he nor any of his family ever ventured to ride it, 
and it would neither consent to be driven nor led. So 
it was turned out into a paddock adjoining his garden, a 
very Ishmaelite of a donkey, there to lead a morose and 
solitary existence. 

Into this paddock one day Dan incautiously ventured, 
and the donkey, either seeking revenge for some imagi- 
nary wrong, or from sheer hatred of the human race, 
laid its ears well back and went for him. 
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Dan, recognising the s3rmptoms while still some little 

distance from the animal, judiciously fled at oiictj, in 
order to make the most of the slight advantage he had 
in the way of start But the donkey, having four leg^ 
made light of this small handicap, and overhauled Dan's 
active couple so rapidly that Dan, to save himself, was 
compelled to dive into the friendly shelter of an adjacent 
pigsty. 

Into the inmost recesses of this building, where the 
roof was so low that no donkey, however determined, 
could possibly follow him, Dan rushed in a hurry, and 
bent almost double. 

There were no pigs at home, but he was greeted by 
a sitting hen, who, evidently fancying that here was 
some marauding egg-hunter who must be repelled in 
the interests of future chickens, promptly and fearlessly 
flew In his face. 

Dan, darting back to avoid, was caught and securely 
fixed by the waistband of his trousers to an iron hook 
that was fastened to the vety low ceiling, and his diapter 
of disaster was complete. 

Try as he would, he could not, in his awkward posi- 
tion, free himself from the iron grip of the relentless 
hook, and, although he shouted his loudest, the house 
was some distance away, and nobody was near except 
the donkey, who, having got him into the mess, went 
away and took no further interest in the matter. 

So Dan, being left absolutely on his own resources, 
evolved one of those inventions that necessity ofteo 
compels into being. 
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Raising his feet from the ground, and disposing of 
his body in the attitude of swimming, he depended his 
enUre weight on the iron hook and trouser waistband, 
and earnestly hoped for the best 

Naturally, it was the waistband that gave way in the 
end. It did not yield suddenly, but reluctantly and 
lingeringly, as if anxious to testify on behalf of its 

la^mufacturer that it was good material, and well put 
together. 

When at last, with an angry and disappointed rip, 
die iron hook released its prey, Dan tell forward on 
his hands and knees. He quickly picked himself up, 
and after a careful survey to satisfy himself that the 
donkey had definitely abandoned the chase, returned to 
the house fully determined to be very angry with every- 
body for not hearing and helping him in his trouble. 

When he began to tell them what had happened to 
him, however, they all laughed so much that he quite 
forgot he was angry, and before he was half-way through 
with his tale of woe he was laughing as much as any of 

UJ6ID* 

In the end he heartily agreed with the fcimily that it 
was the best bit of genuine fun he had ever experienced 
in his life, and that he wouldn't have missed it for 
worlds. 

In his house he had a most extraordinary collection 
of curiosities that his various admirers had sent him 
from all parts of the world. The rattle of a rattlesnake, 
a scorpion's nest, nuggets of gold, sharks' teeth, pieces 
of shell from Mafeking, cartridges from a Boer rifle — 
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such were some of the many prcsciUs that were made 
by people who were, to him, personally unknown* 

Many were the letters written ta him by soldiers wha 
camping out in South Africa and thinking of home, 
felt impelled to write a letter to ''dear old Dan." In 
one of these was enclosed a scrap of grey hair, which 
the writer described as '*a piece of Cronje's whibkcr^," 
and added the message, " I will send you Kruger's later 
on.*' In this curio cabinet of his he kept hoarded up 
with the rest a few articles, such as rusty knives, old 
nails, etc., which nobody knew quite what to make oC 
because it was imp>ossibIe to find out whether he kept 
them as a joke or took them seriously. 

For instance, he once handed me out of these tre«> 
sures a pair of broken scissors. "These scissors," he 
explained reverentially, "are the identical pair with 
which the first clown's dress that Grimaldi ever wore 
was cut out"; then, without giving me time to make 
any comment upon the statement, he went on to say 
with equal seriousness, ** And that's the blL^ gest lie I ever 
told, because I ve just found them in the garden." With 
which contradictory words he replaced them in the 
cabinet with the others as carefully as if be considered 
the in to be the gem of the collection. 

My own belief is that he kept, among his genuioe 
curios, a few ''spoof articles, over which he would 
induce the unwary to go into raptures of enthusiasm 
for his own private edification, and, for the purposes 
of the joke, he was just as likely to decry tiic former 
as to attach a fictitious value to the latter. 
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For he was a man who could enjoy a joke none 
the less for having it all to himself. 

I remember a pianola merchant telling me that he 
had been trying to sell one of his machines to Dan 
Leno, but without success, 

Dan admitted the cleverness and utility of the 
machinei he said, and he agreed that» so far as mere 
value went, the price of sixty guineas that was asked 
for it was not at all exorbitant ; but he added, You 
can see for yourself, my dear fellow, how ridiculous 
it would be to put a sixty*guinea pianola on to play 
a twelve-pound piano." 

" Of course,** remarked the pianola man when he told 
me, f had to admit that it would be absurd ; but 
it seems a strange tiling to me that a man in Mr. Leno's 
position can be content with a twelve*pound piano." 

So I had to explain that Dan would have his little 
joke, even if it entailed the maligning of his Broad- 
wood 

At the Drury Lane annual dinners, held, as a rule, 
the week following the end of the pantomime run, 
he fairly revelled in the fun, that was partly improvised 
on the spur of the moment, and partly prearranged. 

He was generally good for a song, half a dozen 
speeches, a score of amusing and personal reminiscences, 
and irrelevant interruptions innumerable. 

Presentations of a humorous nature, but made and 
accepted in the most solemn and serious manner, were 
a great feature of these friendly gatherings. In these 
Dan naturally delighted 
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When he presented Arthur CoHins with an egg as 
a precursor of Humpty Dumpty"; Jimmy Glover 
with a broken chip as a conductor's bdtm; Comelli 
with a doll, drc:^sc(I up in a horrible travesty of one 
of his own designs ; or Sidney Smith with a bill order 
for two to the pit, he did it with a deadly earnestness 
well calculated to deceive the most sceptical. Then, ' 
after one or two of these pieces of humbug, he would 
rise and say, in all seriousness : — 

'* Gentlemen, — We have hitherto been making fun 
of each other, and very good fun it has been. A joke's 

a joke, and I think everybody here can appreciate one; 
but there is a time for everything, and, having come 
to the end of my list, I must now claim 3rour attention 
for more serious matters. We have here with us to-ntght 

uur good iriciid, Mr. So-aiid-iio ** 

Here would follow a truly magnificent eulogy on the 

qualities of Mr. So-and-so, delivered with such apparent 
sincerity that more than one in the room secretly 
wondered whether Dan was really serious this time, and 
Mr. So-and-so was to be rewarded with a genuine 
testimonial. The sequel, however, would be the presenta- 
tion of something more supremely ridiculous than any- 
thing that had preceded it 

In my first experience of these functions I was | 
selected as the first victim before the joke (of which I 
I knew nothing) was given away. I remember sitting, 
in mingled doubt and wonder, wiiile Dan, in a speech 
full of emotion, endowed me with attributes that 1 was 
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honestly surprised to hear any man could suspect me 

of possessing. 

The oration was ably seconded by the cordial Hear, 
hears 1 " and the sympathetic applause of the rest of the 
company, and the climax was the handing over to me 
of a pair of scissors and a paste-pot. 

Dan Leno was not, In any sense, a sporting man. I 
never heard of him taking any real interest in racing, 
rowing, or contests of a similar nature* He played 
cricket and football only on burlesque lines, and for 
charity, and he absolutely declined to be lured into 
golf. 

His objection to this last insidiously fascinating form 
of amusement was that it distinctly encouraged incom- 
petence, and he based his argument on the fact that the 
further you drove the ball, the further you had to 

His favourite outdoor recreations were cycling (which 
he shared with the entire family), walking, and on 
occasion gardening. 

Out of the flood of anecdotes concerning Dan at play 
it is difficult to select, but a couple may be taken at 
random. 

At one time^ for the improvement of his garden, he 
employed his spare time in building a rockery, and on a 

certain morning he was thus engaged, when a seedy- 
looking man entered to him, and b^n, familiarly and 
without preamble, in a very decided Lancashire accent— 
"Hallo! Dan, tha'll recollect me in Manchester, I 
suppose. I'm in a bit of a fix, and Tve come to you to 
get me out on it What am I to do, Dan ? What am 
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I to do ? I've got a wife and child starving over yonder." 

Here he pointed vaguely in a northerly direction. " Tcil 
me« Dan, what am I to do ? " 

Dan, who neither recollected him in Manchester nor 
anywhere else, briefly suggested " Work f ** 

Ay/' responded the man bitterly, that's what they 
all tell me. ^ Work/ they say. It sounds easy enough, 
but I tell you I'm a man what's got a wife and child 
starving over yonder/' and wiUi these words he dis- 
tinctly pointed due east 

** Well/' suggested Dan, mther moved by his earnest- 
ness, suppose you help me to build this rockery?* 

"Rockery!" echoed the man from Manchester, view- 
ing the partially completed edifice with distinct dis- 
favour. Rockery I Well, I never thowt I should oome 
to it ; but what*s a chap to do when he's got a wife and 
child starving over yonder?" This time he indicated 
the south-east 

Dan, who began to suspect him of having starv-int;^ 
wives and children at all points of the compass, felt 
really sorry for him in his embarrassing positioiu 

" I'll give you ninepence an hour," he said. , 

^ If s not much for th' kind o' work," commented the 
man, " but it'll keep th* wife and th* child from starving 
over yonder. Say no more, Dan. What am I to do ? " 

" First of all, we must go with this wheelbarrow to 

that pile of 5t(.)ne.s," instructed Dan. 

I see," said the man agreeably, but making no move 
to do anything whatever. "Go on, Dan. I'm with 
you/* 
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So Dan wheeled the barrow to the pile of stoaeSi 
while his assistant strolled by his side with his hands 

in his pockets. 

Then we hU the barrow with the stones," went on 
Dan, suiting the action to the word* 

•* I icc," remarked the other, sitting down to watch. 
•* By gum, Dan, you can shift stones for a little un ! " 

^ And then we wheel them back over here," explained 
Dan, as he did so, followed by the labourer at ninepence 
an hour. 

If s a mm job, this rockery business^" said the man, 

as he watched Dan laboriously putting the sXones in 
their appointed places. 

''I daresay it is," returned Dan, waxing indignant, 
as he realised that he was doing all the work, " but I 
don t see that you've got anything to do with it at 
alL" 

•You're right, Dan — ^you're quite right." consented 
the man cordially. " I've been watching you, and I've 
come to the conclusion if s novrt In my line, Still, you 
said ninepence an hour, and as I've been here th* best 
part of half an hour, you won't be hard on me. You 
must remember I've got a wife and child starving over 
yonder," indicating an entirely new and original direc- 
tion. 

Dan, who was now thoroughly convinced of the 
numerical value of his wives and children, put his hand 

m his pocket, and presented him with a shilling. 
** Go sm^y," he commanded briefly, 
I shall have to walk to Manchester," suggested the 
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man, accepting the shilling witliout comment and gazing 
at his boots reflectively. 

Dan follomred his gaze, and saw that the boots weie» 
at least, quite as likely to hold water as was the state- 
ment ; so he said, " I'll give you a pair of boots," and, 
taking htm into the house, fitted him according to pro- 
mise, and saw him off the premises. 

After a few hours of toil, Dan, in search of society, 
rest, and refreshment, repaired to a neighbouring hotel 

As he was chatting with a friend, a familiar voice 
struck on his ear, and he turned round to see his former 
assistant 

** Them boots didn't fit me, Dan," he explained, "so I 
pawned 'em. I wouldn't have done it, only I've a wife 
and chiid starving over yonder— 

Without waiting to see in which direction he pointed, 
Dan fled. 

The same evening he climbed on to a bus that was 
going Strand-wardSy and sat on a seat immediately 

behind the driver. 

It was a sultry June night, and he remarked as be 
mopped his brow — 

** Very hot to-night, driver." 

Before the driver could reply, a voice from the back 
broke in, " Ay, it may be hot for you, Dan, but it*s a 

jolly sight hotter for a chap as has got a wife and child 
starving over yonder." 

As Dan got oflf the bus in a hurry, he imagined he 

saw the man from Manchester pointing towards ti^^ 
sky. 
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The next night he chanced to meet Eugene Stratton. 
" I helped that friend of yours, Dan," said the im- 
personator of coons. 

« What friend ? 

"Oh, the fellow you sent to me — a fellow from 
Manchester, who's got a wife and child starving/' 

"Over yonder ? " was the eager question. 
Stratton nodded. 

" In which direction did he point when he said it 

inquired Dan anxiously. But Stratton had either for- 
gotten or not noticed. So Dan never knew the precise 
number and geographical position of the starving wives 
and children possessed by the man from Manchester. 

The second story deals with what he alwa3r$ con- 
sidered to be his most remarkable pedestrian feat, during 
which he used to claim he created a fresh record 
between Brighton and Worthing. 

He was staying at the former seaside resort, and 
one night announced his intention of getting up early 
on the morrow and having a real good day in the 
open air. 

The necessary instructions were issued and attended 
to, and on the following morning, after an abnormally 
early breakfast, Dan issued forth, clad in Norfolk jacket 
and knickerbockers, with the stem determination to 
walk as far as Worthing. 

Brighton was, as it generally is, fairly full of the 
theatrical and music-hall profession. So he had not 
pfoceeded very far before he met an old acquaintance, 
who was just returning from his morning bathe. 

T 
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*'Hallo» Dan, where are you off to so early?" was 

the greeting. 

** Tm going to walk as far as Worthing," was Dan s 
reply. 

To Worthing? How curious! Why, that was just 
what his friend had thought of doing. If Dan would 
only wait for a quarter of an hour while he had his 
breakfast — he wouldn't keep him longer — ^just to swallow 
a cup of tea and an egg, that was all — ^he would walk to 
Worthing with him. 

Dan, after some demur, agreed ; and, after an interval 
of rather more than an hour, the two set off together. 

They had hardly started before they came across two 
more friends, and the same query and reply ensued. 

It turned out, strangely enough, that these two also 

intended to walk to Worthinj^, but were not quite ready 
to start One had a couple of letters to write, and the 
other had promised to do a little shopping for his wife ; 
but it was only a matter of twenty minutes at most, 
and, if Dan and friend Na i would only wait for them, 
they would make up quite a jolly little party. 

So Dan and friend No. i good-naturedly took a scat 
on the sea-front and waited until the other two were 
ready. 

This was in an hour and a quarter, and the company 
being now four strong, the walk was recommenced. 

As luck would have it, while they were passing an 
hotel, a figure, familiar to them all, emerged. It was 
that of a well-known music-hall artiste who, hamig 
been on an extended tour through America, Au^Uaii^i, 
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and other strange lands, had only just returned home, 
and was staying at Brighton to recuperate. They very 
naturally^ after this prolonged absence^ welcomed each 
other with open arms. 

Where were they going? To Worthing? Capital 1 
He would go with them ; but, before they started, they 
must come in and have a whisky and milk with him 
while they chatted over old times. 

So they chatted over old times until Dan began to 
feci very hungry. He looked at his watch, and, seeing 
it was very nearly one o'clock, he remembered his early 
breakfast, and was not surprised. 

He mentioned the fact, and it was at once unani- 
mously agreed that they couldn't possibiy walk to 
Worthing until they had had something to eat So 
lunch was ordered, and lunch proved to be a very pro- 
longed repast. After lunch, they all looked at each 
other furtively, and secretly wondered who was going to 
suggest the desirability of a fresh start for Worthing. 
Apparently nobody fell that way inclined ; but a refer- 
ence was made to possible coiTees and liqueurs in the 
billiard-room. 

Hy the time these were disposed of it was universally, 
if tacitly, agreed that it was too late in the day to walk 
to Worthing or anywhere else; so instead of the 
excursion as originally pUiuied, they all took pedestrian 
exercise round the billiard table. 

When, about seven o'clock that evening, Dan walked 

briskly back to his rooms, he was prcctcfl with effusion. 

What a lovely day it had been 1 How he must have 
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enjoyed the walk ! He looked very much better for it ! 
Yesl And he didn't even look tired! He mttsi be 
hungry after such a long day in the fresh air ! 

Such was Dan's greeting, and everybody seemed to 
be so pleased that he had walked to Worthing Uiat he 
hadn't the heart to undeceive them. 
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THE END 

IF Dan Leno's professional career may be said to 
have begun too early, it is more painfully certain 
that it ended, alas ! all too soon. As he started^ so he 
finished, long before his natural time ; but he contrived 

to crowd into his comparatively brief span of forty-four 

years more genuinely hard work than most men could 
manage to get through in three score and ten. 

Speaking personally, I can honestly say that I never 
saw him absolutely at rest He was always doing some- 
thing, and had something else to do afterwards ; or he 
had just been somewhere, was going somewhere else, 
and had several other appointments to follow. If it is, 
as is said, "better to wear out than to rust out,*' then 
most assuredly Dan Leno chose the better part. 

To the casual observer he was a wiry, tireless little 
man ; as such, he liked to consider himself, and others 
to consider him ; but it was, for years, only the un- 
quenchable spirit that galvanised the body into ceaseless 
activity, and for this Nature exacted her penalty in the 
end. 

After his first breakdown he, recuperated by a brief 
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rest, showed such signs of undiminished power tn the 
pantomime of Mother Goose at Drury Lane, that ail 
who knew him were delighted to l>eiieve that his ciut 
was permanent and lasting. That he himself thought 
so is made apparent by the fact that he resumed his 
strenuous life, and spared himself no more than he had 
done before his illness. 

Then followed another and a more serious collapse, 
that necessitated his retirement for a lengthened period 
In the home to which he went to recover from his brain 
fag they have many pleasant memories of him, and 
abundant proof that, although his mind was weaiy, his 
humour was unabated. 

On the second day after his arrival, it is said, he 
up an argument with one of the attendants about the 
correctness of the hall clock. ^That clock's wrong 1* 

he said, rcfcrrinc^ to his own watch. 

No, sir," contradicted the attendant, " the clock is 
quite right" 

" I tell you it's wron^ ! " persisted Dan. 

** No, sir," repeated the other, " it's quite riglit ! " 

" Then/' said Dan, with the old gleam of fun in hifi 
eyes, " if it's quite right, what's it doing here ? " 

Complete rest again restored him to comparative 
health, and he was able to appear once more at Drufy 
Lane in the pantomime of Humpty Duntpty^ the shout 
of welcome that greeted him when he first walked on 
the stage, after his long retirement, being one that must 
live for ever in the memory of all who were privileged 
to be present and hear it 
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In the spring and early summer following on this ap- 
pearance he attempted to combine work and recreation 
by appearing at various seaside and watering-places. 
Needless to say that the enthusiasm he aroused wher< 
ever he went, and his earnest desire to give to his 
audiences both the quantity and quality he felt that 
such hearty greetings deserved, entailed upon him more 
work than recreation. 

For this tour he had booked his own dates, and on 
one occasion at least he must have wished for an agent 
to blame. 

The usual Monday morning rehearsal was proceeding 
in the concert-room of the pier at Folkestone, when, to 
the surprise of everybody, Dan Leuo walked in, bearing 
with him an armful of band parts. 

He sat down and waited until everybody had 
finished ; but hearing the conductor then dismiss his 
band, he jumped up. 

" Aren't you going to play over my songs ? " he asked 

** There's no good playing them over this morning, 
Mr. Lmo" replied the conductor. ''The men would 
fof^ them again before next week.** 

" But I appear to-night/' said Dan. 
No, sir, a week to-night/' corrected the conductor, 
and when the manager was referred to, it was estab- 
lished beyond doubt that Dan had by mistake arrived 
a week too soon. 

"It's all rig^ht. It's quite right/' rennarkcd Dan 
aifably. " in isLCtt I'm rather glad. I'll stay here and 
take a week's holiday." 
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With which philosophical words he retired with his 
band parts, and spent the better part of the week 
crossing between Folkestone and Boulogne^ amusing 
the passengers en rattSe and astonishing the natives on 
the other side. 

it was at this period that the sudden and unexpected 
death of his old comrade, Herbert Campbell, took 
place. This very naturally upset Dan completely for 
a time. 

The day after the sad event I met him accidentally 

as he was travelling from Harrogate, where he had been 
performing, back to London^ and throughout the entire 
journey he could literally talk of nothing but the death 
of his old friend. 

''Dear old Herbert I " I remember him saying, with 
tears m his eyes, I'd give a good deal to smell one of 

his cigars just now." 

This was in allusion to the fact that Dan, who never 
smoked, used to complain, apparently in bitter earnest, 

but really in fun, of the quantity and quality of the 
cigars Herbert was wont to smoke in their joint 
dressing-room at Drury Lane. 

** Thank goodness he knew I didn't mean it, and just 
went on smoking," he added, after a pause. 

The last engagement he fulfilled was at the London 
Pavilion. It was only too apparent to all who then saw 
him that what he had formerly done with such consum- 
mate and spontaneous ease had now become to him a 
burden greater than he could bear. 

Still, the indomitable pluck of the man kept him going 
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tioder a weight that would have crushed most men, and 
be struggled on bravely to the inevitable end, dying, as 
he would have wished to die, practically in harness, on 
the 31st day of October, 1904. 

His funeral was made the occasion of one of the most 
remarkable demonstrations of popular sympathy that 
London has ever seen. The people assembled in their 
thousands to follow their lost favourite to his last resting- 
place, and, in variety as in numbers, the great crowd 
gave striking testimony to the fact that Dan L^no had 
captured the hearts of classes and masses alike. 

So ended, full early, the career of as unique a per- 
sonality as the present generation has seen. We know 
that theatrical reputations are ephemeral, and that to 
the next generation Dan Leno will be merely a name, 
as Gnmaldi is to us now. We know that our grand- 
child rcn will listen, with polite incredulity, to what they 
may describe to themselves as our senile babblings, when 
we claim for Dan Leno a crushing superiority over some 
comedian yet unborn , but to us, wlio knew him, his 
will ever be the gracious memory of a man who did 
much to brighten a dull world ; who strove and endured 
cheerfully and uncomplainingly, gave freely and gener- 
ously, nor was ever known to refuse help to a fellow- 
creature, and, finally, entered into his test without leaving 
a single enemy behind him. 

Mr. Arthur* Collins^ of Drury Lane Theatre, and 
Mr. Frank Glenister, of the London Pavilion, who, by 
reason of their long and intimate business relations with 
him, are eminently qualified to judge of his character- 
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istics, have kindly added their quota to this book in the 
following impressions of Dan X^no as I knew him." 
Mr. Collins writes : — 

" Dan Leno the comedian or Dan Leno the man ? I 
wonder now which of the two I appreciated the more 
highly? Probably the latter^ because I shared the 
com^ian with the world, the man only with his in- 
timates. 

** I have \\ atchcd Dan Leno the comedian ^row from 
a comparatively small salary to a princely remuneration, 
and, during the process, the nature of Dan Leno the 
man changed not at all. He was as loyal, honest, and 
true a worker at the end as he had been at the b^n- 
ning. 

"If genius be really *an infinite capacity for taking 
pains,' then Dan Leno was indeed a geniu& To those 
who merely saw the bright and apparently spontaneous 
performance, it may seem absurd to write of Dan as 

* taking pains/ but those who, like myself, have watched 
and marked the gradual evolution of the idea, can testify 
to the fact that he tried, that he tried hard, and that he 
tried every time. He worked for his reward, and I am 
convinced that, the higher his salary grew, so he worked 
the harder to satisfy his own mind that be was loyally 
and conscicntiuusly earning it. 

" With such an artiste it was, of course, impossible for 
a manager to be on any but the very best of terms, and 
on such terms we were. From long and intimate asso- 
ciation we understood each other, I should say, as well 
as men in our relative positions possibly could under- 
stand one another. Suggestions he was ever ready to 
give or take ; improvements he was quick to see and 
to act upon, and throughout his pantomime career he 
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worked not for himself alone, but for the success of ail 
concerned. Of the excellence of his many performances 
at Drury Lane it is needless for me to speak, since his 
name is written large in the histoiy of that theatre. 
Mingled with my deep regret at his loss, there is a fed- 
ing of pleasure that I was for so many years associated 
with him in his work there, and looking back upon those 
years, I can gratefully think of Dan Leno as I knew him 
at all times — an ever-cheerful worker and an ever-loyal 
friend/' 

From Mr. Frank Glenister we have the following brief 
bat sincere tribute : — 

** To me Leno was always a genial companion in our 
business relations, and his loss to us was indeed very 
great. 

" He will be greatly missed by the many who received 
help at his hands, as he had always a thought for those 
in need, and did many charitable actions that were un- 
known to the outside world." 

And, finally, this record of Dan Leno's career may be 
fittingly concluded by the quotatibn of a few extracts 
from two of the most striking of the many memorial 
notices that were written after his death. 

The first is by ''Tacitus," and appeared in Outlook. 

** In Dan Leno," he writes, "England loses a man of 
genius, whose end is yet another reminder {pace Charles 
Lamb) that great wits are sure to madness near allied. 
Not that he was precisely a great wit; rather a great 
droll ; but great within his hmits he certainly was, and 
probably no one has ever caused more laughter, or 
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cleaner laughter. That was, perhaps, Dan Leno's greatest 
triumph, that the grimy, sordid ruLitcrial of the music- 
hall low comedian, which, with so many singers, remains 
grimy and sordid, and perhaps becomes even more grimy 
and more sordid — ^in his refining hands became radiant, 
joyous; a legitimate source of mirth. 

*' In its nakedness it was still drunkenness, quarrelsome- 
ness, petty poverty, still hunger, even crime ; hut such 
was the native cleanness of this little eager, sympathetic 
observer and reader of life, such was his gift of showing 
the comic, the unexpected side, that it emerged the most 
deh'cious, the gayest joke. He might be said to have 
been a crucible that transmuted mud to gold. . . . Only 
those at all familiar with the music-halls know what a 
loss Dan Leno is. His nature and influence always 
made for sweetness. ... He will be remembered as the 
sweetest-souled comedian that ever swa3fed an audience 
with grotesque nonsense based on natural facts.** 

The second is from the pen of Mr. T. P. O'Connor, 
who writes of him in M. A. P. as follows 

"LENO'S LOVE OF CHILDREN. 

" It was perhaps their sense of his love for them that 
inspired children with such an instinctive love for him. 
And this love was not a mere thing of words. As every- 
body knows, a large number of children are employed 
every year in the Christmas pantomime at Drury Lane. 
Once, at least, every week Dan Leno provided these 
children with a big tea, and, what is more, he never 
relaxed his rule of taking tea along with them. Here 
again you see that he was thinking of the days of 
wretchedness which his own childhood had known. This 
it was that gave him the power of ready sympathy, aod 
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tiie need for charity to the children of other parents and 

other times. It was his dead self he was tending when 
he tended them." 

In reading these and other analyses of Dan Lcno's 
characteristics it is obvious that, while he appealed to 

the public at large as a comic c^cniiis, he was quite as 
fascinating a study to the thinking few from the point 
of view of a wonderful and striking personality. To 

many the man himself was more interesting than the 
comedian. 

That he was many*sided is best shown by the fact 

that, despite the myriad articles written about and around 
him, s > many observant writers were able to discuss him 
from their own original standpoint, as he appealed to 
them personally ; and yet, while each critic found some 
dominant characteristic that struck him more forcibly 
than the rest, they were all agreed on two points — he 
was a great comedian and a lovable man. 

His loss we feel deeply, and yet, reah'sing that it would 
liave been a still greater loss to us had we never known 
him, we repeat, as we think of him, with mingled pride 
and regret, the words of Hamlet : 

/vioi, yoox Yorick I I knew him wclL" 
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Batten (Lorlng WX Ph.D., S.T.D. 
tiaa ri a f ee to riiitba PUl^'; ' 
School THB BBBRBW>Ra] 

r Sva. 3 J. 6d. nrt. 

Beaman(A. HulmeX PONS ASIN9RUM ; 
OR^GUIM^TO 
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iMTd (W. 8.> See Junior 
Series And (be Befinnn^s Books. 

Beckford (Peteri thoughts on 

HUNTING. Edited by J. Orno Paget, 
and Illustrated G. H. liOJJLND. Stcmtd 

Beokford (Wmiam). Sec IJttle Library. 
BeeChing (H. C). M.A., Canon of West- 
minster. Sec Library of Devotion. 

•B«rtii« (Harold), master workers. 

With lllostntiont. Dtmy 8m. jt. 6d. ntt. 

BebnefiiiJaeob). dialogues on the 

SUPERSENSUAL LIFE. Edited by 
Bernard Holland. Fcap. Br-f. 3J. 6*/. 

B«ll00(Hilalr6X PARIS. With Maps and 
Illustrations. Crcvm 8t)«. 6f. 

BeUot(H.H.L.XM.A. THE INNER AND 
MIDDLE TEMPLE. With numerous 
Illustrations. Crtmm 8r«. 6r. Mi^ 
See also L. A. A. Jonei. 

BCDlMit (W. H.X M.A. A PRIMER OF 
THE BIBL& S4€md JSdstim, Cr, 9m 

at. 6</. 

Bennett (W. H.) and Adeney (W. P.). A 
BIBLICAL I.NTRODUCTION. SrccmJ 
SdtiUtu Crown Bmc js. 6J. 

BoniOB (ArchbUhop). GODS BOARD: 

Communion Addresses. Fca/. 3/. 6d. 

Hit. 

Benson' (A C), m a. Sec Oxford Bio- 
mphie<i. 

Benson (R. M.). the way OF HOLI- 
NESS: a Devotional Commentary on the 
119th Psalm. Crwm 8ro. 5/. 

Btrnard (B. B.), M.A^ Canon of Salisbury. 
THB BN0LI8H BONDAY. 9^. 
xt. 6Y. 

Bertoncti (Baroneu d«V THE LIFE 

OF father IGNATIUS, O.S.B., THE 
MONK OF LLANTHONY. With lllus. 
lratioa<L ZViwy Stw. tot. 6d. lui. 
A Colonial Edition ta also pttbUahed. 

BetliMn-BdwardsdL). HOMB LIFE IN 

FRANCE. With many Illustmtions. 
Stepfid Rdition. Demy 8p<i. ^t. td. tut. 

Bethune-Baker (J. F.). M.A., Fellow of 
PmfanlM College, CttDbri^ SeeUiad- 
hoo hi oTThoolecy. 

BIdai (M.). Sec Bymnlinc Texts. 

Biggs (0. R« D.). D-D. -See Churchman's 
Bible. 

FAITH. With letiidaeiioiM mm Noim. 

Ctvmm dufc. dr. 

BiVFon CLawwnee). TBB DEATH OF 
nSbAlCANPOTHBR POEMS. Crwmm 



•WILLIAM BLAKE. In s 
QmmrU, £1, is. tmch. VuL I. 

~ (Etllrt^ See Little Books on Art. 

See l U— HH d Pbcket 

Blake C lUlamy. Sec IHutiMtod fedM 

Library and Little Library. 



BUBlaild 

Devotion. 

Bloom (T. Harrey), M.A. SHAKE- 
SPEARE'S GARDEN. ^Itbtnus- 
tratioos. Fca^. 8<w. yt. 6d, ; iimiker, 4/. 6d, 
net. 

Blonet (Henri). See The Becinner's Books. 
Boardman (T. H-), M.A. See Text Books 

of Trchnology. 
Bodlej (J. B. C). Aoibor of ' France.' THE 

CORONATION OF EDWARD VIL 

Demy 8Mb Bf CoBuninrt of Ihe 

King. 

Body (Oeorre). D.D. THE SOUL S 

PILGRIMAGE : Devotional Reading 
from his published Mfed unpubU:>hed vritiogik. 
Selected and arranged by J. H. Bmw. &IX 
F. R. S. E. Patt 8w. ar. 6d, 

BonaCCardlnaD. See Library of I 

Boon (7. ex See Commercial Scries. 

Borrow (Oeorge). See Little Library. 

Bos (J. BitMmaX AGRICULTURAL 
ZOOLOGY. Translated by J. R. Axkv 
WORTH Davis, M. A. With an latrvxiucticwi 
by Elsamok a. Ormbkod, F.iuS. With 
iSsIHomatiMM. CiWMtMk TMESMam 
IX. 6d, 

Botting (C. O.X aA EASY GREEK 
EXERCISES. Crmm 8c^. Mw See eke 
Junior Examination Scries. 

Boolton ^. 8.x M.A. GEOMBTET 081 

MODERN Ll NFS. CrownZv0. MM. 

•Boulton (William B.). THOMAS 
GAINSBOROUGH: His Ufe, TiM, 
Work, Sitters, and Friends. With 40 IQea* 
trations. DrmyZve. 71. 6./. iwr. 

SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS. With 49 
IBustrations. Vemytva. jt. 6J. net. 

Bowden (B. ILX THE imitation OF 
BUDDHA: Being Quoutioos fraos 
Buddhist Literature for each Day Im Ae 
Year. Fiflk Edition. Cnmmt6m9. mM.6d. 

B(nle(W.{. CHRISTMAS AT THB ZOa 
with Verses by W. 1'ovle and 14 Colo*irrd 
Pictures by H. B. Neilson. Su^r i^ay^U 
l6ma, as. 

Brabant(7.0.XM.A See The Lirtlr Guide*. 

Brodrlck(Mary)andXorton(Andersoii\ 

A CONCISE HANDBOOK OF EGYP- 
TIAN ARCH/EOLOGY. With maor 
Illustrations. Cr&wn Sva. yt. 6d. 

Brooke (A. 8..) M.A. SLINGSBY AND 
SLINGSBY CASTLE. With maoylUiP- 
tmtions. Crvwn 5f f. jt. dd. 

Brooks (E. W. i See Byzantine Tests.. 

Brown (P. H.X Fjceser Professor of Andsit 

gcottish) History at Mm Univcrncyof Bdio* 
irgh. SCOTLAND IN THB TTMB or 
QUEEN MARY. Demy%oc. jt.Cd.^L 
Browne fSlr ThomasX S«e Methueci 

Standard Library. 
Brona (0. L.). THE BSARX OF 
JAFKN. IHustrated. TkM 



te#. 4x. ; «/x# Demy 8i v 



Edld 

6d. 
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frowning (Robert). See Little Library. 

Backl&nd (Prancia T.). CURIOSITIES 
OF NATURAL HISTORY. With Illus- 
tmioos by Harry B. Nkiuon. Crvwn 
tow. y. td, 

Inekton (A. M.). the burden of 

ENGELA : a L'.albil-Epic. Second Edi- 

tUm, CrtnvH 8tr<r. 3/. td, net. 
UGER HEART : A Mystery Play. Third 

Editicn, CroTvn 8w. \s. net. 
Bodce (E. A Wallia). THE GODS OF 

THE EGYPTIANS. With over 100 

Coloured Pbtes and many II lustrations. 

T^oV'olumei. RoyalZvo. £,2, yx. net. 
Ban CPaul), Army Chatjlain. GOD AND 

OUR SOLDIERS. CnwwBev. 6*. 
A Colonial Edition is also published. 
WUlty (BliMX See Social (Questions Series. 

nsnjx (John). THE pilgrim s pro- 

Ck£SS. Edited, with an Introduction, 
C H- Firth, M.A. With 39 lllusira- 

Uoat by R. Anning Bell. Cr. %va. (a. 

Sm also Library of Devotion and Metbuen's 

SCandard Library, 
tosh (p. J ), M.A., F.R.S. A MANUAL 

or ELECTRICAL SCIENCE. With 
^Unerous Illustrations. Crown &vo. v. 

■Brnss (Oelett). GOOPs and fiow 

TO BE THEM. With numerous IllusUa- 
tioas. Small ^ta. 6s. 
toka (Eilmuzid). See Methuen's Standard 
Library. 

im(A. B.), D.D., Prebendary ©f Lichfield. 
See Handbooks of Theology. 

(J. H.), B. D. See Library of Devotion. 

ima&d (Sir F. ax records and 

HEMINISCENCKS, PERSONAL AND 
GENERAL. With a Portrait by H. v. 
H«wcoMBR. Cfown Bpo. Fourth and 
Chta^r Edition. 6s. 
A Colonial Edition is also published. 
B8XU (Robert), THE POEMS OF. 
Edited by Andrew Lang and W. A. 
•TmuGl*. With Portrait Third Edition. 
Dentr 8va, filt toi. ts. 
KBmAlde (W. F.), M.A. OLD TESTA- 
MENT HISTORY FOR USE IN 
SCHOOLS. Croum 8w. y. 6d. 

m (Am«d). See Illustrated Pocket 

(F. W.), D.D., Fellow and Vice, 
ident of Brasenose College, Oxford. 
HRISTIAN THEOLOGYAND 
lOCIAL PROGRESS: The Barap. 
Lectures for 1905. Demy Zvo. 12s. 6d. 

(JOMpb). See Methuen's Standard 

(AlfredX D D. See Handbooks 
^ Theology. 

rood (D. B.), Headmaster of the Nor- 
School, Edinburgh. TEST CARDS 
EUCLID AND ALGEBRA. In three 
ikets of 40, with Answers. \s. each. Or 
thzcc Books, price ad,^ 2d., and 



Cambridge (Ada) [Mrs. J. THIRTY 
YEARS IN AUSTRALIA Dtmj Stv 
js. 6d. 

A Colonial Edition is also published. 
Canning (George). See Little Library. 
Caper (E. F. HO- See Oxford Biographies. 
Careieas (Jobn). See Illustrated Pocket 

Library. 

Carlyle (Thomaa). THE FRENCH RE- 
VOLUTION. Edited by C. R. L. 
Fletchkr, Fellow of Magdalen College, 
Oxford. Three Volumex. Crown 8rv. 

THE LIFE AND LETTERS OF OLIVER 
CROMWELL. With an Introduction 
by C. H. Firth, M.A., and Notes and 
Aopendices by Mrs. S. C. Lomas. Three 
Volumes. Demy %vo. iSs. not. 

Carlyle (R. M. and A. J.), M.A. See 

l-cadcrs of Religion. 

•Caiiwnter (Margaret). THE CHILD 

IN ART. With numerous Illustrations. 
Crown Bvo. 6s. 

Cbamberlln (WUbur R). ORDERED 

T O C n I N A. Crcnvn Svo. 6s. 

A Colonial Edition is also published. 

Channer (C. C.) and Roberta (M. E-X 

LACE-MAKING IN THE MIDLANDS. 
PAST AND PRESENT. With 16 full- 
page Illustrations. Crotun Svo. os. 6d. 
(Hiatterton (ThomasX See Methuen's 

hLaiidarJ Library. 

Chesterfield (Lord), THE LETTiiRS OF, 
TO HIS SON. Edited, with an Introduc- 
lion by C. Strachey, and Notes by A. 
Calthrop. Tu>o Volumet Cr. Ivo. laj. 

•Cliesterton (Q. K.). DiCKENS. With 

Portraits and Illustrations. Demy 6vo. 

7S. 6d. net. 
A Colonial Edition is also publiahed. 
Christian (F. W.) THE CAROLINE 

ISLANDS. With many Illustrations and 

Maps. Demy Bvo. 1 2s. 6d. net. 
(Jlcero. See Classical Translations. 
Clarke (F. A), M.A See Leaders of 

Religion. 

(Heather (A L.) and (Trump (R). 

RICHARD WAGNERS MUSIC 
DRAMAS : Interpretations, embodying 
Wagner's own explanations. In Four 
Volumes. Fcap Bvo. as. 6d. each. 
Vol. I.— Thk Ring or the Nibelung. 
Vol- II.— Parsikal, Lohengrin, and 

The Holy Graiu 
Vol. III. — Tristan and Isolde. 
Clinch (0. ) See The Little Guides. 
ClOUgh (W. T.\ See Junior School Book*. 
Coast (W. G). B.A. EXAMINATION 
PAPERS IN VERGIL. CrownBvo. 2s. 
Cobb (T.). See Little Blue Books. 
•Cobb (W. F.)^ M.A. THE BOOK OF 
PS.\LMS: with a Commentary. Demy 
Bvo. Tox. 6d. net. 
Coleridge <8. T.), SELECTIONS FROM. 
Edited 1 y ARTHUR Symons. Fca/. tvo. 

24. 6d. M4t. 



Digitized by Google 



MeSSKS. MEtHOEM'S CaTALOGUB 




Otfllilll (W. B.X M.A. See Chnichmaa'i 

Library. 

ColomUL HYPNEROTOMACHIA POLI- 
PHILI UBI HUMANA OMNIA NON 
NISI SOMNIUM ESSE DOCET 
ATQUE OBITER Pl.URIMA SCITU 
SANE QUAM DIGNA COMMEMO- 
RAT. An edition limited to 350 copies on 
handnAdejwper. F^H^ Tkrt*Gmmu»9^, 

Oombe (WUliaxn). See Illustrated Packet 
Library. 

Qook (A. M.), M. A. See E. C MarchanU 
OoqIMlqlAr (B. W*X See Sodal Qnes- 

tions Series. 
CoreUl (Marie). THE PASSING OF THE 

GREAT QUEEN: A Tribute to the 
Noble Life of Victoria Regina. Small 

A CHRl'sTMAS GREETING. Sm.^to. 1*. 
CorlO'an (AllceX See Little Books on Art. 

Ootas(EoMinai7). DANTE'S garden. 
With • Frouupieoe. Stc^ EditUm, 
Fet^ tewi sr. A; kmiktr, yt. 6d. tuL 
BIBLB FLOWERS. With a ~ 
tuA Plan. Fca^. iva. u. (>d. rut. 

ley (Abraham). See Little Library. 
^ (WmUm). THE POEMS OF. 
Edited with an Introduction and Notes by 
J. C. Bailey, M A. With Illustration*, 
indadiag two unpubUabed designs by 
WtLUAM BuucB. 7W 1^0huim. Demy 
%vo lof. 6eL net. 
Cox (J. Cbarlei), LL.D., F.S.A. See Little 
Gaides, The Aatiqwr'' Books, oad AneioBt 
Cities. 

Ooz (Harold). B.A. See Soehl Qoestioiis 

Series, 

Crabbe (Qttorge). See Little Library. 
Onlgl«(iriLV APRIMBROrBURNS. 

CfowH 8fv. sf. d£ 
OrtikCHn.). See Little Library. 
Crasbaw (BiCbard). See Little Library. 
Crawford (P. a.). See Mary C. Danson. 
CtoUlh (W.\ BRYAN KING. With a 

Portrnit Crtnim Zvo. \t. 6d. net. 

CnHkahank (0.) THE LOVING BAL- 
LAD OF LORD BATEMAN. With ix 
Plates. Cr0vm s6«m. i«. (xL tut, 
Wnm the odbioB poblisbed bjr C TSU, 

t8ii. 

Crump (B.). See A. Clcather. 

CunliffO (P. H. E.), Fellow of All .SouU* 
CoUmc, Oxford. THE HISTORY OF 
THiTBOER VAB. With wtty lOm- 
tratioDS, Plans, and Portraits, in 9 WSfr. 
Quarto, i^s. eatk. 

OintS (E. L.), D.D. See Leaders of Religion. 

Danlell (Q. M.A. See Leadecs of 

Religion. 

DaxiBon (Mary C.) and Crawford (P. 
O.). FATHERS IN THE FAITH. 
Smmtt i0# If* td, 

|>ante. LA commedia di dante. 

The Italian Text edited by Pacbt Toynbxs, 



♦THE PURGATORIO OF DANTE. 
Translated into Spenserian Proee by C 
GoKi '.N Wright. With ibo ~ 
Fca^. 8v0. 9S. td, ndt. 
See also Paget Toynbee and Little 1 

I>arleT (0«Org«> See Little Library. 

•D'Arcy (R. r ), M.A. A NEW TRIGON- 
OMETRY FOR BBOINIIBBS. 
Sm. si. (>d. 

DBvenport (CttII). See 

Libraryand Little Books on Alt. 
^DarlS (H. W. O, M A, FeUow and Tutor 
oTBalhol College, Author of ' CbarlemagM* 
ENGLAND UNDER THE NORMAia 
AND ANGBVINS: io66-to7s> Whk 
Maps end ntastsstkias. IHm^hm. 9m.U 

DawBon (A. J.). MOROOOOl Botec ■ 

bundle of jottings, notea, imprrssioiai, 
tales, and tnbutes. With many lUttSlza* 
tions. Demyiioe. lOf. 6</. Hrt. 

De«at(A.a)i See U tt k Ubc ay y. 

MlbMfLMnX TRBMBTRICSYSmi. 

Crentm f 3j. 

Doxnoatlienea. THEOLVNTHIACS AND 
PHILIPPICS. TransUied npoo 
priigpile byOTMo Hwiowd 

Dexnoithenea AGAINST CONOn .^^•T> 

CALLICLES. Edited witb Note* aoc 
Vocabulsiy, hf V. DaawiN Sorirr, BCJL 

Fca^, 8vtf. 91. 
DiCkenKCliarletX See Little Library nx-i 
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Dickinson (Smily). pukms. 

Crtntm 6va. 41. 6d. net. 
Dickinson (0. L). M.A., Fellow of Kinct 
College, Cambridce. THE QKh,MX 
VIEW OF LIFB. riM 
Cfwn 8vw> sf. 6^ 



METEORO] 
Bvff. IS, 6d. 
Dilke (Lady). See Sodal Qoestiem S^^nso. 
Dillon (EdwardX SeaOOoaoisseitr'ALanvf 
Ditdifleld ( P. H.X M. A., P.S. A. 
THE STORY OF OUR ENGIT^ 
TOWNS. With en tatrodaccioo 
AvGvsrm Jsssorr, IXDl Stemd JUtHm- 
Crown Stw. it. 
OLD ENGLISH CUSTO.MS : Evtaot s 
the Present Time. Crc^vm 8r«. fie. 9m 
also Metboen's Half •crown Libraty. 
Dixon (W. n\ U,h. A FRUOni 01 
TENNYSON. Seemel EdMmu C^mm 
8p«. 31. 6d, 
ENGLISH POETRY FROM BLAKB 
BROWNING. SttmdSdMm. Om^ 

Dole (N.'H.). FAMOUS COMrOSF.Ri 
With Portrait*. Tw y^mmti. Draf 
%90. lai. net. 

DWMT (May). SONGS OF XHB RBAL 
Crwmm %V0. xt. 64. net. 
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taydAt (JamM). the man in the 

PULPIT. Crown Zvo. as. tut. 

Iknrden (J.X D.D., Lord Bishop of SdlD. 
burgh. See Churchman's Library. 

Dni^e (O') See Books on Business. 

fidftr (S.B.XD.D.,D.CL.» CuMo of Christ 
Chorcb, Regius Profeaor of Hebrew is tiio 
University of Oxford. SKRMONS ON 
SUBJECTS CONNECTED WITH THE 
OLD TESTAMENT. Crvww 8««. U. 
See also Westminster Commentaries. 

SE|1UinH4. B.). See Little Books on Art. 

M^ald «3iarles). See Books on Business. 

taCftn (8. J.) (Mrs. CoTKs), Author of 'A 
Vovace of Consolation.' ON THL OTHER 
SIDE OF THE LATCH. SetwmdEditim, 
Crvwm Svc, 6j. 

Daui (J* T.), D. Sc. , and Mundella (Y. AA 
GfiNKRAL ELEMENTARY SCIENCE. 
WKh SX4 nhistiBtioBt. Sm0md JSdM^ 

Critvn Bvif. xs. 6d, 

Donstan (A. E.). B.Sc. See J unior School 

Bo:>ks.. 

tatUUB (XIWBMi A REPORT ON 
CANADA. ¥nth an btrodvelofy Kola. 

Dettrr ?r 4J. fift. 
Dntt ("W. A-). A POPULAR GUIDE TO 

NORFOLK. MtMttmBva. 6d. tut, 
THE NORFOLK BROADS. With 

oaloored and other Illustrations by Fhank 

SouTHCATK. Latjt Drnt^ 8m. 6c. Sm 

also The Little Guides. 
Iirle (John). Bishop of Saltshory. MICRO- 

COSMOGRAPHIE. or A PIECE OF 

THE WORLD DISCOVERED; in 

ESSAVBS AMD CHAMACTSn. Ftti 161IM. 
at Mr/. 

Uflumdf, <lItjor J. B.). R.B.; D.A.Q.- 

M-OSee W. Birkheck Wood. 
EdVUrdfl (Cnement). See Social Questions 
Scries. 

£dVmrdA (W. DongUlX See Conmodal 

Dian (Piflra). Sm inwstratud Pocket 

Library. 

^Eferton (H. E,). M. A. A HISTORY OF 
BRITISH COLONIAL POLICY. New 
and Cheaper Issue, Demy Zvo. "js. 6d, $ui. 
A Colonial Edition is a.ho published. 

BlAtgr (0. O.). Sec The Little Guides. 

JOmUmCF- CL). See S. r. Stone. 

EUwood (Thomas), th>: HISTORY OF 

THE LIFE OF. E iitcd by C G. Crump, 
M..\. Cr0amito. 6s. 

£B£el (B.X A HISTORY OF ENGLISH 
UTERATURE: From its Beginning to 
Tennyson. Translated firon lb* German. 
Dtmy Bw. 71. td. tut. 

JBnMXlUB. A Book called in I^atin EX- 
CHIRIDION MILITIS CHRISTIANI, 
and in English the Manual of the Christian 
Knight, replenished with most wholesome 
pgccepfSt made by the famotu clerk Erasmus 
«f Rotaraam^ to Ihe which b added n new 



From the edition printed by Wynken de 
Worde for John Byddeli, 1533. 

\t. dd. net. 

Fairbrother (W. H.), M. A. THE PH i LO- 
SOPHY OF T. H. GRBBN. .^MMHf 
Edition. Cratim 8mi. tfA 

Flunmr (Reginald). THB GARDEN OP 

ASIA. Hecond I-iiU'wH. Crown^ot* 6*. 
A Colonial Edition is also published. 
Ferrier (SusanX See Little Library. 
FUUar (T. fllartan^ Jd^Inst. C.£. See 

Books on Business. 

Fielding (BMU7). Saa Madraan'a Standard 

Library. 

Finn (8. w.X A. Saa Jnnior Emminaiion 

Senes. 

Firth (C. H.), M.A- CROMWEI.I/S 
ARMY: A Historv of the English Soldier 
during the Civil Wars, the Common wealth* 
and the Protectorate. Crvwn Zvo, 6s. 

Fisher (O. WX M.A. annals OF 

SHREWSBURY SCHOOL. Withnumer- 
ous Illustrations. Demy Zvo. xoj. 6./. 

FitaOmld (SdwardL .TUB RUSAIYAt 
OF OMARKHAYV'AM. Printed from 

the Fifth and last Edition. With a Com- 
mentary by Mr-i. Stephe-n Bat^om, and a 
Biography of Om.ir by E. D. Ross. Cw m m 
Zvo. Cs. See also ^liniatu^e Library. 

Flecker (W. H.X M.A., p.CL., Headmaster 
of tba Dean CIu>e School, Cheltenham. 
THB STUDENTS PRAYER BOOK. 
Ptut I. MoBiiiNG AND Evening Pxavkk 
AND Litany. With an Introduction and 
Notes. Crown Sfo. 2s. 6</. 

Flux (A. W.), M.A., William Dow Professor 
of Political Economy in M'Gill University, 
MontieaL ECONOMIC PRINCIPLES. 

Dcu;yZ:o. td. net. 

FortesCUe (Mrs. G.) See Little Books on 
Art. 

Fraser (DavldX A MODERN cam- 
paign; OR, WAR AND WIRELESS 
TELEGRAPHY IN THE FAR EAST. 

Illustrated. Crown Zvo. df. 
A Colonial Edition is also i)ublished. 

Fraser (J. P.). ROUND THE WORLD 

ON A WHEEL. With 100 Illustration^^ 
Fourth Edition Croivn ivo. 6s. 
A Colonial Edition is also poUished. 
Franch (W.), M. A. See Textbooks of Tech< 

nolocy. 

Freudenreich (Ed. von), dairy baC- 

TEKIOLUGY. A Short Manual for the 
Use of Studeoti. Translated by J. R. 
AiNSworrH Davis, If. A. Seeomd EiiHwm 

Rnn'sed. Crown Zvo. ae.td. 
Fulford (H. W.), M.A. .See Churchmans 
Bible. 

0. O.. and F. C. 0. JOHN BULL S AD. 
VENTURES IN THE FISCAL WON- 

DERL.\ND. By CitARLas Gkakk. With 
i 46 Illustrations by Y. Cakrutheks Gould. 
I Second Edition. Crown Bro. is. net. 
iOaUlO&UKW.K.). Sea ThaLitUa Guides. 



Digitized by Google 



8 Messrs. Metuuen's Catalogue 



Po^^f-t f.ibrary. 

Ga^keU (Mrs.). See Little Library. 

Oasquet. the Right K«nAl|bol,OlSbB. Sm 
Antiquary's Books. 

Oeorn(H. B.), M.A., Fellow of New Collect, 
Orford. BATTLES OF ENGLISH HIS- 
TORY. With numerous Plans, Fourth 
EdiHen. Revised, with a new Chapter 
including the South African War. CrewM 

A HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY OF THE 
BRITISH EMPIRE. Cnnt/n Bzhp. js. 6^. 

mmuM (H. de B-X Litt.D.. M A IN- 
DUSTRY IN ENGLAND : HISTORI- 
CAL OUTLINES. WithsMapfc TlUnl 
Edition, Dtmy 8tw. tot. td. 

A COMPANION GERMAN GRAMMAR. 

THE INDUSTRIAL HI.STORY OF 

ENGLAND. Ttntk Edition. Rcviltd. 

With Maps and Plans. Cronm too, %i, 
ENGLISH SOCIAL REFORMERS. 

Second Edition. Crown 8tv. qi. 6d. 

See also Commercial Series and Social 

Questions Series. 

Olttbon (Edward). THEDECUNEAND 
FALL OP THE ROMAN BMVtXS. 

A New Edition, edited with Notes, Appen- 
dices, and Map^, by J. B. BuRY, M.A., 
Iitt.D., Regius Professor of Greek at Cam- 
Widge. /» Stvtn Vohmm* IJemjf 8m» 
Giti tof, 8r. f>d. tmch, Ah9^ Cfvwm %^ 
6s. teuH. 

MEMOIRS OF MY LIFE AND WRIT- 
INGS. Edited, with an Introduction and 
Nous, bf G. BiBKncK Hill, LUD. 
CrMM tvo, 6«. 

See also Methuen's Standard Library-. 
QilMOIl (B. 0. 8.), D.D.. Lord liishop of 
Gloucester. See Wcttninster Commentaries, 
Handbook* of Tbaolonr, and Oxford Bio> 

OtfEertCA*. R.). Sre Little Book ? on Art. 

Oodf^v (EllzabeUi). A BOOK OF RE- 
MEMBRANCi:. Sttomd JUUhm, Fkt^, 
too. ar. td. tut. 

9Mjlff (A D.). M.A, Fellow of Magdalen 
College, Oxford. LYRA FRIVOLA. 
Third Edition. Fca^. Zvo, a*. 6d, 

VERSES TO ORDER. Smmd JUUSfm, 
Fca/. Svo. as. 6/. 

SECOND STRINC;S. Fern*. Boo. ai. 6d. 

Ooldsmitll (OUW). THE VICAR OF 
WAKEFIELD. With 14 Cokmred PUtes 
W T. RowLAitsiOM. X0jmitm, 0m 
Gmmom mt. 

Reprinted from the edition of 18 1 7. Also 
Fcmp. %9m». N\ ith 10 Plates in Photo- 
gravure by TooY johannoU Ltather.*s.(>d, 
not. See also llTustrated Pocket ijfaraqr 

' and Methuen's Standard Library. 

Ooodrlob Freer <A». IN A SYRIAN 

SABDL«. Dsmy %oo. js. 6d. not. 
Ckmdce (H. L.). M.A., Principal of Wells 



TheologialColkct. SeeWiMiBiMtBrOa» 

men tanes. 

Graliajn (P. Andenon). See Social Qoeft- 
tiolu Series. 

QnamiF, 8.). M.A., Utt.IX PSYCH- 
OLOGY. Stetmd AfidHM. Cnmm 9m. 

THE SOUL OF A CHMSTIAN. Crtmm 

Bva. 6s. 

Gray (E. H'QuaflnkGERMAN PASSAGES 
FORUNSEBNTRAMSLATION. CVm 

Sr'0. 3S. 6d. 
Gray (P.L.). B.Sc THE PRINCI7t.CS Of 

MAGNETISM AND ELECTRICITY: 
an Elementary Text- Book. With mMi 
Diagrams. Croam Bw. jx, td. 

areen (0. BnnMand), M.A.. AadsM 

Master at Edinburgh Academy , late FeOow 

of St. John's College, Oxon. NOTES ON 
GREEK AND LATIN SYNTAX. Cromm 
Boo. y. 6d. 

Oreea (£. T.), HA. Sw ChncfaBn't 

Library. 

Oreenidw (A- H. J.). M.A. A HISTORY 
OF ROME: During the Later Republic 
and the Early Prindpate^ im Six KrAnwx. 
J^0mgfiv0, VoL l.(i2}ao«i.cX sot. 6^ 
itot. 

OreenweU (Dora). See Miniature Librarr. 

<»"!fiS"T is* ^> THE VAULT OF 
HEAVBlf. A Popular Introdoctioo te 
AauoBOMf. Witb awnerom UbatxnJtkni^ 

Gregory iWm 8m likntty tt 

Devotion. 

OreTille Minor. A MODBRK JOURNAL 
Edtt^ b^ J. A. SnPiMS. Omm 9m. 

Gilnling id H-). A HISTORY OF THE 
GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY, 
i845-o<. With Illustrations. Revbed,vitb 

_ an aqditiooal ch^net. Zfotmj^took loc ML 

OnA>1>(&0l)i See Itartboohs^Ted hn dhgT . 

Ouinnr (Louisa I.). HLRKf.ll 

FROUDE : Memoranda and CV-rnmeols. 
Illustrated. DemyBvo. xos.td.net. 
*aw7XUl (K. L.). A BIRTHDAY BOOK. 
New and cheaper \mm. Rofm.1 Bvo. 5/. mi. 

Hackett (Jolm\ b.d. a ifiSTORY or 

THE ORTHODOX CHURCH Of 
CYPRUS. With Mapi sad 'tTf'^i r 

Demy 8cv. 15s. not. 
Haddon (A. C.). Sc.D., F.R.S. READ* 

HUNTERS, BLACK, WHITE, AND 
BROWN. With many lUuitrations and a 
Map. DrmyZvo. iji. 
Hadfleld (R.A.). See Sodal Quotioos 
Series. 

HaU (R. K.) and Neal (W. O.). THE 
ANCIENT RUINS OF RHODESIA 
With numerous Illustrations. Soeond 
Edition, reoisod. Demy too. tos. 6dl mtt. 

HaU (B. GREAT ZIMBABWE 

With numerous Plans aad IBBHlntiBab 
RoytUBvo. zxs. not. 
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Hamlltfln <F« i,), D.Dt. See Byancioe 

Texu. 

Buomond (J. L.). Charles james 

rOX : A Bk^graphical Study. J?tiiyf tew. 

Hannay (D.). A SHORT HISTORY OF 
THE ROYAL NAVY, Feom Early 
TiMM TO TU PUOHfT Dat. IDustrated. 
Tv>c Volumes. Den^ IfM yf. ^ tmck, 
VoL L I200-I683. 

Eaimay (James O.K M.A. THE SPIRIT 
AND ORIGIN OF CHRISTIAN 
UONASTICISU. CnnmZv0,6$, 

THE WISDOM OFTHBDBSSRT. Ct9»n 
Bbm. 2S. tt^. net. 

BtfB. (A. T.J. M.A. THE CONSTRUC- 
TION OF LARGE INDUCTION COILS, 
widi oumcRNU Diagrams. Dtn^ %tHk 6t, 

BMmh (Clifford), reading AND 

READERS. F(aA 8sw. u, 6d. 
BaMthanm (■MOMOldl. See Littk 

Library. 

EtaXh (Frank B.). See The Little Guides. 

Hfltll (DudleyX See Connoisseur's Library. 

BtilO (EniMt^. STUDIES IN SAINT- 
SHiF. Tramlated from the French by 
V. M.Crawkorp. FcapZvo. -Ks.dd. 

'Bendenon (B. W.), Fellow of Exeter 
CoHege, Oxford. THE LIFE AND 
PRINCIPATE OF TH£ £Mf£ROR 
NBROl With ninstrmliom. Hwm mmd 
chta^er- tssur. Detftv Zt'o. js. 6<{. net. 

EeaderaOIl (T. F.). See Little Library and 
( 'Jiford liiographies. 

ficalay ( W. Sm MeUmcB'sHalX^Croirn 

Library. 

Benley <W. E.) and Wliibley (aK See 

lidetbucn's Half>Crown Library. 
Bnson ( H. H. ), B. D. , Canon ofAVestSiiMler. 

APOSTOLICCHRISTIANITY: As Illus- 
traled by the Epistles of St. I'aul to the 
Corinthians. Crmvn Sro. 6>*. 

UGUT AND L&AVEN : HitTOKiou. and 

Social Sbmioms* CtvmmMm*, 6a 
DISCIPLINE ANB LAW. Fc^ %»c. 

Herbert (aoorge). See Library of Devotion. 

Herbert of Cberbnxy (Lmd). See Mioiap 

tare Library. 
EewinB (W. A. 8.). B.A. ENGLISH 
TRADE AND FINANCE IN THE 
8SVBNTBBNTH CENTURY. Crtmm 
ivef. at. 6dL^ 
Hewltfc (Etntf M.) A GOLbLX DIAL 

f-c^p. y.vo. IS. tti. net. 
BurWOO^. (WS PALIO AND PONTE : 
A Rook of Tteean Guma lUniiialcd. 
Rcyal^tfo. ai# nti. 
HUbart <T.). See Little Blue Books. 
Bin ( Clare). See Textbooks of Technology. 
BUI (H«IXy).B.A,Hea<linastexof the Boy's 
HU^h School, Weeoefttcr, Cue Cokwy. A 
SOL'TH AFRICAN ARITaMKriC 
CrmuH%oo» 3«. &dl 

"~" " (Bmfd 0L> WITH THE 

A 



BOER FORCES. With a4 IIU 
Second Edition. Crown hvo. ts. 
A Colonial Edition is also published. 

Hobhoose (Emily). THE brunt of 

THE WAR. With Map and Illustrations. 

Croivn Zvo. 6.f. 
A Colonial Edition is also published. 
HobhouBe <L T.), Fellow of dec, Oxford. 

THE THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE. 

Detny Bvo. los. 6<f. net. 
H0baon(J. A), M A. INTERNATIONAL 

TRADE : A Studv of Economic PrinciplcA 

Cmtfiv 8tv. 9«. mt. See alto Soda! 

Questions Series. 
HOOgkin <T.), D.C.L. See Leaders of 

Religion. 

Hodnoo (Mrs. A W.). HOW TO 
IDENTIFY OLD CHINESE PORCE- 
LAIN. Post <bvo. 6t. 

Hogg rniomai JeS^non). shelley 

AT OXFORD. With an Introdaetioa Ivy 

R. A. Strbatfkild. Fca/. fir-t*. 7s. net. 
Holden-StOCe (0. de). See Books on 
Business. 

HoldioH (Sir T. H.). K.CLE. THE 
INDIAN BORDERLAND; bcbjr a 
Pertonal Record of Twenty Yran. lllttf 
trated. Demy Bva. los. 6d. net. 

Holdawortb (W. B.). M.A. a HISTORY 
OF EN GUSH LAW. /m Two y^lmmee, 

sor. &/. 9$ett 

•Holt (Emily). THE SECRET OF POPU- 
LARITY. CroitfM&tw. ^s. 6d.net. 
A Colonial Edition b also published. 

Holyookd (CL i.). See Social QaestSani 
Serie*. 

Hone (NathanielJ.). 
Hoppuer. bcc Little Galtertes. 
Horace. See Classical Translations. 
Horsburgh (E. L. S.). M.A. watkrt.OO : 

A Narrative and Criticism. With Plans. 

Second Edition. Cromm%m» 9*. See alto 

Oxford Biographies. 
HortbCACX SeeTesibodkeorTeehnology. 
Horton (B. F.)t I>*I>* 8m Leaden of 

Kcligion. 

HoBie (Alexaadv). manchuria. 

With Illustrations and a Map^ Stcmed 
Edition, Demy %vo. jt. td. net, 

A Colonial Edition is also published. 

How (F. D.). SIX GRK.AT SCHOOL- 
MASTERS. With Portraits and lUnilm. 
tions. Second Edition. Dem^ Zvo. ys, 6d, 

Howell (G.). See Social Questions Series. 

HudBon (Robert). MFiMORlAi s OF A 
WARWICKSHIRE VILLAGE. With 
many Illustrations. DemyZvo. i^t. net. 

Hughes (C. E.). THE PRAISE OF 
SHAKESPEARE. An English Anthol- 
ogy. With a Preface bf StMiKT LOk 
Demy %vo. 3*. dd. net, 

HoA^es (TliomaB). TOM BROWN'S 

SCHOOLDAYS. With an Introduction 
and Notes by Yaamom Rbnoall. Leather, 
ReyeU yu mt k sa tin^urA 
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Hutchinflon (Horace 0.). THE NEW 

FOREST. Illustrated in colour with 
Ko Pictures by Walter Tyndale and 4 
bjr Mbs Lucy Kkmf Welch. Largt 
Dtmy im«, 21s, tut. 
Button (A. W.k M*A Set Lentet of 
Religion. 

Bntton (Edwttdk THE cities of 
UMBRIA. mil neny lUustmioos, of 
vlndiaoMeiBColottr.byAPiSA. Crmm 

ENGLISH LOVE POEMS. Edited with 

an Introduction. Fcap.Zvc. %s.6d.Mei. 
Button <E. H.). See LcMlen of RcUgioik 
Button (W. a.), M.A. THE LIFE OF 

SIR THOMAS MORE. With Portraits. 

Stcafid Edition. Crown 8w. 5^. See also 

Leaders of Relicion. 
Byett (F. A.). A SHORT HISTORY OF 

FLORENCE. Demv^vo. 71. 6d. nft. 
UNMB (HenrUc). brand. a Drama. 

TVuMiated by William Wilson. TAsrti 

SdHi^m, C99m$9vo. y.6d. 
Inge (W. R.), M..\., Fellow and Tutor of 

Hertford College, Oxford. CHRISTIAN 

IfYSTICISlf* llie Rampton Lectures for 

1899. Dfrny Hwu im. 6m, tut* See alto 

UbhtfToflSe^tiML 
Innei(A. D.). M.A. A HISTORY OF THE 

BRITISH IN INDIA. With Maps and 

Plans. Crown %x>o. 6x. 
•ENGLAND UNDER THE TUDORS. 

With Maps. Demy tvc. lOti td. rut 
*Jaoklon (O. E.), B.A.. Science Ma'.tcr at 

Bradford Grammar School EXAMPLES 

IN PHYSICS. Croum ttnt, 2S.6d. 
Jackson (8.), M A See Commercial Series. 
Jackfton (F. Hamilton). See The Little 

Guides. 

Jagg^,), M.A. See Junior Examination 

Jeaai (J. Stephen). See Social Qttri o n s 

Series and Business Books. 

JemreyBCD. awyn). DOLLY'S THEATRI- 
CALS. Dctcnbad and lUustxated with 94 
Colonred Pictures. SMf>erRoyai\6im.*B»Ul, 

JtmUkM (B.), M.A., Reader of Law in the 
University of Oxford. ENGLISH LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT. Cnmm Bvo. ax. 6d. 
J6nner (ktn, H.). See Little Books on Art 
Jetaopp (AugUBtueX D.D. See Leaders of 
Religion. 

Jeroni (F. B.), M.A., Utt.D., Priacmal of 
HadMd Hall. Durham. See Chnicfcitn't 

Library and Handbooks of Theology. 

Johnaen (Mrs. Barha m ). WILLIAM BOD- 
HAM DONNE AND HIS FRIENDS. 
With 1 Ihutrmtions. Dem^ 8ml sot. 6d, tuL 

JohoBtoa (Sir B. B.). K.CB. BRITISH 

CRNTRAL AFRICA. With nearly 200 
Ilietrations and Six Maps. Second Edition. 
Crmon Ato. iSx. tut. 

*Jon« qs. Orompten). POEMS OF the 
INWBR LIFE. Selected by. EkvemtA 



Jonte (H.). See Commercial Series. 

Jonee (I*. A. Atherley). ICC. M.P., 
BeUot (Hu«h a L.). THE MINERS- 
GUIDE TO THE COAL MINES' 
REGULATION ACTS. Ommm fcv. 

7s. (si, net. 

JOUSOn (Ben). Se* Melhuea * Siar.dajd 
Library. 

jnliAB OMj) of MorwlfllL. REVKLA* 
TIONSOFDIVIiniLOm Bdhtdby 
Grace Warraci;. Crwmm9&9, 31. 4sL 

Jnyen&I Sec Classical TnaslttfoBSi. 
Kaufmajm(M.). See Social Questions Series. 
KeAtinc (J. P.j. D.D. THE AGAPE 
AND^HE EUCHARIST. Crwmm 8bwl 

KeMSfJOhn). the POEMS OK. Edited 
«)lll Introduction and Nol« by E. d« Sdin- 

coort, M..\. DemyZvo. 'tt. 6d. met. Sre 
also Little Library and Metnnen's Unir^r^i 
Library. 

Keble ( John), the christian vbAR. 

With an Inuoductionand Notesby W. Lecx. 
D.D., Warden of Keble Colore. in,.,fr:vte^ 
by R, AnningBell. Tktrd Edtitam. 
8o». 31. ; padded nufwec^ fCi 

Library of EkirotioD. 

KemplaCrbomuA). TSBIMfrATIOK 
OFCHRIST. With aa Introduction W 
DeamFakkas. Illustrated by C M.G re > 
niMMdUim. ^ca/.Zvo. ys. ed.'/eUde.: 
tiurocca, 51. See also Library of Dwocmb 
and Methnen's Standard Library. 

AIsoTrandaat4bf CBmq»D.D« Cmmm 
St'o. 31. 6d. 

KQjme&7 (BartV THE ORKKB 

SI'HINX. LrowntT>o. %t. 6d. mrt. 

Kennedy (James Honsbton), D. D.. Asa^^t 

ant Lecturer in Divinity in the UnivenitT c/ 
DubHn. ST. PAUL'S SECOND ASD 
THIRD EPISTLES TO THE CORUI- 
THIANS. WtthIntroduction,INlt««MiM 
and Notes. Crotvn Bw. (a. 
KesteU (J. D.). THROUGH SHOT ANP 
FLAME : Beias tb« Adveoturea arid £a- 
perienoea of J. D. KatTKLL, Chaalaia la 
Gener.al Chrisliande Wet. C^vztmheyo. 8s. 
A Colonial Rditiv^n is also publithed. 

Klmmini (0. W.K m a. ihk ch£MI5^ 

TRY OF LIFE AND HEALTH. Ola^ 

t rated. Cnni'fi 8r*. ar. fuf. 
Kln«lake (A. W.). Sec l.iule Li>fT*ry. 

K^nc (kndyard). BARRACK-tlOOM 
feALLADS. j^rd Th0m$am4. CwmmWm 

Ttoenty-firtt Editicn. f>u 
A Colonial Edition is aI«o pnbUabe^ 
THE SEVEN SEAS, f^nd Tkemtmmd^ ~ 

A Coloiilal Editkmlt ehopdlbhedL 

THE FIVE NATIONS. 4x1/ TA 
Second Edition, Crown Bvo. 6j. 
A Colonial Edition is also nvbltsbcd 
DEPARTMENTAL DITTIES. 

JBJ$ti0^ Ci^otMt ^p#. ^NmAwnc. fit. 
ACeloaielBditie0it( 
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InowUng (B. J.), ^I.A., Professor of New 
Testament Exegesis at King's College, 
London. See ^^'cstmins.tcr Commentaries. 

Umb (ClULrlefi and Mimr). THE WORKS 
OF. Edited by E. V. Lucas. With 
Numerous Illustrations. /mStveml^(timm$ts. 

Demy Zvo. is. td. tack, 
THE LIFE OF. See E. V. Liwas. 
IHE ESSAYS OF EL I A. With over loo 
Illustrations by A. Gakth JunkSi and an 
Introduction 1^ B* V. LocAa. Diai^ 8cw. 

tCM> f>d* 

THK KWG AND OUEEN OP HEARTS : 

An 1805 Book for Children, Illustiatcd hy 
WiixiA^i MuLREADY. h ncw cdiuoo, in 
facsimile, edited by E. V. Lucas. 
See also i/ittle Library. 

Umbert <F. A. H.)i See The Little G uide6. 

UmbrOB (Professor). See I'.y/antinc Texts. \ 

Um-Pooie (Btanley). A history of 
EGYPT IN THE NIIDDLB AGES. FuUy 

I!l !<tratetl. Cr(rwn 8tv. 6j. 
I-UJ«bnd«e(F.)M.A. BALLADS OF THE 
BRAVE : Poems of Chivalry, Enterprise, 

CvnuflBt and Consibuicy. Stcwd EdiUm, 
Crtmmtv, 

"JLW (William). See Library of Devotion. 

.^idiffieary). the duke of devon- 
SHIU. ABioipipliy. With sa lUtiaim- 

\2S.ttL tut, 
A Colonial Edition is also published. 
Lw (Captain L. Melville). A HISTORY 
OF POLICE IN ENGLAND. Cr<nvn^vc. 
«. td. net. 

Leii?h (Percival). THE COMIC ENGLISH 

ORAM. MAR. Eml)eIU.shcd wiih upwards 
of 50 characteristic Illu trations by JONN 
LsiecH. Post i6«rtf. zs. (id, rut* 
UWM (▼.B.). M.A. AIR AND WATER. 

Iliustrat- f1. Croton Brv. sj, f^d. 
Lisle (Fortim6e de). See Little l>ookson .Vrt. 
LitUebaleS (H.). See Antiquary's Books. 
Lock (Walter^ D.IX. Warden of Keble 

Colkce. STf PAU4 THE MASTER. 

BUILDER. SumdhUthm, Ctmmtmo. 

nilB BIBLE AND CHRISTIAN LIFE: 
Bono Aenustia amd SsKMom. Cftmn 

See also Leadcis of Rdigion nod Z4btary 
of Devotion. 
IOCk0 (Max Sm MtdMMn*Si Slandud 

Library. 

L0Cker(r.)- See Little Library. 
LOnj^ellOW (H. W.) S- c Little Libr.-iry. 

LnUner (George Horace). LETIERS 
FROM A SELF.MADE MERCHANT 
TO HIS SON. TkirUtmihSdHUm, Ommi 

A Colonial Eldition is also published. 
OLD GORGON GRAHAM. S$c«nd£ditim. 
Cfvutm 999. 6t, ^ 

A Colonial Edition is also published. 
LOlff (SW&IMD. See iUastrated Poclcet 

Liteqr, 



E. y. L and C. L. O. ENGLAND DAV BY 
DAY: Or, The Englishiaao'a Handbook to 
EfTiciency. lUustraitdbyGaDaasMosiiov. 

Fourth Edition, Fcap. ^to \s. ntt. 
A burlesque Year-Book and Almanac 
Luca8(E.V.). THE LIFE OF CHARLES 
LAMB. With numecoiu Portrait* and 
IlhtttradoBS. TwV^. J>tit^9if», aif. 
net. 

A WANDERER IN HOLLAND. With 
many Illustrations, of which aoare in Colour 
by HsKBBitT Maxsmalu Croftm Stvi 6f. 
A Colonial Edition is also published. 

LUCiaJL See Classical Translations. 

Lyde (L. W.). M.A. See Commercial Series- 

Lydon (Noel 8.). Sec junior School Books, 

Lsrttelton (Hon. Mrs. A.X women and 

THEIR WORK. Crojvn Bzv. ^s. tel. 
M. M. HOW TO DRESS AND WHAT TO 
WEAR. Crown Zvo. is. net. 

MacaulayfLord). CRITICAL and HIS- 

TORICAL ESSAYS. Edited by F. C Mon- 
TAGi'B, M.A. Three Volumes. Croxvn 8fo. 



The ooly cdiiioo of this book compleuly 



H'Allen (J. & B.X M.A. See Connercial 

Series. 

MacCuIIodi (J. A.X See Chuiebnuui's 

Library. 

•MacCmm (Florence). MARY STUART. 

With over 6j Illustrations, including a. 

Frontispiece in Photogravure. Demy 8tv. 

I or. ()d. net. 
A Colonial Edition is also published. See 

al^o Leaiicrs of Religion. 
McDermott (£. R.). See Books on BtiiineM. 
M'Dowall (A. 8.x See Oxford Biographies. 
MaakayCA. M.X SeeGhurchman's Library. 
MaxnuB (Laurie). M.A. A PRIMER OF 

WORDSW(JRTH. CrcnvnZvo ^s.td. 
Malialiy(J.P.),Litt.D. A HISTORY OF 

THE EGYPT OF THE PTOLEMIES. 

Fully Itlnstmled. Cw w wB e *. 6r. 
Haitland(F. W.X LL.D., Downing Professor 

of the'Laws of England in the University of 

Cambridge. CANON LAW IN BNG- 

LAND. Roy a I Zvo. 7/. td. 
Kalden (H. £.). M.A. EN GUSH RE- 

Q( )]; DS. A Companion to tb« History of 

Enplane!. C roum Zvo. v. 6</. 
THE ENGLISH CITIZEN: HIS RIGHTS 

AND DUTIES. Stemd Bdttimh Crwmm 

8rv. IX. td. 
*A SCHOOL HISTORY OF SURREY. 

With many Illustrations. CrotvnZvo. is.6tl. 
Kareliant (B. C.X M.A., Fellow of Peter. 

house. Cambridge. A GREEK ANT HO- 

LOG Y. Second Editiffn. Crown 8w. 31. td. 

Marcbant (C. E). m.a., and Cook (A. M.). 
M.A._^ PASSAGES FOR UNSEEN 

9vo. js. 6d, 
Marlowe (ObrittOpbArX See Methuen's 
StiiMlerd Ubrary. 
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J|arr(J. B.).F.R.S., Fellow of St Tohn'»Col- 
iMM^CMnbndiS: THE SCmNTIFIC 
STUDY OP SCBlfSRY. SteomdMdMm, 

Illastnited. Crotvn Stc>. 6t. 
AGRICULTURAL GEOLOGY. Wiib num- 
erous Illustrations. Crwfm Bva. 6s. 

ManrellOlndrewX Sm Little Libnunr. 
Masefleld <J. B.) SEA UFS IN MSL- 

s O N S T 1 .M E. With muqr lUostnttkm. 

Crmt'n Bvfi. -^s. 6i/. net. 
MaSkCll (A.) Sice Connoii^seur's Library'. 
Ma80Il(A. J.\ D. D. See Leaders of Relieion. 

Maaaee (George). THE EVOLUTION OF 

PL.\NT LIFE : Lower Fonnv WUhlUltt- 
tratioos. Crown 8r0. %s. td. 

■Mt«nnan(C.F.a.),M.A. TENNYSON 
AS A REUGIOUS T£ACH£R. Crmm 

Svo. 6s. 

•lIatheion(Hon.E.F.)L COUNSSLSOF 
LIFE. 9t,M.mti. 

A vofaiiM of Sdeettom in Ftott aad 

Ver^p. 

May (PMl). THE PHIL MAY ALBUM. 
SfCOHii EiiitioH. Ato. is. net. 

]S«Uow8(Enmui&X A SHORT STORY 
OF ENGLISH LITERATURE. Crvwn 
8tw. 3/. 6. .''. 
•MethUto (A. M. 8.). THE TRAGEDY 
OF SOUTH AFRICA. Cr. %va. as. net. 
A revised and enlarged edition of ihe 
author's ' Peace or War in South 
Africa-' 

ENGLAND'S RUIN: Discvssso IM Six. 
TSSM Lbttkm to thi Rigrt Hoir. 
JosBfH CwiBi«r»t<uif, M.P. Crmm Iw. 

net. 

KlCheU (E. BX THE ART AND PRAC- 
TICE OF HAWKING. With 3 Photo- 
giBfUicstiy G. K. Lodge, and otber IBn*- 
trations. 2>#Wff 8c-:'. lo*. 6./. 

MlllaiS (J. O.). THE I.IKE AND LET- 
TKRS OF SIR JOHN EVERETT 
MILIUMS, President of the Roval Academy. 
With many Illustration^ of wnich • are in 
Photo-r.vvure. Ntm BdtU$m, Dm^ tfV. 
IS. td. net. 

MiUaii.CUr Ma BfWttD. 8m Utile 

Cilleries. 

MilliB (C. T.). M.I..M.E. See Teatbooks of 

Technologv 

Miln* (J. a.X. M.A. A HISTORY OF 
ROMAff EGYPT. Fully tlhittfMad. 

Cronm 8r'/». 61. 
•Milton, John, THE POEMS OF, BOTH 
ENGLISH AND LATIN, CooiDosd at 
Mveral times. Printed by hia true Coptet. 

The Song* were set m Mustek by Mr. 
I?EKRY I.AWFs, Gentleman of the Kings 
Cha^pel,and one of His Majesties Pri^^^ate 
Mustek. 

Printed and publish'd acimding to Order. 

Printed by Ruth Raworth for Hum- 
FNRKV MotBLBV, and are to be sold at the 
ligM of thsMacM Amw ia PmiU Cbiureb* 
yird,x64f. 



«A MILTON DAY BOOK. Bdtod by 1L 

F. TOWNDKOW. /(M^ BSMb 9f> tlH, 

See also Lklk Lilwsry mm BMboM^ 

Stand.ird Library'. 

MitclieUCP.CIialmenXM.A. OUTLINES 
OF BIOLOGY. llIiistnMd. ftwrfflff 
Cro^vm 8vtf. 6ff. 
*Mitton (O. B.). JANE AtTSTBN AKD 

HER ::NG LAND. With many Portrait* 

aod Illustrations. Demy %x»6. tor. td. mtU 
A Colonial Edition is also publi jhed. 
'UoU (AV See Books 00 Business. 
Molrd). VLX See Little Library. 
•Money (L. G. Chlozza). W E .\ I,TH AMD 

POVERTY. DtmyB7v>. %t. n^t. 
Moore (H. E.). Set Social Oucmons Serin. 
Moran (CUmM Ck)^ See Books m 

Bu!»ine^. 

More (Sir IbOBillX SetMetaD'sSiwM 

Library. 

MorfiU (m. E.). Oriat CollqM. Oxfeirl A 

HISTORY OF RUSSIA FROM PETER 
THE GRE.\T TO ALEXANDER IL 
With Maps and Plans. Crtrtvn^r^. 31. id. 

Morion (B. J. Ute of CUftoa CiiDilii Sot 
School KTaminat ion Series. 

♦Morris (J ) THE MAKERS OF JAPAN 
With many portraits and Iliustratioofc 
Dtmy^re. tax. 6d. tut. 
A Colonial Edition i^ a!v5 published- 

Morrle (J. E \ See ll^e Utile Guidea. 

MortonOIlM AadmoiX SetMiHBMi- 

ndt* 

■ttnto CR. 0. 0.x D.D. .Lord Bishop oTDw- 

h.-im. Sec Leaders of Religion. 

MnlT (M. M. Pattlaon), m.a. thl 
CHEMISTRY OF FIRE. The EWmemanr 
PriaapkiofChaiiislxy. lUoatntod. Cmo 

MundoUa (V. A.), M.A. See J. T. Dunn. 
MtUiro (RA LL D. See Antiquary s Bookii. 
Naval OfllMr (A|u Set lUviiraled P^te 

Librarv. 
Neal(W. G.). SeeR.N. HaU. 
Newman ( J. B.) mad ottm. See lAnry 

of Devotion. 
KlCholB (J. B. E). See Little Ltbrary. 
NlCklln (T.). MA. EXAMINATION 

PAPERS IN THUCYDIDES. cr»«« 

8rv. 3x. 

milirpd. See lUusmied Pocket Library 

]rmieotoiJttiii0e).R.A. th»C O W? e r. 

SATIONS OF J AMES MORTHCOTr 
R.A.. AND JAMES WARD. Edited 
E K .N E ST FurrontB. IH^k mmuf lloftBi^ 
Demy 8rv. lor. ^d, 
Norway (A. BL), Author of 'Hlghwart w^l 
Hvwaj-sin Devon and Cornw all. * N API 5* 
With 35 Coloured illostratiooa bv MAt?ecJ 
GRBirpsmtAOBii. ANewBdklHi. Oi— 

NovallB^ THE DISCIPLES AT SaIS Alt 
OTHER FRAG.MENTS. £dtt«||v|lB 
_Una BiecH. Fct^ lew. |& <A 
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$mm <o. w. cx m. a. , Feiiow or ah SooU' 

Oxford. A HISTORY OF THE ART OF 
WAR. Vol. II.: The Middle Age*, from 
the Fcmrth to the Fourteenth Century* Uu* 
Inied. Drmr 8«w. Uf. 6d» tut* 

Oltl«7 (ft.. L.f. D.1>. 8m Haadbooks of 
Theology *ana Leaders of Reli^on. 

(hrm (Donglai). See Books oa Business. 

QZtord (MTN.), of Guy's HospitaL A HAND- 
BOOK OF NURSUia S§tm»d JUUim, 
Crtmm Bva. V' ^ 

PikM (W. C. C). THE SCIENCE OF 
HYGIENE. With numerous Illustrations. 

PilmerCPredeilck). with kuroki in 

M.XNCHURIA. With many Illustrations. 
Tkird Edition. Dtmy 8tv. 7/. 6</. 



A Colonial EUUtion it a bo pw Mttbad. 
fcor (GaiMrt). A LOVER^ DIARY : 



SONGS IN SEQUENCE. Fca*.^vo. 5/. 

PirkinBon (John), paradisi in sole 

PAKADISUS TERRISTRIS, OR A 
GARDEN OF ALL SORTS OF PLEA- 
SANT FLOWERS. ;C4, 4'- ntt. 

PinnenterfJolin). helio tropes, OR 

NEW POSIES FOR SUNDIALS. 1635. 
Bdkad by P —c iiaL Lammmi. Q mm i^ 

M. td. mt. 

P&nnentler (Prof; L^n). See ByaMine 
Texts. 

See Library of Devotion. 
(Qeomf. SOCIAL CARICA- 
TURES OF the eighteenth 

CENTURY. Im^rialOuaria. j^a, izs. bd. 
mti. See also Little Boobs 00 Aft aadlUm- 
trated Pocket Library. 

PUarMa(W.R.)(B«iuaiiiiaS«iftX UPB'S 
QUESTIONINGS. Cmmm%90, yuM 

nStttnonCA. H.)i notes of an east 

COAST NATURALIST. Illustrated in 
Colour by F. Southoate. Second Edition, 

Cr-(nvn Frvi. 6^. 

♦NATURE NOTES IN EASTERN NOR. > 
FOLK. A series of obserrations on dM | 
BinJs, Flsh<rs. Mammals, Reptiles, and 
stalk-eyed Crustaceans found in that nel^h- 
bourbood, with a list of the si>ecies. With 
s« lUusmtJoafl in colour, by Frank 
SoOTHOATB. Cramm Btf0. 6$. 

T99CO<£k (H.). See Little Books on Art. 

PtarCf JE. E.). M.A. ANNALS OF 
CHRfTTS HOSPITAL. Witbaaaylllin- 
irationa. Demy 9m» j$, 6d, 

Ml (tldBeyK late Peltow of Trinity College, 
Oatord, and Secretary to the Royal Cora- 
Mission on the Licensing Laws. PRACTI- 
CAL LICENSINORBrORlS. Siemd 

Petm (J. P.). D.D. See Churchman's 

p«|rli(W.lI. Fllndera). D C. L., LL.D., Pro- 
tmtorof Egyptology at Univenity Coueffe. 
A HISTORY OF EGYPT, rnou tm« 

TiMU TO TMS PXXSSNT DaT. 



8tv. 6x. each. 
You I. PRaHisTORic TiMSS TO XVIth 

DTMAtrr. Fi/tkEditkm, 
Vou u. Thb XVllm m XVIUtm 

Dymastiks. Fourth EJititn. 
Vou III. XIXth to XXXth Dynasties. 
Vou IV. Th« Egypt or tmb Ptoukmiks. 

J. P. Mahapfy, IJitt.D. 
Vou V. Roman Ecypr. J. G. Milnk« M.A. 
Vou VI. Egypt in tms Middui Agbs. 

STANunr Lanp-Pools, M.A. 
RELIGION AND CONSCIENCE IN 

ANCIENT EGYPT. ffWIy IDMlntad. 

Crov»n 8t«tf. «r. 6</. 
SYRIA AND EGYPT, FROM THE TELL 

EL AMARNA TABLBTS. Cwmm fM. 

ar. 6^ 

EGYPTIAN TALIS. IllMMled bf Tms. 

TRAM K1.1.1S. tm Tm§ V§ham%x Ciw I m l 

EcfvPTI^^^DBOORATIVR ART. With 
I90 IlItBtratioiu. CrtmmWm. y.(>d, 

PhilliM (W. AK See Oxford Biofrraohiet. 

PhiUpOtta (Ed«n). MY DEVON YEAR. 
Witk 98 Illustrations by i. Lsv Psthy- 
BRIDCB. Second and C\§a^r EUHmu 
Larrt Crown %oo. tt. 

•UP ALONG AND DOWN ALONG. 
Illustrated by Cuai8B SmvmaMC. 

A volume of poems. 

Plenaar (Pblllp). WITH STEYN AND 
DE WET. Second Edition, Crown ivo. 

y.6d. 

A Colonial Edilioab also poblislMd. 

*PIarr (Victor) and WBltOB (P. W.K A 

SCHOOL HISTORY OF MIDDLE- 
SEX. With many Illustrations. Crown 
8tv. If. 6d. 
Plautm. THE CAPTIVL EditMt. wkb 
an Introduction. Textual Notet, and a Con. 
mentarv, by W. M. Lindsay, FelloMr of 
Jctus Osllege, Oxford. Demy 8rv. los. dd, 
net. 

Plowden-Wardlaw (J. T.l, B.Aj, King's 
College, Cambridge. See School Examina- 
tion ^rics. 

A Colonial Edition is also published. 

Podmore (Frank). MODERN SPIRI- 
TUALISM. 7W V0hmm. iftmy 

net. 

A History and a Critidsn. 
Poer (J. Patrick Le) A MODERN 
LEGIONARY. CrownZvo. ts. 
A Colonial Edition b also pobUshed. 
Pollard (AllCO). See Little Books on Art. 
Pollard (A W.r. OLD PICTURE BOOKS. 
WitbBMaylllBHwtioiM. d kmp9 ^ f>td. 
net, 

P0llaid(BUiaP.). See Little Book* on Art. 
Pollock TDftHtfK li.LN.A %m ~ ' 
Muaioeas. 
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•fend (0. P.) A MONTAIGNE DAY- 

BOOIC. Edited bj. Fca^.^vo, v.6et.iut. 
fOtter (M. C). M.A., F.L.S. A TEXT- 

BOOK OF AGRICULTURAL BOTANY. 

mulratad. Swemd Mdii§m, Crtmm trntf. 

4X. 6d. 

Potter Boy (An Old). WHEN i was a 

CHILD. Crvwm Bvo. dr. 
mdaUl IQX A KEY TO THE TIME 
AIXU8I0NS IN THE DIVINE 
COMEDY. Wkh ttDfaO. Smmttpmrto, 

y. 6d. 

Prance (0.). See R. Wyon. 
RM00tt(p.L.). ABOUT MUSIC AND 
WHAT IT IS M ADB OF. Ommm 8cw. 

•it. (yd. net. 

Price (L. L.), M.A., Fellow of Oriel CbHese, 
Oxen. A HISTORY OF ENGLISH 
POLITICAL ECONOMY. F<mnk Edi- 
Httim Cpwwn Svfi. ax. 6ii. 

Primrose (Deborah). A MODERN 

BCEOTIA. Crwn 8t'<>. 6s. 

Piurtn and RowlandBon. THE MICRO- 
COSM OF LONDON. OR London in 
MntiATUiis. With 104 lUmtraclont in 
coloar. fm Tktw y§mm§». Smiaii 4U, 

£\, Xt, Mtt. 

•Q 'CA. T. Qulller CoiMllX Seo MMkMo't 

Half-Crowii Librmry. 

SieTedO Tillegafl. See Miniature Libnurr. 
R. and B. B. THE WOODHOUSE COR- 
RESPONDENCE. CrtmmBvfi, 6t. 
A Colonial Edition is also pubHtbed. 
RaCklUUn (R. B.), M.A. See Westminster 

Commentaries. 
Bandolpb (& W.h I^I>* Set Libcwy of 
Derotion. 

Bannle (D. W.), M.A. A student s 

HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. Cr. 8tv. 
3X. M. 

Baahdall (HastinirB). M.A., Fellow and 
Tutor of New College, Oxford. DOC- 
TRINE AND DBVBL6PMBNT. Cnmm 

Bawitorne (Lawrmtb 8m IUiia> 

timted Pocket Library. 
A Real Paddy. See Illustrated Pocket 
Library'. 

Reason (W.), M.A. See Social Questions 
Series. 

Bedfem (W. B.X Author of ' Ancient Wood 
and Iron Work in Cambridge,' etc. 
ROYAL AND HISTORIC GLOVES 
AND ANCIENT SHOES. Profusely 
llhwmtwIfaioaloarMidlMdMoMb QmmrU, 

£t, ar. net. 
Revnolds. See Little Galleries. 
Roberts (M. B.). See C. C. Channer. 
Robertson. OLXD.D., Lord Bishop of 

Exeter. RKONUM DEI. Tbe Banpton 
Lectures of foot. Demy %V9. tar. 6i/. net. 

Robertson (Cf. GrantX M.A., Fellow of All 

Souls' College, Oxford, Examiner in the 
Umimu» School of Modern History, Oxford, 
BfOT-ifN* SBLBCTSTATUTBs/CSIkSBS^ 



AND CONSTITXmONAL DOCT. 
MENTS, X660-1632. XVmr^Scv. im. 6i£. 
net. 

^RobertMii (C. Grant) and Bartliolamew 

(J. CM. F.R.S.E., F.R-G.Sw THE 

STUDENT'S HISTORICAL fATL\> 
OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE^ Qumru, 
ys. 6d. net. 

Eoberteon (Sir O. 8.) K.CS.I. See 

MethtMoli Half<Oown Library. 
Robinson (A. W.)k MUk. St fTiwihwi t 

Bible, 

Robinson (Oecilia\ THS MINISTRY 
OF D&ATONESSES. , With a n lattodac 
tion by Ae late ArckbUMjp ot CkB(H%vy. 

CrcTvn Srf. •^x. 6d. 
Robinson (F. tf.) See Connoisieur's Librxry. 
Rochefoucauld (La). Sec Lutle Libxiry. 

EodweU(0.), B.A. NEW tf:stament 

GREEK. A Course for Beginners. Wkh 
a Preface by Walter Lock, D. D. . VV«mUa 
of Keble College. Fca^. 8rw. v. 6^ 
Roe (Fred). ANCIENT COFFERS AND 
CUPBOARDS: Tbeir HiaUNy awi Df 
scnptioB* Withnuay IIIuliailSBS* ^mHIk 
£l, 3X. net. 

•OLD OAK FURNITURE. With maay 
Illustrations by the Author, including a 
frontispiece in colour. DemyZvo. io(.6A 

Rimv (A. a L.K M.A. Sm Books ea 

Business. 

•Romney. A gallfrv of romney. 

Bv Arthur R CKAMBERLxtK. With 66 
Plates in Photogravure, /mr/rnuc/ 0acria 
A, 3x. net. See Little Galleries. 
ROSCOO (E. 8.). ROBERT HARLEY. 
EARLOFOXfORD. ~ 

This is the only life of HarleylD* 
See also The Little Guides. 
Rose (Edw^ardX THE ROSE READER. 

With numerous Illustrations. <.'rv%»n Sfv. 

ax. (id. Also in 4 Parts. Paris I. and II. 

6d. teuk ; Part III. id. ; Part I V. tW. 
RofWBtree (Josbna). THE IMPERIAL 

DRUG TRADE. Crown 8c». 5^. $uU 
Ruble (A. &X D-IX See jvakx ScM 

Books. 

RuseU (W. Clark). THE LIFE OF 

ADMIRAL LORD COLLINGWOOD. 

With Illustrations by F. Brancwtk. 

Fcurfh Ediiion. CrtmfH Sv0, 6s. 
A Colonial Edition is also published. 
Bl. AnMlm See Library of Devotion. 
St. Augustine. See Library of De\-T>tioa. 
St. Oyres (VlaCOUnt). See Oxford Bio 

graphies. 

'Sald'(H.MunroX REGINALD. Secm^ 

Edition. Fen*. Sew. at. 6d, net. 
Bal^s (St PktlWiA Sm Libmry ef 

Devotion. 

Salmon (A L.). A POPITLAR GUIDE 
TO DEVON. Mtdimm H*. 6d.mei, 
thtler 
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WBSTMllfSnR SCBOOU With 

DizmeroQs Illnstmioiu. Dtmjf 8mw. H» ^ 
iUthMM (C). See Bvzantine Texts. 
IdUnitt (Jolm). See Byzantine Texts. 
lOOtt, (A MA WINSTON SPSNCSR 

CHURCH I lL With Portraits and Illiif- 

trations. Crown Zvo. jm. (li. 
gMlMrCH.a.)F.R.S. DRAGONS OF THE 

AlK. With many Illustrations. Cr.^ve. 6s. 
Mli (V. PA M.A. THE MECHANICS 

or DAILY LIFE. Illustrated. Cr. Svo. 

WoBs (SdmaiuU tommy smith's 

ANIMALS. IlhHtntad by a W. Osn. 

TAirtJ Edition. Fcap. 8w. is. 6d. 
Umib (J. H.). ANECDOTES OF 
aOLDlRRS, fa Ptaca and War. Cwmm 

A Colonial Edition is also puUishccl. 

ttakespeare (WiUlAm). 
THE IX>UR FOLIOS, 16^3 ; 163* ; 1664 : 
f6^ Each Four Gnintas or a OOm- 

pfete set, Tn^rh f Cuinf rt tit$» 

The Arden Shakespeare. 

D€my 2J. 6</. ntt each volume. 

Gaacrai Editor, W. J. Craig. An Edition 
af Slatepcara in kiogle Plays. Edited 
with a full Introduction, Textual Notes, 
and a Cominentanr at the foot of the page. 

HAMLET. BdiltA by Bawaaa Dowbbn. 
Litt.D. _ 

ROMEO AND JUUST. BdltadbfBowAaD 
DowDKN, Litt.D. 

KING LEAR. Edited by W. J. CxAiG. 

JUUITS CAESAR. Edited by M. Mac- 

MILLAN, M.A. 

THE TEMPEST. BAted by MouTOM 

OTHELLO. Edited by_H. C. Haxt. _ 
TITUS ANDROmCUS. Edited by H. B. 

Baildon. 

CVMBELINE. Eiditcd by Edward Dowdbn. 
THE MERRY WIV i:s OF WINDSOR. 

Edited by H. C Hakt. 
A MIDSUMMER NIGHTS DREAM. 

Edited by H. Cunincham. 
KING HENRY V. Edited by H. A. Evans. 
ALL'S WELL THAT ENDS WELL. 

Edified by W. O. BaiGWoacfc 
THE TAMING OF THE SHREW. 

Edited by R. Warwick Bond. 
TIMON OF ATHENS. Edited by K. 

Dbighton. 
MEASURE FOR MEASURE. Edited fay 

H. C Hart. 
TWELFTH NIGHT. BdiMd by 



VICTORIAN POETS. Crowm 



Saa Uttla Books aa 



lUPCAX 

sbirpqin. R A). 

Art. 

SnedlOCk (J. 8.). THE PIANO FORTE 
SONATA : lu Origia aad Developnent. 

SheUev (Percy B.). ADONAIS ; an Elegy 
on the death of John Keats, Author of 
'Endymion/al6i PIm. flmtbatypMaf 
Didot, i8ai. ae.nei. 
See also Methnen's Standard libiam 

Sherwell(Anil»lXli<A Saa Social Qom* 
tioDS Series. 

Shipley (Mary E.l an ENGLISH 

cfkuRCH HISTORY FOR CHILD- 
REN. With a Preface by the Bishop of 
Gibraltar. With Maps and Illaaiiatioao. 
Part I. Cmm Svo. »t. 6d. tut. 

SldLtf (WiMtDl DISRAELI : A Study 
in Personality and Ideas. With sPOrtraitt. 
lUmy^vo. i3s.(HLntt. 
A Colonial Edition is also pobluOMd. 
See also Oxford Biopapbies* 

Sime ( J.X See Little Books on Art. 

SlxnonBon (G. A). FRANCESCO 
GUARD!. With 41 PUtes. Royal/olio. 
;Ca, 2J. net. 

8ketClllflF(R.R2I.X Saa Little Books 00 

Art. 

SkiptOB (9. p. X.X Saa LItib Books oa 

Art. 

Haden (Bondas). SICILY: The New 

Winter Resort. With over aoo IlluatraikNM. 
Second Edition. Crou-n 8w. 5*. net. 

Small (BranX M.A. the earth. An 

latiOOaetioQ to Physiography. Illustrated. 
Crvmm^m, v.(m. .. . „ . 
SmaUwOOd, <|L a). See Uttla Bookaae 

Art. . — . « 

SmedliF (F* RX Saa Ilhutratad Booket 

Library. 

Smith (AdamX THE WEALTH OF 
NATIONS. Edited with an Introduction 
and numerous Notes by Edwin Cannan, 
M.A Tm wUmmu , Dmj^ lafc at«. 
net. 

See also Methnen's Standard Lifavarr. 
Smith (HozmM aad Jini<X See Uttla 

Ubrary. 

•tmith (H. Bompas), m a. 
JUNIOR ARITHMETIC 

'Smith (John ThomaaL A book for 

A RAINY DAY. Rdited by WiLfato 
Ilhwtratcd. Demy an^ tst> 



A 



NEW 



THE MERCHANT OF VBNICR Edited 

by C. Knox Poolkh. 
The Uttle Quarto Sliakespeare. Edited 

by W. J. CkAiG. With Introductions and 
Notes. Pott i6«M. im 40 yolmmes, 
Lemther, price t r. mi mek mlmm*. 
See also Mcthaaa's Standard Ubraiy. 



ntt. 

Snell (P. JA A BOOK OF EXMOOR. 

Illustrated. Crown tvo. 61. 
Sm>wdeil(p.B.). A BRIEF SURVEY OF 
BRITISH HISTORY. Domy%oo. 4#. <^ 
SophOdea See Classical Translations. 
Sornet^^^A^ ^See Junior^School Books. 



South 



L&XICA. Saa Jaaior School 



J 
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Boathey (R.) ENGLISH SEAMEN. 
Bdiled, wkb •» Inttodnctko, bgr Dayid 
Haiikav. 

Vol. I. (Howard, CTJfford, Hawkins. 

Drake, Cavendish). Second Edition, Crown 
Zv0. ts. 

Vol. II. (Richjtfd Ha Hcuis, Grenville, 
Es5ex, and Raleish). Crtmm 8«v. 6r. 
Spence(C.H.XH.A. Sm SiM Bwote- 

tion Stfics. 

tpooner (W. 'hX M.A. 8m Lwd«t of 

Religion. 

Stanbrldge (J. W.), B.D. See Ubrary of 
Devotion. 

•StaaoUlto.' GOLF DO'S AND DONrS. 
Stedman (A. M. H.), ma. 

INITIA L.VriN A : Easy Lessons on Elemen- 
tturf AeddiBM. MiikUt. Sdititm, tka^, 

FIRST LATIN LBSSONS. mmh BM- 

Hon, CrmvH 8r'o. 
FIRST L.\riN READER. With Notes 
adapted to the Shorter Latin IVimcr and 
Voca)>aki7V Sixth S^tUmrtvUttU i8m». 

EASY SELECTIONS FROM CAESAR. 
TIm Helvetian War. Second Edition. 

EASY SELECTIONS FROM LIVY. Part 

I. The Kings of Rome. iZmo. Second 

Edition. \t. 6d. 
EASY LATIN PASSAGES FOR UNSEEN 

TkANSLATI<H^ ATAlM JMWnns ^c«>. 

8w. J*. 6d. 
EXEMPLA LATINA. First Exodces 

in Latin Accidwice. With 

Third Edition. Crown Qifo. tt, 

EASY LATIN EXERCISES OM THE 

SYNTAX OF THE SHORTER AND 

REVISED LATIN PRIMER. With 

Vocabulary. Temtk mmdCU^r Bditicm, 

rt^Wfitten. Crown ^vo. tt, (id. Ot^gima/ 

Edition. IS. f^d. Kev, 3f. net. 
THE LATIN ( OMI'OUND SENTENCE : 

Rvlet and Exercises, S^md Edition. 

Crvmn 8Mk tt. dA Whh yocabolary. 

NOTANDA QUAEDAM! Miscellaneous 
Latitt BMCises on Coaaoo Rales and 
Idioms. Fourih Bdiiitn, Ptmp. Zvo. 
u. 6d. With VoeaMary. at. Key, ax. 
net. 

LATIN VOCABULARIES FOR REPE- 
TITION : Arranccd acxrordinK t6 Stihjectt. 
ThiHeentk Editton. Fcap. %r-o. if 6d. 

A VOCABULARY OF LATIN IDIOMS. 
i6mo. Second Edition, tt. 

STEPS TO GREEK. Second JSdMm, rf 

A SHORTER GRBBK. PRIlfBR. Cwmm 

tvO. IT. 6d. 

EASY GREEK PASSAGES FOR UNSEEN 
TRANSLATION. Thint Mditim^ rt- 



EJi. 
UN- 



GREEK VOCABULARIES fO» RE- 
PETITION. Anai««i mi#|f 
jecti. F0nrtkEMiim. JfMWm. 

GREEK TESTAMENT SELECTION^ 
For the use of Schools. With Ini 
tion, Notes "nd Vocabolaryw 
Edition. Fcaf>. 8z»#. at. 6(/. 

STEPS TO FRENCH. Sixth 

FIRST FRENCH LESSONSL Sixth 
tion.mised. Crvwi«8r««. it. 

EASY FRENCH PASSAGES FOR 
SEEN TRANSLATION. Ei/(A 
tion, rcrised. EcaS. 8t>«, i*. td. 

EASY FRENC H aXE EOSKL ON ELK* 
MCirTAlty SVmUL Vba*» 

lary. Fourth ftUHm. CfWM m,td. 

Kev. v. net. 
FRENCH VOCABIXLAKICS FOR RE- 
PETITION : Arranged aocorduc to Svb- 
jects. Twelfth Bditwn, Fcitp^^m. xa. 

See also School Examination Scries. 

Steel (R. EUioU). M.A., K.CS. THE 
WORLD OF SCIENCE. With 147 
Illustrations Sw t 9md MdUm, Cvmm^t^ 

2S. (id. 

Sec also Sc'iool Examination Scries. 
SteDlieiUOll (0.). «r the Technkal CnlhMi 
BnidfeMi, ana MMlvAi (F.) of tb^ 

York»hire Colle^re, Leeds. ORNAXrEN- 
TAL DESIGN FOR WOVBM KAbRlCS. 
Illostrate^ Ommt 9m* 

Bteplientoii (J.), M.A. 

TRUTHS OF THE CHRISTIAK 

FAITH. Crmvn 8f*. V- 6^ 

Sterne (Laurence). s«e Little Liivary. 
Sterry (W.), M A. annals OF ETON 

COLLEGE. With numerous IDustratJOr. v 
Demy Zvo. 7 ^ t i. 

BteMrt iXattMXilie). BY ALLAN 
WA1VR. StemtdMdition. Crtmm 8ml ia 

Stevenson (B. L.). the letters of 

ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON TO 
HIS FAMILY AND FRIENDS. 
Salected and Edited, with Noue Md 1» 
trodnctions, hf Sumw CM.tm, StHk 

and Ckea^r Edition. Cmvn 8tv». i »/, 
LibRARV Edjtio.n. Demy 8«v. a fols. §^ 
net. 

A Colonial Edition is also poblishvd. 
VAILIMA LETTERS With an EtrW 

I'ortrait by William Stvvn- .^..uHh 
Edition. Crr7t>n 8»v». Bu(kr.im. 
A Coloni.il Edition \% aUo uiibUthtd. 
THE LIKE OP R. 1. STEVENSON. 9m 

G. Balfour. 

BterenBon (M. T.). FROM SARANaC 
TO THE MARQUESAS. M^g 
wriHm hf Mrt.JH. I. Smmenr . 

1887-8 to her sister, Mi«s Jasr W*k>t» 
Balpouk. Withan lntn>ductioobyC«aa0i 
W. BAI.POUR, M.a, T.U& 
Cfvnm9i90k ti.net. 
A Colonial Editioo b als9 puUisM. 
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ftoddart (Anna H). See Oxford Bio. 

graphicrs. 

Stone (E. D.), M.A. SELECTIONS 
FROM THE ODYSSEY. Fcap. 8w. 

Stone (8, J.). POEMS AND HYMNS. 
With a Memoir by F. G. Ellkkton, 
M.A. With Portrait. Crofvn^vc. tt. 

Straker (F.). Se« Books on Business. 

&treane (AT W.), D.D. See Churchman's 
Bible. 

Stroud (H.). D.Sc, M.A. See Textbooks of 

Technology. 
Strutt (Joseph). THE SPORTS AND 
PASTIMES OF THE PEOPLE OF 
ENGLAND. Illustrated by many engrav- 
ings Revised by J. CHARL.KS Cox, LL.D., 
F.S.A. Quarto, ais. tuf. 

Staart ( Cap t Donald). THE STRUGGLE 

FOR PERSIA. With a Map. Cnnvn Btw. 
fit. 

*8turch (F.)., Staff Instructor to the Surrey 
Coun I y Council. SOLUTIONS TO THE 
CITY AND GUILDS QUESTIONS 
IN MANUAL INSTRUCITON DRAW- 
I NO. /w/. ito. 

'Sacklinif (Sir John). FRAGMENTA 

AL'KhA: a Collection of all the Incom- 
parable Peece«, written by. And published 
br a friend^ to perpetuate his memory, 
nioted by bis own copies. 

Printed for Humphrey Mosrlkv, and 
are to be sold at his shop, at the sign of the 
Princes Arms in St. Paul's Churchyard, 
1(546. 

BaddardB (F.). See C. Stephenson. 
Bortees (E. SJ^ See lilustratad Pocket 

Swift^JonathanX THE JOURNAL TO 
STELLA. Edited by G. A. AtTKSN. Cr. 

trfl. 61. 

Sjinee (J. B.), M.A. THE FRENCH RE- 
VOLUTION. Second Editiim. Crown Bva. 
9S. 6d. 

Byrett (Netta). See Little Blue Books. 
TkdtUB. AGRICOLA. With Introduction, 

Notes, Map, etc. By R. F. Davis, M.A. 

FcaP. Bvfi. as. 
GERMANIA. By the same F^itor. Fca/. 

8r#. sr. See also Classical Translations. 
TallACk (W.) HOWARD LETTERS 

AND MEMORIES. DtmyBvo. iqj. 6^. 

net. 

TEUler (J.). See Library of Devotion. 

Tatmton (R L.). A iiistory of the 

JESUITS in ENGLAND. With lllus- 
trations. Demy Bvo. 9\s. net. 
Taylor (A R). THE ELEMENTS OF 
METAPHYSICS. Dtmy 8w. 10*. U. 
net, 

Taylor (F. O.), M.A. See Commercial Series, 
Taylor (I. A.). See Oxford Hiogr-iphies. 
Taylor (T. H), M.A^ Fellow of Gonville 
and Caius College, Cambridge. A CON- 
STITUTIONAL AND POUTICAL 

A 



HISTORY OF R0M15. Crmon 8cv. 

Tennyson (Alfred, Lord). THE EARLY 

POEMS OK. Edited, with Notes and 
an Introduction, by J. Churton Collins, 
M.A. Crown Zvo. 6s. 

IN MEMORIAM, MAUD, AND THE 
PRINCESS. Edited by J. Chorton 
Collins, M.A. Crown 8vo. 6s. See also 
Little Library. 

Terry (C. BJ, See Oxford Biographies. 

Terton (Alice). LIGHTS and shadows 

IN A HOSPITAL. Cro7vm ivo. 3£. 6<i 
Thackeray (W. M.). See Little Library. 

Theobald (F. W.), M.A. INSECT LIFE. 
Illustrated. Ctcond Ed. Revised. Cr.^00, 

Thompson (A HA See The Little Guides. 
TilestoncMaryW.). DAILY STRENGTH 

FOR DAILY N EEDS. E/eventk Edition. 

Fca^. %vo. ax. 6d. net. Also an edition 

in «.iiperior binding 61. 
Tompkins (H. W.X F.R.H.S. See The 

Little Guides. 

Townley (Lady Susan). MY CHINESE 

NOTE llOUK. With i£ Illustrations and 
a Maps. Third Edition, DemyBvo. lox. 
6d. net. 

A Colonial Edition is also published. 
Toynbee (Paflret), M.A., D.Litt. DANTE 
STUDIKS AND RKSEAkCHES. Demy 
8rv. lor. 6d. net. See also Oxford Bio- 
graphies. 

Trench (Herbert). DEIRDRE WED: and 

Other Pocrns. Crown Bvo. v. 

Trevelyan(Q. M.), Fellow of Trinity College, 
CambridKe. ENGLAND UNDER THE 
STUARTS. With Maps and Pbns. Second 
Edition. Demy %vo. lor. 6d. net. 

Trontbeck (G. R). See The Little Guides. 

Tuckwell ((Gertrude). See Social Questions 
Series. 

Twining (LonisaX See Social Questions 

Scrics- 

Tyler (£. A), B.A., F.CS. See Junior 

.Scliocl B<v>ks. 
Tyrell-Oill ( Prances). See Little Books on 

Vardon (Harry). THE COMPLETE 

GOLFER. With numerous Illustrations. 
Fourth Edition. Demy Zvo. 10*. 6d. 
net. 

A Coloni.-\1 Edition is also published. 
Vanghan (Henry). See Little Library. 
Voegelin (A.), M-A. See Junior £xamina< 

tion Scricv 

Wade (0. W.X D.D. OLD TESTAMENT 

HISTORY. With Maps. Third Edition. 

Crmi'H Bt'o. 6r, 
Wagner (Richard). See A. L. Cleather. 
WaU(J. C ) DEVILS. Illustrated by the 

Author and from photographs. Demy Sw. 

4s. 6d. net. Sec also Antiquary's Books. 
Walters (H. B.). See Little Books on Art. 
Walton (F. W.). Se« Victor Plarr. 

3 
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wmiQA (Xnatf^ and Cotton (GIttilM)- 

See Iltastnted Pocket Library, Methven's 
Standard Lilirarv. and Little library. 

Wannelo (D. 8. Van). ON COMMANDO. 

With Portrait. cV.if/; 8rv. 3*. 6rf. 
ACoIoniai Edition is also pulJished. 

maMlMmM (Mrs. Alfred), w i th the 

SlMPLE-HEARTtl) : Link- Homilies to 
Women in Country PUcc&. ^€c<md iidition. 
Small Pott M. mU Se« aho Uttle 

Library. 

Weatherhead (T. &), M.A. EXAMINA- 
TION PAPKKS IN HORACE. Cr.Ztfo. 
ar. See also Junior Examination Scries. 

Webb (W. T.). See Liitl.- lUuc Iio.:)ks. 

Webber (F. C.). bcc Textbooks of Techno- 

(Sidney &). 8eo tetbooks of 

Technok>Ky. 
WellB(J.), M.A., IVIl >>v' and Tutor ofWadham 

College. OX KURD AND OXFORD 

LIFE. I!y Members of the Umvmity. 

Third Edition. Crvpim 8tv. u. 6(/. 
A SHORT HISTORY OF ROMIu Sixth 

Edition, With 3 UMftk Crmm 990, 

JS. 6r/. 

This book h kicnded for t|ie Middle and 

Upper Forms of Public Schools aad for Pass 
Students at the Universities. It contains 
. copious Tatatos, ace. 8aa alao The Uctle 

Guides. 

Wetmore (Helen C). THE LAST OF 

THK CRKAT SCOUTS (' Ruffalo Bill'). 
With Illustrations, Second Edition. Dtmy 

A Colonial Edition is also published. 

Whibley(C.X See Hcnicy .-md Whihley. 
. Wlkibley (L.). M.A., Fellow of Pembroke 
Collcce, Cambridce. GREEK OLIG.VR. 
CHIKS: THMR ORGANISATION 
AND CUAR^U:T&R. Cm«8cv. 6r. 

Whitaker (0. H.X M. A. See Chuichaan's 

Wliite*\oUbertX THlfi WATtJRAL 

: HISTOUV OF SELBORNF. I litcd by 
L. C. MiALL, F.R.S.,.issistcd by W. Wakds 
. F wf KR, M.A Crown da See «Im 

hlcthucn's Standard Library, 
ifhitfleld (E. £.). See OcMamerdal Series. 
Whitehead (A. W.). gasp a r d d e 

C O L I G N Y. With many Illustrations. 
n> ttty 8t»^. 6 /. *tet. 

WlUtokir OL U07d)» F.I.C, Principal of 
ttie Techniad Inicftute. West Bromwict). 

AN ELEMENTARY TEXT BOOK OF 
INORGANIC CHEMISTRY. Cro-.vn 

WhltlejrdCissX See StKUK^uettiaaa Series. 
Written (W.). See Thonuis Smhh. 
Wll3rte(A. 0.), n.Sc. Sec Books on BuMness, 

WUberforce (Wilfrid), bee Lmic liooks 

on Art. 

Wilde (OWMJr)b D£ PKOFUNDIS. J^i/ih 
, JSdifion, Ctvmm 8va sr. moL 

A Celeaial Uiliea b alfUHiNM. 



Wllklns (W. H,X A- See Social (^c^tuas 

WiUduioa (J. FkOBU^ Sea Secial Qtm' 

tions Series. 
WilliamBon (W.X ^ H E B R I TISH 
GARDENER. lUuslrated. iVw^ dev. 
fof. 6dt 

WUliamaon. (W.X B.A. S«e junior Ea. 

amination Scries, junior School Books, and 

The Beginner's Books. 
mimot-ilU^ (& M.). MAKERS OP 

EUROP& Crmm 9ml. 7'Uni ftffthw 

3*. 6d. 

A Text-book of European History for 
Middle Forms. 
THE ANCI hlNT WORLD. With Uafaaod 
Illastration&. Crown tfo. yi. ^J, 
Sfc alv) The Beginner's Books. 
WiLson ( Bishop). See Library of Devotkm. 
WillBon (Beciles). LORD STRATH- 
CON.\ : the .btory of his Life. Illustrated. 
Demy 8rv. 7*. Cdf. 
.\ Coloni.^ Edition is also published. 
Wilson (A. J.). See Books on Business. 
Wilson (H. A.). Sec Books cn Rusinos. 

WUton (Richards M.A. LYRA PAS- 
TORALIS: So<i«aqrNal«ie,aMi«K«ad 

Home, rctt ?-'<». sf. bd. 
Wlnbolt (S. £.). M.A. EXERaSES IK 

LATIN .\CCI DEN CE. Cr. 8r.^ 
LATIN HEXAM£T£R VfiRSE: An Aid 

toCoaqwriiteiik CrmmVm* K«v» 

V. n*t. 

Windlo (B. 0. k.\ D.S«.. ,F.R.S. See Asti- 

quar>''s Books and The Little Guidcjt 

Winterbotham (Oaaon). m.a., b.3c, 

LL. B. See Churchman's Library. 
Wood (J. A E.). SeeTcxtbooksoflecimbloiEy. 
*Wood <J. Hickory). DAN LRNO: Ifo 

LiKB AND ACHlKVEMKNT&i Wltb tUMf 

Illustrations. Cr<nvn Zvo. 6*. 
A Colonial Fxiition is also pubtislMd. 

Wood (W, BirkbMkkM.A.>t<SchrJaror 
Woreeiter College, Qnord. and Edmonds 

(llajor J. E.). R.E., d.aq M a 

HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN 
CIVIL WAR. With an Introduotioe ^ 

H. Spbnsbk Wilkinson. With 84" 
aadplaasi. Domj%9», x%s6d,m€L 

Wordsworth (OkdrtOPte). Sea 

qtiiry's Books. 
Wordsworth (W.). Sec Little LilirarT. 
Wordsworth (W.) and Oolozldct (ft. 

See Utile Lllnary. 
WWght (ArthurX M A., Fellow 01 Quel's 

Colleee, CJanibridge. Sec CtutfCoBsa's 

I. IKrary. 

Wright (C. aordaB>._ J|ee_ Du^ 

^"^Ri^^iiffe:* 



Wrong, (Qeorgo MA Meeior 
in Aha Uaimtttv of .Tewntt 
BARL or JBLiMtl. wKw 



of History 
to. THE 
lUt 
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Mda (A. KX MODFRN ABYSSINIA, 
with a Map and a Portrait. Dtmy 8cx>. 

Wradliam CaX THE POEMS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKKSrEARE. With an 
latrcxiuction anU Notes. Dm^ 8mw BtKk' 

ram, filttcff. loj. 6</, 

▼yon fk. ) and Prance (0.). THE LAND 
or THE BLACK MOUNXAUf. Being 
» d»cription enio Btc ncgro. Wtth^Ilfai- 
fcation*. Crortm Sro. ts. 

A Colonial Edition u alM> pobli&hed. 
Teats (W. BA AN ANTHOLOGY OF 
IRISH V£RS£. Revised and £$Umrg$d 
Edition. Crtmm hoc. jt. 

THE GRKAT RSD FROa 



AStorytoIdtn4oColoaicdPictaKt. ftm^ 

8tv. IX. nr/. 

Young (FllBOn). THE COMPLETE 
MOTORIST. With 138 lUuMratioM. 
Fourth Edition^ Demy ^vo. izt.f>d.net* 

TOIing rr. »L). T H K A M E R I C A N 
COTTON INDUSTRY: A Study of 
Work and Workers. With an Introduction 
br Sluam Uaufk Sfcr«i«>y lo Um H«a> 
cnester Chamber or GomiiMrM. Crmm hmm 
Cloth, 7S. 6d. ; Ai/Vr fioards, js, 6d. 

Zenker (E.y.x anarchism. Demy 990. 
Ziminorn (AntoniaX what do we 

KNOW CONCERNING ELECTRir 



Ancknt CitifiB 

Ckfstt.k. 1 Hustrated by E, H. New. Crvwm I Illustrated. Creni'H 8vo. ^s. CJ, net. 

iro. 4S.(^f.net. •Cantekui ky. i'y J. C Cox, LL D. , F.SJL 

SiuH(W8»uaY. Bj T. Andcn, M.A., F.&A. | lUiutratwIi Crown 8twu ^ 6d, tut. 



AntlQiuuy 8 Book8» The 

General £diior, J. CHARLIE COX, LL.D., F.&A. 

A series of volume*? d< .Uintj with various branches of English Anliq 
comprehensive and popular, as well as accurate and scholarly. 

Demj^ 8tv. 6d, mi, 

tiwusH MeMASTtc LtvB. By jdie X%ht 

Rev. Abbot Ga»qoet, O.S.B. lOufttrated. 

Third Editic.u 
tUftlMH CW THs Pkkhistokic Aor in 

Kmclano. By B. C. A. Windle. D.Sc, 

F.R.S. With numerous Illustrations ana 

Plan*. 

Otb Sbkticx Books op tub English 

Cmowai. By Cbratopher Wordsworth, 

M.A , and Henry Lilllehalefc Wilh 

Coloured andotliLT Illustrations. 
Celtic Art. By J* Romilly Allen, F.S..\. 

Wish numorous luiutrauoat and Plans. 



AMD FALSS AnTIQUITIKS. 

Bv R. Munro, LL.D. With auoMroiM 

Illustrations. 

Shkinbs.op Bkitish Saints. By LC. Wall. 
With aoaerou* Ilhattalloii* aad PhuM. 

*Tiat RoVAL FoassTt or Emgi.ani>. By J. 
C. Cox, LL.D., F.&A. With OMOir lUus- 

trations. 

*Tmb Manor ksu Manuriai. Records. 
Dy Natbaniel J. UoM. Wilh inaiiy lUtu* 
trationii 



Bftginiiwr^B Booka> The 



£*<v FitE?<CH Rhvmbs. By Uenri Bloatt. 

lUusuatcd. Fcafi. Bvtf. w. 

MmV STDRUIS rKOM EMGI.ISM HlSTOKV. By 

L M. Wihnoc-Baxton, AadMr «r *^ ' 
' Ci 



East BaoncaM in Abithmxtic. Ananged 
by W. S. Bcani. /W^ 8m. Whheat 

Answers, is. With Answers, ir 3(/. 
Easy Dictation and Spkllino. 



By W. 
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By A. J. 



Thb AuTOMOBiui InooiTxr. ^ G. da B. 



Business, Books on 

Crown Svo. 2s. 6d. net. 

A series of volumes dealing with all the roost important aspects of oomroerda] mud 
finandal activity. Tbe tpolmnes are intended to treat separately all iha oonvdenUe 
industries and forms of business, and to dplaln accurately and dauly what tbef do 

and bow they do it. Some are Illustrated. The first volumes 

Posts and Docks. By I>QiigIasO^ 
Railwats. By E. R. MeDaraMtt 
Tn Stock Exchangb. By 

S^&md Sditi0tu 
Thb BustMBSS or ImoBAii 
Wilson. 

Thb EuKrntiCAL Industhv : Lighting, 
TRAcnoBi AMO Fowsa* By A. Gh Whytc, 

B.Sc. 

Thb SnrPBtm.oiKG Industkv: Its Hbtoiy. 

Science, Practice, and FinaaOB. By David 

Pollock, M.I.N. A. 
Thb Monbv Market. By F. Straker. 
Thb Busimbss Siob or AcaicujuruaB. By 

A O. Lk Rogers, M.A. 
Law IK BcsrNEss. By H. A. Wilscm. 
Thb Brewing Inoustky. By Julian L. 

Bakar,F.I.C,F.CS. 

Byzantine Texts 

Edited by J. B. BURY, M.A.. Litt.D. 
A series of texts of Byzantine Historians, edited by English and foreign s^chol.irs. 

Zachariah op Mitvlenb. Translated by F. Thb History op Psbllus. Edited by C 
J[. Hanillon, D.D., and X. W. Bnioks. Sathaa. /^rNsyttw. ijf. n*t. 

t9»»td*ntt. EcTHrsis Chronica. Edited by 



lIiNiNc AND MmtMa 

•A. Moil.' 

Thb Bl sin fss or AovsmsiNC. By Clarence 
G. Moran, Barri^ter-at-Law. lUi 

Trade Unions. By G. Dr-ige^ 

Civil Engineering. HyT. i 
M.Iast. C.E. lUustratcd. 

*Thb Coal Ikikmtbv. By 

Illustratct!. 

*THBliio.sTRADE. By J. Stephen Jeans. lilva 
Monopolies, TbuSTS^ AHO KABnu^ By 

F. W. Hirst. 
•TiiB Cottow iNotymnr and Tvaok. By 

Prof. S. J. Chapni.-»n, Dean of the Faculty 
ofCoouncrce in tbc Univaaity of Maa* 



BVAGRIOS. Edited by L^on P.-trmentler and 



Lambros. Demy 8iv. jt. td. net. 
The Chronicle ok Morea. Edited by J«ka 



CiiTirchiiiaB's BiUe, The 

Genend Editor, J. H. BURN, B.D., F.R.aE. 

A series of Expositions on the Books of the Bible, iiUefa win be of senrioe to Iht 

general reader in the prnclical and devotional study of the Sacred Text. 

Each Book is provided with a full and dear Introductory Section, in which ii 
stated what is Icnown or conjectured respecting the date and occasion of the coa>' 
position of the Book, and any other particulars Uiat may helptodnddate its mcaaisf 
as a whole. The Exposition is divided Into sections of a convenient lengflh, corrt- 
sponding as far as possible with the divisions of the Church Lecttonary. Tbr 
Translation of the Authorised Version is printed fo fuU. such conectioiis aa «t 
deemed neoesnry bang placed in footnotes 

The Epistle or St. James. F.dited U 
H. W. Fullbcd, UJL Ftm^ Imw i» ft^ 
met. 



Twm BnsTUl or Sr. Paul the Apostle to 
THB Gaij^tians. Edited by A. W. Robin* 
•on, M.A. Seemd BMHm, Femp^ 

IX. dd. net. 

EccLBSiASTES. Edited by A. W. Screanc, 
D.D. Fcrn^ 8tw. 11. 6tf. mtt* 

Tmp. Kt TtTt R OP St. Paul the Apostlbto 
THE Pmilipfians. E^ed by C R. D. 
Bigw, D.D. 
tA &^ m$U 



Isaiah. EdiladbyW.S. 
Volumes Femf% tea sv. mt 

Map. 

Thb Epistlb op St. Paul the 
thk Ephesians. EditcdbyG.il. 
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I Ghnrchmaxi's Library, The 

General Editor, J. H. BURN, B.D., F.R.S.E, 

A series of ytianm upon socli questions as are occupying the attentjoii of Chareb 

F«tjp!c at the present time. The Editor has enlisted the services of a band of 
scbolars, who, naving made a special study of their respective subjects, an? in a 
pwiiion to furnish the best results of modern research accurately and allraclively. 

liil jiEGINNINCS OF ENGLISH CHRISTIANITY. 

ByW. E. Co1Hqi,M.A. Withlfiip. Crmim 

tta. %s. (xi. 
Siic« New Testament Pkodlkms. By 

AftlMw Wriftht, M.A. CrMmito^. 6». 
Ttt Kjmsdom ov Hbavbm HntB and If bi»- 

Krm., By Canon Winterbotham, M.A., 

B.Sc.|LL.B. Cr<rum^o, xt.td. 
^HX WoKXMANSHtP or THX ritAWlt BooK : 

Its Literary and Liturgical Aspects. Dy J. 

BewdcD, D.D. J^mv/AAVmn. CrownZv0, 

3ft iA 



Evolution. By F. B. Jevont, M.A., Litt.D. 

TheOloTestamkntandthbNkwScholak- 
SHir. By J. W. PWan, IXO. CrvamSM. 

Tnb CmmcmiAJi't Iimnpocnoir to tub 
Old Testament. By A. If . ]i«d»7i Bt A. 

Crcnt'n \it'0. 31. 6</. 
The Chukch of Christ. By B. T. Giub, 

M.A« Crown 8cw. 6«. 
Comfakativs Thbolocv. By J. a. Mac* 
CfmmU^ 6*. 



Classical Translations 

£dited by H. F. Fox, M.A., FeUow and Tutor of Brasenose College, Oxford. 

CS^viMS SnSi 

A seriea of Tnmshttiops from the Greek and Latin Classics, disringnisbed bylitefwy 
I as well as bgr scholariy aocuracy. 



— Acjnmemnon, Choephoroe, Eu- 
TfMii^laled by Lewis Campbell, 

LLP. 

Ckxao— De Oratore I. Txmaalated by £. N. 

P. Moor, M.A. 3^. 
Qopio— Sclc( t Or.ition5 (Pro Milonc, Pro 
Mnreno, Philippic 11., in Catilinam). Trans- 
lited by H. E. D. HIakistoo, M.A. 51. 
Q'-cxMo — De Natura Deorutn. Xnoslatcd by 

F. Brooks, M , A. 3X. (>d. 
Cicno— De Officiis. Transleled liy G. B. 
r, M.A« af. 6d* 



Horace — The Odes and E pedes. 

by A. D. Godley, M.A. a*. 
LuaAN — Six Dialogues (Nigrinus, Icaro-M«- 
wppus, Tba Cock, The Ship, The Parasite, 
The Lover of FalaehoodX Translated by S. 
T. Irwin, M.A. 3J. 6</. 
Sophocles — Electra and Ajax. Translated by 

K» D. A. Morshead, M.A. ai. 6*L 
TACrrvs — Agricola and Germania. TkMU* 

lated by R. B. Townsbend. ar. td. 
Tub Satirrs op Juvenau Translated by 
S. C. Owen. 9S, 6d, 

Oonanarelal 8al«i» HcClim 

Edited bjr H. DB B. GIBBINS^ UttD.. M.A. 

•\ series intended to assist students and yotinp men prcpnring for a commercial 
career, by supplying useful handbooks of a clear and practical character, dealing 
vith those subjects which are absolutely essential in the onsincss life. 

CannaciAi. Booeanoit m Tiiaoav and 

Hacticb. By E. E Wbitficld, M.A. 5/. 
An introduction to Methuen's Commcrc iai 

■'series treating the question of Commercial 

Education fully from both the point of view 

oi the teacher and of the parent 
IviTisM Commerce and Coi.oniks from 

£luabkth to Victojua. By H. de B. 

GibUiM, Litt.D., M.A. TIdrd Edition, ts. 
CoHMKRctAi. Examination Papers. By U. 

de B. Gibhins, Litt.D., M.A. ix. 6</. 
Tka Economics of Commerce, By H. dc 

B.GtbMaibI'itt>I>>iM.A. Stemd~ 



A GamtAir Commbscial RBAt>c«. By S. B. 

l!."illy. With Vor.Tlni!;u y. is. 

A Commercial Gkogkaphv of thb British 
Empire. By L. W. Lyda, M.A. Awrfil 
£dition* M. 
A Commercial Gbocraphv or Fokbicn 

Nations. By F. C. Boon, B.A. ax. 
A Primba or Business. By S. Jack&on, 

M.A. TkMMdHiom, u^6d. 
Commercial Akmthmet!c. Py F. G. Taylor, 

M.A. tvurtk Edition, u. 
French Commercial CowtEspoNDENCR. By 
S. £. Bally. With Vocabolaiy. Third 
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MES6KS. METUUEK'S CATALOGUE 



BIktuukn's CoMUBnaAL SsKiK&—<amimttu/. 
GnHAirCoMMSitctALC<tt«B8roN9KHab Bjr 

S. E. Bally. With Vocabulary, ax. 6d. 

A FkRNCH COMMKKCIAL RsAOEX. Bv Sb £. 

BaUy. With V— hriwy. Stumd EdiHm , %s. 
Phscis Writino and Oppicb Combspomo* 
KNcs. By £• £. Whitfield, M.A. Stcmd 



A GotOft TO PaOMMKIM AMD 

The Principles or Book-keeping nv Dounijc 
E.NTRV. By J. E. B. M'Allcn, M.A. a#. 

CoMMKsciAX. Law. By W. DoogUs i 
S4C0f»d Sdititm. ax. 



Ooiuioisseur*s Library, Tha 

A sumptuous series of 20 books on art, wi \\U:x\ by experts for collectors, sap^r' "v 
illustrated in photogravure, collotype, and coloiu-. The technical side of the aiv 1^ 
didytraalecL TbefintToliiiiMsare— 

Plates ID Colour, %% ip CoOotypc^ 
PhoiQfmnmt* 
Idcibibb. fi^A.MadMlL WiA to FIkics in 

Collotype and Photogravure^ 
*Engluu Furmituuu 

With 



Mezzotints. By Cfril D avii p iM fc Widi 40 

Plates in Photogravure. 

PbKCBUUN. By JEdwaid Dillon. VToh 19 
P1«t«s in Coloitr, m in Collotype, and 5 in 
Ph0lQPMitt«« 

By Dudky Honlh. With 9 



11 FuRMiTUUU By F. S» Rofaiaww. 
ifo Plates in CoBoCyp* nd «m 1m 



Devotion, The Library of 

With Introductions and (where necessary) Notes. 
SrttaJl Pott 8w, cUik, 2f. ; leather^ 2s, 6d. net. 

These masterpieces of devotional literature are furnished with such 
uid Notes as may be oseesiary to explain the standpoiol of Iho aatbar wmA Cka 
obvious diflicuities of the tart, withoot unnacw gr <1hmio« betwwp the 1 

the devout mind. 



TlUC CONPESSIOMS OF Sx. AUOUSTUIB. £dit«l 

hyC Bigg, D.D. Third SdiHmt. 
tmm Christian Ybar. Edited fay Walter 

Lock, D. D. Second Edition. 
Thb Imitation of Chkist. Mlled by C 

Bigg, D.D. Fomrik Edition. 
A Book or Dbvotions. Edited by J. W. 

Stanbridgc. B.D. Second Edition, 
Lyra luNOCBNTiuait Edited hy Walter 

Loeic, D.D. 

A Si-!Mous Cat.t, to a DrvouT and TToi v 
Like. Edited by C. I^igg. U.D. SeconJ 

Tiw XsMrLS. 
D.Dt 

A Guide to Ktrknitv. 

Sl^bridge, B.D. 
Thb Psalms op DaViiii. 

lUndolpb, D.D. 
Ltka Apostoltca. Edited by Canon Scott 

HolLmd and Canon H. C. 1'.' c^Jainc M.A. 
Ths Innkk Way. By J. Xaulcr. Edited by 

A. W.HattODpMJL 
Thb Thoughts or VMDSk SdiMd hy C 

S. Jemun, M.A* 



fidited by £. a & CifaKm. 

Edited by J. W. 

f 

Bditadhy & W. 



Om thb Lovb or God. By Sc F«_ 

Sales. BdM by W. J. Knox-Lhtlc, M.A. 

A MaKVAJU or GoNSOLAlUiN KKOM THE 

SAt^rrt ANO Fathers. EditcU by J. H. 
Burn, B.D. 
The Song or SoauM. Ediiad fayB. 
M.A- 

Thk Dbvotions of St. 

C. C. L Webb. M.A- 
Gkack Abounding. 

by S. C Freer, M A. 
PisHOP Wilson's Sacra pRrvATA. Kdiard 

by A. E. Bum, RD. 
Lyba Sacba: a Book 

Idilad by R. C Bawling, 

Westminster. 
A Day Book prom thk Sain rs am t> Kai 

Edited by 1. H. Hum. B.D. 
RaArBMLY Wisi>o«. A Selection firmx tkr 

English Mystica. Edited by E. C. Grv^ory. 
LlCKT, LiPB, and LovK. A Selection frv>ca ite 

Gcrmao Myotics. Edited hy W* 

M.A. 

*TiiK Dfv^vt Lipr nr St. FitANns nr ^ 
Tc a n s Ut cd and Edited by T. fianta. 
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Methuen s Half- 
Crown 8tv. 

Tte \xvm. or f om mwnif. Qjr W. G. 
CoIlin^mdilLA. WhhPoftnitfc Ftmr^ 

Krgush Lnncs. By W. B. H«dey. Sttomd 

Edition. 

Tm Goldkn Pomp. A Proces.sion of English 
Ljrrics. Arranged bj A. T. Quflltf CoBCh* 
StUmd Edition. 

CtamtAL ; The Story <^ a Minor Siege. By 

Sir C. S. Rn])crt«^nn. K.C.S.I. Third 
Edition. With numerous lllustrationSi Map, 



Crown Liliraiy 
25, td, net» 

SntANOT SintvrrAU AND StrpsxsTrnoKs. Ry 

S. Baring-Gould. Third Edition, 
*Y(>RKsuiKB Oddities and Strange Events. 

By S. BariagkGMld. F&urth Edition. ' 
ENGLi<iH Villages. By W H. Ditcbfield, 

M.A., F.S.A. With many Illustrations. 
*A Book of En .i ish PjtOBB. By W« E. 

Ucoiey and C. Whibley; 
*TlKm 'Land of thb Black Modntain. 

BeiriL^ .1 Di-^cription uf Mon(pnc[;ro. By 
K. Wyon and G. Prance. With 40 illustra* 



Dliistrated Pocket Library of Plain and Colonred Books, The 

Fcap %vo. 3J. 6</. net each volume. 

A series, in ssmU form; of some of the famoos illnstnited books of fiction and 
ppoeral literature. These are faithfuny reprinted from the first or beat editions 
titfaout iAtro^action or notes. The Illustrations are chiefly hi colour. 

COLOURED BOOKS 
Otj> CoLOUKBD Books. By George I'aston. 

With 16 Coloured PIate<i. / VaA 8r<tf. a/, net. 
TvK LiFB and Dbatk or John Mvttoii, Esq. 

Sr Nirarod. With 18 Coioarad Plat«s by 
cnry Aiken and T. J. Bawlias. f%ird 
Kditien 



TVi Life of a Sportsman. By Nimrod. 

With 35 Coloured Plates by Henry Aiken. 
Handlev Ckoss, By K. S. Surtees. With 

19 Coloured Plates and soo WoodcaCS In the 

T«xt by John Leech. 
Ih. Sk>nc»'s. Sporting Totm. By R. S. 

Surtccs. With IT Colourerl Plates and 90 

Woodc:Ot« in the Text \>y Juhu Leech. 
JuwiOCics' Jaunts and Jollities. By R. S. 

Sutees. With xfi Coloured Plates by U. 

Afken. 

Thifi vnlume Is rSprfnted from the ex- 
tremely rare and costly edition of 1843, which 
cttitains Aiken's very fine iUusttatiOBS 
b&tcad of the usual ones by Phii. 

Ask Mamma. By R. S. Surtees. Witn 23 
Coloured Plates nnd ya Woodclltl in tha 
Text by John Leech. 

fmhxuMtnw the Huntiwo Field. By 
R. S. Suriecs. With t Coloured PLites by 
tlcnry Alkcn, and 43 Illustrations on Woot!. 

Hm Tooa OP Dr. Syntax in Search 01 
THB PiCTuatSQUB. Bv WtUiAin Combe. 
With 3oColoiired PlatesliyT. RoiHaodson. 

Tkb Tot^R or Doctor Syntax in Skakcic 
OF Consolation. By William Combe. 
With 34 Coloured PlMcBby T. Rovlaadtoo. 

The Tmiku Tour OF Doctor Syntax in 
Seakcii of a Wife. By William Combe. 
With 24 Coloured Plates hyT. Rowlandson. 

XteHVTOav or Johnny Quae Genus : the 
lirde FoondHng of the late Dr. Synt.ix. 
By the Author of 'The Three Tours.' Will) 
Coloured Plates by Rowlandson. 



The Kni.lish Dance of Death, from the 
Designs of T. Kowlandson, with Metr^ad 
Illustrations by the Aaftbor of 'Doctor 
Syntax.' Tioo yolnmet. 

This hook cont.Tii,s 7') Culoured Plates. 
The D anck ok Like : A Potrn. Hy the Author 
of 'Doctor Syntax.' Illustrated with •6 
Coloured Engravinjrs by T. l\ o\* Innd-r.n. 
LiHK IN London : or, the Day antl Night 
Scenes of Jerr>' Hawthorn, Ksq. , and his 
Elegant Friend, Corinthian Tom. By 
Pierce Egan. With 36 Colonred Platas 1^ 
L R. .-indG Cruilcshaolu With I 



Desijins un Wuod. 

Real Like in London: or, the Rambles 
and Adventures of Bob Tallyho, and 
bis Cousin, The Hon. Tom osshall. By an 
Amateur (Pi- rre Egan). With 31 Coloured 
Plates by Aiken and Rowlandson, etc. 
Ttfo yiflmmes. 

The Life of an Actor. By Pierce Fprnn. 
With 27 Coloured Plates by Theodore Lane, 
and several DcHiRns on Wood. 

The Vicar op Wakefibux By Oliver Gold- 
smith. Widi 94 Coloared Plates by T.Row- 
land son. 

A reproduction of a very r.ire book. 
The Military AmrsTri i s of Johnny 

Nbwcomb. By on Officer. WitbzsColound 

Plates by T. Rowtandson. 
The National Sports of Great Britaih, 

With Descriptions and 51 Coloured Plates 

hy Henry AlVen. 
lliis book is completely different from the 

large folio edition of 'National Sports' by 

the Hunaaitist, and aoot of the plates are 

similar. 

Thb Adventures of a Post Captain. By 
A Naval Omcer. With 84 Colourwt Plstas 
by Mr. WiUiams. {CmibmtA 
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The Illustrated Pocket Library mtHamtd, 

Gamonia : or, tb« Art of Preserving Game ; 
andan Improved Method of makinK Planta- 
tions and Covers, explained and illustrated 
by Lawzence Rawstome, E*sy With 15 
Coloarad Plalct bv T. RawHns. 

AnAcadbmv for Growm Horsfmkn! Con- 
taining the completcst Instructions for 
Walking, Trotting, Cantering, Gallopln-^, 
Stumbling, and TiunblioE. lUtastraud with 

?r Coloured Plates, and adoviMd with a 
ortrait of the Attthor. Bjr GtoiSrty 
Gambado, Esq. 
Real Life in Ireland, or, the Day and 
Night Soeoet of Brian fioni, Esq*, mod his 



With 



Elegant Friend, Sir Shawn 0'Doi?^eT! 
By a Real Paddy. With 19 Coloured k'lat 
by Heath, IU>ki»«lcw | 
The Aovsmtoebs or Iohunt Ni 
THE Navt. By Alfred Burton. 
Coloured Plates by T. Rowland) 

Tub Old English Squire: A Poem. ] 
John Careless, Esq. With so Colooi 
Plates after the style of T. RowlaadMa. ' 

•The English Spy. By Bernard Blac 
mantle. With 7a Colouied PiAtcs by 1 
Cruikshank, ano maaef 
wood. 7W yUmmm* 



PLAIK Boost 



The Tower of London'. By W. HarTiv 
Ainsworth. With 40 Plates and $8 WoocUt; 
in the Text by George Cruikshank. 
Frank Fairubch. By F. &. SsMdlafw Wl 

30 Plates by Oeorfe Orvflesr — *- 
Handy Asnv. By Samuel 

lUuftraiions by the Author 
The Compleat Anglkr. By Isxak WaU 
and Charles Cottoo. With&f J^^tMSi^ 
Woodcuts in the Text. | 

This volume is reoroduced from tl 
ful edition of John of iBaA. 

The Pickwick Papers. By Charles 

With the 43 Illustrations by Stymi ui M 
Phis, the two Buss plates, and Um ^ C0 
Onwhyu 



Thr Grave : A Poem. By Robert Blair. 
Illustrated by 12 Etchings executed by Louis 
Schiavonetti from the original Inventions of 
WiUiamBkke. WithanEocmved Tide Page 
and a Portiaitaf Blaha hy T. PhilUpe, R.A. 

The tlluMnsaoasaiier^Kodaoedm photo* 
gravure. 

lUOSTEATIONS OT THE BoOK OF JOB. In- 
eentad and enjnaved by William Blake. 
Theeefamooa Illostrations— 31 in nttmber 

— are reproduced in photogravure. 
iEsoF's FABLJts. With 380 Woodcuts by 

Thomas Bewick. 
Windsor Castle. ByW. Harrison Ainsworth. 

With 33 Plates and 87 Woodcuts in the Text 

hy Gaetie Craikshaok. 

Jtmior Examination Series 

Edited by A, M. M. Stedman, M.A. /Va/. Biv. is. 
This series is intended to lead np to the School Examination 5>ertes. and is intendc 
for the use of teachers and tCndents, to supply material for the foimer and pracnt 
for Iho latter. The papers are carefully graduated, cover the whole of the $ubj«t 
usuaily taught, and are intended to form Dart of the ordiiutfy class woclu Th^ 
may beiiaedf^sncf oruminritteiiejcaniiiatk^ I 

Junior French ExAMlMATIOII PaMM. By Junior Greek Bxaminatmm PAffOa Bri 

F. Jacob, M.A. 
Junior Latin Examination Papers. By C. 

G. Bolting, M.A. Thirii Eiiilion. 
Junior Engush Examination Pafbes. By 

W. Wllfiamson, M.A. 
Junior Arithmetic Examination pAfsaa. 

By W. S. Beard. Second Edition. 
Junior Algebra Exakinatiom Panutt. By 
& W. Finn, M.A. 



M o R G REEK Bxa m in atmm Pi 

C. Wcalherhead, M.A. 

Junior Cenbeax. Inpobmatiok F**'"q 
TtowpAraaa. ByW.S.Beaid. I 
*A Rev to the above. Cromm dsw. ja tt| 

JumoKGaooKAnnr Bxamimatiom Pj 
By W. O. Baker, M. A. 

Junior German ExAWManai 
A. Voegelia, M.A. 

Edited by O. D. Inskip, LL.D., and W. WiUMKSOM. B.A. 

Aaertes of demealary books for pupils In lower form, ttmplj vilttai 

by teachers of experience. 

A CLass*Booic of Dictation Passages. By | The Gosprl According to Sr. MaTTBTs 
W.WiUiamioii,B.A. TmUkEdlHtm, Cnmn Edited by R. Wilton ScMtt, lU ~ 
•Mb u, UL I Three Maps. Q wB.6d. 



Digitized by Google 



»5 



r'» JumoK ScHOOL'BooKS ^cantitmrJ. 

Thx GosrKL AccqroingtoSt. Majuc. £dited 
br A. £. Ruble, D.D. With XhiM BCafi. 

MOt B.A. With numerous pas<;agesror parsiog 
and aJialysiSvAada chapter on Essay Wriiiog. 
Sre^mi £diiUm, Cnmm 9vo. qs. 
k Umiou Cmuiisnnr. By E. A. Tyler, B. A. , 
r.OS. With 78 Illustrations. Stcond Edi- 
tiomm Crown kvp, 2s. 6d. 
Th^ Acts or ths Apostlu. Edited by A. 

£. Ra1»ia,D.D. Cnmm dm, t. 
A JuNion French Grammak. By L. A. 
Somct and M. J. Acatos. Crovm Bvo. 2s. 

CMKNTARY EXPERIMBNTAL ScOtMCEU PHY- 
SICS fajW. T.Ckmsb*A.]LCS. Chkmistry 



by A. E. Dunstan, B.Sc With s PlatM aad 
154 Diagrams. Crown ^s, 
▲ JiywiOK GBoiiBTiy« hj No«l & I^jrdoa. 
wlrasjQ Diagrams. Crmm^m, 99, 

•A luNioK Magnktism and Electricity. By 
W. T. Qough. With many lUuUracioQs. 

ElBMBNTART ExPERrMKNTAL ChE>I1ST«T. 

By A. E. Dunstan, H.Sc. With 4 Plates 
and loQ Diagrams. Cr^rwn 8tv. as. 

A Junior French Prosk Composition. 
By R. R. N. BarOB,M.A. Crvrom Bvo. as. 

•The GosfET. According to St. Lukk. With 
an Introduction and Notes by William 
Wi]Iiam8oo,&A. VilkXhnsMivt. Of 
^va. XX. M 



Leaders of Beligion 

BdlteilkqrH.C.BEBCHING. M A , Cmon of Westminatar WUhForiraiis. 

Crown Zvo. 2J. net, 

A ieri^ of short biographies of the most prominent leaders of religioai life 
Bd tboosht of allagies and oomitries. 



Cakoinal Nkwman. By R. H. Hatton. 

tHM WnuBV. By J. U. Overloo. M.A. 
iHor WiLsnsoKCB. By G. W. Dsoid], 

MA. 

Ca»x>i N AL Manning. By A. W. Hutton, M. A. 
C»iARcas Simeon. By H. C. G. Moal<D.D. 
Jowf KjnuB. By Walter Lock, D. D. 
TwHiAS Chauisss. By M rs. OUpbant . 
\uKKi HT Andrbw-kk. By R. L> Otttay, 
]>.I>. Second Edition, 

AocusTiKK or CAimuinrfw By B. L. 
Coita, D.D. 



William Laud. By W. H. HqHob, MJL 

Third Edition. 

JOHN Knox. By F. MacCunn. S te mdEdtti m, 
OHN Howe. By R. F. Horton, D.D. 
liSHOP KXK. By F. A. Clarke, M.A. 
George Foh* rmm Qoakbk. By T. Hodi^do, 
D.C.L. 

ToKN Domob By Attgvsttu Jenopp, D.D. 
Thomas Crammer. By A. T. Mason. D.D 
Bishop Latimer. By R. M. Cariylc and A. 

J. Carlyle, M.A. 
Bishop Butlbx. By W. A. Spoooer, M.A. 



Little Blue Books, The 

General Editor, E. V. LUCAS. 
Illustrated, Dtmy i6mo. 2s. 6d. 
A series of books for children. The aim of the editor is to get entertainine or 
itlDg storiet about noraial children, the moral of whidi is Implied father than 

eipressed. 

I. Thr Castaways or MSAOOfWBAirK. By Thb Treasure OS 

Thomas Cobb. By T. Cobb, 

a. Thb Beech Ntrr Book. B^Jseob Abbott. ifn, Barbbr>v*S 
Kdiud by K. V. J-UMfc Roger Ashton. 

T"?^. vf... P V It*?* 8. A Book or Bad Childrbh. 

A School Year. By Netta Syrctt. j Wahlk 

The Frklbs at tmb Cai-u al. By Roger 1 

■ 9. Ths Lost Bau. ByThMaasCobbi 



4. 



By 

By W. T. 



Utile BookBon Art 

A aeries of mooograpbs in miniature, containing the complete ootliiie of the 

subject tinder treatment and rejecting minute details. These books are produced 
with the ffreatest care. Each volume consists of about 300 pages, and contains from 
30 to 40 Uiiistrations. Induding a frontispiece io photogiavure. 

GaflneAar. Second EdiUmu B. B. WailHS. I Reynolds. J. Sime. 

IROMNST. Gsofgs PaHOQi 
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Messrs. Mbthusm's Catalogub 



Lrm-K Books on Anr—^atUittmsd, 

Watts. R- E. D. Sketchley. 

LnCBTON. Alice Corkran. 

VSLASQUBX. Wilfrid Wilberforce and A. 

Gilbert. 

Gkkuzk akd BoocHn. Eliia F. PoUanL 
Vandyck. M. G. Stnallwood. 
TuRNEJU Fraoccs TyraU-GUL 
DOux. JeMie Alleo. ^^^ 
HomnBU H. P< K* S Mj plo ii * 
Ifn. a FcftcKMi 



BmtMB'JoKSS. Fortnnte da LhWi 
Rkmbrandt. Mrs. S. A. Sbarp 
R. CoROT. Alice Pollard and Ethd BirattiagL 
Rafhabu a. R. DryhunL 
MiLLBT. Netta Peacock. 
iLLCMtNATTO MSS. J. W. Bndky. 
Christ tm Art. Mr*. Henry Jet 
JswELUuiy. Cyril Davenport. 
*CuuiDB. BdwiudDIDoB.' 



IdtUe Qalleries, The 

Demy \tmo, 2s. 6d. net. 

A series of little books containing examples of the best work of the great paiom 
Each volume contains ao plates in pbotogravtire, together with a short outUae of ^ 
life and work of the muter to whom the book IS dmted. 
A LiTTLK Gallery or Rbtnolds. j A LmrLE Gallb«v or Millais. 

A Little Gallery or Romnky. | A Littlb Gallxry or Emcusm Poets. 

A Lnru Gaubv or Homm. | 

Llttiie Gtiidei, Tho 

Oxford and its Colleges. By J. Wells, 
M.A. Illustrated by £. H. New. FcttrtA 
SdMm. 

Cambridge and its Collbois. By A. 

Hamilton Thompton. S ee tm d BdttioH. 
Illustrated by E. H. New. 
TifB Malysrm Country. By B. C A. 
Windle. DlSc. F.ltS. IDwirMad \j E. 
H. New. 

Shakespeare's Country. By B. C A. 
Windle. D.Sc, F.R.S. IllttStnUed by B. 
H. New. Stcond EdUitm. 
Sussex. By F. G. Bmbaat, M.A. Ilhnlnted 

by £. H. New. 
Westminster Abbey. By G. E. TroatbecV. 

Illuitrated by F. D. Bedford. 
NoaroLK. By W. A. Dutt. Illustrated by 

B. C. Boulter. 
CoKNWALL. By A. L. Salmon. lUnstiated 

by B. C Boulter. 
Brittany. By& BariofGottM. Illnttrated 

by J. Wylie. 
Hertpordshirb. By H. W. Tompkins, 

F.R.H.S. lUoatrated W £. H. New. 
Tmb BiiontM Lakes. By F. G. Brabant, 
nimttaiad by X. R. New. 



Kent. By CSoch. IBMMIttf by F. & 

Bedford. 

Rome By C O. Sllaby. P'MtiUlit by & 

C Boulter. 

The Isle or Wight. By G. Qinch. lUu»- 
trated by F. D. Bedford. 

Surrey. By F. A. H. f<mhMt. 

by E. H. New. 
Buckinghamshire. By E. S. 
trated by F. D. Bedford. 

Suffolk. ByW. A. Dutt. IllusuuicJ by J. 
Wylie. 

DBaavsiinB. By J. C. Cos, LL.Dn F.S.A. 
nhntraledhy J. C WaU. 

The North Riding of Yorkshikb, 
£. Morris. Illustrated by R. 



C COK. 



By J 
J. S. 



Jicfcw. With Ottny 



lllu&traled. 
lUu^traiei 



Hampshire. By J. 
M. £. Purser. 

SiOLT. By F. H. _ 

Illustrations by the Author. 

Dorset. By Frank R. Heath. 

Chssrirb. By W. If . GalliGhf 
by BBabrti Hartley. 

IdtllA Litaniy, Hib 

With Introductions. Notes, and Photogravure Frontispieces. 
Small Pott %vo. Each Volume^ cloth^ is. td. net ; leather, 2s. 6d. net. 
A series of small books under the above title, containing some of thefamous worlcs 
in English and other literfttnret, in the domains of fiction, poetry, and lidlei lettns. 
The series also contains volumes of selections in prose and verse. 

The books are edited with the most sympathetic and scholarly care. Each ooe 
contains an failroduelion wUefa fives (x) a short biography of the author ; (a) a 
critical estimate of the book. WbiBfe they fe neces sa iy, short notes are idi a d at 
the foot ef the page. 
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BMb Kohme bat a pboldgmvan ft q a t lip tec e, and Ite booki are prodaoa d vilh 
peat oanii 



Bdili4bfB.V. 

ESSAYS OF 

INGOLDSBV 
J. B* Atlav. 



hf John 



ENGLISH LYXIC9r A UTtLB 

(Jaaa). PRIDB AND PREJU- 
DICE. BdiMd by B. V. Iajcmi 7W 

aORTHAMOBR ABBEY. 

Bacon (Traneia}. THE 

LORD BACON. BdiM 

Wright. 
Bu-ham CR. H.). THE 

LEGENDS. EdiMd bf 

Two Volumes. 

iniMtt (Mrs. P. A ). A LIITLS BOOK 

OF ENGLISH PROSE. 
BMkftodjrWinSaa^ THE HISTORY 

OF THE CAUPH VATHSX. BdM 

by £. Denison Rass. 

■aka (Winiam). selections from 

WILLIAM BLA&E. Edited fay M. 
Pssvcnfi* 

loTow (Oaorge). lavengro. Edited 

roL roSany EYiE 

Sampson. 

IWWTiiiig (Robert). SELECTIONS 

FRUM THE EARLY POEMS OF 
ROBERT BROWNING. Edited by W. 
Halx Gxirrm, M.A. 

OuiBliiff(aeorse). selections from 

THE ANTI-JACOBIN: with Geokge 
Cammmc's additioail Poems. Bdtod by 

Lloyd Sakdkxs. 

Onnoy (Ahraham). THE BSSAY8 OP 
ABRAHAM COWLEY. BdilidbyH.C 

lllNCHIN. 

GhU)b6 (Geonre). selections from 
GEORGE CBABBR. Edind by A. C 
Dkank. 

ftlik <MrB.). JOHN HALIFAX, 
GENTLEMAN. Edited by Anns 
MATHBtmr. 7W ydturus, 

Ctewaliaw (Richard), the ENGLISH 

POEMS OF RICHARD CRAWSHAW. 

Edited by Edward Hutton. 
ItetajAlitfilartIb THE INFERNO OF 

e)SlT& IWMbted bf R. P. Ctant. 

Edited by Paget ToTNBEK, M.A.,D.Litt. 
THE PURGATORIO OF DANTE. Tnns- 

btod by H. F. Carv. Editad by Pagbt 

TOYKBRK, M.A., D.Lttt. 
THE PAKADISO OF DANTE. TmiM- 

Uted by H. F. Carv. Edited by PaGBT 

ToTNBBS, M.A., D.Litt. 
IMaT (Oaorge). SELECTIONS FROM 

THE POEMS OF GEORGE DARLEY. 

Edited by R. A. StreattkiU). 

Uux€ (A. C). A LITTLE BOOK OF 

IJ«;HT VERSE. 

Diefciaiia(Chaxita). CHRISTMAS BOOKS. 



FarTiar^(8uH^ marriag^ 

THE I N H E R IT A NC E . Tiva Volnmtt, 

Gaakell(Mr8.). cranford. Edited by 

£. V. Lucas. 

HawttoraaiSaUianlel). THE scarlet 

LETTER. Edited by Pkxcv Dbakmbs. 

Henderson (T. P.). A LITTLE BOOK 
OF SCOTTISH VERSE. 

Xeata (John). POEMS. With an Intro- 
duction by L. BiMtoirt aad Nolw by J. 

MA5KFIELD. 

Klnglake (A. W.). EOTHRN. Wkh ea 

Introduction and Notea. 

&amb (Oharlai). BUA, AMD THS 
LAST ESSAY^ OF SUA. Edifead by 

E. V. Lucas. 
Locker (P.). LONDON LYRICS. Edliad 

bv A. D. GoDunr* M.A. A raprist of tba 

First EditioB. 
LonffeUow (H. W.). SELECTIONS 

FROM LONGFELLOW. Edited by 

L. M. Fatthpull. 

MarveU ( Andrawi the poems of 

ANDREW MARVELL. Edited by E. 

MUt«K"(J0lin). the MINOR POEMS 
OP JOHN MILTON. Edhcd by H. C 
Bfeching, M.A., Canon of Westminster. 

Moir(D.M). MANSIEWAUCH. F^ited 
by F. Hrndkrson. 

NlOtoi CJ. B. B P. A LIT TLE BOOK OF 
KNOLISH SONNETS. 

Bodiefoucanld (La). THE MAXIMS OF 
LA ROCHEFOUCAULD. TraasUtad 
by Daaa STAimofV. Bdltad by Gw H. 

POWELI- 

SmitlKHoraoaa&dJamea). rejected 
ADDRESSES. Bdilad by A. D. Goouf . 

M.A. 

Stame (Lanrenoa). A SENTlBffENTAL 

JOURNEY. Edited by H. W Pai l. 
Tennyson (Alfred, Lord), the early 
POEMS OF ALFRED, LORD TENNY- 
SON. Edited by J. Churton Coixins, 
M.A. 

IN MEMORIAM. Bdilad by H. C 

Bkxchinc, M.A. 
THE PRINCESS. Edited by BtttAam 

WoRocworra. 
MAUD. Edited by SuzABrrMWoKt>swoKtH 
Tbac3Mray(W.M.). VANITY FAIR. 

Edited by S. OwTMM. Thrtt y^immtt, 
PENDENNIS. Bdilad by S. OmncN. 

Thru Volmmfs. 
ESMOND. Edited by S. Gwvvw 
CHRISTMAS HOOKS. Edited r>v S. Cwthm. 
Y« jg^ ^tBhMMg^^HE POEMS OF 

RurraM. 

\C0mHmm4d. 
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MBssita MEtwuRM'fi Catalogub 



irillon OhmIA. thb complsat 

ANGLBR. Sdhad bgr J. Bockan. 

Watarhoiusd (Mn^ Alfred). A LITTLE 
BOOK OF LIFE AND DEATH. Sditad 



WMmwMKWX SELECTIOMSFBOIf 
WORDSWORn. EdiMd by 

C. Smith. 

WordBwoith (W.) and ColaridM (8. T.V 
J^RiCAL BALLADS. Kdilad^ ~ 



Thb Lips op Eowako, Lou> HnMorr or 
Ckxkbuky. Written hj himaelf Trom 
the edition printed at Sinirbcrvy Hill in 
the year 1764. Mtdium jtJM^. L^atker, 

3S. tut. 

Ths Visions or Dom Francisco Qubtsoo 
ViLUUSAS, Rn^ht of the Order m€ Sc 
James. Made English bv R. L. Frota tiM 
edition printed for H. HcTringman, i66€. 
LeatJur. as. tut. 
Pown. By Don OnmnnlL 
tioa of 1848. ~ 



Reprints in miniature of a few interesting books whicii hMqoilMfli of 

humanity, devotion, or literary genius. 

EuPHRANOR : A Dialogue on Youth. By 
Edward FitzGendd. From the edition pub- 
lished bv W. Pickering to SI5C. J^mv 
38JIMW L40iA4r, as, mi* 

PotONnis; or Wise Saws and Modem In- 
aCaOCes. By Edward FitzGerald. From 
tho odition published by W. Pickering in 
its*. IVwy ja a wfc l,m0ktr,t»mst, 

Thb RubXiyXt or Omax KhavyAm. By 
. Edward FiuGerald. Fiott the ssk editioo 
of 1859, TItMJUUim, Itmiktr, t*. nr/. 

The Oxford 

These books are wiittOi by scholars of fipllte^ who 
literary skill with the powtr of poptriar 

authentic material. 

Dantb AucHisai. By PagetToynbee, M.A., 
D.LitL With ta UhMUMtoas. St»md 

Sditi<m, 

Savonarola. By B. I* S. Horsbargli, 1I.A. 

With IS lUustialioas. Sseomd EeUHpn, 
John HowAaOk Br B. C. S. Gibson, D.D., 

Vicar of Leeds. With 12 III ustrations. 
Tknnvson. ,By A. C Benson, M.A. With 

9 Illustrations. 
Waltsk Ralbigii. By 1. a. Taylor With 

ta Illustrations. 
BMfMus. By B» F. H» C^ty* With ss 

lUttstrations. 
Thb Young PucTSNOsa. By C 8. Tcsiy. 

With sa litoifatioBS. 



/. (id, 

knowled^ 
Tbey are ilhwinrftd 

Roaaav Bvant. By T. F. 

With I a Illustrations. 
Chatham. By A. S. M'Dowall. Wltb •« 

Ultttinte. 
St. FBAxas or Assist. By 
dart. With t6 lUnstrmttoM. 
Cannikg. By W. A* 

lUiutraltona. 
BBACONsriBLis. By 

lUostrations. 
GoBTHB. By H. G. Alkint. With se IB 
trations. 

By Viacoaat Sc CFsa^ 
«• * 



ti 



lav 



School Examination Series 

Edited by A. M. M. SI EDMAN. M.A. Crown 8ro. 



ai. (>d. 



PaaifCH Examination Papbrs. By A. M. 
M. Stcilman, M.A. Thirteenth Editian, 
A Kby, issued to Tutors and Private 
Students only to be had on ap^ication 
to the Publishers. Fifik MdiUm, 
CrmvH Bi'iJ. 6j. net. 
Latin Examination Papbrs. By A. M. M. 
Stedsum, M.A. Tnttifih JSditim. 
Kav iF^mrtk SdUimy lisoad as above. 
6x. net. 

Gkkkk Exa-mination Papbrs. By A. M. M. 
Stcdman, M.A. Seventh JSditim. 
Kbv iSecMid £ditim} Isaood as above. 
6f . net. 

Gbrman Examination PAPaaa. Bf R. J. 
Morich. FifiASditMH. 



Kay (JSeesmd Sditim) 



History and Gbocraphy Ekamdcat 
Papbxs. By C H. Spewe, U,A. 



Physics ExAMiNAtMIt F 

Steel, M.A., F.CSL 

GaHKBAi. JCMowunaat 
Papbrs. By A. IL K. 

Ftph Edition. 

Kbv iTkird Editim) issued as 
9a;a«C 

BxAMiNATKm Paprks in English Hi 
By J. Xsit Plowdea- WacdlMT, BLA. 



By R. B. 
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Social Questions of To-day 

Edited by H. de B. GIBBINS. Litt.D.. M.A. Crown Svo. ts. 6d. 

A series of volumes upon those topics of social economic, and industrial interest 
that are foremost in the pufalie mind. 
Each volume is Nvritten by ao antlior who IS an aoknowledged autbority upon the 

subject with which he deals. 



By G. 
By 



TnADK Umiomism— New and Old. 

HoweU. TkM Edititm. 
1h% Co-opbrative Movement To*day. 

G. J. Holyoake. Fourth Edition. 
Pkoslkms or Povkkty. By J« A. HqImoo, 

M.A. Fifth Edtticn, 
Tsa dtrniamsM or Nations. By C F. 

Bastable, M.A. Third Edition. 
Thc A1.1SN Invasion. By W. H. Wilkins,B. A. 
Tmk RtmAL BaomiSi By P. Audinon 

Graham. 

La WD Nation AUZATtoK. By HamM Cmr, 

H. A. 

A Shortss Working Day, By H. de Glbbins 

and R. A. HaMeld. 
Bacx to the Land. An Inauiry into Rural 

Depopulation. By H. £. Moore. 
TRUSTS, Poou»AiiDGoiiNBiit. ByJ.SlaplMn 



By R. W. Coolw 
By Gertnidc 



The Factory Systkm. 
Taylor. 

The State and ITS ChilorSN. 

Tuckwell. 

Women's Wokk-. By Lady Dflka, MiM 

Bulley, and Miss Wbidey. 
Socialism AMP MODBlQf TtaOVGNT. By M. 

Kauflfmann. 

The Problem or thr Unemployed. By J. 

A. Hobson, M.A 
Lirs IN Wrst London. By Arthur Sborwdl, 

M.A Third Sditi^ 
Railway NATlOMALnATiON. By Cleawnt 

Edwards. 

WoKKHovsn AMD Pauprrum. By Lodaa 

Twining. 

Uniyrrsity ano Social Srttlsmrnts. By 
W.Rc«ioa,MJL 



Methuen's Standard Library 

Edited by SIDNEY LEE. In Sixpenny Volumes. 

XauRS. Mrthurn are publishing a new series of reprints containing both books of clasMcal 
fepate, tvUdiart aoCRuible in variousfonRii and also some rarer books, of which no satisfactory 
•Virion at a modnRM price is in existence. It is their ambition to place the best books of all 
riaxions, and parUciilarly of the An[^lo>Saxon race, within the reach of every reader. All the 
peat masters of Poetry, Drama, Fiction, History, Biography, and Thilosophy will be rcpre- 
MBltd. Mr. Sidney Lee is the General aditor of the Library, and he contributes a Note to 
«adb hooic The chaimetwiidci of Mbthubm*! Standard Library ara Ays i. Soi»NONaM 
or Text. 2. CoMfi.ETENESS. ju CUBAPlfSSS. 4- Clearness or Type. 3. Simplicity. 
Id a few case^t very long buoks Rfelisued as Double Volumes at One Shilling net or as Treble 
Volames at One Shilling and Siicpence net. The volumes may also be obtained in cloth at 
One Shilling net, or in th« CRM gt a Doobia or Trabla VoUuaa at Ooa aad Sixpenca net or 
Two Shillings n«l. 

ThaM art ibaaRriyBookSi all of which arc in the Press— 



Thi: %Vopks or WiujAM 

10 volume!*. 



In 



Vol- k — The Tempest ; The Two Gentlemen 
of Verona : Tha Merry Wiyrs of Windsor ; 
Measure rar Measure; The Goawdy of 

Errors. 

Voi^ll. — Much Ado About Nothing ; Love's 
Labour's Lost; A Midsummer Night's 
Dream ; Tha MflKhaal of Vaaiee; As You 
LikelL 

Vol- in.— The Taming of the Shrew ; AUii 
Well that Ends Weil; Twelfth Night ; The 
WBllw's Tale. 
•VoL IV.— The Life and Death of King John ; 
The Tragedy of King Richard the Seoood ; 
Tba Flr«K Part _of King Henry m ; The 

HennriY. 



•Vol. v.— Thc Life of King Henr\- v ; The 
First Part of King Henry vi. ; The Second 
Part of King Henry vi. 

•VoLyl— The Third Part of King Henry vi.; 
The Tragedy of King Richard 111. ; The 
Famous Histoqr ^ tha Ufa of KiRg 
Henry viii. 

The Pit crim's Progress. By John Bunyaa. 
TNsNoYSLtopjAN»AiMrair. lasvohHBM. 

Vol. l— Beme and lytRiiblllt y . 
Tm English Works OT Fbamcm Baom, 
Lord Verulam. 
Vol. 1.— Efrsaya and Ciwmsali aad lha Nav 
Atlantis. 

Tnr Poems andPlays or Olivrr GoLosMmi. 
On the Imitatmii or CnHsr. By' 
hKaaVii. 
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M£SSRS. METUUEM'S CATALOGUE 



Methubn's Standard Library- 



-continurd. 
In aboat la 



Thb Works or Bbm Jonson 
volumes. 

*Vou l—TIm Case u Altcrwii £vcry Mad 
in His Hmnoor; Biwy Mu oat of Hb 

Humour. 

•Vol. II.— Cynthia's Revels; The Poetaster. 
The Prosb Works of John Milton. 

"Vol. I.— EikcookkaUi and The Tvmra of 
Klnn Olid MariMrmtct. 
Select works or Edmund Burke. 

Vol. I. — Re fleet ions on the French Revolution. 
The Works of Hknry Fibldinc. 

V<4. 1.— Tom Jones. (Treble Voltune. ) 
The Pobms or Thomas Chattbrtom. In a 
volumes. 
•Vol. I.— Muccllaneous Poems. 
*Thb Life of Kbum>n. Hy Robert SoullMy. 
Thp Mkditations of Marcus AoitBUUS. 

Translalol by R. ( rr-Tvcs. 
The History of thf. Dkci r-i- ani> FAi.t of 
thb Roman Emfirb. By Edward Gibbon. 
Id 7 voImbws. 

The Notes have \muk rovisad bj J. B. 
Bury, LituD. 
Tmb Plavs of Christopher Maklowb. 
* Vol L— Tamburlana the Gtaatj Tba Tnsi- 
eal History of Doctor Fknstoii 
*Thk Natural History and ANTMlUltUtOP 
SBtaoBMB. By Gilbert White. 



Tm Pobms or Pbrcv Bvsshb Skblibt. In 
4 volumes. 

* Vol I.— Alastor : The DAcawo of the Wofld ; 

The Revolt of Islam, «lc> 
•Vol. IL — Prometheus Unbound ; TheCcnci : 
The Ma'^queof Anajchy; Peter Bell thr 
Third; Ode to Liberty; TLc Witch of 
Atlas i 0<ie to Naplsa ; CEdi^ Ti 
The teat lias 1)eao r e v i se d byC. IV! 
•Tme Littlk Flowers of St. 

Translated by W. Ueywood. 
Ths Works or Sib Thomas Bbowmk la A 




*VoL t.— Religio Medici and Um BariaL 
The Pobms OF John Milton^ las 
"Vol. L— Paradise LosU 
•Vol. II.- 

Regaincd 

Selfct W(_)kksof Sir Thomas More. 
•Vol. I. — I'topia .in<i Forms. 

*THa Akaixjgy of RkligioMs Natvbai. 

Rbvbalbd. B y J osepii Balkr, D.D. 
*Thf Plays of Philip Massincer. 
Vol. I.— The Duke of Milan; The 
man ; The Roman Actor. 
*Thb PoBiis or JoHK Kbats. In > vohusea. I 
*Thb lUroBUC or Plato. Translated by 



Technology, Textbooks of 

Edited by Professor J. WEKTHEIMER, F.I.C. 




HowttoMakb aDbbss. By J. A. E. Wood. 

Third Edition. Crenvn St'c. ij. M. 
Carpentry and Joinkrv. By F. C. Webber. 

Third EditUn, CnrnmBra. 3s. 6d. 
Pbactical MacHAMics. By Sidney H« Watts. 

T%ird Edition. Crewfm, fff.ddL 
Practical Physics. By H. Stooodi D.Se., 

M.A. CrmvH 2>vo. y. td. 
Mn^LiKERY, Theoretical and Practicai- 

BydaraHiU. Sse^mdEditimu Crmm%vo, 

9S. 

Pi ACTicAL Chemistry. Part i. By W, 
French, M. A. Crvww Bsw. Third Editimi. 

Theology, Eiadbooks of 

Edited by R. L. Ottlst, D.IX, Pfofeaor of Puloial Theology a| OxiBBd« 

and Omon of Christ Chnrch, Oxfoid. 

The series is intended, in part, to furnish the clergy and teachers or sttidents ol 
Theology with trustworthy 1 ext-books, adequately representing the present p>ositi<M 
of the questions dealt with ; in part, to nmlte accessible to the reading pubbc aa 
accurate and concise steieaiait of tete end pnadples in all qoadeoe bearlai^ «b 

Theology and Religion. 

An Introduction to _thr Uistokt re 
Rbligiom. By 



Pbactical Chbmistst. Fsrt 

French, M.A., anfj T. H« 
Crown Sew. \s. dd. 

Technical Arithmbtic and 
By C T. MBli^i VLULVL 

Alt Imtboooctiom to tms Stvbt or Tj 
TiLB Df-sign. ByAMMdF.BsffksB 

%V0. js. 6d. 
BtitLOBits' QoAwrmBs. By H. C. 

Crown %vo. 4J. 6d. 

Ksrousst Mbtal Wobb. By A. C 
isb m.td. 



Tas XXX.IX. Articles of tmb CHt7RCH or 
EMCLAMtx. Bdttec by E. C. S. Gifasoo, 
T).D. Third mnd C/Um^r Editim As 
yaittmi. Dtmjf 6vt» 12s, 6d, 



Liti.D. 
jof. 6d, 



TO THB 
P. & 

Thtid MUtitn. 
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BAMraoosft or Tvuauaan^'^tmiimmtd, 

In DocTKmK OF THE Incarnation. By R. 
L. OtUcy, D.D. Sumtd mmd CMtm^ 

Am IimtoDOcnoN to tux History or th« 
CftSBDS. By A. E. Burn, B.D. £>tmj 



Tmf. riiiLosoPMY OF Religion in England 
AND America, liy Alfred Caddeoott, D.I>. 
DemjfBvti, tos. dd. 

A History OF Eari y Christian Doctrine. 
By J. F. Betbune bakeri M.A. D$my^v, 



Westminister Ctommentariesi The 
Gcnenil Editor. WALTER LOCK, D.D.. WsrdeB of Kobte Colkgo. 

Dean Ireland's .Plofeiiot of Exegesis in the University of Oiford. 

The object of each commentary is primarily cxcgetical, to interpret the author's 
meaning to the present generatioo. The editors will not deal, except very subor- 
daatdy, with cjuestkms of testoal critidam or philology ; but, taking the English 
tert in the Revised Version as their basis, tbev will tnr to combine a Murty accept- 
uoe of critical principles with loyalty to the Catholic Faith. 

Ikb Book op GBicasiSi Edited with Intro- The First Kpistle or Paul the Apostle 
dactiee and Notst %y S. R. Driver, D.D. 

Fcttrtk Edition Demy Zvo. los. 6t/. 
The Book or Jou. Edited by £. CS. Gibson, 

D.D, Sumd Edition, ihmyZvo. Os. 
The Acts op the Apostles. Edited by R. 

B. Racklwm^ M. A. Dtmjt Sew. iiteamd mmd 



TO THE C0RIHTHIAN&. Edited by H. L. 
Goudge, M.A /VMrpSw. dr. 

The Eputls or St. James. Edited with In* 
trodactioe and Notes by R. J. Kaowliag, 



Part II. — Fiction 



UbUieBi (E. HarlEA SUSANNAH AND 
ONE OXUSR. F^mrtkSdiiitm, Ctwmm 

THE* BLUNDER OF AN INNOCENT. 

Second Edition. Crvwn 8«w> 6r« 
C&PRICIOUS CAROLINE. Snmt* EH- 

Hon. Crown 8t'<». 6s. 
LOVE AND LOUIS^\. Second Edition. 

CrotMm Zvo. ts. 
PSI£R« A PARASITE. Crm8e#. ts. 
nnr brown KTBS op MARY. Cr»mm 

%ro. ft J. 

knstey (F.X Author of 'Vice Versa." A 

BAYARD FROM BENGAL. lUiutrated 

by BBRNAao PAaTaiocs. Third £ditm$, 

ovent 8My v> 
5acheller(Irvmg). Author of 'EUen Holden.' 

DARREL OrtHE BLESSED ISLES. 

Third Edition, Crcntm Zr^o. ds. 
lMt(RiQ]iardK A ROMAN MYSTERY. 

Third Edition, Crown Bvo. 6s. 
HE PASSPORr. StcomiEd. Cr.lvo. dr. 
kaf01ir(AndrewX See Sbillmg Novels. 
ktflng-OoiUd (ax ARMINBLL. ^S^k 

Edition, Crown ftwfc 6s. 
•RITH. Fi/th Edition. Crown 6s. 
If THE ROAR OF THE SKA. Stmmth 

Sdiiim, Crmm 8Mb 61. 
SEAP lACK ZITA FmHk Sdithn. 

Cr^wn ftv. 6s. 

lARCERY or QUETHER. Third 



THE QUEEN OF LOVE. Pifik £Mm, 

Crown 6f. 
J ACQUETTA. TkMEUHM. Cfvwn 8««. 6c 

KITl'Y ALONE. EtytA Edition. Cr.Svo. 6t, 
NOEMI. Ul\xstTMed. EoMrik Edition. Crown 
Bvo. 6s. 

THE BROOM-SQUIRE. Illustrated. 

Fourth Edition. Lrottm %vo. 6s. 
DARTMOOR IDYLLS. Cr^m^nZvo. 6s. 
THE PENNYCOMEQUICKS. Third 

Edition. Crown Bvo. 6s. 
GUAVAS THE TINNER. IlluitMted. 

Second Edition. Crown 6vo. 6s, 
BLADYS. Illuitaled. Stctmd BdiHtn. 

Cf WMw Sew. 6f« 
PABO THE PRIEST. CpmmSv*. dr. 
WINEFRED. Illurtialed. Smmd E^UHms, 

Crown Zvo. 6s. 
ROYAL GEORGIE. Illastnited. Cr,lvo. 
MISS QUILLET Illustrated. Crown%vo. 
CHRIS OF ALL SORTS. Crown Ivo. 
IN DEWISLAMH. SmmdMdttimi. Ct 

Zvo. 6s, 

LITTLE TUTENNV. ANgmEdHUm, 

Sec also Shilling Novels. 

Barlow (Jane). THE LAND OF THE 
SHAMROCK. Crvwitew. 6r. See also 
Shilling Novels. 

inSSatnfX IN THE MIDST OP 

ALARMS. Third Edition. CrownZvo. 6s. 

* A book which kai abiuMUotty Mttified as 
by its cepiial hoHWur.'— i>a/{r Chrmgkk, 



6.U 
6s. 
6s. 



6d. 
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Mbssrs. Methuen's Catalogue 



THE MUTABLE MANY. Third Edition, 

'There is much inflight In it, and much 
excellent humour.' — Daily CkronuU% 
THE COUNTESS XBKLA. TMrdMHHam, 

'Of tlMM mcdivvml ronumow, wUdi an 

now gaining ground. "The Countess Tekla " 
is the very Dcsl we nave seen. — Pall Mall 
Gaztttt. 

THE LADY ELECTRA. Steamd EdiUm, 

Croum 8r0. 6s. 
THE TEMPESTUOUS PETTICOAT. 
Third Edition. Crown Zz^o. 6s. 
See also Shilling Novels. 

BegWe (Harold). THE adventurh:s 

OF SIR JOHN SPARROW. Cnrnm Zvo. ts. 
Belloc(Hilaire). EMMANUEL BURDEN, 

MERCH ANT. W ith 36 lUuttrauoos by 

G« K* CifBsivtToif* StcMtd XMtiut. 

Cr^H Bvff. 6s. 
Benson (B. F.). See Shilling Novels. 

Benson (Kargaret). SUBJECT TO 

VANITY. Cr^nSw. y.6d. 
Besant (Sir Walter). See Shilling Novels. 
Bourne (Harold C). Sec V. Langbridgc. 

Barton (J. BloandeUeX THE YEAR 
ONE : A Page of the Frcndi Rflvolntioo. 
Illustrated. Croum ivo. 6s. 

THE FATE OF VALSEC. Crvmm Bwk 6s. 

A BRANDED NAME. CnwuSMw 6$, 
See also Shilling Novels. 

OaSM (Bernard! Author of *TiM Lake of 

^Wincy THE EXTRAORDINARY CON- 
FESSIONS OF DIANA PLEASE. Third 
EditicH. Cro^tm Zvo. 6s. 

A JAY OF ITALY. Third Ed, Cr.^. 6s. 

ClieBne7(Weat]ierb7X TBB TRAGEDY 
OF THE GREAT SMSRALD. Cm»» 

THE MYSTERY OF A BUNGALOW. 
Sie0md Edition, Crown 8v«. ftu 
See also Shilling Novels. 
OUfford (Hngh). a free LAKCE OF 

TO-DAV. Crown &VO. 6s. 
CaOnA (Mn. W. K.). See ShiUiDg NoveU 

and Books for Boys and Girls. 

Cobb (Thomas), a change ok face. 

Crown Bvc. 6s. 

Coremgiariox a romance of two 

WOrIdSL TpMntyFiAh Bimi^ Crwwm 

8rtf. 6s. 

VENDETTA. Twenty-First Edition. Crown 
8t»o. 6*. 

THELMA. TJUrtj-StemdEdUitm, Ctwmn 

8m. 6f. 

ARD.\TH: THE STORY OF A DEAD 
SE LF. Ediiit m, Croum 89^ 6t. 

THE SOUL OPUUTH. TmeffUkBdiHtn. 

Crown ii'O. 6s. 
WORMWOOD. Fourttonth Edition. Crown 
Zvo. 6s. 



The tender revenue of the 
and the laieihiiiin faeMHy efll ^ 

have reconciled us to the daring of the con> 
ception. This " Drcan of the WorUl's 
Tragedy** U a lofty aod MC komL 
yanyhraie of the tanreme climax 
iiMpfred narrative. '—At^/Mi Rrt'it 
THE SORROWS OF SATAN. 
Ninth Ediiion, Crovm Saw. tt, 

' A varf powerful pieea of m..^ . . . 
The conception is mapiificent, end t» like?v 
to win an abiding place within the mexaory 
of man. . . . The author hae ir ~ — 




mand of Un(iiace, and • liaUtIe« 
. . . ThbiotarMOBf andff«Bia>1tabl..w««w.« 
win live long after much of the eplicmeraJ 
Uteratnre or the day U forgottca. • - . A 




literary phenomcnoo • » • m 
rablime. — W. I, Snap is 

THE MASTER CTIRISTIAN. 
Thousand Crown &f A 6s. 

• It cannot be denied that "Tba 

C^hristi.ir, " is a powerful booV ; that if \\ oftc 
likely to raisi' uncomfortable questions ia mU 
but the most 8elf>satisfird readers, and Kkail 
it stnkee at the rooC oT the failure of tivc I 
ChnRbe*-^ decay of faith-in 
which shows the inevitable dihastrr hea^uiic 
up. . . . The good Cardinal Bonpri t» a j 
beautiful figure, fit to stand besde the K<x«j ' 
Bishop in Les Miserable*." It i* a btK... 
with a serious purpose cjcprrs«^'. with absolotc 
unoonventionality and fjoi^ion. . . . Ar<J this' 
is to say it is a book worth readiii^*-.- ^ 
Examiner. I 
TEMPORAL POWER: A STITDY |V 
SUPREMACV. lyoth TkoutamL C^otm 
80». 6s. I 

* It is imaQsiible ie read such a wttV 
*' Temporaf Power** wttb<mt bcooTuini; ^.r 
vinccd that the story is intended to cc.n»-r? , 
certain criticisms on the ways of the wtj^ 
and certain sogfetiions for the bcttcmeat 
of humanity. . . . If the chief intention ofl 
UM book was to hold the mirror up to TM»ff . 
injustice, dishonesty, crurlty, and m 
ofconscience, nothing but praise can fan j 
to that intention.'— Af*fW«r /*#»#. 

GOD'S GOOD MAN : A SIMPLE LOVF 
STORY. t%AthThou4mnd, Crommitm, ii. 

Duncan. 

THE VtRGiy 




HE SOUUK 



Crown Bvo. 6r. 

Crane (Stephen) and Bazr 

THE ORUDDY. Crown 8cv. 6r 
Groekett (8. 1L\ Author of * The 

etc. LOCHINVAR. Til 

Edition. Ctvmn Svio, 6c 
THE STAHDARD wayi;^ 

Croicer(B.]l>. ANGEL. 
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0GYOFTHEBARTON& SiMtkSdiL 

oEoaJDCANTONMENT. CmwmSm. 6f. 
TATE SECRBl^ TUrdJUUim. Civwh 

Im. ju. 6it 

HANfNA. Second Edition. CrjivmBva. 6t. 
E HAPPY VALLEY. TkM Sdttim. 

ilNE DAYS' WONDER. Crcm n 5t'o. 6s. 
wm (A. J.X DAN1£L WUYTK. 
>9mm 8iw. 31. 6^. 

Tie (A. Conan). Author of 'Sherlock 
tlolme5,' *Tbe White Company,' etc. 
ROUND THE RED LAMfT iVB»M 
tditioH, Crvwm 8ml 61. 

lean (Sara JMumatte) (Mrs. EvcrarJ 

y*ts). THOSE DELIGHTFUL 
AMERICANS, Illustrated. Tkird 
Edition. Crown 6vo. 6s, 
IE POOL m THE DESERT. Crvm» 

tso. 6s. 

VOYAGE OF CONSOLATION. Cfmm 

ldia&(J.'H.> THE GRBBN GRAVES 
)F BAl.GOWRik /{^ AfiWw. 
rmcM &V0. 6t. 

muter (HaryX A NARROW WAY. 

WrdSditipm, Crtmbo*, 6$, 

ti ROSE OF JOY. St^mtd SdUlcm, 

tt wm m Bvo. 6s. 
See also Shilling Novels, 
roatrlck (K.) THE WEANS AT 
^W ALLAN. Iltustntttd. S*etmd£di- 
itn. Croftm 6vo. 6s. 

Btephen (OeraldX MORS KIN 

THAN KIND. CnmnZvo. 6t. 

teher (J. 8.). LUCIAN THE 

) R E A ^! E R. Crmvn 8r'^>. 6j. 

laer (Mrs. Hugll), Author of The Stolen 

Emperor.' TliE SLAKING OP THE 

SB SHADOW or THE LORD. Ctmm 

■TO. 6s. 

nxd (Borotliea). Author of ' Lady Baby.' 
rHE CX)NQUEST OF LONDON. 
Itfotul Edition. Crown %vo. 6s. 
Vi M.\TRIMONY. Second Edition, 
".msm tvo. 6s. 

DR OF MONEY. Cwww 8t'o. 6s. 

E BRIDGE OF LIFE. CrowmBvo. 6s. 

IE IMPROBABLE IDYLL. Cfvmm 

Sec- aKo Shilling Novels. 

mrd (Emily). THE HERONS' 

X)WER. Owmt9p». 6r. 
tng (OeomX Author of 'Demos.' 'In 
jeYear of JubUee,' etc. THE TOWN 
•KAVELLSR. S^Mtd MUtrn, Cwmm 
w. 6s. 

See aliio Shilling Noveti. 

\g (Cmarles). lU nter'S CRUISE. 

Iu«trated. Croum 8vo. 3/. 6d. 

Tod (F.) (TrancM Forbes Bobeition). 
K TAMING OP THE BRUTE. Ci 

WW ts. 



Bttrbertson (ACMS «)l FATIENGl 

DEAN. CrviMtSbw. ftf. ' 
mclieiuiCBoberU THEPROFBOBTOP 
BERKELEY SOUARE. SmmidSdiiimt, 

Crown Ztfo. 6s. 
TONGUES OF CONS(nENCB. Sumd 

Edition. Crown %vo. 6s. 
FELIX. Fourth Edition. Crown 8vtf. 6x. 
THE WOMAN WITH THE FAN. Sixth 

Edition. Crown Zvo. 6s, 
BYEWAYS. Crown Swf. v. 6d. 
THK GARDEN OF ALLAH. Minmik 

Edition. Crown Zro. 6s. 
THE BL.^CK SPANIEL. Crown Bvo. 6s. 

Orange.* THE SERIOUS WOOING. 

Crown Zvo. 6s. 

Emae (Antlumy). THE god in the 

Car. TtniA Edition, Croxtm 8cw. ^ tt. 

*A very renuirlcable book, deserving of 
critical analysis impossible within our limit; 
brilliant, but not superficial ; well considered, 
but not elaborated; conatructed with the 
poverbial art that cowceeb, bat yet allows 
Itself to be enjoyed by readers to whom fine 
literary method is a keen pleasure.'— Tkg 
World. 

A CHANGE OF AIR. SixA SdiUm, 
Ctowh 9vOt Si* 

*A graceful, vivacious comedy, true to 
human nature. The characters are traced 
with a masterly hand." — Times. 
A MAN OF MARK. Fifth£diiimu Crmm 
Bcv. 6s. 

•Of all Mr. Hopc'<i Wks, "A Man of 
Mark" is the one which best oompares with 
**Tlie Friiooar of 2etide.'">*iVSsMMMi/ 

Observer. 

IHE CHRONICLES OF COUNT AN- 
TONIO. Sere nth Edition, CroumZvo. 6s. 

*U isaperfactiynrhintfaig atoqroftow 
■ad diivaunf, aad pore mnanca. Tbe 
C^unt is the most constant, desperate, and 
modest and tandar of lovers, a peerless 
gentleman, an {ntrepid fighter, a faithful 
friend, and a magnanimous foe. ' —Guesrdiesti, 
PHROSO. Illustrated by H. R. Millar. 
Sixth Edition. Crown Svo. 6s. 
* The tale u thorooghly ^frybr^ukkjwth 



irltaUty, atirring tho Uood.* 

Gasette. 

SIMON DALE. lUnstrated. Sixth Edition. 
Crown Bvo. 6s. 

'There ia searching analysis of htunas 
nature, with a most ingeniou.sly con* 
structcd plot. Mr. Tiop- has drawn the 
contra-sts of his women with marvellous 
subtlety and delicacy.' — Times. 

THE KING'S MIRROR. Fomrtk £dHiom. 
Crown 6vo. 6s. 

' In elegance, delicacy, and tact it ranks 
with the best of his novels, while in the 
wide range of iu pmlie i tuie ead tbe cubtilty 
of its analy<iis it surpeMM ell bift 
ventures. —S/MUttor. 
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AN ABVBirnmER OF THE NORTH : 

The Last Ad ventures of 'Pretty I4mIiu ' 
Third Edition, Crown 8tv. 6t. 

' The present bo<di is full of fioe and moring 
Stocks of tht p«t Nortfa.' — Ci«ir»«r 

THE SEATS OF THE MIGHTY. Illus- 
trated. Tkirtecnik Edition. Crown 8«w. 6(. 

' Mr. Parker has prodooad ft Mttty fntt 
historical oovtL'— ^Mmmmk. 

* A great book.'— JAse* m$U WMU, 
THE BATTLE OF THE STRONG, a 

Romance of Two Kingdoms. Illustrated. 
Fpurtk Edition, Ci »w8wfc 6>. 

* Nothing men ngoiont m nora haaaiA 
fiu eoa« fioa If r. Gilbert Pkriw than 
this novel.' — Liiemtnrt. 

THE POMP CF THE LAVILETTES. 
Stcond Edition. Crown Zvo. (UL 

* Unforced petho«»«id a deeper knowledge 
of httiiiMi Mtm Ota be bee displayed be. 
fore. '—Pall MallGoMttte. 

Pemberton (MaxX THE FOOTSTEPS 
OF A THRONE. Illuslmled. TUrd 
Edition. Crown 8m^ 6a 

I CROWN THEE KINa With lOastia. 
tions hy Frank Dvdd Md A. PonNtfcr. 

CroxvH SftJ. 61; 

PhlUpotts (EdenX LYING PRQPBKTS. 
Crown 8Ma 6f* 

CHILDR^ OF THB MIST. Fifih Edi- 
tion. Crown 8w. 6s. 

THE HUMAN BOY. With n Frontispiece. 
Fourth Edition. Crcnvn 8w 6*. 

*Mr. Phillpotts knows exactly wbeft 
t^Ool-boys do, and ean lay bare tbdr 
inmost thoughts; likewise he shows an all- 
pervading sense of humour.' — AcoiUmy. 

SONS OF THE MORNlNa Siemd 
Edition. Crown 6tw. 6*. 
' A book of Btran k'e poweraad feednation. ' 

' '^Mominr Poit. 

THE RIVER. Third Edition. Cr. Sva. 6t. 
•"The River" places Mr. PhillpottH in 
the front rank of living novelists. '—PtmcA. 

* Since **Lon» iMooe'* we have had 
nothtnp: %o picturesque as thissewnraMBce.' 

—Birtnini:^tft>H Gazette. 

'Mr. I'hillfH.tLs's new book is a master- 

K'cce which brings him indisputably into the 
Mit rank of Bngliah Wf9^&UM.'^Pmit Mmti 
Cazttte. 

' This (H'cat romance of the River Dart. 
The finest book Mr. Edca PhiUpotts ba« 
written. ' — Morning Pott 
THE AMERICAN PRISONER. Third 

Edition. Crown 8t«tf. tf. 
THE SECRET WOMAN. Fourth Edition. 

Crown 8r<7. fix. 
KNOCK AT A VENTURE. S«cond 

Editi0n. Crown ^10. 6f. 
S(-f aKo SJulling Novels. 

Pioktliall (Harmadok*). SAID THE 

fishkriUn. FSM BdUitm, C\ 

6s. 



OF 



BRENDUL OMMBev 4^ 

*Q/ Author of 'Dead Man's Rock-' 
WHITE WOLF. Suond Edition, C 
%vo. 6f. 

BhTi (flraM> THE . WOOING 
SHEltA. Soemd JSmtiom. Otmm Mm, 

fir. 

THE PRINCE OF LISNOVER. Crvmn 
Zvfi. fix. 

by DoKonnr Gmnt Jsmi 

Bidse (W. Pett). LOST PROPKRTY. 

Stcomd Ediiiomm Crwmm 8e» tfi. 
BRB. S§ e m » d EditSm. CrvMlw. 6*. 
A SON or THtSTATS. Ci 

A Breaker op laws. 

U& GALBR*S RVSINBSS. 

Edition. Crown Stv. 6*. 
SECRETARY TO BAYNE, M.P Crown 
Btw. y. td. 

Ritchie (Bin. David G.). THE XKirxU- 

FUL LIAR. Crown 8fv. 6*. 

Roberta (C. G. D.). the heart of 

THE ANCIENT WOOD. Croum 8r.v 

3^. 6d. 

RhimU (W. Gllria MY DANISH 

sweethbartK 

Ediiim. Crown 8f o. fix. 
HIS ISLAND PRINCESS. iUiuttated. 
Steond Edition. Crown 6mi» df« 
See also Shilling Novels. 

(AdtfUneX ANTKBAV WAY. 

'rown %vo. 6s. 
THE PROGRESS OF RACHEL. Crown 

THE MYSTERYOFTHEMOAT. Socomd 

Edition. Crown 8v». 6s. 
MRS. LYGON'S HUSBAND. Qr.9mk 4t. 

See also Shilling Novde . 

Shannon (W. F.X THB MESS DECK. 

Crown iv*. y.^6d. 

See also Shilling Novels. 
Sonnichsen (AlbertX deep SEA VAGA* 

BONDS. Cnnt'«6:v. ca, 

Thompson (Vance). SPINNBftS OF 

Ll FE. Crown Bw. fix. 
Urquhart (K.) A TRAGEDY IN COM. 

Mn\ f'T ACE. Second Ed. Cnrwn 6fc 
Waineuiaai (PaulX BY A FINNISH 

LAKE. Cmifn Qvo. 6s. 
THE SONG OF THE FOREST. Cw* 

Zvc. fix. See also Shillmg NoveU. 

Wataon (E. B. MarrlottX a i arums 

AND EXCURSIONS. Crown %vo. 61. 
CAPTAIN FORTUNE. Smm^ (TtfnffrT 

twisted EGLANTINE. With S Illua 
trations by Frakk Ckaic. Second Editton. 
Crown hoo. tu See also Shilling N w da 

W^ (EL O.) THE SEA LADY, ~ 
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SHAfiOWft 

6s, 



i rStanleyX Author of ' A G«nUanan 
Ftancc' UNDER THE RED ROBE. 
With Iliitstratioos by R. C Wooimi.LS. 
Ximleenth Edition. Crenm 8r'o. 6s. 
Vbtte (Stewart £.). Author of ' The Blamed 
JUnX? CONJUROK'S HOUSE. A 

Crvtvn Svo, 6s. 

n§te (Pergr). THK SYSTEM. Tkirri 

EJiticn. Cnywn Zvo. 6s. 
THE PATIENT MAN. Crvtvn Zvo. 6t. 
flBlailUKm (Mn. C. M.), Author of ' The 

BTOtormer*.' THE ADVENTURE OF 

niKCBSS SYLVIA. Cnmm 8m. y. 
tBB WOMAN WHO DARED. Cnmm 

MathoiiiVi Btnud Liteaiy 

' OnMMiflw. Cloth ^ IS, mi, 

ZmamACMD by Um gi«Bt nd steady sale of their Sixpenny Novels, Messrs. IfMhcMB fan* 
ifisiiiiiined to israa » Mir aaiias of fiction at m Um price under tJae title of ' MsTtfVBM*t Stsand 
tarnkxr.* Tlimm boolia nvvell printed and well boiind in cUtA, and the excellaoce of tbeir 
■nitynajlM gSBfid froA the oaMScf choM «Mthor» who cootribou tht mttf ipolwm of 
atieriea. 

Messrs. Methuen would point out that the books arc as good and as long as a six shilling 
'Orel, th.it they are hound in cloth and not in paper, and that their price is One Shilling mtt. 
1 hey feel sure that the public will appreciate such good and cheap literature, and the hooKS can 

be seen at all cochI bcniVsclU 
The first volumes arc — 



THE SEA COULD TELL. S^4>ftd Editum. 
CnmSiw. 6r. 

THE CASTLE OF THE 
Third Edition, Crvnm BtHJ. 
See also Shilling NoveU. 

WimAmBon (0. N. and A. KO. the 

UGHTNING CONDUCTOR: Being tho 
Romance of a Motor Car. Illosttiled* 
T-w*l/ih Ediiion. Crown Zva. 6s, 
THE PRINCESS PASSES. IllttSlnt«L 

Fourth Edition. Crown Bvo. 6t. 
MY FRIEND THE CHAUFFEUR. With 
x6 Illustrations. Second Ed. Crown Bra. 6s. 
«WMlaid0(poU). Author of 'Uiiah the 
Hittfte.' THE FORSRimNKRS. 
6$, 



UiiouT CA]idrfiw> vengeance is 

MINE. 

ro ARMS. 

Buln^-Ooold (B.). MR& CURGBNVEN 

OF CUKGENVEN. 
DOMITIA. 

THS PROBISHERS. 

WUfkJfW (Jane). Author of ' Irkh Idylls. 

FROM THE EAST UNTO THE WEST 
A CREEL OF IRISH STORIES. 
THE FOUNDING OF FORTUNES. 
SurCBobertK THE VICTORS, 
tirtram (OMNCmk. THIRTKXN SVSN. 

INGS. _ 
laason F.X Aatfaor of Dodok* THE 

CAPSINA. 

BMant (Sir WUter). A nVB-YtARS' 

TRVST 

Bowles (p*. Stewart). A stretch off 

THE LAND, 
booke (Emma). THE poets CHILD. 
iQlloek (Shan F.>. THE BARRYS. 

THE CHARMER. 

THE SQUIREEN. 

THE RED LEAGUERS. 

iKrton (J. VlovaMUm), ACROSS THE 

SAl-T SEAS. 
THE CLASH OF ASMS. 
DENOUNCED. 

«hMnfl^ (WmXbmWf' Tin BAPTIST 

RING. 

THE BRANDED PRINA 
TKB FOUNDERED mJOlMW. 
iOON TOFP. 



THE DOCTOR 



Clifford (Mn. W. K.). A FI-ASH OF 

SUMMER. 
OolUxunrood (BarnrI 

OFTHE 'JULIET. 

Conineld(L.OmJl SONSOFADVSR. 

SITV. 

Crane {Biepbtt^ WOUNDS IN THE 

RAIN. 

Denny (C. E.). the romance of 

UPFOLD MANOR. 
Didmon fflarriB). THE BLACK WOLF'S 
BREED. 

Embree (E. 0. P.). THE HEART OP 



AN ELECTRIC 



FLAME. 
Fenn (G. ■toBfflIi> 

SPARK. 

Flndlater (Kt»l OVER THE HILLS. 
Forrest (E. THE SWORD OF 

AZRAEL. 

FrandB (M. £.>. miss erim. 

GaUnn (Tom). RICKERBV S FOLLY. 
Gerard (Dorothea). THINGS THAT 
HAVE HAPPENED. 

CDanvUle (EmettX THE DESPATCH 

rider, 
the lost regiment, 
the inca's treasure. 
GtonUm (JoUen). MR& CLYDE. 
WORLD'S PEOPLE. 
OOM CO. P.X THE 

DAVID CORSON, 

ION. 



REDEMPTION OF 



Digitized by Google 



Messrs. Mexhuen's Catalogs 



Eanison (Mn. Burton). A princess- 

OF THE HILLS. Illunratcd. 

BoQper Q.). thb singkr or marly. 
Hovyrh OBmenon). THB MISSISSIPPI 

BUBBLE. 

'loU' (Mn. Cafiyil). ANNE MAULE- 
VERER- 

KtUy (Uttpmot nnch). with hoops 
Of tnnsxL, 

Lawlen (Hon. Bmilv). maelcho. 
Linden (innle). A woman of sentf- 

MENT. 

lorlmer (Nonnft). ipSlAH*S WIFE. 
Lnsta (CharlM K.). THB AUTOCRATS. 
KacdonneU <A(. THE STORY OF 

TERESA. 

Macmth (SftMU). THB PUPPET 

CkOWN 

VMkle(Paii]liMBr«dford). TRBVOICE 

IN THE DESERT. 
M'QneenQrayfB.) MY stewardship. 
■arsh (Richanl). THB 8BBN AND 

TUBUNSEBN. 
OARNBRBD. r 
A METAMORPHOSIS. 
MARVELS AND MYSTERIES. 
BOTH SIDES OF THE VEIL. 

THE CYNIC AND THE 



Penny (Mn. 

AGE. 



F. A). A MIXED MAJUtl 



(BdMX THB SnUJUMG 



Meade (LT.). OUT OF THE FASHION. 
MonklionBe (Allan). LOVE IN A LIFE. 
Xoore (ArthV). THB KNIOHT PUNC- 
TILIOUS. 

Nesblt ai!n.KaadK THB LITERARY 

SENSE. 

Norrla (W. K.). an OCTAVE. 
OUphant (Mrs.). THE PRODIGALS. 
THE LADY'S WALK- 
SIR ROBERTS FORTUNE. ' 
THE TWO ilARirS. 

Books for Boys and Gkis 

Crown Svo. 3^. 6d. 

Tub GwnrramWwLL or Doionnr. 
W. K. Qiflbc^ Yitttsimed 

Brownr. Srcc^na Ftfttipn. 
Thb Icklanuek's Sworu. By S. Baring- 
Goald. 

Only a Goaxp-Room Doo. By Edith E. 
Ciidietl. 

Thk Doctor or THB Joun; Htrry 

CoIIingwood. 
LmxK Psns. ByLoeMllBkt. Stt^md 

Edition. 

Mastbr RocKArsLUUini VeVMB. By W. 
Oik RiidII 



FANCY FREE, 

Randal (J.). AUNT BETHLA'S BUTTON. 
RaTmondiWittin. rORTUNBrS DAR- 
LING. 

BliyB (Onuw). THE dzvbrted vill. 

AGE. 

Riokert (Edith). OUT ofthecypr ess 

SWAMP. 

Bol>erton(M.H.). AGALLANT QUAKER. 
Sannden (ManduOl). ROSB A CHAR. 

LITTE. 

Sergeant (Adeline). ACCUSED AMD 

ACCUSER. 
BARBARASJIONEY. 
THB BNTHUSIAST. 
A GRE.AT LADY. 
THE LOVE THAT OVERCAME. 
THE MASTER OF BEBCHWOOIX 
UNDER SUSPiaON. 
THB YELLOW DIAM OWIX 
Shannon (W. P.). IIM twelves. 
8train(B. TLX elmslie's drag net. 
8trln«er( Arthur), the SILVER FOPPY. 
BtiuRiBimi). christalla. 
BvtlMnaad (I>aitfk< 

AND THE NEXT. 

Swan (Annie), love grown cold. 
Swift (Benjamin), sordon. 
Tanqneraj (Mn. B. M.), THE ROYAL 

QUAKER. 

Trafford-Tanntoa OBn. & W.). SILENT 

DOMINION. 

WainenuuKPanQb A HEROINE PROM 

FINLAND. 
W)UMn(E.B.]Uzxlott-K TBESEIRTS 
OF HAPPY CHANCEi 



lOM Of). ONB ROYJR 



BrMrs. 
OoraoQ. 



By 



Tks Sacan* or Maoam m Moiaa& 
the Antoof Mdlfe. MoriL** 

SvD Belton : Or, the Boy who 
to Sea. By G. Mauville Fenn 
Thk Rkd Granck. ByMn. Moleswortb 
A Gjki. or THB Pboplb. By i» T. Meadt* 
Hsnr OiPST. By L. T. If eade. er. 
Thb HoNOURAnLi: Miss. By I . T. ^T^'»d« 
ThERK WilS ONCK A Pkince. I'.y Kits. M. V" 
Mann. 

WuRN Abnolo combs Hom& By Mxi. M« £• 
Mann. 



Xba Novels of Alexandre DmnaB 



Fric* fid. 
Wish a long 



Tub Thbbb 1 

IntroduCtxMl 
volume. 

Tub Princb op Thibvks. Secvnd E^Hom. 
RoBiM Hoo*. A Seqael to the abeve. 



D«mbU Volumtts, u. 

Tub Coracax Bxotmbbs. 

Gborgps. 

Ckoi> F.axbd Jaoqvot; Janb; Btc 

Twenty Vf ' * 

Amavbv. 
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Ths Castls or ErrsTKiN. 

Tra Snowbau.1 and Sultambtta. 

Okils; 0m, Tmm Wwaoam Otmm 

Acri. 

Th» Black Tulip. 

VicuMTK i)K Bracrlovnk. 
Pjurt u Louis de la Valliire. Doable 



Part It. The Man in UoD littk. 
Double Volume. 
Tm Co>fvicT*s Son. 
T«B Wolp-Lkadbil 

Navon; or, Ths Womnf* Wax. Doable 

Tolume. 

Paounb; Murat; and Pascal Bkuno. 
Tm AovBNTOHB or CAmoM Vammuim. 

FntNANDB. 

Oabkiel Lambert. 

Cjlcr>IEKINE BlXM. 

Ttm Ch&tauu D'Uaucbmtal. Doable 



^nvANniRE. 

Ihc Fencing Mastek. 

Thb Reminiscsmcbb cup Amtomt. 

CoMCIXMd. 

*T1m RiiCBNyg DAiHnmBL A Scqod to 



IIlutrat«Kl Edition. 

Thi Tmrek Muskktsbm. lUoitrated ia 
Colour by Frank AdOHk sr. tfdH 

Tmc Pkincb op Thieves. I UmHiHJ in 
Colour by Frank Adams, ar. 



Roi i.v Ho n THR Outlaw. IHttlMted in 

Colour by Frank Adams, ax. 
The Corsicah Brothers. Illustraiad in 

Colour by A. M. M'Lcllan. is. fui. 
The Wolk-Leader. Illustrated in Colour 

by Frank Adams, ix. td, 
Georuss. Illustrated in ColoorbfMnoroOir. 

u. 

Twkntv Ysars Aftbr. lUnMmladfoClQlonr 

by Frank Adams, u. 
Amaury. Uhutmed H Calonr by Govdon 



lllw. 



JBrowneb m. 
Trk Snowball, and SoLTAiarrriL 

trated in Colour by Frank Adams, ax. 

The Vicomte de Bracblonnb. lUustrafetd 
in Colour by Frank Adnnw. 31: td, 

*Crop-Eared Jacquot ; Tanb ; Btc. Ilhas- 
trated in Colour by Gonfor Browne. %>, 

The Casi lk op EpfSTEi.s. UlustmUMl in 
Colour by Stewart Orr. u. 

Act£. nfaacniled in Cotonr bf Gordon 
Browne, is. fu-l. 

•Cecilk; or, The Wedding Gown. Illus- 
trated in Colour by D. Manaj Snith* 

*TMa Advimtohm or CarraiN Paiiftnu. 
Illustrated In Cokmr \if Ptaide Adams. 

IX. ()d, 

"Fernamu. IHmtRUed fai Cokmr by Moara 
Orr. u. 

*Trb Black Tuur. Illustrated fci Colour by 
A. Onr. u. 6^. 
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Atuten (JanaK PRIDE AND pre- 
judice. 

Baden Powell (HaJor-General R. B. 8.). 
THE DOWNFALL OK I'REMPEH. 

Bacot (Rlctaird). A Roman mystery. 
BdSrour (All4m|. BY STROKE OF 

SWORD. 

Barmg-Oould (8.). FURZS BLOOM. 
CHEAP JACK ZITA. 
WTTY ALONE. 

URlTH. 

THE BROOM SQUIRE. 

IN THE ROAR OF THE SBA. 

NOEMI. 

A BOOK OF FAIRY TALES. IlluUratcd 
LITTLE TU PENNY. 
THB FROBISHEKS. 
•WftlEFRED. 

Barr (Robert). JENNIE BAXTER, 

JOURNALIST. 
IX 1 HK MIDST OF AL.\RMS. 
THE COUNTESS TEKLA. 
THE MUTABLE MANY. 
Benson (E. P.). DODO. 
fioundeUe-Burton (J.). ACROSS THE 

SALT SEAS. 

kmits (CbarlotteX SHIRLEY. 
IfeOWneU (C. L.). THE HEART OP 
JAPAN. ) 



Oaffyn (Mn.), *IotaL' ANNE MAULE. 

VERER. 

Clifford (Hn. W. X.). A FLASK OF 

SUMMER. 
MRS, KSITirS CRIME. 
ConneU (P. Noxnyi^. THB NIGGER 

KNIGHTS. 
•Cooper (B. H.). A FOOL S YEAR. 

coriMn ami^ a business in 

GREAT WATERS. 
Croker (Mrs. B. ||.> PEGGY OF TKB 

BARTONS. 
A STATE SECRET. 
ANCF.I.. TOHANNA. 

Dante (Alighieri). THE vision OF 

DANTE (CAkV). 

Doyle (A Conan). ROUND THE RED 
LAMP. 

Duncan (Sarah Jeannettel A VOYAGE 

OF CONSOLATION. 
IHOSK ]il I.KIHI'FUL AMERICANS. 

£Uot (Qeozge). the mill on THE 
FLOSS 

Flndlater (Jane H.). the GRBBN 

GRAVES OF BALGOWRIE. 
GaUon(Tom). RICKERBY'S FOLLY. 
Gaskell (Mrs.). CRANFORD. 
MARY BARTON. 
NORTH AND SOOTH. 
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Messrs, Methuen's Catalogue 



Qerard (DorotXiea). HOLY MATRI- 

MONY. 

TH£ CONQUEST OF LONDON. 
aiwllH(atlllM). THB TOWM TRAVBI^ 

LER. 

THE CROWN OF UFE. 

OanYllle (Enwrt^ THB INCA«S 

TREASURE* 
THB KLOOF BRTDB. 
CBilir (OUAzlM)- HUNTER'S CRUISE. 

Qrlmm (The Brothen). grim M S 

FAIRYTALES. lUaatntcd. 
BOMCA&tlMttrk A MAM OF MARK. 
A CHANGE OF AIB. 
THE CHRONICLES OF COUNT 

ANTONIO, 
PHROSO. 

THE DOLLY DIALOGUES. 

Hornung (B. W.X DEAD MEN TELL 

NO TALES, 
tti g ' jatikjm (J. H.); THE THRONE OF 

Qomix'fW.). THE UUHCHBACKOF 

WESTMINSTER. 

Xlnton <B. Lynn). THE TRUE HIS- 
TORY OF JOSHUA DAVIDSON. 

LyaUCEdna). DBRRtCR VAtTGRAN. 

MiBLlet (Lnoas). THE CARISSIMA. 

A COUNSEL OF PERFECTION. 

Mann (Mrs. K. B.) MSa PBTBR 
HOWARD. 

A LOST ESTATE. 

THE CEDAR STAR. 

Marohmont (A. W.). MISER UOAD- 

LEY S SECRET. 
A MOMENT S ERROR. 
Manyat (Captain). PETER SIMPLE. 
JACOB FAITHFUL. 

ManlliBioluurd). THE TWICKENHAM 

pberagbT 
thb coddbss. 

THB JOSS. 

■iMn(AB.W.). CLEMENTIKA 



If 



Man). HONEY. 



kthtn (Hi _ 
GRIFF OF GRIFFITHSCOURT. 
SAM'S SWEETHEART. 

Hea<to(Mn.L.T.). DRIF T, 

■Itliord (BtflnB). THBSIONOFTHR 

SPIDER. 
Montr^ (F. F.). THE ALIEN. 



Moore (Arthini THEGAYDfiCEIVK 
MorriBon <AxttH^ THB MOLB 

THE WALL. 
Nesbit (£.). THE RED HOUSB. 
NorrlB (W. E ). HIS GRACE. 

GILES INGILBY. 

THE CREDIT OF THB COUNTF. 

LO RD LEONARD. 

MATTHBW AUSTIN. 

CLARISSA FURIOSA. 

OUphant (Mra.). THE LADY'S WALK 

SIR ROI'.RRTS FORTUNE. 

OXJU^baim (B. PUllM. MASTBR < 

Parker (Qllbert). THB POMP OF Tl< 

LAVILETTES. 
WHI N VALMONDCAMETOPONTI 1 

THE TRAIL OF THE SWORD. J 

Pemberton (Max). TiiK, FOOl^T. ) 

OF A THRONE. 
I CROWN THEE KINa 
PMUpotti (Eden). THBHUMAl 
CHILDREN OF THE MIST. 
Ridge(W.Pett). A SON OF the: 
LOST PROPERTY. 
GEORGE AND THE GEHEl 
Russell (W. Clark). A MARRIi 

SEA. 
ABANDONED. 

MY DANISH SWEETHEART. 

Seneant (Adeline), THE MAS^ 

BEECHWO(>l). 
BARBARA S MONEY 
THE YELLOW DIAMOND. 
BnrtMt (R. ■.). HANDLBY 

Illustrated. 
MR. SPONGES SPORTING 

Illustrated. 
ASK MAMMA. lUustiatcd. 

Valentine (Major B. 8.). VBl 

LAAGER. 
Wal£ord(Mrt.L.R) MR. SMiTifi 
THB BABY'S GRANDMOTHER. T 

General Lew). BEN-uin. 

R GOD. I 

H.BLMKIIBD. 



Wallace 

THE FA 

Watson I 

TURERS. 
Weekes (A. R). PR ISON ers o f' 
W«llliH.ILK THESTOLEN BAC 
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